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By MIKE SMITH 


ot that he is some meddle- 
some pest from an ivory tower, but it can 
be said that Joab Thomas, president of the 
University of Alabama, has had his share 
of run-ins with the school’s football pro- 
gram. 

The most-publicized skirmish occurred 
in the 1985 spring game and involved Cor- 
nelius Bennett, a linebacker who unasha- 
medly admits his favorite form of tackling 
is to “clothesline.” For the uneducated, 
Bennett describes the “clothesline” thus- 
ly: “It’s chasing a guy down from an angle 
and then slinging him on the ground by 
his neck.” 

Bennett’s reputation preceded him into 
the annual spring fling in Tuscaloosa, 
which explains why Thomas was bent on 
scrutinizing him that afternoon. 

Lo, on the first play from scrimmage by 
the alumni squad, Bennett leapfrogged a 
flawed blocking scheme by the ex-jocks 
and was bound squarely for a collision 
with the ballcarrier. 

The ensuing body slam translated to a 
five-yard loss, and Thomas’ worst fears 
were realized. 

That’s because the running back was 
the Prez himself. 

* * * 
Aside from a disrespect for authority 
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Oklahoma’s Brian Bosworth (right) 
and Alabama’s big No. 97, Corne- 
lius Bennett, possess a craziness 
that befits men of their position. 
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and elders—or, more accurately, authori- 
tative elders who have the audacity to 
think they can don gear and advance on 
the likes of him—what qualities did Cor- 
nelius Bennett display in bringing "Bama’s 
administration to its knees that after- 
noon? 

In sum, they are the qualities peculiar 
to the extraordinary linebacker, of which 
there have been countless peculiar ones 
in our time. (For documentation, see li- 
brary files marked ‘““BUTKUS, Dick,” 
“LAMBERT, Jack” and “AGGRESSION, 
unbridled.”’) 

Bennett and those of his mold are the 
envy of both broad-rumped interior line- 
men and the world-class sprinters who 
masquerade as split ends nowadays. In- 
deed, they are the envy of every flask-tot- 
ing alum who reasons he could make the 
difference late in the Auburn game, if 
only he had his eligibility and sobriety in- 
tact. 

At 6-foot-4 and 235 pounds, keen of eye- 
sight, swift of foot and muscular of frame 
—though not so much as to impede his 
movements—Bennett’s presence afield is 
imposing. 

It’s a presence projected, too, by the 
likes of Oklahoma’s Brian Bosworth, Ohio 
State’s Chris Spielman, California’s Hardy 
Nickerson, Penn State’s Shane Conlan and 
Louisiana State’s Michael Brooks, argu- 
ably the most precious commodities in a 
mother lode of linebacking talent that dis- 
tinguishes college football’s class of 1986. 

But conversations with them, their 
adoring coaches and their oft-dumbstruck 
rivals reveal that, while having 6-4, 235 
and 4.6 as your vital statistics assuredly is 
preferred to a profile of 5-11 and dumpy, it 
is not tantamount to notoriety. 

For starters, one must have a broad 
range of block-and-tackle fundamentals in 
efficient working order before pretending 
to the level of a Cornelius Bennett. Those 
broad-bottoms and wiry wideouts may 
envy his physique, but they’re not preoc- 
cupied with it at the moment of truth, 
when Bennett must either fend off a line- 
man’s block, shackle a skittery running 
back or shadow a receiver. 

Bennett and the aforementioned play- 
ers also must be keen students of their 
sport. The interior linemen are locked in 
a nose-to-nose bump and grind, and the 
secondary is in a constant state of retreat. 
So it is that in this age of intergalactic 
offenses, it is left to the Cornelius Ben- 
netts to assimilate a multitude of ever- 
shifting formations and orchestrate the 
proper countermove. Mind you, all in 
about as much time as it takes to holler: 
“Roll Tide!” 

What’s more, there’s a sort of mental 
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agility at work here, an intuition, an 
awareness, that translates to the Corne- 
lius Bennetts almost always finding them- 
selves smack at the nerve center of an 
offensive maneuver. The hoary expres- 
sion “He has a nose for the ball” applies 
here. 

“Linebackers are supposed to be the 
big guys on the field,” Nickerson said. 
“Not the largest guys, but the biggest 
guys. It’s the guys who make the big hits 
and do big things that people notice. 

“When you’re watching a football 
game, you can sense who the big guys on 
the field are—and usually, they’re line- 
backers.” 

Ultimately, what seems to separate 
Bennett, Nickerson and the elite from 


your ordinary jock is something for which 
there often is no rational explanation, an 
intangible aspect of their persona that 
makes us say not, “He is a linebacker, 
therefore he is different,” but rather, “He 
is different, therefore he is a linebacker.” 
How many times have you heard it: Some- 
one tells the father of a hell-bent-for-may- 
hem toddler, “My, he’s an active boy,” 
and ol’ Dad replies smugly, “Yeah, he’s 
going to be a linebacker someday.” 

It is an irreverence, a rambunctious 
bent, an anger, a fearlessness, a head- 
strong posture, a hyperactive metabolism 
—call it what you will—that would prompt 
a 19-year-old to deck the university presi- 
dent and not give a hoot about the conse- 
quences. 

Or, we can say it generates nightmares. 

“IT had a weird dream before the UCLA 
game,” Nickerson said. “I dreamed that I 
caught Gaston Green in the backfield and 
pulled his head off. It was really weird. I 
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grabbed his head and started twisting it, 
and off it came. Then I ran over and gave 
it to a teammate.” 

Or, that it promotes socially unaccept- 
able behavior. 

“TI try to find a quiet place, like a show- 
er stall,” Spielman said of his pregame rit- 
ual. “I kind of get down in this squat posi- 
tion and slowly blank everything out of 
my mind. Then I start pouring things into 
my mind that have to do with the football 
game... then I start to work myself into a 
bad mood.... I’m pretty well out of it by 
then. I don’t care what Khadafy is doing 
in Libya or the Iran-Iraq war—none of 
that.” 

Wisconsin’s Craig Raddatz is a line- 
backer of note in the Big Ten Conference, 
and of his breed he observed: “You have 
to be headstrong. You have to have the 
idea of being invincible. When you get on 
the field, you have to change. You have to 
have a real desire to run and hit someone, 
somewhere, as hard as you can. 

“Maybe the image of linebackers is 
created in the eye of the public, sort of a 
mystique. As a linebacker, it helps that 
people think we’re mean and invincible. 

“Tt just takes a crazier type of person.” 

It takes a Bennett or a Bosworth or a 
Jeff Braswell, who plays the position for 
Iowa State. 

“When I get on the field I just put on the 
cap, and for two hours during the day I 
just slap people,” Braswell said. “When I 
get on the practice field I just let go. I just 
go out there and be a jackass for two 
hours. Some plays, you get tired of those 
big old linemen hitting against you. Some- 
times you want to reach out and punch 
them.” 

* * * 

The mouth and the look—more specifi- 
cally a dyed-red, neo-punk, day-glo, pony- 
tail haircut—seemingly have done more 
for Oklahoma’s Brian (The Boz) Bosworth 
than have 259 tackles in two seasons and 
a national championship. 

“We had this one recruit,’’ Bosworth 
said, “who wouldn’t come to visit unless I 
took him out. I made sure he had a good 
time. 

“It’s pretty hard when you bring re- 
cruits to Oklahoma. You’re limited in 
where you can go. So we got some ladies 
to come over... .” 

There he goes again. Six feet 2 inches 
and 234 pounds of AstroTurf assassin and 
mischievous B.M.O.C. The recruit, one 
Tom Backes of El Paso, was signed and 
delivered on letter-of-intent day. 

Then there was the time Bosworth was 
in a supermarket with his mother, Kathy. 

“He had a ‘44’ earring and a ‘44’ chain 
on,” she said. “Everybody was doing this 
double take. Two guys looked at Brian 
and said, ‘Just what is a 44?’ They must 
have thought he was a wrestler.” 

Don’t be confused—there is some sub- 
stance to the flash. He is the definitive 
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Chris Spielman was a quality hit 
man long before he set foot on 
Ohio State’s campus. 
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linebacker who won the first national 
award named after the player to whom he 
most often is compared, Dick Butkus. He 
fancies himself a Renaissance man who 
plays football just to get bloody and tap- 
dance over a fallen quarterback. Like 
Butkus, he is a soft-spoken everyman off 
the field but a brute on it. 

“That’s the only thing I think about,” 
Bosworth said. “I wish I could play foot- 
ball year-round.” 

Bosworth spun the Penn State Nittany 
Lions around the Orange Bowl like some 
pocket watch at the end of a chain. After 
13 unassisted tackles and a 25-10 Oklaho- 
ma victory over Penn State, he grabbed 
the press-room microphone from Coach 
Barry Switzer and described how the 
Sooners had won the national champion- 
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ship. A Boomer Sooner shouted from the 
back of the room, “The new Tommy 
Nobis!” 

More like the first Brian Bosworth. 

Oklahoma, the school of Bosworth’s 
parents and dreams despite growing up in 
Irving, Tex., redshirted him his freshman 
season. But after a third consecutive four- 
loss campaign, Switzer sought out Bos- 
worth for a one-on-one sermon that laid 
the foundation for what now is the na- 
tion’s premier defense. 

“Next year,” Switzer said, “you have to 
be my leader.” 

“He told me, ‘You can’t go out there 
and play like a freshman,’” Bosworth re- 
called. He now is a junior who, despite 
playing defense, will have some support 
in the Heisman Trophy balloting. 

“I took that to heart,” Bosworth contin- 
ued. “I altered our style. Now it’s like, if I 
was on another team and an Oklahoma 
guy came up to me, I’d probably get 
kicked out of the game in the first quarter 
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because of how I'd react. 

“We love to talk, all of us. We like to rub 
it in their face. They just stand there in 
awe of you. A lot of teams get scared. A 
lot of teams get rattled by that stuff.” 

* * * 

“Playing football to me is like a natural 
high,” Chris Spielman was saying. “It’s my 
drug, I guess you could say. It’s a way to 
release a lot of things. Tension, anxiety. 
It’s the greatest time I have in the world.” 

But causing a rumpus on the field in 
itself is not enough. 

“Above all else, I want our team to 
win,” Spielman said. “That’s the way I’ve 
always been, whether I was playing my 
sister in a checkers game or playing 
cards with my brother. Winning is all 
there is. 

“You have to have a love for the game 
to play, but you better believe winning is 
what it’s all about up here at Ohio State. 
Football ‘is a big money-maker for the 
school, and then you have the pride and 
tradition of the school you're trying to up- 
hold. 

“What I mean is, having a love for the 
game is great in midget league and at 
some high schools. But where I came 
from—Massillon, Ohio—and where I am 
now, winning is what it’s all about, and 
don’t let anyone lie to you about that. 

“My first game at Ohio State, we went 
into the locker room at halftime behind. 
And we were getting booed, right here in 
our own stadium. If they cared about our 
love for the game, whether we were 
happy just being out there and playing, 
they would have cheered.” 

Coming out of Massillon—a football fac- 
tory where newborn boys are awarded 
tiny footballs by the high school booster 
club—Spielman has always heard more 
about winning than he has of the game’s 
inherent virtues of competition and fel- 
lowship. 

At Washington High School, Spielman 
would become in Ohio State Coach Earle 
Bruce’s eyes ‘the greatest high school 
football player I have ever seen.” Coaches 
from around the nation knew his face. So 
did those who partake of the Breakfast of 
Champions, Spielman’s mug having 
adorned that product’s package when he 
was in high school. 

Ohio State appealed to his state pride, 
and Spielman bit on the pitch. The Buck- 
eyes received a 6-2, 224-pound linebacker 
who is not as big or fast as the likes of 
Bosworth, but nevertheless one deserving 
of All-America mention—not to mention 
one who is an articulate spokesman for 
the sport. 

“You hear a lot of people asking: 
‘What’s happened? Are television and 
money ruining the game?’” Spielman 
said. “But you ask us, as a player or coach 
who goes through what we go through to 
play this game, and we'll still tell you it’s a 
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Shane Conlan is just another in a 
long line of quality linebackers at 
Penn State. 
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great game and worth everything we put 
into it. 

“The majority of the people talking 
haven't had the experience of playing in 
front of 90,000 people, or of going away to 
another state and walking into a stadium 
like Michigan Stadium, where there are 
100,000 people booing you. And then you 
rise to the occasion and make the play. 

“Those people haven’t felt the high that 
makes it such a great game.” 

* * * 

Contemplate this, LSU fans: Only a few 
years ago, Michael Brooks was against 
playing football. 

While that sinks in, ponder these testi- 
monials from: 

@LSU Coach Bill Arnsparger: “I’ve 
been a coach with teams that played 
against Butkus, and he just did everything. 
That’s why I think Michael Brooks is the 
best and most complete linebacker play- 
ing college football today, because he 
does everything.” 
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e@ North Carolina Coach Dick Crum, 
who coached All-Pro Lawrence Taylor in 
college: “Brooks is probably the most ac- 
tive guy I have seen in a long time.” 

@ Former Mississippi State coach 
Emory Bellard: “I guess you could go out 
and surrender to him.” 

Not bad for an athlete who, by the time 
he was in the 11th grade, never had tried 
out for an athletic team and had no desire 
to do so. A team in an organized league, 
that is. 

Brooks played football as a youth, all 
right, but not in the conventional manner. 
Black youths in his hometown of Ruston, 
La., would gather on a hard, scraggly turf 
known locally as “The Branch,” a name 
used for both the field and the large drain- 
age ditch that bordered it. 

“The guys just got out there and started 
hitting, body on body,” Brooks said. 
“Those guys didn’t know how to tackle or 
wrap up. Most of the time they’d just 
throw their elbows. They weren't trying to 
tackle you. They were trying to hurt you. 

“A lot of guys used to get knocked into 
The Branch. Guys got their arms broken, 
heads busted open. It seemed like every 
time we played, somebody got sent to the 
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hospital.” 

Brooks then smiled mischievously. “It ’ 
was nice,” he said. “We were young.” 

As late as the 10th grade, Brooks still 
wasn’t interested in playing at Ruston 
High School. Then he heard the bragging 
of players he’d seen and whipped at The 
Branch. In 1981, for the first time in his 
life, he put on a helmet and shoulder pads. 
The feeling he got was one of invincibility, 
which was reflected in his winning all- 
state honors as a running back and defen- 
sive lineman only one year later, and in 
his earning a scholarship to LSU, where 
he had an immediate impact. 

Two walk-ons felt it first. A running 
back was knocked unconscious trying to 
block the 6-1, 235-pound Brooks in prac- 
tice. (“I apologized,” Brooks said.) A quar- 
terback was running an option play when 
Brooks stuck out an arm to stop him. The 
quarterback did a complete flip, then quit 
the team after practice. 

“Ever since then,” Brooks said with a 
tinge of pride, ‘“‘we stopped going full 
speed in practice.” 

* * * 

Scorned throughout most of the Pacific- 
10 Conference, the “Hardy Shuffle” is all 
the rage these days in Berkeley, Calif. 

That’s the stage for Hardy Nickerson, 
a.k.a. “The Hardware Man,” a hyperac- 
tive Cal linebacker who has piled up 308 
tackles over the last two seasons, includ- 
ing 187 solo stops. Many of them have 
been punctuated by the “Hardy Shuffle,” 
in which the aggressor combines some 
high-step dancing with a flailing or pump- 
ing of his arms over his head. 

“There’s nothing like making a big hit 
or a big play on defense,” Nickerson said. 
“I’m not trying to show off or anything. 
It’s just a way for me to express my emo- 
tions. 

“Have you ever been to Disneyland? 
Well, I remember the feeling I had when I 
was 6 years old, the first time I went. I got 
chills, and I just felt like I wanted to do 
everything at once. 

“When I go out into the stadium, I get 
the same kind of feeling. It’s hard to ex- 
plain, but it sure is a lot of fun.” 

Cal linebackers coach Bill Cooper said 
Nickerson’s high emotions make the 6-3, 
230-pound senior one of the best players in 
the country, an athlete whose “future in 
pro football is unlimited.” 

“There can be no spectators or 77,000 
spectators,” Cooper said. “He always 
plays the same way.” 

Marc Hicks, Cal’s standout tailback, in- 
sisted that through his freshman season in 
1985, “Nobody ever hit me in a game like 
Hardy hits every day in practice.” 

Observed Nickerson: “Personally, when 
I put on my uniform, I feel like I’m a gladi- 
ator-type who can almost take on the 
world and succeed. I see myself as being 
invincible. I feel as if no one can block me 
... NO one can run over me... no one can 
outrun me. 

“And, I know no one can out-hit me. I 


Louisiana State’s Michael Brooks 
has caused more than his share of 
Southern discomfort. 


like to pick ’em up and slam ’em.” 
* * * 

The essence of linebacking, in the 
words of Penn State’s Shane Conlan: “The 
main thing is, you just want to hit people. 
The harder the better. That’s what sepa- 
rates a good linebacker from a mediocre 
one, just putting someone on his back and 
having him slowly get back up. 

“You have to be mean. I haven’t met 
very many nice guys who want to be line- 
backers.” 

To underscore his philosophy, Conlan 
points to the Nittany Lions’ upcoming Oc- 
tober 4 game against Rutgers and reveals 
that he has fingered a target. 

It’s his brother, freshman linebacker 
Michael Conlan. 

“T hope he’s on a punt or something,” 
Shane Conlan said, “so I can get him.” 

After emerging as the ringleader of a 
defense that almost carried Penn State to 
a national championship last season, 
Shane Conlan found himself the target of 
professional scouts. Would he stay or 
would he go? Would he return to Penn 
State for another season because of a red- 
shirt freshman year, or would he turn pro- 
fessional? 

In late January, after a one-on-one chat 
with Coach Joe Paterno, the star pupil at 
Linebacker U. decided to return for an- 
other season. 

Agents projected the 6-3, 222-pound 
Conlan as a second- to sixth-round draft 
selection. Paterno, who has placed nu- 
merous linebackers in the pros, said an- 
other season might add another digit toa 
1987 pro contract. 

“Tf L left this year, it would have been in 
the back of my mind, some of the things I 
wanted to accomplish,” Conlan said. “Last 
year, I was maybe one step away from a 
lot of big things. 

“T had thought all along that maybe I 
wanted another season of college football, 
just to get better. I don’t think I’ll get any 
worse.” 

* * * 

And finally, about that clotheslining by 
Cornelius Bennett. He concedes that the 
tackle can be considered illegal, depend- 
ing on the vision of an official. 

“If it’s done the wrong way, they can 
call a penalty,” Bennett said. “But I’ve 
never had one called on me for that in 
three years at Alabama.” 

Truth be told, Bennett displays another 
quirky trait of many linebackers: His 
fierce tackling style may make him the 
best at his position at Alabama since Lee 
Roy Jordan, but off the field, he hardly 
seems the helmet-busting type. He is quiet 
and easygoing and has the nickname “Bis- 
cuit.” His major is social work, and he 
likes to talk of his deep feelings for his 
fellow man. 

Unfortunately, the sacker of the univer- 
sity president said, his football-field image 
follows him too closely. 

“People are afraid to approach me,” he 
said. “I'll be at a shopping mall, and I can 
feel people looking at me, wanting to 
come up and say something. Most of the 
time they don’t. 

“Most people think that I’m a mean 


type of person because of the way I play 
football, but I’m not that way. Once people 
get to know me, they find out that I’m not 
a mean sort of guy.” 

Alabama Coach Ray Perkins is a one- 
man promotional machine for Bennett. 
Perkins once said that Bennett has “the 
ability to become the greatest we’ve ever 
had at that position.” 

Recently, he upgraded his assessment. 

“If I were the coach of any team, col- 
lege or pro, and had to put four line- 
backers out there, he would be one of 
them I’d choose,” Perkins said. 

Given the same opportunity, Bennett 
said, he wouldn’t do that. He’d align him- 
self at tight end, the position for which 
Alabama originally recruited him. 
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“Howard Cross (a sophomore tight end 
at Alabama) doesn’t have the best catch- 
ing hands yet,” Bennett said. “I kid him 
and tell him that he can borrow my 
hands. I miss catching the ball. 

“J really wanted to play tight end in col- 

lege. I’ve learned to love linebacker, but 
I’d still have liked to play some tight end. 
I’m a helluva lot better than some of the 
tight ends I’ve seen.” 
Mike Smith is a sports copy editor for the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch. Other writers contributing 
to this story were Al Burleson of the Tuscaloosa 
News (Cornelius Bennett); Dennis Dodd of the 
Kansas City Star and Times (Brian Bosworth); 
Tim May of the Columbus (0.) Dispatch (Chris 
Spielman); George Morris of the Baton Rouge 
State Times (Michael Brooks); Don Borst of the 
Long Beach Press-Telegram (Hardy Nickerson), 
and Chuck Finder of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
(Shane Conlan). 
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Walk-On Quarterback 
Puts Bite in Gators 


By LARRY GUEST 


Ce rominently displayed in the lobby 

Pp: the Florida athletic department 

is the Heisman Trophy won by 

quarterback Steve Spurrier in 1966. The 

. familiar bronze figure of a ballcarrier 

¥ stiff-arming an unseen tackler perches 

i proudly in a lighted glass wall case, silent- 

ly proclaiming that the Gators once boast- 

seat ed the best college football player in the 
: land. 

When no one is around, Kerwin Doug- 
las Bell occasionally pauses in front of 
that case to engage in a bit of heavy-duty 
daydreaming. 

“T was so far from even thinking about 
the Heisman Trophy when I first came 
here,” said Bell, the Gators’ gifted junior 
quarterback. “And now to think that I 
bsieae even have an outside shot, even a 20- 
a to-1 chance, at it is hard to imagine.” 
Boge Indeed, Bell’s refreshing saga is the 


ultimate sports fantasy: The walk-on 
eae quarterback, unwanted out of a tiny 
Se high school, who worked past seven 


scholarship competitors to become not 
only the starter, but also one of the top 
players in the nation. 

Destiny’s child as a freshman in 1984, 
Bell delivered with a 148.0 passing effi- 
ciency rating, an NCAA record for fresh- 
men and fourth overall that year behind 
only Doug Flutie, Robbie Bosco and Ber- 
nie Kosar. He improved to 159.4 as a soph- 
omore despite playing behind a porous of- 
fensive line that had lost all but one 
starter to graduation. 

Just halfway through his college eligi- 
bility, Bell already has one more touch- 
down pass (37) than Spurrier threw in his 
entire career at Florida. 

Those are heady numbers for a drawl- 
ing, disarming country lad from Day, Fla., 
a farming community numbering 250 resi- 
dents in the north-central part of the 
state. The size of his hometown did not 
impress the recruiters from the nation’s 
major colleges, however, and that all but 
shattered Bell’s dream of being a major- 
college quarterback. Only Division II Val- 
dosta (Ga.) State showed interest, but 
even they opted in the end for a pair of 
junior college transfers. 

So, Kerwin Bell, the gangly son of a to- 
bacco farmer, took his 32-4 record at 
Mayo-Lafayette County High School to 
Gainesville in 1983. 
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But the Florida coaches were no more 
encouraging than the recruiters had been. 
They tried to discourage him from trying 
out for the team as a walk-on. Bell hung 
around anyway. 

The 6-foot-3, 190-pounder spent that au- 
tumn working with the scout squads and 
holding practice dummies. The next 
spring he did make a noteworthy cameo 
in the Orange-and-Blue intrasquad game, 
completing all three of his pass attempts. 

It wasn’t long before Bell found out 
where he stood with Galen Hall, the 
Gators’ new offensive coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach. Hall called Bell into 
his office just before summer vacation for 
a pivotal assessment. He explained that 
four-year starter Wayne Peace had just 
graduated, leaving four scholarship play- 
ers fighting for the job. In addition, three 
more heralded high school phenoms were 
due to arrive in Gainesville at the end of 
the summer. 

“Our plan,” Hall recalled, “was to start 
the season with two of the veterans run- 
ning 1-2 and one of the incoming fresh- 
man as our Number 3.” 

So, in that meeting with Bell, Hall paint- 
ed a dim picture. 

“I told him I was impressed and felt he 
would eventually contribute to the Gator 
team,” Hall said, ‘but would likely be 
back on the junior varsity for the ap- 
proaching season.” 

The notion of spending another fall 
holding tackling dummies gave Bell sec- 
ond thoughts. Through his high school 
coach, he re-established contact with Val- 
dosta State, where the junior college 
transfers had fizzled out and a quarter- 
back suddenly was needed. Bell consid- 
ered transferring. 

“They really wanted me,” he recalled, 
“and I was tempted. Finally I decided that 
my goal was to be Number 1 at a major 
college, and I was still confident I could do 
it if I got the right break. So I stayed at 
Florida.” 

Said Hall in his typical self-effacing 
style: “I guess that shows God protects 
idiots.” 

Bell’s decision would prove to be a 
blessing to the Gators in two ways after 
the Florida program was placed on NCAA 
probation for recruiting violations in 1984. 
For one, it gave Hall the winning quarter- 
back he needed after he took over for 
Charley Pell as head coach three games 


into the season. In addition, it gave Flori- 
da an embraceable, heartwarming story 
of country innocence to help offset the 
embarrassment of the NCAA revelations, 
which led to Pell’s resignation. 

Though Bell was on the bottom of an 
eight-man quarterback totem pole, a se- 
ries of developments and his own play 
contributed to his steady rise up the depth 
chart. Four days before the Gators’ ’84 
season opener, the last of the quarter- 
backs ahead of Bell, senior Dale Dormin- 


ey, suffered a season-ending knee injury 
at practice. Instantly, Kerwin Bell, the un- 
wanted, unknown, walk-on redshirt fresh- 
man, was elevated to the first unit. 

Wide receiver Ricky Nattiel was stand- 
ing next to Bell at that fateful moment. 

“Well, Country,” Nattiel said to Bell, 
“looks like you’re gonna have to grow up 
big-time now.” 

The following Saturday, Bell battled toe 
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Kerwin Bell 


to toe with Heisman finalist Kosar and the 
defending national champion Miami Hur- 
ricanes. The rookie coolly steered the 
Gators 52 yards to an apparent winning 
touchdown in the closing minute, convert- 
ing two fourth downs to keep the drive 
alive, as bedlam gripped Tampa Stadium. 
It wasn’t Bell’s fault that Kosar pulled the 
game out with some magic of his own in 
the remaining 41 seconds. Florida lost, but 
Bell’s 15-of-30 passing performance indeli- 
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bly stamped him as a young man of re- 
markable poise and promise. 

Bell went on to lead the Gators to their 
first-ever Southeastern Conference title, 
which the league later took away because 
of the recruiting violations. He finished 
his freshman season with 98 completions 
in 184 attempts for 1,614 yards, 16 touch- 
downs and only seven interceptions and 
was named by league coaches as the SEC 
Player of the Year. Under his leadership, 
Florida went 9-1-1 (8-0 under Hall) and 
was named the national champion by The 
Sporting News. (The Gators finished third 
in the Associated Press poll.) 
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Bell, nicknamed ‘‘the Throwin’ 
Mayoan,” proved he was no fluke by com- 
pleting 62.5 percent of his 288 passes for 
2,687 yards and 21 touchdowns as a sopho- 
more last season. He was intercepted only 
eight times and ranked No. 2 in the nation 
in passing efficiency. The Gators again 
went 9-1-1, so Bell’s two-year record as a 
starting quarterback is 18-2-2. 

But the Gators also were ineligible for 
the conference title again and had to 
watch two teams they had defeated— 
Miami and Tennessee—compete in the 
Sugar Bowl. Nevertheless, Florida wound 
up ranked fourth nationally by The Sport- 
ing News and fifth by the AP. 

Bell punctuated his sophomore season 
last November by throwing for 343 yards 
and three TDs in a 38-14 romp over dan- 
gerous rival Florida State. The stunning 
show prompted the ultimate midfield 
compliment from Seminoles Coach Bobby 
Bowden. Pumping Bell’s hand after the 
game, Bowden playfully asked: “Wouldn’t 
you like to transfer to Florida State next 
year?” 

“He’s my kind of guy,” Bowden told 
reporters after the game. “We had two 
guys hanging on him ... and he gets off a 
beauty of a pass that kills us. He never 
stopped killing us all day. We couldn’t do 
anything with him. We looked at all the 
Florida films this year and didn’t see a 
time when Bell didn’t ignite them.” 

Auburn Coach Pat Dye also had compli- 
mentary words for Bell after the Gators’ 
14-10 triumph over the Tigers. 

“Kerwin Bell has to be as productive as 
any quarterback in our conference,” he 
said. “He is a good throwing quarterback, 
and he is also great getting out of the rush 
and scrambling.” 

Despite all these accolades, a number 

of factors have combined to keep Bell 

\, a regional secret. The television and 

\ bowl sanctions have kept most of 

the nation from seeing him play. In 
) addition, he has been oversha- 

dowed by the presence of other out- 
standing quarterbacks within the 
state—first Kosar and now his suc- 
cessor at Miami, Vinny Testaverde. 
The lack of publicity has left Bell 
several lengths behind Testaverde 
and Michigan State tailback Lorenzo 
White in the Heisman race this fall. 
And, in truth, Bell’s hopes for a Heis- 


4 man probably are more realistic in his 
* senior season of 1987, when the Gators 
~ will return to television and their rebuilt 
' offensive line matures (although All- 


America guard Jeff Zimmerman will have 
graduated by then). Florida will not be on 
TV during the regular season this year, 
although it will be eligible for the SEC title 
and a bow! bid. 

Even so, Florida publicist Norm Carl- 
son is doing his best to promote Bell for 
this year’s award. Carlson takes solace in 
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Top-notch guard Jeff Zimmerman 
heads an offensive line that will 
have to protect Heisman hopeful 
Kerwin Bell. 


“The Army Reserve frained me in 
electronics, but the surprise 


is what I've learned about people. 
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Kerwin Bell 


two interesting coincidences regarding 
Spurrier and his Heisman in 1966. Most 
importantly, the ‘66 Gators also did not 
appear on television. In addition, Spurrier 
got married just before he won the Heis- 
man; Bell married his high school sweet- 
heart last May. 

Carlson is planning to mail out news re- 
leases—with special artwork—updating 
Bell’s game-by-game performances this 
fall. On one corner of the page will be a 
picture of a TV cameraman in a football 
stadium with a superimposed circle and 
slash, the international symbol for “no.” 
Carlson wants to remind Heisman voters 
of the disadvantage Bell faces against the 
other candidates. 

“Right now, college football needs 
some positive stories,” Carlson said, “and 
there is certainly none more positive than 
Kerwin.” 

Indeed, this drawling, ever-smiling lad 
of rural stock is a compelling “Tom 
Sawyer Goes To College” saga. For exam- 
ple, he did not join the thousands of other 


college students who spent their spring 
breaks swilling beer at the beaches and 
performing half gainers off motel balcon- 
ies. Bell went home to help his father 
plant tobacco. 

For most of the week, Kerwin spent 
long, grueling days poking tobacco seed- 
lings into the soil. He kicked up his heels 
in the evenings by driving over to his old 
high school gym for spirited games of bas- 
ketball with old buddies and his fiancee, 
Cosette Odom, a 22-points-per-game high 
school star who turned down a junior col- 
lege basketball offer to become a ma- 
jorette at Florida. 

A lost bout with a dormitory stairwell 
upon his return from spring break under- 
scored Bell’s immense value to the 
Gators. Kerwin and two teammates were 
unloading their cars when they decided to 
see who had the fastest footwork going 
down the stairs. Their feet were a blur, 
hitting each step as spelled out in the 
ground rules. Then Bell slipped, pain shot 
through his ankle and Gatordom’s collec- 
tive hearts sank. 

Fortunately for the Gators, it was only 
a badly turned ankle that kept Bell side- 
lined for three practice sessions, most of 


which he spent begging trainer Chris Pat- 
rick to let him back into uniform. 

Said Bell: “Those were the first prac- 
tices I had ever missed—junior high, high 
school or college—and it was eatin’ me up 
to stand and watch. I just hate to sit out. I 
thrive on competition, even if it’s just 
practice.” 

Many former football players will hear 
of Bell begging to practice and wonder if 
he’s been smoking funny cigarettes. But 
that’s just the way he is, longing to com- 
pete, longing to improve his considerable 
skills. 

“That’s the thing about Kerwin,” Hall 
said. “He wants to get better. He wants to 
be a great quarterback.” 

Spring practice for a player who had 
ranked among the top four quarterbacks 
in the nation two straight years would 
seem to be a nice time to coast through 
the balmy March and April afternoons on 
one’s laurels. But not for Bell. Just prior to 
the start of spring drills, Bell approached 
Hall and said that if he was planning on 
taking it easy on him or holding him out 
of scrimmages, well, please reconsider. 

“I know the only way I can improve is 
to be right in the thick of the competi- 
tion,” Bell said. 

That improvement, Hall said, has been 
clear-cut and measurable. 

“He’s now getting to be a very knowl- 
edgeable quarterback,” the coach said. 
“This spring, Kerwin really made strides 
in the area of reading coverages, going to 
third and fourth receivers. And he is 
steadily becoming more and more of a 
leader. Last year it was Neal (Anderson) 
and John L. (Williams, a pair of senior 
running backs) who were sort of the lead- 
ers of the offense. But Kerwin has become 
very assertive.” 

Bell agrees that his most significant im- 
provement has come in reading defenses. 

“As a freshman, I'd look at one receiver 
and maybe a second, then start trying to 
find someplace to scramble,” he said. 
“Now I look at the defenders, like you’re 
supposed to, and I don’t even have to 
think about where my fourth receiver is. 
It just seems automatic. ... 

“T think a lot of players are looking for 
me to take charge, and I don’t see that as 
a problem. I’ve always felt that was sec- 
ond nature to me.” 

Bell figures to fill that leadership role 
capably, if only because he is well re- 
spected by his teammates and he has 
proven his intense desire to excel. He is 
determined to be No. 1, whether it’s in 
Heisman balloting, one-on-one basketball 
against Cosette or a race down a stair- 
well. 

By the way, Kerwin, did you win that 
race? 

“Well-l-l-l,” he drawled, a sheepish 
smile widening, “I was in front when I 
fell.” 


Larry Guest is the sports editor and columnist for 
the Orlando Sentinel. 


Kerwin Bell’s determination paid 
off and finally made a believer out 
of Florida Coach Galen Hall. 
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Rain, 
Rain and 
More Rain 
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By NICK BERTRAM 


o live in Oregon, one must have pa- 

i tience, great quantities of patience, 

to face the countless days of gray 
skies and seemingly continuous drizzle 
that drive lesser men to places like (shud- 
der) California. 

Yet when the sky is clear and the 
weather warm, you find you are living in 
the midst of a scenic masterpiece. The 
moments may be fleeting, but they are 
majestic. All you need is patience. 

Oregonians really aren’t that different 
from the rest of mankind. It’s true they 
can draw an umbrella skyward faster 
than most. And when the sun is showing, 
they will be scampering across the coun- 
tryside with fishing poles, rafts, skis, 
beach balls, backpacks, boats and hunting 
rifles as if a bell had just rung for recess. 

Sometimes you can even get them to sit 
still in one place long enough to partic- 
ipate in America’s Great Rite of Fall and 
watch a college football game. Yes, true 
Oregonians do love their college football. 
It helps test their patience. 

Job would have been a Duck or Beaver 
booster if he had lived in present-day Ore- 
gon instead of Old Testament Palestine. 
You want trials and tribulations waiting 
for something good to happen, then con- 
sider football at Oregon and Oregon State. 

The kindest thing you can say about 
their recent programs is that they are the 
cornerstones of the Pacific-10 Conference. 
Cornerstones, that is, as in the embedded 
fixtures at the bottom of a structure. 


During the last 16 seasons, Oregon 
State’s Beavers and Oregon’s Ducks have 
combined to win a grand total of 57 Pac-10 
games, which translates to less than two 
league victories a year for each team. 

If that wouldn’t try Job’s soul, how 
about this? 

The last time the Duck faithful were 
able to plan their holiday season around a 
bowl game—any kind of bowl game—was 
23 seasons ago. The year was 1963. Presi- 
dent Kennedy had just been assassinated, 
the Beatles were a new singing group and 
Oregon beat Southern Methodist in the 
Sun Bowl. 

If you want to find the Ducks in a Rose 
Bowl game, you have to go back to the 
days of the Pacific Coast Conference and 
the 1957 season, 29 years ago, when their 
current coach, Rich Brooks, still was in 
high school. 

High-water marks for Oregon football 
in the last two decades have been a quar- 
tet of six-win seasons. Fortunately for the 
patient, three of them have been in the 
last seven years under Brooks. 

But even Job may not have retained his 
Beaver Booster card. True, the Beavers 
did play in the Rose Bowl just 22 seasons 
ago, but Oregon State has not had a win- 
ning season since 1970 and hasn’t been 
close since 1971. 

The Beavers have had three-victory 
seasons three times since then, but in be- 
tween was a 14-game losing skid. That 
streak was snapped with a three-point win 
over Fresno State, but 19 more losses fol- 
lowed before the Beavers could cheer a 


Rain, Rain 
and Even 
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victory. 

There was one long downpour that pelt- 
ed the Beaver faithful for four forgettable 
years as Oregon State managed just three 
victories in 44 tries. The first came 
against Stanford in 1979 when, with the 
score tied, 31-31, and 1:13 to play, the Car- 
dinal kickoff returner took the ball near 
the goal line, unknowingly stepped back 
into his end zone and dropped his knee to 
the turf to give the Beavers a game-win- 
ning safety. The other triumphs were re- 
corded against Fresno State and Division 
I-AA Montana. Rah-rah. 

Then there was the awful moment of 
truth on a rainy Saturday in 1983 when 
Oregon and Oregon State met and neither 
could score. That’s right, a 0-0 tie. Ugh. 

All these rainstorms and darknesses 
aside, there have been those momentary 
glorious days in the sun for the loyal, pa- 
tient Oregonians. Norm Van Brocklin 
once quarterbacked at Oregon before 
going on to professional fame with the 
Los Angeles Rams and the Philadelphia 
Eagles. So did George Shaw, once the Na- 
tional Football League’s bonus pick by the 
Baltimore Colts, a year before they found 
a guy named Johnny Unitas on the sand- 
lots of Louisville, Ky. Dan Fouts quarter- 
backed in Duckville, too, before taking his 
fabulous arm to San Diego. And he passed 
and handed off to a pretty fair athlete 
once-named Bobby Moore and now 
known as Ahmad Rashad. 

Ever hear of John McKay and John 
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Robinson? Did you know they not only got 
their coaching starts at Oregon, but 
played there, too? 

Oregon State football reached its glory 
days in the late ‘50s with Tommy 
Prothro’s single wing and sustained them 
a decade later under Dee Andros and his 
power-T. 

“Bring on Number 1” was the Great 
Pumpkin’s battle cry in 1967 when in one 
marvelous fall he dethroned No. 2 Purdue, 
tied No. 2 UCLA and then beat No. 1 USC 
and O.J. Simpson in the Oregon mud. 

In a remarkable 1962 season, the Bea- 
vers were 8-2 and their quarterback, 
Terry Baker, became the first West Coast 
player to win the Heisman Trophy. Ore- 
gon State, not yet a member of the league, 
was invited to the Liberty Bowl where, on 
the frozen turf in Philadelphia’s Veterans 
Stadium, Baker skirted left end and sped 
99 yards for a 6-0 victory over Villanova. 

Those are the memories that keep Ore- 
gonians patient. 

Since then, both programs have slipped 
away in various directions and for various 
reasons. 

Oregon was winning five and six games 
a year regularly 15 years ago under Jerry 
Frei, but certain alumni wanted more— 
especially some wins against those blan- 
kety-blank Beavers—and demanded that 
Frei fire his staff, which included Robin- 
son. Frei received little help from his 
higher administration in holding off the 
donors and apparently quit in disgust. 

There would be seven years of famine 
and three coaching regimes before 
Brooks, a Beaver who played on that '62 
Liberty Bowl team and coached at Ore- 
gon State under Andros for five years be- 
fore moving on to the pros, directed back- 
to-back winning seasons in 1979 and 1980. 
But the Ducks would spend the next few 
years trying to pick up the pieces from 
their involvement in a West Coast bogus 
credit scandal. 

Oregon State’s demise started more 
than 15 years ago over, of all things, a 
beard. It grew on the chin of Fred Milton, 
a black athlete. Andros told him to shave 
it. Milton refused. It became a campus 
issue. Years later, the two have recon- 
ciled, but for a long time Andros was pre- 
sumed to be a bigot in black communities 
and the Beavers no longer were able to 
recruit quality black athletes. 

“Tt hurt us for a number of years,” 
Andros said recently. Make that de- 
stroyed. 

The issue is long past. Blacks on the 
current Beaver roster were about 5 years 
old at the time, but in reality Oregon State 
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Autzen Stadium (above) is home of the Oregon Ducks while Oregon State, 
come rain or shine, plays its home games at Parker Stadium (below). 


football never has been the same. 

But then college football in Oregon isn’t 
quite the same as it is in, say, Lincoln, 
Ann Arbor, South Bend, Tuscaloosa—or 
even California. The trouble is, when the 
sun is shining, there are too many things 
to do besides watch football in Oregon’s 
outdoor wonderland, which is why the pa- 
tient live here. And when it rains every- 
one gets wet, and even Oregonians know 
when it’s time to come out of that stuff. 

Still, the Ducks and Beavers have main- 
tained their membership in the powerful 
Pac-10, but it is getting harder. 

While every other state school’s athlet- 
ic department in the Pac-10 receives at 
least some state money for coaches’ sala- 
ries, players’ tuition, facilities and their 
women’s programs, the Beavers and the 
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Ducks get nary a penny. And if you listen 
to members of the state Legislature, they 
are not likely to fork over any cash for 
such a frivolous thing as college football 
in the near future. The sport obviously 
doesn’t rate as high with voters in Oregon 
as it does in most parts of the country. 

So, the Beavers and Ducks have had to 
survive on their shares of the Pac-10’s lu- 
crative $5.8 million Rose Bowl contract, a 
share of the league’s television revenue 
(because they rarely pull a TV game of 
their own), gate revenue, fund raising and 
booster donations. 

That was fine until the turn of the dec- 
ade, when a recession in the wood prod- 
ucts industry, Oregon’s No. 1 business, 
struck the Willamette Valley, the home of 
both universities. Mills closed weekly, 


thousands were out of work. Combined 
with losing performances on the field, at- 
tendance at both schools began to shrink. 

The recession seemed to hurt Oregon 
more than Oregon State. Oregon is locat- 
ed in Eugene, which is in the heart of lum- 
berland and thrives on the wood products 
business. Oregon State’s locale is Corval- 
lis, a sleepy college town 40 miles away 
from the once-bustling Eugene. It never 
had the lumber money and always had 
strong ties to Portland, the state’s largest 
city, which has a diversified financial 
base as well as a three-county population 
of more than 1 million. 

Before 1980, when interest rates 
skyrocketed and new housing starts came 
to a near standstill across the land, ad- 
ministrators at Oregon believed they 
could survive quite well with the nearby 
booming population of people in the lum- 
ber industry. They wrote off Portland, 
which sits 130 miles to the north. 

Then in two short years, the bottom 
dropped out of the state’s wood products 
economy. Employment in lumber busi- 
nesses fell from 81,000 in 1979 to 56,000 in 
1982. Oregon did a nose dive, going from 
one of the nation’s most desirable places 
to live to one of the worst. 

Oregonians once had proudly pro- 
claimed to the rest of the country, “Come 
and visit, but don’t stay.” But during the 
nightmarish years of 1982 and 1983, they 
saw their population actually drop, and 
most of the people leaving were from the 
Eugene area where the mills once stood. 


Attendance at the football games 
seemed to correlate to the declining popu- 
lation, although at the time it was easy to 
explain away the vacant seats by pointing 
at the won-lost records. In 1985, the Bea- 
vers averaged just 25,501 fans per game in 
40,600-seat Parker Stadium. The previous 
year, the Ducks averaged 25,719 in Autzen 
Stadium, which holds 41,000. Oregon State 
attracted an average of 23,625 in 1983, and 
in 1982, when the recession was at its 
worst, Oregon’s average was just 23,110, 
which includes a crowd of 40,381 for a 
game against Notre Dame. Take away 
the gate for the Irish and the Ducks 
averaged less than 20,000. 

When the Pac-10’s minimum guarantee 
to visiting teams was $25,000, as it was a 
few short years ago, you could survive fi- 
nancially with these patient few fans. But 
when the guarantee skipped to $75,000, it 
was a different story. This year the mini- 
mum leaps to $125,000 and there’s no 
guarantee (no pun intended) it will stop 
there. 

These numbers are far more serious 
than 2-9 or 1-10. They mean that the Bea- 
vers and Ducks must attract far larger 
crowds if they want to stay in the fast lane 
of college football and take home that 
Rose Bow! loot. 

Oregon Athletic Director Bill Byrne es- 
timated that he must draw more than 
30,000 fans for each Pac-10 game just to 
pay the guarantee. Both he and his count- 
erpart at Oregon State, Lynn Snyder, have 
done their rainy-day homework. When it 


rains, Byrne estimated, he loses between 
6,000 and 8,000 customers. Snyder’s figures 
show 5,000 to 7,500 stay away. In Oregon, 
if you haven’t guessed by now, it rains. 
Often. 

So, Byrne has come up with the idea of 
putting a dome over Autzen to keep his 
fans dry. Snyder’s plan is to roof part of 
Parker. And the patient supporters will be 
asked to be patient a little longer and dig 
a little deeper in their pockets to finance 
the new structures. 

The legends agree with the roofing no- 
tions. Baker, now a successful lawyer in 
Portland, rarely makes the 90-mile trip to 
Corvallis to watch the Beavers. 

“T have too many things to do,” he ex- 
plained. But he thinks the patient will be 
rewarded. 

“It can come back if the schools take 
the right step and improve the facilities,” 
he said. “And if the NCAA requires that 
athletes be students as well, that will 
help.” 

Fouts thinks an Oregon dome not only 
might attract more people and better re- 
cruits, but that it also might help the team 
win more games. 

“I remember a game against California 
when I had two passes intercepted,” he 
said. “Both balls bounced off the hands of 
receivers because it was so wet. I hope 
that never happens to another quarter- 
back.” 

He also sees a better home-field advan- 
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tage. “When they decided to play pro foot- 
ball in the Seattle Kingdome, I thought it 
was a mistake,” the All-Pro quarterback 
said. “I remembered how we hated to 
play at (Washington’s) Husky Stadium be- 
cause of the fans and the rain. What I for- 
got was that the fans would go to the 
Kingdome, too, and make more noise 
than they could in the stadium.” 

Robinson, now the coach of the Los An- 
geles Rams, agrees. 

“Oregon needs an edge to compete 
properly in the Pac-10, something 
unique,” he said. “Put a cover on Autzen 
and Oregon could have one of the most 
unique stadiums in the world. They could 
always throw the ball at home, and going 
to the games might become an ‘in’ thing 
to do. People could dress stylishly and 
leave their galoshes and umbrellas at 
home.” 

Economic times are better now in Ore-. 
gon, and the sun is shining sporadically 
again. Interest rates have dropped, the 
lumber industry is moving, but no one is 
predicting it ever will return to its boom 
times of 1979. 

“The recession had a lot of influence on 
what kind of support we could give the 
universities,” said Loren (Stub) Stewart, 
chairman of the board of Boehima, a Eu- 
gene lumber manufacturing company and 
a donor to both schools. ‘We had one 
dickens of a time staying alive. I haven’t 
had the money to support the way I nor- 
mally do.” 

Even though some of the mills are 
working again, they don’t have the same 
high employment they once had as man- 
agers have figured out ways to trim costs, 
Stewart said. So, the lumber workers 
aren’t moving back to Oregon in droves. 

Surprisingly, through all of this, donor 
contributions have risen every year at Or- 
egon State. And at Oregon, Byrne, who is 
entering his third year as athletic direc- 
tor, discovered that his predecessors had 
ignored Portland, so he immediately es- 
tablished a fund-raising office there. Now 
Duck contributions also are at an all-time 
high. 

But if any school is winning the battle 
for Portland and its population and dol- 
lars, Oregon State has the edge. Both 
schools used to play in antiquated Civic 
Stadium at least once a year, but they left 
more than a decade ago for their newer, 
more spacious arenas. The Beavers re- 
turned to the now-renovated Portland sta- 
dium in 1984 and this year will play there 
against Rose Bowl champion UCLA. 

Meanwhile, with their own stadium still 
uncovered, the Ducks head into the future 
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behind Brooks, who is in his 10th season 
and has a remarkable record of never 
being on the losing side of the annual Ore- 
gon-Oregon State game, going back to his 
years as a player at Oregon State. He also 
has won 11 games in the last two seasons, 
and last year the Ducks had the Pac-10’s 
all-league quarterback (Chris Miller, who 
returns), all-league tailback (Tony Cher- 
ry) and all-league flanker (Lew Barnes). 

The Beavers are playing for the second 
year under Coach Dave Kragthorpe, a 53- 
year-old gentleman who believes in a ball- 
control passing game and who also has 
the Beaver fans believing again. Why? On 
a magical afternoon in Seattle last Octo- 
ber 19, Kragthorpe took on mighty Wash- 
ington as a 37-point underdog. Hours later, 
56,544 Husky fans sat stunned. The Bea- 
vers, with a freshman quarterback who 
was supposed to redshirt the season, had 
beaten the Huskies, 21-20. The men in Las 
Vegas who set the betting lines couldn’t 
remember a team ever beating a larger 
spread. 

For such moments the patient do wait. 

But given the recent history of Oregon- 
Oregon State football, isn’t this taking pa- 
tience to the absurd? 

“Sometimes you wonder,” said Bert 
Babb, a Eugene merchant and longtime 
Beaver booster. “But it’s young people you 
are helping.” 

And on the campuses it’s fortunate that 
the young people have short memories 
and still can get into a football weekend. 

At Oregon, players like Miller and 
Barnes are the same kind of heroes they 
would be on other campuses. 

“Lew had this 280Z with a special li- 
cense plate that said ‘BARNES,’” said 
Rob Collias, a senior and sports editor of 
the school’s newspaper, the Emerald. 
“When Chris walks around, people know 
who he is. They don’t belong to any frater- 
nities, but they could walk into any frat 
party and be welcome.” 

And the students still rally around the 
team. Collias remembers huddling with 
6,000 classmates on the day of the Ducks’ 
Civil War game with Oregon State. 

“It was 9 degrees and the wind chill was 
below zero,” he said. 

He also remembers the day in 1983 
when they passed out roses before an Ore- 
gon-Washington game. The Ducks had 
started out 2-0 in the Pac-10 and were 
playing host to the mighty Huskies. 

“There was a lot of stuff going on that 
week,” he said, “but we got crushed.” 

Students at Oregon State had grown ap- 
athetic until Kragthorpe arrived, accord- 
ing to Todd Henderson, a senior and 
sports editor of the Barometer. 

“Students didn’t have any respect for 
Joe Avezzano (Kragthorpe’s predeces- 
sor),” Henderson explained. “He didn’t 
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run a tight ship. Football players were in 
trouble with the police and they had 
grade problems. 

“We're not stupid. They were causing a 
lot of trouble, and losing made it worse. 
People still care here, though. They are 
just tired of losing.” 

The same goes for the true boosters. 

“I remember one year we were playing 
at Oklahoma,” said Duck backer Harold 
Taylor, a Portland businessman, “and on 
the way my wife asked me if I really 
thought we had a chance to win. I told 
her, ‘Margaret, if I didn’t think we’d win, 
we wouldn’t be going.’ I’m an eternal opti- 
mist. I guess you have to be to stay in- 
volved.” 

Some of the optimism is wearing thin 
around the Ducks, though. 

“It’s really been frustrating,” said Doug 
Ward, a Portland stockbroker who went 
to Oregon during the Fouts years and has 
been a faithful follower ever since. “I 
don’t think a coach who is in his ninth 
year in the program should be beaten, 63- 
0." The Ducks were on the wrong end of 
that score at Nebraska last year. 

“That blew it apart for me,” Ward said. 
“I'd been going to the meetings, I’d gone 
along with the hype, but it was a realiza- 
tion. Nothing really has changed in nine 
years.” 

And some can joke about it. 

“T read an article about Oregon spring 
practice and how great the quarterback 
was,” Babb said. “So I called a Duck back- 
er and said, ‘You'd better get your tickets 
to the Rose Bowl; the Ducks are always 
going this time of year.’” 

Meanwhile, the formerly fierce in-state 
rivalry between the two universities has 
cooled in recent years. Much used to be 
written and said about the annual Civil 
War game, but Oregon’s recent domina- 
tion of the Beavers has limited that. In a 
state where the general reaction to a 
Duck or Beaver victory is pleasant sur- 
prise, not ecstasy, it’s hard to get excited 
about a game that has not resembled a 
clash of titans in years. After all, if these 
programs were meant to be powerhouses, 
would the founders have named the 
teams after rodents and waterfowl? 

Maybe it’s Kragthorpe and his stunner 
over Washington, but it’s hard to get any 
complaints from the Beaver followers, 
and it always has been. 

“T think the Oregon State people have 
always stood behind the program, win, 
lose or draw,” said Bart Currie, a Portland 
insurance salesman. 

Or as Ward would say, “They are condi- 
tioned to losing.” 

Better yet, it’s probably the patience of 
being an Oregonian. & 


Nick Bertram is a sports columnist for the Port- 
land Oregonian. 
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An Offensive Wizard 


Maryland’s Ross 
Returns Terps 
To Head of Class 


By DOUG DOUGHTY 


t is the nature of the coaching profes- 
| that Bobby Ross worked for 25 

years to become an overnight sensa- 
tion. 

Practically unknown when he was 
hired at Maryland, Ross took a successful 
program built by Jerry Claiborne and re- 
turned it to the head of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference class. 

A few eyebrows were raised in January 
1982 when fledgling administrator Dick 
Dull introduced Ross, then an assistant 
with the Kansas City Chiefs, as the Terra- 
pins’ new coach. Ross had spent one sea- 
son (1972) as an assistant at Maryland, but 
Terp fans easily could have lost sight of 
him when he left to take the head coach- 
ing job at The Citadel. 

“Nobody had ever heard of him,” said 
Dull, who had been athletic director for 
just a matter of months when Claiborne 
resigned to go to Kentucky. “A lot of peo- 
ple questioned our decision and my san- 
ity. 

“There were questions why we had 
hired a pro assistant, especially a pro as- 
sistant nobody had ever heard of, and why 
we had hired somebody with a losing rec- 
ord.” 

Ross was 24-31 in five seasons at The 
Citadel, a military school in Charleston, 
S.C., but was 17-16 the last three years and 
appeared to have the program in solid 
shape when he left. 

“T hit The Citadel at perhaps the worst 
possible time (1973),”’ Ross said, “but I 
thought I did a very good job there. It was 
right after the Vietnam War; in fact, there 
probably were still some skirmishes going 
on. Nobody was interested in the mili- 
tary.” 

Also, the Bulldogs’ schedule was brutal 
for a program that later would join Divi- 
sion I-AA. There was only one classifica- 
tion at the time, Division I, and the Bull- 
dogs routinely met such teams as 
Clemson, Tulane and Navy. 

Ross is known for his offensive wi- 
zardry, but he gained that reputation rela- 
tively late in his career. Indeed, five of his 
seven seasons as a college assistant were 
spent on defense. 

During his time as an assistant, Ross 
benefited from the opportunity to work 
for a number of highly regarded coaches, 
including Claiborne, John McKenna at 
Virginia Military Institute, Lou Holtz and 
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Bobby Ross brought an innovative offensive philosophy to Maryland 
and helped the Terrapins return to the head of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference class. 


26 »* The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook 


ay] Sl i de as 


Preseason 


nw “ 


AEE 
VWwrr = | 


Mississippi 
Fresno State 
ah Alabama 
Mark Bellini. nee Brigham Young 
Tim Brown Notre Dame 
Cris Carter... F Ohio State 
Lonzell Hill.. an Washington 
Georgia Tech 
Long Beach State 
Temple 
Kelvin Martin Boston College 
Ricky Nattiel Florida 
Terrance Roulhac.... Clemson 
Scott Schwedes Syracuse 
James. Shibest Arkansas 
Penn State 


Jerry Ball .........00000 SMU 
Jerome Brown......... 275 Senior Miami (Fla.) 
Jason Buck... 274 Senior BrighamYoung 
Chad Henning ? 250 Junior — Air Force 

Curt Jarvis....... cr 266 Senior Alabama 

Tim Johnson.... 251 Senior Penn State 
Mark Messner . 243 Junior Michigan 
Danny Noonan 280 Senior Nebraska 
Darrell Reed .... 211 Junior $Oklahéma 
Tracy Rocker... 259 Soph. Auburn 
Reggie Rogers. 250 Senior Washington 
Rod Saddler ............ 273 Senior Texas A&M 
Bob White................ 236 Senior Penn State 
Majett Whiteside ..... 6-02 250 Soph. California 
Keith Williams..... -| 6-04 260 Senior Florida 
Tony Woods............. Pittsburgh 


gt. Class College 


William Harris... 6-05 234 Senior | Texas 
Keith Jackson 6-03 241 Junior Oklahoma 
Trevor Molini 6-04 229 Junior . Brigham Young 


Steve Apke.............. 

Cornelius Bennett ...] 6-04 235 Senior Alabama 

Brian Bosworth ....... 6-02 234 Junior Oklahoma 

Michael Brooks ....... 6-01 235 Senior Louisiana State 
Sssvescess 6-03 222 Senior Penn State 

Seasenct 6-04 215 Junior USC 

Byron Evans............. 6-02 217 Senior Arizona 

Chuck Faucette........ 6-02 238 Senior Maryland 

Brad Hastingg.......... 6-03 235 Senior Texas Tech 

Johnny Holland ....... 6-02 219 Senior Texas A&M 

Dale Jones............... 6-02 227 Senior Tennessee 

Mike Junkin.. - 16-04 245 Senior ,Duke 

Terry Maki.............-. 6-02 236 Senior Aijr Force 

Hardy Nickerson ..... 6-03 230 Senior California 

Ken Norton.............. 6-02 222 Junior UCLA 

Barry Remington..... 6-04 225 Senior Colorado 

Bill Romanowski...... 6-03 224 Junior , Boston College 

Matt Smith............... 6-03 235 Senior West Virginia 

Chris Spielman........ 6-02 224 ° Junior Ohio State 

Tyronne Stowe........ 6-02 225 Senior Rutgers 

David Wyman.......... 6-03 231 Senior Stanford 


Senior -Pittsburgh , 


College 


Jeff Bregel Senior USC 
Eric Coyle... se Senior Colorado 
John Davis Senior Georgia Tech 
Randy Dixon.. Senior Pittsburgh 
Kevin Gogan.. a5 Senior Washington 
Mark Hutson.. es Junior Oklahoma 
Bob Maggs ae Senior Ohio State 
Wes Neighbors Senior Alabama 
Anthony Phillips Soph. Oklahoma 
Ben Tamburello Senior Auburn 
Senior Tennessee 
Senior Florida 


Class College 


Kerwin Bell Junior Florida 

Jim Harbaugh Senior Michigan 
Jamelle Holieway Soph. Oklahoma 
Alfred Jenkins Senior Arizona 
Chris Miller Senior Oregon 
Kevin Murray.. Junior Texas A&M 
John Paye... Senior Stanford 
Mike Shula . Senior Alabama 
Don Smith ng Senior Mississippi State 
Kevin Sweeney Senior Fresno State 
Vinny Testaverde .... Senior Miami (Fla.) 


College 


Oklahoma 
6-00 182 Junior Arizona 
Travis Curtis............ 5-11 181 Senior West Virginia 
Ricky Dixon............. 6-10 180 Junior Oklahoma i 
Thomas Everett....... 177. Senior Baylor . f 

Rcbsdovanntes 195 Senior Baylor 

Seaksaxeags 205 Senior Oklahoma State 

205 Senior USC ; 
178 Senior. UCLA 


Sonny Brown........... Senior 
Chuck Cecil............. 


' f Mark Moore............. 194 Senior Oklahoma State 
Jeff Van Raaphorst - Senior « Arizona State ° L. Northington 185 Senior Oregon State 
Richard Peavy 189 Senior Texas ' 


Tim Peoples... 
Garland Rivers 
Deion Sanders 
Brian Washington... 


193 Senior Washington 
185 Senior Michigan 

175 Soph. Florida State 
6-01 220 Junior Nebraska Miami's 
James Washington.. | 6-01 196 Junior UCLA Vi » Testaverd. 
Jarvis Williams......... 6-00 185 <Junior Florida: inny Lestaverde 
Rod Woodson ......... Senior Purdue 


Class College 


Steve Bartalo Senior: . Colorado State 
Lydell Carr Junior Oklahoma 

D.J. Dozier Senior Penn State 
Doug DuBose........... Senior -Nebraska 

Rick Fenney Senior Washington 
Brent Fullwood ........ Senior Auburn 

Gaston Green Junior UCLA 

Marc Hicks Soph. California © 
Brad Muster .. Junior Stanford 

Paul Palmer Senior Temple 

Troy Stradford... Senior Boston College 


. 


Tennessee’s 
Dale Jones 


Louis Berry.............. 


Senior Florida State 
Barry Helton... 


6-03 195 Junior Colorado 


Reggie Taylor r Senior Cincinnati . Jeff Jaeger...... . [5-11 189. Senior Washington 
Thurman Thomas... : Junior Oklahoma State Bill Smith...... . }6-03 217 Senior Mississippi 
torenzo White Junior Michigan State Var TPA. csstecccax vues 5-10 163 Senior Alabama 


TOP Ti 


1. Oklahoma 4. Alabama 

2. UCLA 5. Miami (Fla.) 

3. Michigan 6. Penn State 
7. Nebraska 


my — 8. Ohio State 
mnt a tte 9. Tennessee 
Wag 10. Texas A&M 


' Coach Barry Switzeny 


| Quarterback Jimjiajbaugh 


41. Florida 18. Baylor Be 
| 412. Washington 19. Georgia Se eae _“ 
13. Auburn 20. Notre Dame Say 


14. Oklahoma St. 

15. Florida State 
| 46. Texas 

17. Southern Cal 


a 


| Sy 


> 


i 


™~ 
; =" 
~~ 
a 
Ye 


/, Safety Jame: Warrington 


‘Tailback Gaston Green 


4) we Dciandiva tackie\ Mark Mase er Gornerback ChuckielMiller 


Class 


Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Junior 
Junior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 


Roy Banks 
Milton Barney... 
Bryan Calder .... 
Mark Carrier 


Calvin Pierce... 
Mike Rice 

Craig Richardson .... 
Monty Sharpe 


TIGHT ENDS 
Hgt. Wgt. Class 


Alonzo Carmichael.. | 6-05 210 Senior 
John Evans 6-02 238 Senior 
John Henry «» 16-05 220 Senior 
Darryl Pearson 6-01 185 Senior: 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Wot. Class 
Randy Barnhill 
Lynn Bychurch 
Mike Callaway 
Larry Clarkson.. 
Harley Griffin . 
David Heim... 
Derrick Johns 
Chris Jones 
Brett Kaiser... 
Kevin Meuth 
Marty Peterson. 
Billy Poe 
C. Schreckengost.... 
Mike Simmonds 
Ed Simmons 
David Swilley .... 
Chris Thatcher.. 
Frank Winters... 


Class 


Senior 
Senior 
Senior 


Eric Beavers 
Bob Bleier 
Kelly Bradley 


PrSeesesn 


College 


Eastern Illinois 
Alcorn State 
Nevada-Reno 
Nicholls State 
Texas Southern 
No. Carolina A&T 
Holy Cross 

NE Louisiana 
Eastern Illinois 
Montana 

E. Washington 
Georgia Southern 


College 


Western Carolina 
Stephen F. Austin 
Richmond 
Alabama State 


College 
Arkansas State 
Nicholls State 
Appalachian St. 
Montana 


South Carolina St. 


SW Missouri 
VMI 

Delaware State 
Sam Houston 
Southwest Texas 
Pennsylvania 
Morehead State 
Murray State 
Indiana State 

E. Washington 
NE Louisiana 
Lafayette 
Western Illinois 


_ College 


Nevada-Reno 
Richmond 


* Montana State 


_1986 Division 1- AA All. America Checklist 


=i 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Wot. Class 


Marcus Allen 
Charles Brantley 
Dan Candeloro 
Anthony Downs 
Tom Gibson 


Will Johnson... 
Aaron Jones... 
Mike Kingston 
John Kropke 
Yves Labissiere 
Mike Makins 
Joe McGrail... 
Chris Melick ... 
Mike Minter 
Marvin Neloms .. 
Bruce Norflee 
Shawn Poole. 
Sean Smith 
Scott Thompson 
Bryan Tuft 


Class 


Darrell Booker 
Mark Farley 
Randy Frazier... 
Brian Gant 
Bill Hadden... 
James Hall 
Fred Harvey 
Tom Hennessey 
Ron Manu 

Greg Manusky.. 
Don Miller 

Dave Pocta.... 
Rufus Porter.. 


Rick Spielman 
Thomas Squires 
Jeff Supp 
Kirk Timmer 
Rafe Wilkinson . 
Joe Williams 


College 


Davidson 
Lafayette 
Delaware State 
Appalachian State’ 
Northern Arizona 
New Hampshire 
Louisiana Tech 
NE Louisiana 
Eastern Kentucky 
E. Washington 
illinois State 

Yale 
UT-Chattanooga 
Delaware 


Arkansas State 
Florida A&M 
Montana 
Grambling State 
The Citadel 
Richmond 
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Delaware 
Northern lowa 
Morehead State 
Illinois State 
Akron 

NW Louisiana 
Eastern Kentucky 
Idaho 

Idaho State 


- Colgate 


Richmond 
William & Mary 
Southern U. 
Yale 
Massachusetts 
Southern Illinois 
Tennessee Tech 
Lehigh 

Montana State 
Richmond 
Grambling State 


ne Gannon. Senior Ree . Class College 
racy Ham.... Senior Georgia Southern ; 
Alan Hooker . Junior No. CarolinaA&T | | iyccpon parce 6-03 209 Hong ie sd a 
Sean Payton Senior Eastern Illinois Kelvin Bellamy.......... 5-11 172 Senior Morehead State 
Todd Brown..... .. | 6-00 172 Senior Marshall 
Matt Cichocki .. 6-01 192 Senior Lehigh ] 
George Duarte 5-10 181 Senior Northern Arizona 
Class College ell Hi nestvase ws | 5-10 192 Senior Southern Illinois 
; OMVabAll i eaveconterseress 6-02 196 Senior Rhode Island 
a ae Milton Mack ........ 5-11 182 Senior Alcorn State 
Junior Northern lowa Jerome Norris . . 6-01 193 Senior Furman 
Senior Akron Mike Raich... 5-11 190 Junior Cornell 
Senior Pennsylvania | | Yeff Smith... 6-01 180 Soph. Illinois State 
Senior Eastern Kentucky tercer ree 5-11 178 Senior Idaho 


Senior NW Louisiana 


Charvez Foger 
Kenny Gamble 
Robbie Gardner 
Rickey Jemison 
Warren Marshall 
Byron Mitchell 


Soph. 

Junior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Junior 


Nevada-Reno 
Colgate. 
Furman 
Arkansas State 
James Madison 
Southern Illinois 


Delaware’s 
Rich Gannon * 


College 


Hat. 


Wot. Class 


Burton Murchison... Junior Lamar . MIM) FOY.........c¢scz200 5-10 210 Junior Georgia Southern 

Ryan Priest Senior Lafayette Patil/Politi).......1...00 5-10 180 Senior Illinois State 

John Settle Senior Appalachian St. Chuck Standiford... }6-03 195 Senior Indiana State 
Junior —_E. Washington Marty Zendejas ....... 5-09 165 Junior Nevada-Reno 
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Marv Levy at William & Mary and Bill 
Peterson at Rice. It was Levy who gave 
Ross his chance in the pros. 

“Initially, he did not offer me a posi- 
tion,” Ross said. “He said he was only 
going to hire coaches with pro experi- 
ence. He was named in December (of 


1977), and I did not go with him till the’ 


middle of February.” 

Ross was in no hurry to leave The Cita- 
del. The school was in a lovely setting, the 
facilities were adequate and the program 
had stabilized. 

“T wouldn’t say my football career has 
been structured,” Ross said. “I’m not on 
any timetable. If a better opportunity 
comes along, my approach has always 
been to look into it and see if it strikes my 
fancy.” 

Levy considered several! pro assistants, 
he said, “but in the end I could think of no 
one better than Bobby.” 

Ross spent four years with the Chiefs, 
during which time Kansas City showed 
steady improvement: 4-12, 7-9, 8-8, 9-7. He 
began by coaching the special teams and 
then helped defensive coordinator Rod 
Rust with the linebackers. His last two 
years, Ross coached the offensive backs. 

“He had a good mind for anything that 
was available,” Levy said. “I was eager to 
give him broader responsibility. I’ve al- 
ways felt Bobby was very well-rounded.” 

Ross never viewed the Chiefs’ job as a 
stepping-stone and was not looking to 
leave when the Maryland job came open. 
His wife, Alice, had enrolled in a nursing 
program, “and we were prepared to stay 
there for a long, long time,” he said. 

A head coaching offer in the pros would 
have been ideal, he said, but “to me, the 
chances of that were minimal.” Yet it was 
clear he had grown as a coach during his 
pro years. 

“T had always considered myself an 
emotional coach, (but) not that I was a 
screamer or hollerer,” he said. “Where I 
changed was, I saw the degree of prepara- 
tion and study in the pros and how it was 
applied. 

“During that time, my priority became 
preparation. I learned to keep an even 
keel of emotion. The season is much 
longer in the pros, and you can’t stay like 
a cat on a hot tin roof the whole year.” 

Said Levy: “In his younger days, he was 
intense to the point where it was hurting 
him. I remember losing a game once 
when a back fumbled. Bobby was despon- 
dent to the point where he was almost 
falling apart. He’s mellowed, which is 
good.” 

It was also during the Kansas City years 
that Ross developed his offensive exper- 
tise. Ross still has 50 reels of film from a 
study he conducted upon being assigned 
the Chiefs’ offensive backs. 

“T developed a philosophy of offense,” 
said Ross, a quarterback and defensive 
back at VMI in the late 1950s. “At The 


Citadel, I was a trend follower. We went 
with the veer because it was what they 
were using before. Now, I had a very spe- 
cific way of doing things. Pro offenses are 
pretty similar, but they weren’t being car- 
ried over to college a lot.” 

Maryland wasn’t particularly looking 
for a pro offense, but Terrapin fans had 
grown weary of Claiborne’s ground- 
oriented philosophy and had shown their 
apathy at the gate. The box office was at 
least one concern when Dull began his 
search. 

Claiborne had led Maryland to three 
straight ACC championships from 1974-76 
and a record 21 conference wins in a row, 
but the Terps were 4-6-1 in his last season. 

“When Jerry left, I had four criteria,” 
Dull said. ‘I wanted a coach who was 
good for the kids. I wanted a coach who 
was good for the reputation of the univer- 
sity. I wanted to win football games. Also, 
I felt there was an importance in playing 
exciting football.” 

Despite his Maryland background, Ross 
became involved with the job almost by 
accident. He was in Kansas City Interna- 
tional Airport one night, waiting for one of 
his sons to return from the Air Force 
Academy, and had some extra time be- 
cause the plane had been delayed by bad 
weather. 

“IT picked up a paper and noticed that 
Jerry Claiborne had resigned to take the 
job at Kentucky,” Ross recalled. “I must 
say it caught me by surprise. I called a 
very good friend on the staff, Terry 
Strock, to offer my help if he needed it. 

“He told me some of the assistants had 
applied and then asked, ‘Would you be in- 
terested?’ I said: ‘Gee, I don’t know. If no- 
body on the staff gets it, I might be.’” 

Shortly thereafter, Ross received a call 
from a member of Claiborne’s staff saying 
the Maryland job probably would go to an 
outsider. Ross sought out Levy, who en- 
couraged him to apply. 

Although he had the respect of his 
coaching peers, Ross definitely was not a 
big name. In fact, Dull didn’t even know 
him. When Ross was at Maryland in 72, 
Dull was practicing law. 

“T felt I was a good judge of character, 
but I didn’t know football,” Dull said. ‘So, I 
had Jack Scarbath (a former All-America 
quarterback at Maryland) go through the 
interview process with me. Jack con- 
vinced me to consider Bobby.” 

Upon visiting Maryland for a second in- 
terview, Ross had asked for a verdict be- 
fore going to Mobile, Ala., for the Senior 
Bowl. When he didn't hear anything, he 
assumed Maryland would hire someone 
else. 

“My name wasn’t being considered a 
lot based on the feedback I was getting 
from the newspapers,” he said. “I didn’t 
figure I had a shot. I got a message to call 
Dick Dull and thought, ‘This is to tell me 
no,’” 
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If Ross was surprised when Dull offered 
him the job, he wasn't alone. 

“Because he’d never had the opportuni- 
ty at a big-time program, people didn’t re- 
alize how good he was,” Dull said. “But 
he'd put in his time. He was no flash in the 
pan. 

“The public thought it was a gamble, 
but I didn’t think so based on the informa- 
tion I had. A lot of people feel pro coaches 
aren’t educators, that they not only can’t 
recruit but don’t have an appreciation for 
academics. We could tell that Bobby be- 
lieved in all the right things.” 

One of Ross’ most admirable traits is 
his integrity. You won’t find many—or 
any—NCAA investigators on the hotel 
registers in College Park. 

“He has a very poor perception of peo- 
ple who do break the rules,” Dull said. 
“He has very little time for the people 
who are constantly in trouble.” 

Chuck Faucette, the Terps’ All-ACC 
linebacker, speculates that Maryland is 
one of the few college football programs 
that has ‘‘never broken a rule. (Ross) 
doesn’t believe in cheating.” 

A number of coaches have open-door 
policies, but many tend to be unapproach- 
able. That doesn’t seem to be the case 
with Ross. 

“I’ve been up in his office for a number 
of reasons,”’ Faucette said. ‘He doesn’t 
make his players a number. He knows 
everybody’s name. A lot of coaches don’t 
have time for everybody on the team.” 

It wasn’t just good rapport with his 
players that made Ross an instant hit in 
College Park. It was his pro-style offense, 
which was largely foreign to the run-con- 
scious ACC. In 1982, Ross’ rookie cam- 
paign, the Terrapins attempted (and com- 
pleted) more passes than they ever had 
before. This exciting style of play capti- 
vated Terp fans, who began flocking back 
to Byrd Stadium. 

The results on the field were inspiring, 
too. Maryland lost its first two games 
under Ross in ’82, but that was just a tem- 
porary setback. They finished 8-4 that 
year, including an Aloha Bowl loss to 
Washington, and have gone to bowl 
games in each of Ross’ other three sea- 
sons, losing one and winning two. 

After finishing second to Clemson in '82, 
Ross’ teams have won three straight ACC 
championships, compiling an overall 34-14 
record. Incredibly, the Terps have won 21 
of 22 ACC games under his tutelage, in- 
cluding the last 17 straight. 

“T think we’ve competed well outside 
the ACC, too,” Ross said. “We've had a lot 
of good wins in the ACC, but we've played 
a lot of the top teams in the country and 
fared well. I feel we've been in every 
game except one, and that was a confer- 
ence game (a 52-27 loss to Clemson in 1983 
that did not affect the ACC standings be- 
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cause the Tigers were on league proba- 
tion).” 

Ross has become a man in demand, re- 
ceiving feelers from Minnesota and Mis- 
souri. His name also has popped up sever- 
al times as a coveted candidate for 
various major head coaching jobs. 

Ross was interviewed at Minnesota 
after last season but returned to sign a 
four-year contract. He had declined Mary- 
land’s offer of a 10-year pact after the 1984 
season and later signed a one-year con- 
tract after having a misunderstanding 
with school administrators. 

Ross was concerned when the school 
was slow in implementing planned im- 
provements to Byrd Stadium and dis- 
turbed that admissions guidelines were 
never spelled out. 

“We had four or five kids signed, and all 
of a sudden we were put in an awkward 
position,” the 49-year-old coach said. 

It would be wrong, however, to assume 
that Ross was impatient or was actively 
pursuing other jobs. 

“My only long-range goal is to coach,” 
he said. “I have no aspirations of going 
into administration or getting out of 
coaching. Now, if I have five consecutive 
losing seasons, that might change things. 
But I’m not saying I'll be here another two 
years and then go to another level or to 
pro ball.” 

The job feelers will continue as long as 
Maryland remains successful, and Dull 
admits he’s worried about losing Ross. 

“You have to be,” Dull said, “but it’s a 
double-edged sword. The worst thing you 
could have is a coach nobody wants. I con- 
sider it a compliment when other teams 
come after ours.” 


There was nothing terribly scientific 
about Duke’s recruiting approach when 
Steve Sloan was named coach in 1983. The 
signing date was fast approaching, and all 
Sloan could do was get a list from prede- 
cessor Red Wilson and hope some of the 
players were uncommitted. 

“We didn’t have many names,” said 
Sloan, who came from Mississippi, “and, 
of course, the admissions policy was new 
to us. We had to take a few chances.” 

In what seemed like a risky move at the 
time, the Blue Devils offered a scholar- 
ship to Mike Junkin, a linebacker from 
Belvidere, Ill. At the time, Junkin was 6- 
foot-3 and 190 pounds and ran 40 yards in 
about 5.0 seconds. 

“We took a chance he would grow into 
his height,” Sloan recalled. ‘‘“Now that 
we're a little more established, I don’t 
know if we would recruit him or not.... 
Probably not, and what a big mistake that 


Running back Tommy Neal 
will play an important part in 
| Maryland’s offense. 


would be.” 

Junkin’s five recruiting visits were to 
Duke, Wisconsin, Rice, Mississippi and 
Louisiana Tech. His older brother, Trey, 
had played at Louisiana Tech before 
going to the National Football League, 
where he now plays for the Los Angeles 
Raiders. 

“My brother’s coach (Billy Brewer) had 
gone to Mississippi, which I’m sure is one 
reason they were interested,” Junkin said. 
“T wasn’t heavily recruited. Duke and 
Rice thought I'd fit in academically and 
might develop as a football player.” 

As it turned out, Duke never got to see 
the tall, skinny kid it had recruited. By the 
time he enrolled, Junkin had gained 20 to 
25 pounds. He now stands 6-4 and weighs 
245 pounds. He’s gotten faster, too, im- 
proving his 40 time to 4.7 seconds. 

After taking over as a starter at the end 
of his freshman year, Junkin has led the 
Blue Devils in tackles the last two sea- 
sons. He was credited with a staggering 
162 tackles last year despite a bad knee 
that required surgery after the season. 

“He was hurt the entire year,” Sloan 
said. “He did not practice after the first 
few weeks, not a down. Normally, you 
wouldn't want to play somebody who 
hasn’t practiced, but he’s just an extraor- 
dinary athlete.” 

Junkin was so discouraged early in the 
season that he approached Sloan after the 
third game to discuss a possible hardship 
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appeal. 

“Tt was a question whether the knee 
would deteriorate to the point where it 
would affect my play,” Junkin said. “Up to 
about the sixth week, I felt I was pretty 
effective, but there was a noticeable dif- 
ference after that.” 

One consolation was the Blue Devils’ 
finish, which included back-to-back vic- 
tories over North Carolina State (31-19) 
and North Carolina (23-21). There had 
been little warning for a Duke turnaround 
after the Blue Devils had lost seven of 
their first nine games. 

“You'd think they’d give up,” Sloan said. 
“Well, I didn’t, but who would have 
thought they’d play as hard as they did?” 

Last year’s strong finish and a bumper 
recruiting crop have brightened Duke’s 
outlook for 1986, but Sloan isn’t predicting 
an Atlantic Coast Conference pennant. A 
winning season and a first-division finish 
are more realistic goals. 

“T think we’re probably two years away 
from contending for the title,” he said. 
“We'll have a pretty good football team, 
but you just don’t integrate 30 freshmen 
that fast.” 

In its favor, Duke has one of the 
league’s top-ranked returning quarter- 
backs in Steve Slayden. The junior is com- 
ing off a fine season in which he complet- 
ed 58.8 percent of his passes (the league 
high) for 1,937 yards. 

The Blue Devils were next to last, how- 
ever, in the ACC in rushing offense. They 
need a productive year out of senior Julius 
Grantham, who has played only one com- 
plete season. 

“T think it’s an established fact that he’s 
injury prone,” Sloan said. “He’s very elu- 
sive and wiggles so much that he’s always 
twisting an ankle or a knee. He’s tough, 
too, maybe too tough. It’s funny, but he 
never gets hurt in the spring.” 

This year’s spring casualty was wide re- 
ceiver Doug Green, who suffered a bro- 
ken collarbone but is expected to be 
ready for the fall. Green had 51 catches 
for a league-high 804 yards and eight 
touchdowns last fall. 

The Blue Devils suffered substantial 
losses on both lines, which figure to be the 
team’s main weak spots. Defensively, 
Duke is strongest at linebacker, of course, 
where Junkin and junior Andy Andreasik 
are returning starters. But the most expe- 
rienced man in the secondary, corner- 
back Fonda Williams, was a freshman last 
year. 

“T think fourth place would be a realis- 
tic goal,” Sloan said when asked to predict 
his team’s ACC finish. “We’re not quite 
good enough to be first or second.” 

All signs point to Maryland, which has 
won three straight ACC championships 
and 17 consecutive conference games, as 
the preseason favorite. Virtually every- 
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1. Maryland 

2. Clemson 

3. Georgia Tech 

4. Virginia 

5. North Carolina 

6. Wake Forest 

7. Duke 

8. North Carolina State 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
RAYMOND CHAVOUS 
Defensive Tackle Clemson 


KENNY FLOWERS 


Tailback Clemson 


TERENCE MACK 


Linebacker /Defensive End Clemson 


MICHAEL DEAN PERRY 


Defensive End 


JIM RIGGS 
Tight End 


sn a | DOUG GREEN 
N.C. State quarterback Erik Kramer. Milde Rerelver 


REGINALD RUTLAND 


Cornerback 


ALVIN BLOUNT 
Running Back 


BRUCE MESNER 
Middle Guard 


TOMMY NEAL 
Running Back 


HARRIS BARTON 


Offensive Tackle 


REUBEN DAVIS 


Defensive Tackle 


North Carolina State 


ERIK KRAMER 
Quarterback North Carolina State 


DON MAJKOWSKI 
Quarterback Virginia 


SEAN SCOTT 


Linebacker Virginia 


JAMES BRIM 


Wide Receiver Wake Forest 


A.J. GREENE 


Cornerback Wake Forest 


PAUL KISER 


Sehr Offensive Lineman Wake Forest 


Virginia quarterback Don Majkowski. TIM MORRISON 
Offensive Tackle Wake Forest 
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one thinks the Terrapins should be picked 
No. 1—except Coach Bobby Ross, perhaps 
predictably. 

“No way,” Ross said. “They’re just try- 
ing to put the monkey on our back. I could 
have accepted it last year, but not this 
year. I don’t see it at all. We’re talking 
about ’86—not ’85, ’84 or 83. You’ve got to 
look at just about everybody but Mary- 
land.” 

Ross bases his pessimism on the loss of 
seven starters on offense, including quar- 
terback Stan Gelbaugh, and four starters 
on defense. 

“This will be our fifth year at Maryland 
and our fourth new quarterback,” Ross 
said. “This is the least experience we’ve 
had at the position.” 

Ross always has had a quarterback 
waiting in the wings. Two years ago, it 
was Frank Reich ready to take over for 
Boomer Esiason. Then it was Gelbaugh 
for Reich. But this year, none of the three 
candidates has taken a snap from center 
in a varsity game. Redshirt sophomore 
Drew Komlo and redshirt freshman Neil 
O’Donnell were the leading candidates, 
but junior Dan Henning, son of the Atlanta 
Falcons coach, made it a three-way race 
with a good spring. 

The new quarterback will be operating 
behind a rebuilt offensive line in the ab- 
sence of consensus All-America tackle 
J.D. Maarleveld and All-ACC guard Len 
Lynch. Also gone is fullback Rick Badan- 
jek, the Terrapins’ designated scorer (44 
touchdowns in 46 regular-season games in 
his career). 

Most of Maryland’s offensive firepower 
will come from running backs Alvin 
Blount, who rushed for 828 yards last year, 
and Tommy Neal. Junior wide receivers 
Azizuddin Abdur-Ra’oof and James Mill- 
ing, who combined for 61 catches a year 
ago, make inviting targets for the new 
quarterback. 

Ross is excited about a defense that in- 
cludes three All-ACC choices: middle 
guard Bruce Mesner, linebacker Chuck 
Faucette and cornerback Keeta Coving- 
ton. 

“Tt looks like the best defense we’ve had 
here,” Ross said. 

Covington, who tied for the ACC lead in 
interceptions with six last fall, is the only 
returning starter in the secondary. That 
unit will miss Keeta’s brother Al, a two- 
time all-conference pick. 

Faucette, who came to Maryland after 
spending two years in the Toronto Blue 
Jays’ farm system, led the Terps with 144 
tackles a year ago. He will be joined by 
Richie Petitbon on the inside and Sean 
Scott on the outside. 

The Terps complete their formidable 
defense with a strong forward wall that 
includes Mesner, tackle Ted Chapman 
and guard Bob Arnold. 

Defense once was a trademark at 
Clemson, but the Tigers ranked seventh 


in the league in total defense last year. 
Then their top two tacklers, linebackers 
Henry Walls and Keith Williams, were de- 
clared academically ineligible. 

“It knocked the foundation out of our 
defense,” Coach Danny Ford said, “and 
we were a very poor defensive football 
team. We got blocked a little bit and 
stayed blocked. We’re going to do some 
things differently next year. We won't be 
as basic.” 

One reason for optimism is the return 
of junior end Michael Dean Perry, the 
brother of the Chicago Bears’ most fa- 
mous appliance. Perry was plagued by 
foot problems last year and eventually un- 
derwent surgery. 

Terence Mack is imposing at the other 
end, but the Tigers will miss All-ACC tack- 
le Steve Berlin. Sophomore Raymond 
Chavous and junior Dwayne Meadows 
should fill that void, however. 

Ford has a well-stocked secondary with 
the return of seniors A.J. Johnson (117 
tackles), Delton Hall and Perry Williams, 
plus nine other lettermen. 

Offensively, the Tigers lost All-ACC 
guard Steve Reese and three other line 
starters but retain most of their skill-posi- 
tion players, including All-ACC tailback 
Kenny Flowers, who rushed for 1,052 
yards and led the conference in scoring 
with 13 touchdowns. Flowers, who played 
behind the departed Stacey Driver last 
year, is being touted as a Heisman Trophy 
candidate. 

“He’s a game-breaker,” Ford said. 
“When he gets his hands on the ball, you 
don’t know if it’s going to be two, three or 
60 (yards).” 

The Tigers will be handing the ball to 
Flowers often after last season’s early ex- 
periment with the passing game. The only 
question is who will be doing the handing, 
incumbent Rodney Williams or early-sea- 
son starter Randy Anderson. 

“We were throwing 45 or 50 percent, 
which is way too much for us,” Ford said. 
“When we changed, neither one was 
ready for it, but (Williams) ended up win- 
ning some big games for us.” 

Although the emphasis will be on the 
ground game, Clemson has two of the 
league’s best receivers in Terrance Roul- 
hac and Ray Williams. In addition, All- 
ACC tight end Jim Riggs is adept at both 
blocking and catching passes. 

Georgia Tech finished second in the 
ACC last year, but you can bet the Ram- 
bling Wreck won’t beat Maryland this 
year. The teams don’t play each other. 

“If we had to play everybody on our 
schedule and Maryland, too, I'd feel 
awful,” said Coach Bill Curry, whose team 
has non-conference games against Au- 
burn and Tennessee this year as well as 
the annual meeting with Georgia. 

Curry has the awesome chore of re- 
placing eight starters on defense, includ- 
ing second-team All-America end Pat 
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Swilling and All-ACC choices Ted Roof at 
linebacker and Cleve Pounds at safety. 
The Yellow Jackets yielded 10.7 points 
per game last year, more than five points 
fewer than any other team in the confer- 
ence. 

The backfield appears to be the strong- 
est portion of the defense with safety 
Anthony Harrison and cornerback Regin- 
ald Rutland back. Noseguard Ivery Lee 
returns to the line, which lacks experi- 
ence and depth. And the linebacking 
corps was completely wiped out by gradu- 
ation. 

“T think the main question is whether 
we'll have the same grit and determina- 
tion that allowed us to win so many games 
in the fourth quarter,” said Curry, the 1985 
ACC Coach of the Year. “We were behind 
in seven of the nine games we won.” 

An even more obvious question is who 
will play quarterback. John Dewberry 
threw 193 of Georgia Tech’s 197 passes in 
the regular season, but Todd Rampley led 
the Yellow Jackets past Michigan State, 
17-14, in the All-American Bowl after Dew- 
berry had broken curfew. 

Rampley, who had been fourth-string at 
one point, was battling junior Rick Strom 
for the No. 1 spot in the spring. 

“Strom has the most physical ability— 
the strongest arm and the better foot 
speed,” Curry said. “Rampley has that 
quiet confidence from years of success.” 

The Yellow Jackets are otherwise set 
in the backfield with three players who 
rushed for more than 400 yards each last 
year: Cory Collier and ACC Rookie of the 
Year Jerry Mays, both tailbacks, and full- 
back Malcolm King. At split end, injured 
Daryl Wise returns to join spectacular 
Gary Lee, who averaged 22.2 yards on 29 
receptions and scored seven touchdowns 
last year. 

The Yellow Jackets have another scor- 
ing threat in senior David Bell, the most 
accurate placekicker in Georgia Tech his- 
tory. 

Anchoring a young offensive line is sen- 
ior John Davis, who earned All-America 
honors last year at tackle after playing 
center as a sophomore. This year he’ll 
play wherever Curry needs him most. 

“We thought he was a natural tackle 
(as a freshman),” Curry said, “but we 
moved him to center and it was like he’d 
been snapping the ball all his life.” 

Amazingly, the 6-4, 292-pound Davis has 
never made the All-ACC team, but that 
might say more about his competition. 
Tackles in the league last year included 
Maarleveld, North Carolina State’s Joe 
Milinichik and Virginia’s Jim Dombrows- 
ki. 

Dombrowski was Virginia’s first con- 
sensus All-America since 1941. The Cava- 
liers suffered heavy losses, including the 
entire offensive line, ACC Player of the 
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CLEMSON 


Coach: Danny Ford (58-21-2, 7 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; ACC: 4-3/T3rd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Steve Berlin, DT; Stacey Driver, 
TB; Steve Reese, OG; Henry Walls, LB; Keith 
Williams, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Chris Lan- 
caster, FB, 6- 1/224, Soph.; John Phillips, G, 
6-5/245, Jr.; Jim Riggs, TE, 6-5/245, Sr.; Ter- 
rance Roulhac, FL, 6-0/195, Sr.; Ray Williams, 
SE, 5-9/177, Sr.; Rodney Williams, QB, 6- 
2/200, Soph. Defense (9): Delton Hall, CB, 6- 
1/195, Sr.; A.J. Johnson, S, 5-10/190, Sr.; 
Terence Mack, E, 6-3/220, Sr.; Dwayne Mead- 
ows, T, 6-4/250, Jr.; Michael Dean Perry, E, 
6-2/255, Jr.; Brian Raber, MG, 6-4/247, Sr.; 
Perry Williams, CB, 6-2/200, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Randy Anderson, QB, Jr.; 
Gene Beasley, S, Soph.; Raymond Chavous, 
DT, Soph.; James Coley, TE, Soph.; Frank De- 
luliis, OT, Soph.; Mark Drag, MG, Sr; James 
Earle, DE, Jr.; Terrence Flagler, TB, Sr.; Kenny 
Flowers, TB, Sr.; Keith Jennings, SE, Soph.; 
Tracy Johnson, FB, Soph.; Richard McCul- 
lough, DT, Soph.; Eric Nix, C, Sr.; David Tread- 
well, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Angelo Fox, OT (RS); Hank 
Phillips, C (RS); Steve Smith, DE; Vince Tay- 
lor, LB (RS). 


Coach: Steve Sloan (9-24, 3 years; 64-79-3 
overall, 13 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; ACC: 2-5/T6th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-4. 

Key Losses: David Adams, DT; Reggie An- 
drews, DT; Mike Higginbotham, OG; Ted Mil- 
lion, OG; Allen Scales, CB; Pete Stubbs, LB; 
Harry Ward, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Paul Con- 
stantino, C, 6-2/260, Sr.; Greg Flanagan, WR, 
6-1/180, Sr.; Doug Green, WR, 6-1/170, Jr.; 
Stanley Monk, TB, 6-2/195, Sr.; Steve Slay- 
den, QB, 6-2/185, Jr.; Tracy Smith, FB, 5- 
8/215, Sr. Defense (4): Andy Andreasik, LB, 
6-1/226, Jr.; Dave Demore, E, 6-2/242, Jr.; 
Mike Junkin, LB, 6-4/245, Sr.; Fonda Williams, 
CB, 6-0/170, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Paul Burke, OG, Sr.; Bob Ca- 
lamari, DB, Jr.; Jason Cooper, TE, Jr.; Anthony 
Dilweg, QB/P, Soph.; Jim Godfrey, LB, Jr.; 
Julius Grantham, TB, Sr.; Doug Green, SE, Jr.; 
Craig Owens, DT, Sr.; Steve Ryan, OL, Jr.; Eric 
Sanders, FB, Jr.; Dewayne Terry, CB, Jr.; Mur- 
ray Youmans, DL, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: John Beattie, OT (JC); Dave 
Colonna, TE (RS); T.J. Edwards, TB; Clarkston 
Hines, WR (RS); Doug Peterson, K; Brian Tim- 
mons, DB (transfer, Brigham Young). 


GEORGIA TECH 


Coach: Bill Curry (26-38-3, 6 years) 

1985 Record: 8-2-1; ACC: 5-1/2nd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jim Anderson, LB; Sam Bracken, 
OG; John Dewberry, QB; Andy Hearn, C; John 
Ivemeyer, OT; Ken Parker, DT; Mark Pike, DE; 
Cleve Pounds, S; Ted Roof, LB; Pat Swilling, 
DE; John Thomas, OG; Mike Travis, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Cory Collier, 
TB, 5-7/193, Sr.; John Davis, T, 6-4/292, Sr.; 
Malcolm King, FB, 5-9/197, Jr.; Gary Lee, SE, 
6-1/193, Sr.; Robert Massey, TE, 6-4/223, Jr.; 
Toby Pearson, FL, 5-11/178, Jr. Defense (3): 
Anthony Harrison, S, 6-0/197, Sr.; Ilvery Lee, 
NG, 6-0/263, Sr.; Reginald Rutland, CB, 6- 
2/192, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Eric Bearden, OG, Soph.; 
David Bell, K, Sr.; Willis Crockett, DB, Soph.; 
Bug Isom, SE, Jr.; Paul Jurgensen, DE, Jr.; 
Nate Kelsey, FB, Soph.; Sammy Lilly, CB, Sr.; 
George Malone, LB, Soph.; Tim Manion, TE, 
Sr.; Jerry Mays, TB, Soph.; Todd Rampley, QB, 
Jr.; Doug Sendobry, LB, Sr.; Rod Stephens, LB, 
Soph. (RS); Rick Strom, QB, Jr.; Andre Thom- 
as, S, Soph.; Mark White, LB, Soph.; Darryl 
Wise, FL, Sr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Randy Baldwin, TB; Shane 
Curry, DE; Jeff Maloof, DL; DL; Travis Moody, 
DT (RS); John Porter, LB (RS); Sean Smith, 
DE (RS); Eric Thomas, LB. 


Georgia Tech’s Ivery Lee. 


MARYLAND 


Coach: Bobby Ross (34-14, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; ACC: 6-0/ 1st. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Rick Badanjek, FB; Donald Brown, 
CB; Al Covington, S; Tony Edwards, OT; Stan 
Gelbaugh, QB; Eric Holder, SE; Jeff Holinka, 
OG; Len Lynch, OG; J.D. Maarleveld, OT; Scott 
Schankweiler, LB; Scott Tye, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Azizuddin 
Abdur-Ra’oof, WR, 6- 1/195, Jr.; Alvin Blount, 
RB, 5- 10/200, Sr.; Ferrell Edmunds, TE, 6- 
6/234, Jr.; Bill Hughes, C, 6-4/275, Jr. De- 
fense (7): Bob Arnold, DG, 6-3/252, Jr.; Ted 
Chapman, T, 6-3/256, Sr.; Keeta Covington, 
CB, 5-9/189, Sr.; Chuck Faucette, LB, 6- 
2/238, Sr.; Bruce Mesner, DG, 6-6/263, Sr.; 
Richie Petitbon, LB, 6-4/233, Jr.; Sean Scott, 
DE/LB, 6- 1/209, Jr. 

Key Returnees: O'Brien Alston, DE/LB, Jr.; 
Dave Amend, C, Jr.; Wayne Brunson, DT, 
Soph.; Dan Henning, QB, Jr.; Ben Jefferson, 
OT, Soph.; Steve Kelly, DE/LB, Sr.; Drew 
Komlo, QB, Soph.; James Milling, WR, Jr.; 
Tommy Neal, RB, Sr.; Ramon Paredes, K, Sr.; 
Tommy Parker, DG, Sr.; Warren Powers, DT, 
Soph.; Neal Sampson, DG, Sr.; John Sorna, 
OT, Jr.; Sean Sullivan, SE, Sr.; Chad Sydnor, 
CB, Soph.; Darryl Wright, P, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Scott Saylor, LB (RS). 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Coach: Dick Crum (60-31-3, 8 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6; ACC: 3-4/5th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Kevin Anthony, QB; Tommy Barn- 
hardt, P; C.A. Brooks, OG; Carl Carr, LB; Ar- 
nold Franklin, TE; Larry Griffin, CB; Darryl 
Johnson, S; Pat Sheehan, OG; Earl Winfield, 
FL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Harris Bar- 
ton, T, 6-4/275, Sr.; William Humes, TB, 6- 
0/190, Sr.; Brad Lopp, FB, 6- 1/208, Jr.; Daryl 
Parham, TE/T, 6-7/258, Jr.; Ralph Phifer, 
OG/C, 6-2/271, Jr.; Eric Streater, SE, 5- 
9/154, Sr, Defense (7): Ron Burton, E, 6- 
1/240, Sr.; Norris Davis, S, 6- 1/209, Jr.; Reu- 
ben Davis, T, 6-3/280, Jr.; Derrick Donald, CB, 
5-11/191, Jr.; Howard Feggins, DB, 5-9/200, 
Jr.; Tim Goad, NG, 6-4/290, Jr.; Brett Rudolph, 
LB, 6-2/228, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Derrick Fenner, TB, Soph.; Jeff 
Garnica, C, Soph.; Antonio Goss, DB/LB, 
Soph.; Jonathan Hall, QB, Soph.; Darrell Ham- 
ilton, OT, Soph.; Creighton Incorminias, OT, 
Soph.; Chris Jacobs, NG, Soph.; Eric Lewis, 
WR, Jr.; Mark Maye, QB, Jr.; Noel McEachern, 
DE, Jr.; Quint Smith, SE, Jr.; Dave Truitt, TE, 
Sr.; Donnie Wallace, DT, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Skeet Baldwin, CB (RS); 
Torin Dorn , TB; Dan Vooletich, S (RS). 
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Coach: Dick Sheridan (first year at North 
Carolina State; 69-23-2 overall, 8 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; ACC; 2-5/T6th 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Michael Bowser, S; Phil Brothers, 
FL; Vince Evans, TB; Mark Franklin, LB; Jeff 
Gethers, CB; Don Herron, LB; Rickey Isom, FB; 
Ron Kosor, OG; Joe Milinichik, OT; Albert Mil- 
ler, LB; Raymond Phillips, DE; Reggie Single- 
tary, DE. 

Starters Returning (6): Ralph Britt, TE, 6- 
3/235, Sr.; Jeff Hojnacki, C, 6-3/256, Soph.; 
Erik Kramer, QB, 6-1/194, Sr.; Chuck Mas- 
saro, G, 6-1/253, Soph.; Joey Page, T, 6- 
3/275, Jr.; Danny Peebles, SE, 5- 11/166, 
Soph. Defense (4): Kelvin Crooms, LB, 5- 
10/224, Sr.; Grady Harris, T, 6-3/274, Jr.; Nel- 
son Jones, CB, 6-1/195, Sr.; Kent Winstead, 
NG, 6-2/252, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Cofer, K, Sr. (medical 
RS); Mal Crite, FB, Soph.; Bobby Crumpler, 
TB, Jr.; Frank Harris, TB, Sr.; Haywood Jeffires, 
SE, Sr.; Mack Jones, FL, Jr.; Sandy Kea, NG, 
Sr.; Steve Salley, FB, Soph.; Jerome Staton, 
FB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Ray Agnew, DL; Al Byrd, RB; 
Jeff Hairston, CB (RS); Bobby Harrell, TE 
(JC); Keith Johnson, DB/WR; Stacy Manning, 
CB (RS); Rich Pokrant, OL. 


VIRGINIA 


Coach: George Welsh (22-21-2, 4 years; 77- 
67-3 overall, 13 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; ACC: 4-3/T3rd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Kip Brindle, OG; Scott Chapin, 
OT; Jim Dombrowski, OT; Harold Garren, C; 
Scott Hillman, DE; Jim Huddleston, OG; Scott 
Matheson, NG; Charles McDaniel, LB; Jon 
Muha, WR; Russ Swan, LB; Barry Word, TB; 
Geno Zimmerlink, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Joel Demp- 
sey, TE, 6-3/231, Soph.; Don Majkowski, QB, 
6-2/205, Sr.; Kevin Morgan, RB, 6-0/223, 
Soph. Defense (7): Kevin Ferguson, DB, 6- 
3/215, Sr.; Kevin Gould, DB, 5- 10/176, Sr.; 
Ryan Jackson, DB, 5- 11/192, Jr.; Billy Keys, T, 
6-4/240, Soph.; Sean Scott, LB, 6-3/195, Jr.; 
Elton Toliver, E, 6-2/237, Soph.; Chris Warren, 
CB, 6-2/215, Soph. (may switch to TB). 

Key Returnees: Mike Battle, OG, Jr.; Quanah 
Bullock, WR, Jr.; John Ford, WR, Soph. (medi- 
cal RS); David Griggs, TE, Soph.; Jeff Lage- 
man, LB, Soph.; Howard Petty, RB, Sr.; Paul 
Sierocinski, OT, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Derrick Boyd, WR/DB; Ron 
Carey, DL; Darryl Hammond, WR (JC); Keith 
McMeans, QB; Shawn Moore, QB; Tim Morris, 
C (RS); Ray Savage, DE/LB. 


WAKE FOREST 


Coach: Al Groh (21-32, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; ACC: 1-6/8th. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Gary Baldinger, DL; Topper Cle- 
mons, RB; Tony Garbarczyk, DL; Ken Granth- 
am, LB; Doug Illing, K; Bruce Mark, DL; Reggie 
McCummings, S; Michael Ramseur, RB; Tony 
Scott, LB; Randall Singleton, DL; Kevin Wiec- 
zorek, TE; Marvin Young, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): James Brim, 
WR, 6-3/188, Sr.; Frank Carmines, C, 6- 
3/252, Sr.; David Chambers, WR, 5- 11/192, 
Sr.; Mike Elkins, QB, 6-3/215, Soph.; Paul 
Kiser, G, 6-3/272, Sr.; Paul Mann, G, 6-3/270, 
Jr.; Tim Morrison, T, 6-3/261, Sr.; Mike Rice, 
T, 6- 1/265, Jr. Defense (3): A.J. Greene, CB, 
5- 10/165, Soph.; Steve Lambert, LB, 6- 1/215, 
Sr.; Joe Walker, S, 5- 11/179, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Martin Bailey, P, Soph.; Gunter 
Brewer, WR, Sr.; Darryl McGill, RB, Jr.; James 
Phillips, TE, Jr.; Ernie Purnsley, OB, Soph.; 
Chip Rives, RB, Jr.; Greg Scales, WR, Jr.; Jim- 
mie Simmons, LB, Jr.; Dextor Victor, LB, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Dave Behrmann, K; Warren 
Belin, DB; Joe Davis, DL (RS); Kevin Graham, 
LB (JC); John Hyatt, DL (RS); Brian Johnson, 
LB (RS); Jerome Rice, LB; Terry Smith, DL 
(RS). 


Year Barry Word at tailback and four- 
year starting linebackers Charles McDan- 
iel and Russ Swan. 

The passing game should be much im- 
proved with the return of sophomore wide 
receiver John Ford, who missed the ’85 
season with a knee injury. Ford was the 
league’s Rookie of the Year in 1984, when 
he averaged more than 28 yards per 
catch. 

“I don’t feel like the same John Ford,” 
said Ford, who aggravated his leg during 
winter workouts and missed the first two 
weeks of spring ball. “You’re looking at a 
new John Ford, but I didn’t come back to 
be average.” 

Nobody is happier about Ford’s return 
than Don Majkowski, who led ACC quar- 
terbacks in rushing but whose passing suf- 
fered from the lack of a deep threat last 
year. 

Despite the loss of Word, the running 
back situation is in good shape with senior 
Howard Petty and sophomore Kevin Mor- 
gan. Petty, who started ahead of Word for 
two seasons, probably will be pushed by 
sophomore Chris Warren. After starting 
at cornerback last fall, Warren moved to 
tailback in the spring and rushed for 478 
yards in three scrimmages. 

The offensive line could be a trouble 
spot, especially since tackle Paul Siero- 
cinski was out of school in the spring and 
guard Mike Battle was injured. They were 
the most experienced returnees. 

To compensate for the loss of McDaniel 
and Swan, end Sean Scott was moved to 
linebacker in the spring, but he may re- 
turn to his old spot in the fall if recruit 
Ray Savage lives up to his promise. 

The line and backfield are in better 
shape as far as numbers go, but the key to 
the defense is the linebacking. If Coach 
George Welsh can find adequate replace- 
ments there, the rest of the squad should 
be sound. 

“It’s almost like we're starting again, 
like we were three years ago,” said 
Welsh, who has led the Cavaliers to three 
straight winning seasons. “Overall, we’ve 
got a long way to go to be a good football 
team.” 

The Cavaliers’ 6-5 season might have 
been considered a disappointment by 
some, but no more so than North Caro- 
lina’s 5-6 mark after a 5-5-1 season in 1984. 

In 1985, the Tar Heels were in position 
to win each of their last two games, which 
probably would have gotten them a bowl 
bid. But they fell to Virginia (24-22) and 
Duke (23-21). 

Tailback William Humes had crucial 
fumbles in both games, “and we’re going 
to have to do something about it,” Coach 
Dick Crum said. “Turnovers killed us the 
last two games and damn near killed us 
against Clemson (a 21-20 Carolina vic- 
tory).” 

It was a down year for Carolina tail- 
backs. Known for their 1,000-yard gainers, 


Quarterback Steve Slayden 
hopes to give Duke another big 
offensive season. 


the Tar Heels did not have a representa- 
tive among the league’s top 10 rushers. 
Humes led the team with 515 yards. 

“We wanted to throw the ball and spent 
so much time on the passing game that 
our running game was really bad early,” 
Crum explained. 

Carolina has been waiting for three 
years to take advantage of Mark Maye’s 
gifted arm, which isn’t so gifted anymore. 
Maye underwent rotator cuff surgery 
after the ’84 season. 

Kevin Anthony passed up his final year 
of eligibility to concentrate on his studies, 
so sophomore Jonathan Hall looms as the 
probable starting quarterback. Hall start- 
ed the last three games in '85 and “was 
way ahead of where we thought he’d be,” 
Crum said. 

Hall will be passing to split end Eric 
Streater, who caught 24 passes last year. 

Carolina has one of the ACC’s most un- 
derrated players in tackle Harris Barton, 
who should emerge as the league’s best 
lineman, but two-year starting guard C.A. 
Brooks suffered a serious knee injury in 
the spring and will not return. 

The Carolina defense may have to 
carry the team this year. All-ACC tackle 
Reuben Davis and 6-4, 290-pound nose- 
guard Tim Goad are stalwarts up front, 
and junior Brett Rudolph (162 tackles) has 
all-star potential at linebacker. Junior 
Norris Davis spearheads the secondary. 

“We're still a very young team,” Crum 
said. “We've only got eight seniors on the 
team, and we may be a year away.” 

Despite the loss of Michael Ramseur, 
who led the ACC in receptions and fin- 
ished his career as Wake Forest’s all-time 


leading scorer and second-leading rusher, 
it’s hard to envision the Demon Deacons 
finishing last again. 

“Without minimizing Michael’s accom- 
plishments, I'm smiling ear to ear about 
our running back situation,’’ Coach Al 
Groh said. “In Darryl McGill, we have a 
guy whose time has come.... He has the 
size and the stamina, and he’s one of the 
three or four fastest guys on the team.” 

Wake Forest’s quarterback situation 
also has stabilized after injuries sidelined 
Foy White and Jamie Harris in successive 
weeks. Mike Elkins took over as a fresh- 
man and entered spring drills No. 1. 

The Deacons have a number of out- 
standing offensive players, including wide 
receiver James Brim, guard Paul Kiser 
and tackle Tim Morrison. Brim caught 51 
passes last year “and became the player 
he was reputed to be out of high school,” 
Groh said. 

The Deacons do not look as formidable 
on defense as only three starters return, 
but Groh is optimistic. He’s particularly 
high on defensive back A.J. Greene, who 
started 10 games as a freshman. 

After finishing last in the league in both 
scoring offense and scoring defense, 
North Carolina State is a likely eighth- 
place choice, but it’s hard to know what to 
expect from the Wolfpack in their first 
year under Coach Dick Sheridan. 

N.C. State turned to Sheridan when 
Tom Reed resigned under fire following 
his third straight 3-8 season. Sheridan 
came from Furman, where he had direct- 
ed the Paladins to the Division I-AA cham- 
pionship game. 

It didn’t take Sheridan long to appreci- 
ate Erik Kramer, who led the ACC in 
passing yardage (2,510) and was the all- 
conference quarterback in his first year 
after transferring from a junior college— 
despite playing the last half of the season 
with a double hernia. 

“Among other things, he is a 3.5 (grade- 
point average) student and a very hard 
worker,” Sheridan said. “He is a very 
bright spot. The only thing I can find 
wrong with him is the number of years of 
eligibility (one) he has remaining.” 

Kramer made a swift transition to 
Sheridan's option game, but the Wolfpack 
finished last in the ACC in rushing last 
year. With the loss of the team’s top three 
runners, that situation may worsen. A re- 
ceiving corps that includes sophomore 
Danny Peebles will be an important part 
of the Wolfpack offense. 

Senior Mike Cofer, who was redshirted 
because of an injury last season, should 
resume his status as one of the league’s 
top placekickers this fall. 

Sheridan will try to rebuild a defense 
that lost seven starters around linebacker 
Kelvin Crooms and cornerback Nelson 
Jones. @ 


Doug Doughty is a sportswriter and columnist for 
the Roanoke (Va.) Times & World-News. 
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‘The Top Dawg 


Georgia Program 
Thrives Under 
Visionary Dooley 


By THOMAS O’TOOLE 


uite simply, the college athlete 
wanted a piece of the action. 

His teammates were receiving 
money from friends and boosters. Al- 
though he was a starter in two sports, the 
youngster received nothing. His education 
was free, new worlds were opening up to 
him, but still. ... 

“These other kids weren’t even first 
string in one sport,” the athlete said. “It 
just didn’t make sense.” 

So the athlete left the Auburn campus 
and went home to Mobile, Ala., seeking an 
answer. He approached his friend and ad- 
viser, banker Ken Lott, and wanted to 
know why he couldn’t have some of that 
extra money the lesser players were re- 
ceiving. 

Lott smiled knowingly and told him, 
“It’s hard to explain except to say in the 
long run, you'll be better off.” 

More than three decades have passed 
since then, and that young athlete is bet- 
ter off indeed. He’s an established and re- 
spected football coach making more 
money than he ever dreamed possible— 
$140,000 in salary and compensation from 
his school and thousands more in outside 
endorsements. 

“It was one of the best pieces of advice 
I’ve ever gotten,” Georgia’s Vince Dooley 
said, looking back on a moment that 
helped shape his life. “I was looking for an 
answer, and fortunately he gave me the 
answer I really wanted.” 

For the last 23 years at Georgia, Dooley 
has been passing along similar advice to 
other young athletes. As one of the na- 
tion’s top football coaches, he has built a 
program based on integrity and disci- 
pline, two of his own strongest traits. Ex- 
cept for Houston’s Bill Yeoman, Dooley 
has remained at his school longer than 
any other active major-college coach. He 
is third among active Division I-A coaches 
in victories with 175 and sixth in winning 
percentage at .714. He also has found time 
to serve as Georgia’s athletic director and 
president of the American Football 
Coaches Association (until last January). 

“He does the work of three or four 
men,” said Baylor Coach Grant Teaff, 
who succeeded Dooley as chairman of the 
AFCA Ethics Committee. “His leadership 
qualities are what’s so obvious in this situ- 
ation. You’ve got to be a visionary and see 
into the future and prepare for the fu- 
ture.” 

Vince Dooley, visionary. He would 
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Whether enjoying the fruits of a big victory (above) or just going 


about his everyday business, Vince Dooley is synonomous with Geor- }) 


gia football. 


frown at the label and chuckle softly. 
Then, with a southern drawl that some- 
times seems exaggerated for effect, he 
would say, “Well, I don’t know about that.” 

Inside, though, he’d be pleased. A man 
does not rise to such heights in his state or 
dare to think about running for the U.S. 
Senate—as Dooley did last summer— 
without a healthy ego. 

Visionary. The word would play per- 
fectly in a political campaign. But the 
Dooley persona is more complex than the 
coach-who-would-be-senator scenario. He 
can be charming, funny and open with 
those he knows well. He has a temper 
that, with practice, he has learned to con- 
trol. And he is a strict disciplinarian who 
once virtually ignored a family dog be- 
cause “it didn’t have any discipline,” said 
his wife, Barbara. 

“You either lived with it (his discipline) 
or revolted,” she said, “and we found out 
you don’t revolt under a dictator. But I 
must say, he’s a benevolent dictator.” 

The ability to rule with a thundering 
velvet hand is the integral reason why 
Dooley has made Athens, Ga., home of 
one of the strongest, most stable football 
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programs in the nation. Georgia’s contin- 
ued success is a reflection of Dooley’s per- 
sonality, and there is no more important 
aspect of that than his insistence upon dis- 
cipline. 

Dooley’s conservative, patient ap- 
proach to his job has done more than 
make just the football program strong. 
The athletic department, which fell under 
his jurisdiction in 1979, is on solid ground. 
How solid was discovered last winter 
when Dooley led the department through 
its worst crisis in his tenure. 

For all his visionary power, Dooley 
never imagined that a dispute between an 
English teacher and her superior would 
create a maelstrom so violent that Geor- 
gia’s president would resign and Dooley’s 
own integrity would be questioned. Never- 
theless, when Jan Kemp, an instructor in 
the school’s developmental studies pro- 
gram, sued two university administrators 
last winter, the athletic department went 
on trial as well. 

The issue was supposed to be free 
speech. Kemp claimed she was fired be- 
cause she complained about preferential 
treatment of athletes in developmental 
studies, a remedial program in all of 
Georgia's state universities. Even though 
Kemp herself insisted that Dooley had 
nothing to do with the special treatment, 
the athletic department’s practice of re- 
cruiting poor students was thoroughly ex- 
amined. It broke neither NCAA nor insti- 
tutional rules, but the athletic department 
was found guilty by the public. When the 
jury awarded Kemp $2.5 million in dam- 
ages (an appeal was later settled out of 
court for $1,080,000 plus the restitution of 
her job), outcries for major reform rang 
out. 

Dooley said that Georgia recruited 
marginal students with athletic talent in 
order to stay competitive. He said no 
pressure was put on anyone in develop- 
mental studies to treat athletes different- 
ly. Yet, when university President Fred 
Davison resigned in March, citing a lack 
of faith in him by the school’s Board of 
Regents, some people thought Dooley 
should go with him. The movement never 
gained momentum, and Dooley said he 
never considered resigning. 

The Kemp case capped an agonizing 
two years for Georgia athletics. Since the 
glory days of Heisman Trophy winner 
Herschel Walker, nearly every major 
headline was negative—probation in foot- 
ball (because of booster violations) and 
basketball (over heralded recruit Cedric 
Henderson); successive losses to Georgia 
Tech in football and a back seat to the 
Yellow Jackets in basketball; two seven- 
win football seasons and two ties in low- 
profile bowl games 

“This business is a series of crises,” 
Dooley said. “And you never know when 
the next crisis will come. We went 
through 17, 18, 19 years without a crisis. 


But the backlash from the Kemp case has 
knocked us to our knees, so to speak. It 
has been a difficult time because of the 
impression that has been left, because of 
the perceptions that have been left. 
Whether they are right or wrong, they are 
still perceptions.” 

Dooley’s job, then, is to change those 
perceptions. Thoughts of a political cam- 
paign have been overshadowed by a cam- 
paign to restore the university’s image. 

“This has hurt us, and it’s certainly seri- 
ous,” said Dooley, who has a five-year 
roll-over contract. “I think it can be recov- 
ered, and it will be recovered with time 
and hard work. That’s what I’m commit- 
ted to and dedicated to.” 

And those who know Dooley have no 
doubt that’s what he will do. When Dooley 
sets his mind to doing something, he ex- 
amines the situation carefully, devises a 
plan of action and then just does it. 

* * * 

For most of us, character is built in 
stages, drawn from segments of our lives 
that leave lasting impressions. Thus were 
Dooley’s discipline and strong Catholic 
beliefs nurtured as a child, in college, in 
the Marines and finally in his return to 
the collegiate ranks. 

While growing up in Mobile, he began 
many days at 5:30, walking near the wa- 
terfront to church, where he served Mass 
as an altar boy. His family, while not edu- 
cated—‘“My father went to the fifth grade 
and my mother to the first; they both had 
to work early,” Dooley said—was devout- 
ly Catholic. The nuns and brothers who 
taught at his Catholic school instilled 
more discipline into him. Oddly, a nun 
first taught Dooley to play basketball. 

He remembers his time as an altar boy 
vividly. His mother kept a journal of every 
Mass he served, listing the priest, date 
and time. By the seventh grade, his repu- 
tation for dependability was so well estab- 
lished that he became the bishop’s official 
altar boy. He served the bishop for six 
years. 

Along the way, he grew close to several 
priests. He drove them around town and 
even to New Orleans and the beach. The 
inevitable began to happen. 

“There was this possibility of being a 
priest which really crossed my mind,” he 
said. “I seriously considered it. Certainly 
the influence of the priests I was around 
was important. I think they wanted me to 
be a priest. They were trying to recruit 
me without me knowing it. I gave it some 
serious thought.” 

But he also gave serious thought to ath- 
letics. He was a star basketball and foot- 
ball player in high school, and the tempta- 
tion to play at the collegiate level was 
great. Dooley ended up accepting a schol- 
arship from Auburn, where he captained 
the football team and started- in basket- 
ball. : 

Like many athletes, Dooley went to col- 
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lege for sports. 

“Then, all of a sudden,” he said, ““educa- 
tion became more and more important to 
me. I couldn't get enough of it.” 

After graduating with a degree in busi- 
ness administration in 1954, he served in 
the Marines for two years. He was offered 
a position as a general’s aide in North 
Africa if he re-enlisted. He declined, but 
not for a better offer. At that time, he had 
no specific plans. 

But it wasn’t long before things started 
to fall into place for Dooley. 

“There was an opportunity to coach at 
Auburn that sounded attractive,” he said, 
“so I decided to try that. I suppose if I 
hadn’t had the opportunity to go right 
back to Auburn and get into it, I’m not 
sure I would have ever gone into coach- 
ing.” 

For the next few years, Dooley served 
as an assistant football coach under Shug 
Jordan. He quickly developed a reputa- 
tion as a knowledgeable coach with tre- 
mendous potential, and when the Tigers 
won the national championship in 1957, 
Jordan cited Dooley as one of the main 
contributors to the team’s success. 

In 1960, Dooley married Barbara Me- 
shad, a Birmingham native he had met at 
Auburn. It was a union of alter egos. 

“I think we saw in each other a chal- 
lenge,” Barbara said. “I was cocky and he 
was, too. We had one date a year for four 
years. He said he was waiting for me to 
grow up.” 

Dooley became Auburn's head fresh- 
man coach a year later and produced two 
unbeaten teams in the next three years. 
At the same time he was working closely 
with Joel Eaves, the Tigers’ basketball 
coach and assistant football coach. 

One day as Eaves talked with his wife 
about leaving Auburn, he told her, “If I 
could get a job as an athletic director 
somewhere, I want to hire Vince as foot- 
ball coach.” 

Shortly thereafter, Eaves went to Geor- 
gia. He hired Dooley. 

“He told me if I was a big enough fool to 
offer him the job, he was a big enough fool 
to take it,” Eaves recalled. 

So, in December 1963, at a base salary 
of $12,000, this 3l-year-old Catholic from 
Alabama was charged with rebuilding the 
fortunes of stately Georgia in the South- 
ern Baptist Bible Belt. 

The beginning was shaky. Few people 
knew him. He had no credentials to speak 
of. His personality was less than dynamic. 
He quickly was labeled “dull” and “intro- 
verted.” 

“There was a certain shyness and not 
being comfortable,”’ Dooley acknowl- 
edged. “I guess I was always that way a 
little bit. It was pointed out to me, and I 
felt like I had to work at it.” 

He worked at it so well he now some- 
times sings to his team, as he did last 
Thanksgiving with a rendition of “Count 


Your Blessings Instead of Sheep.” 

“T guess that’s one extreme to the 
other,” he said, laughing. 

One extreme to the other is also where 
he took Georgia’s football team. The Bull- 
dogs had three straight losing seasons 
prior to Dooley’s hiring. In the subsequent 
22 seasons, they have had one. His first 
team went 7-3-1, including a Sun Bowl vic- 
tory over Texas Tech, and two years later 
he won his first Southeastern Conference 
championship and the Cotton Bowl. 

In all, Dooley’s teams have won six SEC 
championships (second only to Bear 
Bryant in league history) and one national 
title and played in 17 bowl games. Few 
problems arose along the way, except for 
when he was hung in effigy by Georgia 
students in 1974, a year in which the Bull- 
dogs went 6-5 before losing to Miami of 
Ohio in the Tangerine Bowl. 

“T laughed it off,” Dooley said. “I told 
the team I was now a full-fledged coach 
because I had been hung in effigy.” 

After Eaves’ retirement, Dooley be- 
came athletic director for sports in 1979. 
Then his alma mater beckoned. Auburn 
interviewed him for its football 
coach/athletic director job after the 1980 
regular season. The headlines announcing 
Dooley’s decision to stay at Georgia near- 
ly matched the ones a couple of weeks 
later when the undefeated Bulldogs, led 
by freshman running back Herschel 
Walker, won the Sugar Bowl and the na- 
tional championship. 

Football coaches seldom attract that 
kind of attention. But then, few football 
coaches have enjoyed Dooley’s success. 
As college athletics becomes more and 
more competitive, Dooley manages to 
continue winning. The quantity and quali- 
ty of football players produced by the 
state of Georgia certainly contributes, but 
the explanation is more involved. 

Fellow coaches marvel at his organiza- 
tional powers. He works tirelessly, pa- 
tiently and methodically. He also has had 
excellent assistant coaches, including his 
brother Bill, now the head coach at Vir- 
ginia Tech, and Erk Russell, who led 
Georgia Southern to the Division I-AA na- 
tional title last year. 

“T think the reason he has been so suc- 
cessful is that he is a terrific competitor 
himself,” Russell said. “I can’t think of an 
any more competitive business. I think 
competitor describes his very essence.” 

Said Eaves: “He can coach on Saturday 
as well as during the week. Some people 
have a little trouble with that.” Eaves 
added, “He has earned everything he got 
through hard work and honesty.” 

When those who have worked with 
Dooley are asked how the 53-year-old 
coach built such a strong program, the an- 
swers all center on his personality and be- 
liefs. No one mentions the Xs and O’s that 
undoubtedly are part of the reason for his 
success. The answer, it seems, transcends 


the game of football. Instead, Dooley 
seems to have simplified the formula for 
success into something more philosoph- 
ical than mechanical. 

He has been described more as a chair- 
man of the board than a field general. He 
allows his assistants to coach while he ob- 
serves practices. 

The atmosphere, Russell said, is “enjoy- 
able” at Georgia. That’s why coaches stay 
so long, thus giving the program stability. 


“T think it’s important that you don’t 
make decisions based on the short range,” 
Dooley said. “Don’t compromise your 
principles. Don’t compromise what you 
think is right for immediate results. 

“Always be forthright and up front 
when you're dealing with people, and cer- 
tainly be fair.” 

While this philosophy may have helped 
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Lefthanded quarterback Mike Shula, son of Miami Dolphins Coach 


=~ 


Don Shula, is the man who pulls the trigger for Alabama’s dangerous 


offense. 


Dooley sustain his success, it has done lit- 
tle to earn him widespread recognition. 
Except when Walker was at Georgia, 
Dooley has done his job almost quietly. 
He’s meticulous and disciplined, but not 
very exciting. 

Even his style of play—concentrating 
on the running game—leaves little to the 
imagination. He’s a conservative coach 
and administrator from the word “go.” 

The lack of recognition also can be at- 
tributed to the fact that he has spent most 
of his career laboring in the shadow of 
Bryant, who made Alabama the league's 
most visible football team. 

“T’ve never really worried about recog- 
nition,” Dooley said. “I’ve tried to keep a 
low profile. But for one who wants to keep 
a low profile, I’ve been in the news quite a 
bit. 

“I’m not a controversial person. You 
couldn’t say colorful. The press part of it 
has never been that important to me. I’ve 
always had an ego, but I’ve tried to keep it 
under control.” 

Of course, Dooley’s flirtation with the 
idea of running for public office last sum- 
mer put him under the media spotlight, 
albeit briefly. Getting attention was not 
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his motivation to run for the Senate, how- 
ever; he simply believes he could be of 
service to the people of Georgia. He long 
has been fascinated with political history 
—he earned a master’s degree in history 
in 1963—and the idea of uniting a splin- 
tered Democratic Party in Georgia ap- 
pealed to him. But he ultimately decided 
it was not the right time to leave the uni- 
versity. 

His brush with the Senate race left him 
more encouraged than discouraged about 
his political future, though. 

“I came out of the experience con- 
vinced we need better leadership in this 
country, that there’s not enough good 
leaders,” he said. “I’m convinced that I 
could be of service, that I could provide 
some leadership. I wasn’t so sure when I 
went into it.” 

Dooley said he has not had second 
thoughts about his decision to postpone 
any political ambitions. 

“It was the right decision,” he said. “It 
would have been an exciting challenge. 
But I had such a long-term commitment 
to the football team, coaching staff, athlet- 
ic association and the university that I felt 
I should stay.” 
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Indeed, Athens would not be the same 
were Dooley to go to Washington. Dooley 
and Georgia football have become vir- 
tually synonymous, and Georgians could 
only wonder: If the former were to leave, 
what would happen to the latter? 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By KEN GORDON 


He grew up in the shadow of one of the 
National Football League’s coaching leg- 
ends. He shared his childhood with some- 
one who may yet become the youngest 
head coach in that league. 

But Mike Shula would not become inti- 
midated. 

Shula, an all-state quarterback at 
Miami’s Christopher Columbus High 
School, had all the promise that a talented 
arm and a headful of football sense could 
gain. After leading his football team to the 
state championship game, he thought he’d 
get his chance to make a name for him- 
self, even if his name also belonged to fa- 
ther Don Shula, coach of the Miami Dol- 
phins, and brother David, a Dolphins 
assistant. He chose to attend Alabama be- 
cause it is one of the most visible schools 
in the South. 

But until last year, Shula wasn’t even 
the most visible player at Alabama. As a 
freshman in 1983, he accepted his role as 
a backup to Walter Lewis, who was bound 
for the pros. He gained the starting quar- 
terback job at the start of his sophomore 
year, but almost as soon as that season 
started he was benched in favor of fresh- 
man Vince Sutton. He appeared sporadi- 
cally the rest of the season, playing in 
eight games and throwing only 110 passes. 

But Mike Shula, who grew up compet- 
ing with the NFL for his father’s attention, 
wasn’t about to give up this struggle. He 
impressed Coach Ray Perkins so much in 
the spring before his junior season that he 
made Shula his top quarterback. 

Shula wasn’t going to miss this second 
chance. He completed 60.3 percent of his 
passes for 2,009 yards, making him just 
the second Alabama quarterback ever to 
pass for more than 2,000 yards. For sever- 
al weeks he ranked as the national leader 
in passing efficiency before falling to No. 
5 by season’s end. 

For the first time since he got to Ala- 
bama, Perkins is saying with confidence 
that “Mike Shula is our quarterback.” 

“He improved so much since the spring 
(of '85),” Perkins said. “It’s really a tribute 
to him that he was so determined and sa- 
crificed so much for that improvement. 


Continued 


TSN’s Predictions 


. Alabama 

. Tennessee 
Florida 

. Auburn 

Georgia 

. Louisiana State 

. Kentucky 

. Mississippi State 
. Mississippi 

. Vanderbilt 


Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
BILL CONDON 
Offensive Guard Alabama 
KERRY GOODE 
RUNNING BACK’: 2:<cs.:.csszedentersestersosevereeeescatsereenens cee Alabama 
GENE JELKS 
Halfback 
GREG RICHARDSON 
Split End 


TOMMIE AGEE 
Fullback 


COONAN ARWNH = 


4 


STACY SEARELS 


Offensive Tackle 


SCOTT ARMSTRONG 


Linebacker Florida 


JOHN BRANTLEY 


Linebacker Georgia 


HENRY HARRIS 


Defensive Lineman Georgia 


Georgia 


LARS TATE 
Tailback Georgia 


TIM WORLEY 
Tailback Georgia 


BILL RANSDELL 
Quarterback : Kentucky 


Louisiana State 


Louisiana State 


KARL WILSON 


Defensive End Louisiana State 


JOEY CLINKSCALES 


Wide Receiver Tennessee 


Tennessee 


Kentucky quarterback Bill Ransdell. CARLOS REVEIZ 
Kicker Tennessee 


The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook * 41 


| 


There’s a lot I look for in a quarter- 
back.... He is our quarterback.” 

Mike Shula hasn’t lost many times in his 
life, so getting used to backing up Sutton 
wasn't an easy feat. 

“T didn’t try to think about it,” Shula 
said. “I just tried to learn.” 

Shula always had tried to learn by pay- 
ing attention and playing against the best. 
He transferred from private Chaminade 
High School in Hollywood, Fla., to a public 
school because Chaminade’s enrollment 
was dropping. He wanted to be certain he 
could play against the state’s largest 
schools, a situation that would attract the 
attention of the nation’s top colleges. 

He was guided in large part by his 
brother David, who had played at Cha- 
minade before him. He sometimes played 
catch with Dolphin receivers when they 
needed an extra passer in training camp, 
but that was as close as his father got to 
observing his developing talent as a quar- 
terback. 

Until 1982, that is. It was his senior year 
in high school as well as the year of the 
NFL players strike. 

“That was the best football season of 
my life,” Mike said. “My father was home, 
and we'd study game films together and 
discuss the sport. I, for one, was grateful 
for that strike.” 

Now, Don Shula has a chance to watch 
his son again. 

“I saw six of Mike’s games on television 
last year,” he said. “It got pretty exhaust- 
ing, going through the emotion of one of 
Mike’s games, then preparing for our 
games the next day.” 

Shula knew he was watching not only 
one of the most accurate passers in the 
country, but also one of the most persis- 
tent players. 

“He fought through a tough time and 
never stopped working,” Shula said. “I 
have never been more proud of my son 
than I am right now.” 

Said Mike: “I still had confidence (when 
he wasn’t starting). I prepared for each 
game like I would be playing.” 

Among the coaches in the Southeastern 
Conference, perhaps Louisiana State’s Bill 
Arnsparger has the most insight into 
Shula’s fabric. He watched the youngster 
grow up while serving as the Dolphins’ 
defensive coordinator. 

‘“He’s a quality young man,” Arn- 
sparger said. “He understands the sport, 
and he knows how to win.” 

Shula probably will be doing a lot of 
that this year. Alabama looms as the team 
to beat in the SEC and a contender for the 
national championship. 

The Crimson Tide went 8-2-1 before 
trouncing Southern California, 24-3, in the 
1985 Aloha Bowl, thus completing its best 
season since 1981. Alabama hasn’t been to 
the Sugar Bowl since winning the 1979 na- 
tional championship, but this could be the 
season Alabama returns. 
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Center Wes Neighbors, a second-team All-America last season, an- 
chors Alabama’s offensive line. 


“I’m really excited about this year,” 
Shula said. “We’ve got a lot of the guys 
back from last year with a great attitude.” 

Alabama lost only 12 lettermen, and 
only four of those were on defense. Lead- 
ing that squad is All-America linebacker 
Cornelius Bennett, a senior who already 
has been mentioned in the same breath as 
Lawrence Taylor, an All-Pro linebacker 
whom Perkins coached with the New 
York Giants. 

Linebacker Wayne Davis and corner- 
back Freddie Robinson are the standouts 
on the back two-thirds of the defense. The 
loss of tackles Jon Hand and Brent Sowell 
could spell trouble for the Crimson Tide 
up front, but even there Alabama has a 
top-notch performer in noseguard Curt 
Jarvis. 

“Curt Jarvis, Cornelius Bennett and 
Wayne Davis are All-Americas in every 
sense of the word,” Perkins said. “They 
are as good as anybody in the country at 
their positions.” 

Shula is just part of a talented offensive 
backfield at Alabama. Also back are half- 
backs Gene Jelks and Bobby Humphrey, 
who may have been the best pair of true- 
freshman players in the country last fall. 
Jelks rushed for a team-high 588 yards— 
530 of which came in the last four games 
—while Humphrey led Alabama in rush- 
ing five consecutive weeks. In addition, 
Perkins is hoping that junior Kerry Goode 
will avoid injury for the first time in his 
career. 
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Shula will have capable receivers in 
flanker Albert Bell and split end Greg 
Richardson. Bell caught eight touchdown 
passes and earned All-SEC honors last 
year, while Richardson averaged 25 yards 
on his 13 catches as a junior. 

The line will be anchored by center 
Wes Neighbors, a second-team All-Ameri- 
ca as a junior last fall, and junior guard 
Bill Condon. 

Van Tiffin, who already owns a bundle 
of school records, enters his final season 
as one of the country’s top placekickers. 
Alabama also has a fine punter in sopho- 
more Chris Mohr, who averaged 45.1 
yards per kick to rank seventh in the na- 
tion as a rookie. 

The Crimson Tide will open the college 
football season August 27 in a matchup 
with Ohio State in the Kickoff Classic. The 
team then will play 11 more regular-sea- 
son games, including such tough non-con- 
ference opponents as Notre Dame and 
Penn State. 

While Alabama can boast that Shula 
may be the most accurate passer in the 
conference, Mississippi State can tout 
Don Smith as perhaps the league’s best 
running quarterback. 

Smith, a senior from tiny Hamilton, 
Miss., gained more total offense last year 
—2,886 yards—than all but one quarter- 
back in SEC history (Vanderbilt’s Kurt 
Page, who compiled 3,034 yards in 1983). 

“He may be the best quarterback and 
the best running back in the SEC,” Bull- 


dogs Coach Rockey Felker said. “I think 
he’s one of the top runners in the coun- 
try.” 

Smith is part of what may be the oldest 
college passing combination in the nation. 
It dates back to the eighth grade, when he 
first teamed up with wide receiver John 
Lowe. Lowe will be his primary target on 
long routes, while tight end Louis Clark 
will catch his shorter passes. 

“It’s great to work with a guy like Don,” 
said Clark, who last fall averaged 22 yards 
on 21 receptions and scored three touch- 
downs. “I think the thing about Don is that 
he works so hard during the off-season. 
He doesn’t talk about hard work; he goes 
out and does it.” 

Under Emory Bellard, the Bulldogs 
were winless in the SEC last year and 5-6 
overall. But the attitude is more positive 
this season. , 

“T really like the new coach and think 
things are really looking up,” said Smith, 
who completed 45.8 percent of his passes 
for 2,332 yards and rushed for another 554 
yards last fall. 

Felker, a Bulldog quarterback from 
1972-74 and the assistant who coached Al- 
abama’s running backs last season, said 
he will use an I-formation (among other 
alignments) and allow Smith plenty of 
time to run with the ball. 

“I’m an option-oriented coach, but a lot 
does depend on the quarterback,” Felker 
said. ‘At Alabama we ran the quarter- 
back when Walter Lewis was there. We 
should be able to play similarly to that.” 

Most of the offense figures to come 
from Smith and Clark. The Bulldogs also 
have a good corps of running backs led by 
junior Rodney Peters and sophomore 
Hank Phillips. 

Felker has a good base around which to 
build the offensive line, but his defensive 
front lacks virtually any experience. In 
fact, only four starters return on defense, 
and the entire squad will be learning a 
new system as Felker switches from a 
four-man to a five-man front. 

Felker will be looking for defensive 
leadership from cornerback Bruce Plum- 
mer, safety Brian Hutson and linebacker 
Cedric Corse. But he knows that his 
team’s fortunes rest largely on the shoul- 
ders of his talented senior quarterback. 

This must be a good season for quarter- 
backs in the SEC because the best of the 
bunch still hasn’t been mentioned. Smith 
and Shula have plenty of talent, but the 
top all-around signal-caller likely will be 
Kerwin Bell of Florida. 

Bell, a former walk-on, is a legitimate 
Heisman candidate as a junior. He ranked 
second in the nation in passing efficiency 
last year, completing 62.5 percent of his 
288 passes for 2,687 yards and 21 touch- 
downs. 

The Gators have gone 9-1-1 and finished 
no lower than fifth in the nation in both of 
Bell’s seasons at Florida. They would 


have won the SEC title both years if not 
for a series of sanctions resulting from re- 
cruiting violations. The school’s probation 
will be lifted at the end of the regular sea- 
son, however, and Florida will be eligible 
for the league title and a bowl berth for 
the first time since Bell arrived. 

Bell, however, will have more responsi- 
bility this season. Gone are running backs 
John L. Williams and Neal Anderson, and 
the bench has been thinned by the 


NCAA’s limitation of the Gators to 75 
scholarships this year (20 fewer than 
usual) because of the rules violations. 

But no one is selling the Gators short. 

“Florida could be one of the two or 
three best teams in the country this sea- 
son,” Alabama’s Perkins said. 

Florida Coach Galen Hall won’t go that 
far. 
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Own Your Own 
FOOTBALL Team 


“The Original 
Statistical Sports Game Company, 
And, By Far, The Best”’ 


L&L Football is a sophisticated and challenging statistical sports game that 
allows you to own and manage your own football team. It does require a high 
degree of knowledge and understanding of the game of football. 

L&L Football is as current and vibrant as the Monday night games. Your 
Strategy moves: Who do you draft? Who do you trade? What free agents do 
you sign? And many other strategy choices, and how well your players run, pass, 
catch passes and kick each game this year are what counts. 

L&L game scores are never determined by a roll of dice or a spinner. You 
have football players on your team, not cards based on last year’s outdated statistics. 

The strong national reputation (“...the original statistical sports game company, 
and, by far, the best’) that L&L Activities enjoys comes from the L&L Football game 
and the two other L&L sports games, L&L Baseball and L&L Basketball. 

Since 1981, thousands of fully satisfied customers have enjoyed playing all 
three L&L sports games for 14 consecutive sports seasons. 

Now rule books, team franchise applications, sample newsletters and league 
reports and other L&L information for all three L&L sports games (Baseball, 
Football, and Basketball) are available in one volume for the special mail order 
price of just five dollars. 

Persons from all over the couniry (and many outside the USA) rely on L&L 
for consistent high quality. L&L Activities has never been a simple regional hobby. 

Other companies offer pale imitations plus gimmicks and promises that turn 
into fumbling excuses. L&L offers excellence backed up by experience and proven 
performance. 

There is none better. 


With L&L Football You Can: 
¢ Draft Your Own Players Now # Play Games Every Week © 
® Trade Players Every Week © Sign Free Agents Every Week © 
* Activate Players Every Week @ Put Players on Reserve Every Week © 
* Set Starting Lineups Every Week © Receive Printed Reports Every Week ¢ 
© © © and most important of all ¢ © 
YOU ARE OWNER, COACH and GENERAL MANAGER 


L & L SPORTS RULE BOOK $5.00 


Please send me the special L&L Sports Rule Book that includes all three L&L sports games (Baseball, 
Football, and Basketball) plus applications, sample newsletters and league reports, and other information. 


Name 

Address 
City 

L & L ACTIVITIES 


P.O. Box 3026 State —_____Zip 
Terre Haute, IN 47803 (L&L Activities is a division of LaRoche Activities, Inc) 


For immediate delivery, please print the 
fequested information and send along 
with $5.00 ($5.25 in Indiana) to 
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ALABAMA 


Coach: Ray Perkins (22-12-1, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 8-2-1; SEC: 4-1-1/T3rd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Thornton Chandler, TE; David 
Gilmer, OG; Jon Hand, DT; Brent Sowell, DT; 
Craig Turner, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Albert Bell, 
FL, 6-0/170, Sr.; Bill Condon, G, 6-2/241, Jr.; 
Gene Jelks, HB, 5- 11/170, Soph.; Hoss John- 
son, T, 6-4/269, Sr.; Wes Neighbors, C, 6- 
2/250, Sr.; Greg Richardson, SE, 5-9/ 166, Sr.; 
Larry Rose, G (switched from T), 6-4/270, 
Soph.; Mike Shula, QB, 6-2/198, Sr. Defense 
(9): Cornelius Bennett, LB, 6-4/235, Sr.; 
Wayne Davis, LB, 6-4/210, Sr.; Joe Godwin, 
LB, 6-2/217, Sr.; Curt Jarvis, NG, 6-2/266, 
Sr.; Kermit Kendrick, S, 6- 1/196, Soph.; Fred- 
die Robinson, CB, 6-1/175, Sr; Randy Rock- 
well, LB, 6-3/189, Jr.; Rory Turner, S, 6- 
3/180, Jr.; Vernon Wilkinson, CB, 6- 1/186, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Doug Allen, FB, Jr.; Kerry 
Goode, FB, Jr.; Bobby Humphrey, HB, Soph.; 
Lydell Mitchell, LB, Jr.; Chris Mohr, P, Soph.; 
Gary Otten, OL (RS); Derrick Slaughter, DT, 
Sr.; Ricky Thomas, S, Sr.; Van Tiffin, K, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Bennie Atkinson, DT (RS); 
Marco Battle, WR (RS); Pierre Goode, 
RB/WR; Derrick Ruston, NG (RS); Darryl 
Thomas (JC/RS). 


AUBURN 


Coach: Pat Dye (42-18-1, 5 years; 96-41-1 
overall, 12 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; SEC: 3-3/6th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Lewis Colbert, P; Kyle Collins, RB; 
Harold Hallman, NG; Bo Jackson, RB; Jeff Lott, 
OG; Jeff Parks, TE; Gerald Robinson, DE; 
Steve Wallace, OT; Gerald Williams, DT. 
Starters Returning: (7): Tommie Agee, FB, 5- 
11/210, Sr.; Yann Cowart, G, 6- 1/234, Sr.; 
Trey Gainous, FL, 5-10/175, Sr.; Stacy 
Searels, T, 6-5/267, Jr.; Ben Tamburello, C, 6- 
3/269, Sr.; Freddy Weygand, SE, 6-1/175, Jr.; 
Steve Wilson, G, 6-3/280, Jr. Defense (6): Ar- 
thur Johnson, S, 6-2/196, Sr.; Ben McCurdy, 
LB, 6-2/226, Sr.; Ed Phillips, LB, 6-2/239, Jr.; 
Kevin Porter, CB, 5- 11/194, Jr.; Tom Powell, 
S, 5-10/195, Sr.; Tracy Rocker, T, 6-3/259, 
Soph. 

Key Returnees: Alvin Briggs, CB, Jr. (medical 
RS); Aundray Bruce, DE, Jr.; Jeff Burger, QB, 
Jr.; Collis Campbell, TB, Sr. (RS); Russ Car- 
reker, LB, Jr.; Brent Fullwood, TB, Sr.; Nate 
Hill, OT, Jr.; Tim Jessie, TB, Sr. (RS); Benji 
Roland, NG, Soph.; Brian Smith, DE, Soph.; 
Ron Stallworth, DT, Soph.; Jim Thompson, OT, 
Soph.; Bobby Walden, QB, Soph.; Reggie 
Ware, FB, Jr. 

Top Newcomer: Sean Smith, DB. 


FLORIDA 


Coach: Galen Hall (17-1-1, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 9-1-1; SEC: 5-1/T 1st. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Neal Anderson, TB; Ray Criswell, 
P; Alonzo Johnson, LB; Ricky Knight, S Patrick 
Miller, LB; Frankie Neal, WR; Leon Pennington, 
LB; Curtis Stacy, CB; John L. Williams, FB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Kerwin Bell, 
QB, 6-3/210, Jr.; Jimmy Davis, G, 6-5/279, 
Jr.; Rodney Jones, TE, 6-2/243, Sr.; Frank 
McCarthy, C, 6-2/252, Sr.; Ricky Nattiel, WR, 
5§-9/180, Sr.; David Williams, T, 6-5/295, 
Soph.; Jeff Zimmerman, G, 6-4/310, Sr. De- 
fense (5): Scott Armstrong, LB, 6-1/230, Sr.; 
Jeff Roth, MG, 6-4/250, Soph.; Adrian White, 
S, 6-0/198, Sr.; Jarvis Williams, CB, 6-0/185, 
Jr.; Keith Williams, T, 6-4/260, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Clifford Chariton, LB, Jr.; 
Tommy Duhart, DT, Jr.; Dwayne Glover, S, 
Soph.; James Massey, RB, Jr. (medical RS); 
Ron Moten, LB, Sr.; Rhondy Weston, DT, 
Soph.; Anthony Williams, FB, Jr.; Wayne Wil- 
liams, TB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Webbie Burnett, LB (RS); 
Octavius Gould, RB; Tony Jones, DB (RS); 
Jason Lamberth, LB (RS); Huey Richardson, 
LB; Stacey Simmons, RB; Bob Sims, OT (JC); 
Richard Starowesky, OG (RS); Kerry Watkins, 
CB (RS); Charlie Wright, OL (JC). 


Florida’s Ricky Nattiel. 


GEORGIA 


Coach: Vince Dooley ( 175-67-10, 22 years) 
1985 Record: 7-3-1; SEC: 3-2-1/5th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Peter Anderson, C; Tony Flack, 
DB; Jimmy Hockaday, SE; Bill Mitchell, LB; 
Jake Richardson, DG; Ken Sims, DG; Greg 
Waters, DE; Henry Williams, DT; Michael Willis, 
CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Mack Bur- 
roughs, G, 6-3/270, Jr.; Keith Henderson, FB, 
6-2/210, Soph.; James Jackson, QB, 5- 
11/175, Jr.; Fred Lane, FL, 5- 10/168, Sr.; Vic- 
tor Perry, T, 6-5/272, Sr.; Troy Sadowski, TE, 
6-4/225, Soph.; Kim Stephens, G, 6-2/245, 
Jr.; Wilbur Strozier, T, 6-4/251, Sr.; Tim Wor- 
ley, TB, 6-2/210, Soph. Defense (5): John 
Brantley, LB, 6-2/216, Jr.; Henry Harris, G, 6- 
3/269, Sr.; John Little, DB, 6-3/195, Sr.; Gary 
Moss, CB, 6-0/189, Sr.; Calvin Ruff, E, 6- 
3/225, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Steve Boswell, LB, Sr.; Cris 
Carpenter, P, Soph.; Steve Crumley, K, Soph.; 
Keith Johnson, C, Sr.; David McCluskey, FB, 
Sr.; Lars Tate, TB, Jr.; Greg Williams, CB, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Brent Collins, LB; Bill Gold- 
berg, DL (RS); Joey Hester, QB (RS); Nath- 
aniel Lewis, WR (JC); George Mrvos, OG 
(transfer from Penn State); Chris Warren, OT 
(RS), 


KENTUCKY 


Coach: Jerry Claiborne (20-24-2, 4 years; 
158- 100-7 overall, 24 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6; SEC: 1-5/9th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Chris Derry, FB; Maurice Doug- 
lass, CB; John Dumbauld, DT; Russell Hairston, 
S; Vernon Johnson, OT; Steve Mazza, DE; Ken 
Pietrowiak, C; Jim Reichwein, OG; Tom Richey, 
OT; Stuart Stubbs, NG; Brian Williams, DE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Cornell Bur- 
bage, SE, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Mark Logan, FB, 5- 
11/207, Sr.; Brad Myers, G, 6-2/271, Jr.; Eric 
Pitts, WR, 5-10/178, Sr.; Bill Ransdell, QB, 6- 
2/215, Sr.; Mark Wheeler, TE, 6-2/212, Sr. 
Defense (6): Chris Chenault, LB, 6-2/233, 
Soph.; Jeff Kremer, LB, 6-3/231, Jr.; Tony 
Mayes, CB, 6-1/187, Sr.; Jerry Reese, T, 6- 
1/259, Jr.; Larry Smith, LB, 6- 1/226, Sr.; Tom 
Wilkins, NG, 6-3/248, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Joe Curry, TE, Soph.; Carwell 
Gardner, DE, Soph.;Mark Higgs, TB, Jr.; David 
Johnson, CB, Soph.; Joe Prince, OT, Sr.; John 
Shannon, DT, Jr.; Jay Tesar, P, Soph.; Joe 
Worley, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Vic Adams, DL (RS); Al 
Baker, RB; Oliver Barnett, DT (RS); Donnie 
Gardner, DE; Andy Murray, FB (RS); Mike 
Pfeifer, OT (RS); Rob Robinson, CB (RS); 
Dean Wilks, OL. 
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“Sure, we're optimistic,” he said. “But 
we won't have the depth we'd like. We'll 
have a lot of work to do this fall.” 

While Bell won't have “The Great Wall 
of Florida,” the Gators’ famed 1983 front 
line, to work behind, he will have an of- 
fensive front that features All-America 
guard Jeff Zimmerman, a 6-foot-4, 310- 
pound Outland and Lombardi Trophy can- 
didate, tackle David Williams and two 
other returning starters. He also will be 
able to pass to All-America candidate 
Ricky Nattiel, who averaged 21.1 yards on 
31 receptions last year. 

Hall is looking to junior James Massey, 
who was redshirted with a broken wrist 
last season, and a number of other candi- 
dates to fill the running back openings. 

A pair of Williams, tackle Keith and 
cornerback Jarvis, are the stars of a de- 
fense that led the league last fall but lost 
six starters, including All-America line- 
backer Alonzo Johnson. Many of the new 
and returning starters have plenty of tal- 
ent, but the Gators are concerned about 
the squad’s overall depth. 

Linebacker Scott Armstrong and safety 
Adrian White could emerge as honors 
candidates for the Gators, whose only loss 
last season was against Georgia. 

The Bulldogs rolled up 24 points against 
the Gators last year, more than any other 
team except Rutgers, and were second in 
the SEC in rushing with 3,249 yards. With 
nine starters returning, the Georgia of- 
fense should be just as potent. 

Incumbent quarterback James Jackson 
may have to ward off a challenge, howev- 
er, to keep his starting job. Georgia was 
troubled by quarterback injuries last year, 
which gave several athletes a chance to 
play. Jackson still has the inside track, but 
sophomore Wayne Johnson, senior Todd 
Williams and redshirt freshman Joey Hes- 
ter will be considered. 

The Bulldog backfield is loaded with 
talented runners. Tailbacks Lars Tate and 
Tim Worley combined for 1,253 yards 
rushing a year ago, while fullbacks David 
McCluskey and Keith Henderson totaled 
1,171 yards. 

The Bulldogs return four of five starters 
on the offensive line—guards Kim Ste- 
phens and Mack Burroughs and tackles 
Victor Perry and Wilbur Strozier. But con- 
sensus All-America center Peter Ander- 
son is gone. 

“I’m pretty happy about our offense,” 
Coach Vince Dooley said, “but we’re 
going to miss some of the players our de- 
fense is losing.” 

Gone are five defensive starters, includ- 
ing end Greg Waters and safety Tony 
Flack, both All-SEC picks. The line was 
most severely hit, leaving senior guard 
Henry Harris as the leader up front. 

“Henry may be our best defensive line- 
man,” Dooley said. “He’s the one who has 
really stepped forward.” 

Dooley has a pair of hard hitters in All- 


SEC safety John Little, who made 109 
tackles last fall, and linebacker John 
Brantley (100 tackles). 

Oddly enough, the loss of Heisman Tro- 
phy winner Bo Jackson might not leave 
Auburn wanting at running back. Coach 
Pat Dye’s running corps of tailbacks 
Brent Fullwood (684 yards rushing in '85), 
Collis Campbell, Tim Jessie and Curtis 
Stewart, plus three-year starting fullback 
Tommie Agee (402 yards), could be the 
deepest in the country. 

“We won't be firing blanks, but we 
won't be as loaded as last year, either,” 
Dye said. “We led the conference in of- 
fense the last two years, and we again 
have a chance to be a good football team 
(offensively). We have to rebuild half our 
offensive line, but we had a good bench 
last year to draw from.” 

One member of that bench was backup 
quarterback Jeff Burger, who will replace 
Pat Washington. But the Tigers have little 
depth at that position. 

“We feel very confident in Jeff Burger,” 
Dye said. “We have a lot of players who 
we expect to do well for us, but now it’s a 
matter of seeing them play. We’ll have to 
see what happens when they line up.” 

Actually, the loss of Jackson could be 
helpful for the Tigers because it will force 
them to become more versatile. More em- 
phasis will be placed on the passing game, 
which features such quality performers as 
Trey Gainous and Freddy Weygand. 

The offensive line lost two regulars and 
lacks depth, but the three returning start- 
ers—center Ben Tamburello (an Outland 
Trophy candidate), tackle Stacy Searels 
and guard Steve Wilson—are proven per- 
formers. 

“Ben is the best center in the country, 
without a doubt,” Dye said. 

Dye is less confident about his defense, 
which lost three quality linemen and cor- 
nerback Jimmie Warren. 

“We have some real question marks 
and some rebuilding to do,” he said. 

Dye will rebuild up front around sopho- 
more tackle Tracy Rocker, who led the 
league in tackles by a defensive lineman 
(93) a year ago. The linebacking is solid, 
and the secondary includes All-SEC safety 
Tom Powell and cornerback Kevin Por- 
ter. 

The Tigers also must find a new punter 
to replace All-America Lewis Colbert, 
who averaged 45.8 yards per kick in ’85. 

Tennessee, which wrestled the SEC 
title away from favored Auburn last year, 
will try to repeat as champion despite the 
loss of much of its passing attack. Quarter- 
back Daryl Dickey, split end Eric Swan- 
son, tight end Jeff Smith and consensus 
All-America wingback Tim McGee all 
have departed. 

But those losses might just keep the 
Volunteers, who upset Miami (Fla.) in the 
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Tennessee’s Carlos Reveiz. 


LOUISIANA STATE 


Coach: Bill Arnsparger (17-5-2, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 9-1-1; SEC: 4-1-1/T3rd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Mitch Andrews, TE; Shawn Burks, 
LB; Curt Gore, OT; Dalton Hilliard, RB; Garry 
James, RB; Jeff Wickersham, QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Nacho Alber- 
gamo, C, 6-2/250, Jr.; Eric Andolsek, G, 6- 
2/250, Jr.; Wendell Davis, SE, 6-0/185, Soph.; 
John Hazard, T, 6-5/255, Sr.; Rogie Magee, 
FL, 6-2/200, Jr.; Keith Melancon, G, 6-3/240, 
Sr. Defense (10): Roland Barbay, E, 6-3/257, 
Sr,; Michael Brooks, LB, 6-1/235, Sr.; Chris 
Carrier, S, 6-5/205, Jr.; Toby Caston, LB, 6- 
1/228, Sr.; Kevin Guidry, CB, 6-1/185, Jr.; 
Norman Jefferson, CB, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Steve 
Rehage, S, 6-1/183, Sr.; Ron Sancho, LB, 6- 
2/220, Soph.; Henry Thomas, NG, 6-2/255, 
Sr.; Karl Wilson, E, 6-4/250, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Tommy Clapp, DE, Jr.; Rob 
Cutbirth, S, Jr. (RS); Mark Hall, DE, Jr. (RS); 
Eric Hill, LB, Soph.; Victor Jones, RB, Soph.; 
Oliver Lawrence, LB, Soph.;. Sam Martin, 
RB/WR, Jr.; Darren Malbrough, LB, Jr. (RS); 
Nicky Hazard, LB, Jr.; Daryl Owens, WR, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Eddie Fuller, RB; Sol Graves, 
QB; Tony Houston, DB/WR; Alvin Lee, RB; 
Leonard Valentine, QB; Walker Lee Watkins, 
RB; Harvey Williams, RB. 


Coach: Billy Brewer (15- 16-2, 3 years; 72-55- 
5 overall, 13 years) 

1985 Record: 4-6-1; SEC: 2-4/7th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Kent Austin, QB; Bobby Clark, 
OG; Jamie Holder, WR; Michael Portis, NG; 
Tony Rayburn, OG; Benton Reed, DT; Nathan 
Wonsley, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): J.R. Am- 
brose, WR, 6-0/174, Jr.; Joe Mickles, FB, 5- 
10/210, Jr.; Mario Perry, TE, 6-5/220, Sr.; De- 
fense (7): Mike Fitzsimmons, T, 6-2/245, Sr.; 
Everett Flakes, S, 6-1/200, Sr.; Jeff Herrod, 
LB, 6-0/235, Jr.; Fuzzy Huddleston, LB, 6- 
2/240, Sr.; Lopaz Jones, E, 6-2/224, Soph.; 
Jeff Noblin, S, 6-3/200, Sr.; Jonathan Shelley, 
CB, 6-0/180, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Lester Brinkley, DT, Soph.; 
Willie Goodloe, TB, Jr.; Daren Johnson, WR, 
Soph.; David McKinney, QB, Jr.; Stevon Moore, 
CB, Soph.; Howard Moss, S, Jr.; Chris Osgood, 
QB, Soph.; Bryan Owen, K, Soph.; Jay Schim- 
mel, OT, Soph.; Bill Smith, P, Sr.; Shawn Sykes, 
RB, Soph.; Robert Smith, FB, Jr.; Wesley Walls, 
DE, Soph.; Mark Young, QB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Rob Goff, C (JC); Reid 
Hines, WR; Steve Sutton, C (JC); Jim Earl 
Thomas, RB; Ed Thigpen, RB. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Coach: Rockey Felker (first year at Mississippi 
State) 

1985 Record: 5-6; SEC: 0-6/ 10th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: James Bloodworth, SE; Rusty 
Brown, OG; Leon Cannon, LB; Mike Guttuso, 
DE; R.J. McKenna, S; Eric Mell, DE; Darrell 
Moore, DT; Aaron Pearson, LB; Pat Swoopes, 
DT; Paul Young, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Louis Clark, 
TE, 6-2/225, Sr.; Garry Frank, T, 6-3/290, Jr.; 
Marvell McKelphin, RB, 5-9/215, Sr.; Jeff Pat- 
ton, RB, 6-0/195, Jr.; Hank Phillips, RB, 6- 
1/195, Soph.; Alvin Robinson, T, 6-5/275, Sr.; 
Stan Sims, G, 6-3/260, Jr.; Don Smith, QB, 6- 
1/195, Sr. Defense (4): Cedric Corse, LB, 6- 
3/220, Jr.; Brian Hutson, S, 6- 1/195, Jr.; Kirby 
Jackson, CB, 6-1/180, Sr.; Bruce Plummer, 
CB, 6- 1/185, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Anthony Butts, DT, Soph.; 
Artie Cosby, K, Sr.; Johnny Gussio, S, Jr.; Mike 
Harper, S, Jr.; John Lowe, WR, Sr.; Darren 
Martin, LB, Soph.; Jonathan Moore, WR, 
Soph.; Rodney Peters, RB, Jr.; Calvin Robin- 
son, RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Tommy Goode, C (transfer, 
Southern Mississippi); Fred Hadley, WR (RS); 
Dwayne King, LB; Bernard McCullough, DB 
(JC); Tony Robertson, L; Tony Shell, QB. 


TENNESSEE 


Coach: Johnny Majors (60-40-5, 9 years; 
117-83-7 overall, 18 years) 

1985 Record: 8-1-2; SEC: 5-1/T ist. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Daryl Dickey, QB; David Douglas, 
OT; Tim McGee, WB; Jeff Powell, TB; Tommy 
Sims, CB; Jeff Smith, TE; Eric Swanson, SE; 
Chris White, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): John Bruhin, 
G, 6-4/273, Jr.; Keith Davis, TB, 6-0/190, 
Soph.; Harry Galbreath, G, 6-1/260, Jr.; Wil- 
liam Howard, FB, 6-0/225, Jr.; Todd Kirk, C, 
6-3/257, Jr.; Bruce Wilkerson, T, 6-5/272, Sr. 
Defense (8): Terry Brown, CB, 5-11/173, Sr.; 
Charles Davis, S, 6-3/192, Sr.; Mark Hovanic, 
T, 6-3/245, Jr.; Dale Jones, LB, 6-2/227, Sr.; 
Bryan Kimbro, LB, 6-3/195, Soph.; Darrin Mil- 
ler, LB, 6-1/235, Jr.; Robby Scott, MG, 6- 
1/275, Sr.; Kelly Ziegler, LB, 6-0/218, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Joey Clinkscales, WR, Sr.; 
Richard Cooper, DT, Jr.; Andre Creamer, DB, 
Jr.; Keith DeLong, LB, Soph.; Jeff Francis, QB, 
Soph.; Nate Middlebrooks, TE, Soph.; Jim Mil- 
ler, FB, Sr.; Pete Panuska, RB, Sr.; Victor Pep- 
pers, CB, Jr.; Carlos Reveiz, K, Sr.; Randy 
Sanders, QB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: T.J. Miles, C (RS); Eric Still, 
OT (RS); Thomas Woods, WR (RS). 


VANDERBILT 


Coach: Watson Brown (first year at Vanderbilt; 
22-32-1, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 3-7-1; SEC: 1-4-1/8th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Eight-Man Front. 
Key Losses; Shayne Adair, C; Mark Herrmann, 
OT; Jeff Holt, S; Dave Logie, OG; Jim Popp, TE; 
Kermit Sykes, CB; Steve Wade, DT; John 
Windham, DE; Will Wolford, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Everett 
Crawford, TB, 5-10/180, Jr.; John Gromos, 
QB, 6-5/212, Soph.; Daryl Holt, G, 6-3/262, 
Jr.; Boo Mitchell, FL, 5-11/176, Soph.; Tony 
Pearcey, SE, 6-2/180, Soph.; Carl Woods, FB, 
5-11/200, Sr. Defense (7): Thanh Anderson, 
CB, 5-9/178, Sr.; Armando Fitz, LB, 6-3/217, 
Sr.; Chris Gaines, LB, 6-0/242, Jr.; Marvin 
Thomas, E, 6-1/222, Sr.; Noel Wells, S, 6- 
0/185, Soph.; Mark Woehler, LB, 5-11/214, 
Sr.; David Wurm, T, 6-2/252, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Andy Baker, CB, Jr.; Rodney 
Barrett, TB, Soph. (RS); Chuck DeGroot, OT, 
Jr. (RS); John Dwornick, NG, Sr. (RS); Joe 
Gentry, LB, Soph.; Tom Gray, FB, Soph.; Alan 
Herline, K/P, Sr.; Joe Johnston, FL, Jr. (RS); 
Tim Richardson, QB, Soph.; Mark Wracher, 
QB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mark Johnson, RB; Eric 
Jones, QB (transfer, Northwestern); Andy 
McCarroll, TE; Alan Roman, CB (JC). 
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Sugar Bowl, from becoming complacent. 

“After winning the Sugar Bowl, we had 
a much better spring practice,” Coach 
Johnny Majors said. “I tell you, I had to 
call fewer people to the carpet this year. I 
didn’t have to say anything to a single 
player during the off-season about getting 
into the weight room. 

“You know, they say the higher you get 
up the flagpole, the harder the wind 
blows. We can’t expect to play just as well 
to wind up with the same record.” 

Though the Vols have big gaps to fill, 
Majors said he has the players to do the 
job. “But we can’t afford to cut out any 
work,” he cautioned. 

Sophomores Jeff Francis, Greg Hargis 
and Randy Sanders and freshman Moses 
Collins will be competing for the quarter- 
back spot. The winner of that battle will 
be passing to Joey Clinkscales and Sam 
Graddy, an Olympic sprinter. 

Tailback Keith Davis returns for his 
sophomore year after rushing for 684 
yards in ’85. Providing interference will 
be a solid line that returns 80 percent in- 
tact, including second-team All-America 
tackle Bruce Wilkerson and guard Harry 
Galbreath. 

The Vols have an excellent placekicker 
in Carlos Reveiz, whose 102 points last 
season tied Auburn’s Jackson for second 
in the nation. He converted 24 of 28 field 
goals and all 31 of his extra-point at- 
tempts. 

The Vols are in good shape defensively. 
Nine starters are back from a squad that 
held its last seven opponents—including 
Miami—to 34 total points. 

Second-team All-America safety Chris 
White will be missed in the secondary, but 
safety Charles Davis is back to help main- 
tain the Vols’ pass defense. Also back is 
All-SEC linebacker Dale Jones, the Vols’ 
big-play man on defense. Fellow line- 
backers Kelly Ziegler, Bryan Kimbro and 
Darrin Miller give Tennessee a tough de- 
fensive middle. 

The members of the defensive line— 
largely unknown a year ago until defen- 
sive coordinator Ken Donahue got his 
hands on them—should be better with a 
year’s experience. Tackles Mark Hovanic 
and Richard Cooper and middle guard 
Robby Scott are the returning starters. 

Louisiana State lost only one defensive 
starter to graduation, meaning that Arn- 
sparger may get a chance to show off the 
wizardry for which he was famous while 
coaching the Dolphins’ No-Name Defense. 

“We will be able to do a lot physically 
on defense,” the coach said. “There’s a lot 
this team is capable of.” 

One of the most capable players is sen- 
ior linebacker Michael Brooks, a second- 
team All-America. Brooks will work with 
senior Toby Caston and sophomore Ron 
Sancho. 

Ends Karl Wilson and Roland Barbay 
and noseguard Henry Thomas form a for- 
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Noseguard Henry Thomas is 
the middle man on Louisiana 
State’s formidable defensive 
line. 


midable defensive front. The secondary 
also is blessed with such talented per- 
formers as All-SEC cornerback Norman 
Jefferson and junior Kevin Guidry. 

The defense appears set, but LSU suf- 
fered the most devastating offensive 
losses in the league. Quarterback Jeff 
Wickersham and running backs Dalton 
Hilliard and Garry James accounted for 
more than 13,000 yards over the last four 
years, but that entire backfield is gone. 

Sam Martin and Victor Jones looked 
good during spring workouts and are the 
leading candidates to take over at tail- 
back, although several freshmen will be 
on hand to compete for playing time. Hop- 
ing to succeed Wickersham are sopho- 
more Mickey Guidry, freshman Tom Hod- 
son (who was redshirted because of an 
elbow injury last year) and senior Doug 
Powell. 

The Tigers have a good receiver in 
flanker Rogie Magee, who caught 35 
passes for 473 yards last fall. The offen- 
sive line appears solid with the return of 
four starters, including center Nacho Al- 
bergamo and guard Eric Andolsek. 

“Overall, I’d say we're in a position to 
improve that line,” Arnsparger said. “It 
should be the type that will give the back- 
field time to get over the hump.” 

Like Mississippi State’s Felker, Watson 
Brown has returned to his alma mater, 
Vanderbilt, to coach. Also like Felker, his 
work is cut out for him. 

Brown, who left Rice to take over for 
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George Macintyre, must replace about 
half of the ’85 starting lineup and rebuild 
the Commodores’ offensive line, where 
junior guard Dary] Holt is the only return- 
ing starter. 

There is experience at the skill posi- 
tions, though. Running backs Carl (Goo 
Baby) Woods, who rushed for 615 yards 
last fall, and Everett Crawford, who 
gained 448, open up Vanderbilt’s ground 
game. Split end Gerald (Boo) Mitchell, 
who caught 45 passes for 739 yards, could 
be one of the best receivers in the confer- 
ence. 

Any of three quarterbacks could be 
throwing to Mitchell this year. Senior 
Mark Wracher and sophomores John 
Gromos and Tim Richardson all saw sig- 
nificant playing time in ’85. 

Defensively, the Commodores are 
switching to an eight-man front this sea- 
son. Brown will be depending on end Mar- 
vin Thomas and linebacker Chris Gaines 
to lead this squad. 

Vanderbilt fans were ecstatic when an 
alumnus was named coach, but Brown is 
preaching patience. 

“One man can’t do it all alone, but if 
I’ve been a rallying point for Vanderbilt 
people, then I’m happy to have done so,” 
he said. “I just hope our fans don’t expect 
too much, too quickly.” 

Mississippi fans also would be wise to 
keep their hopes in check. Coach Billy 
Brewer’s Rebels are making strides, but 
they are still at least a year away from 
making many waves in the SEC. 

Ole Miss’ best player may turn out to be 
Bill Smith, who averaged 45.3 yards on 79 
punts to finish fifth in the nation as a jun- 
ior last fall. Another honors candidate ‘s 
wide receiver J.R. Ambrose, who caught 
38 passes for 708 yards and six touch- 
downs as a sophomore last fall. 

A three-way race has developed be- 
tween junior David McKinney and sopho- 
mores Chris Osgood and Mark Young for 
the Rebels’ No. 1 quarterback job. 

The strength of the Ole Miss defense 
will be linebacker, where Fuzzy Huddles- 
ton and Jeff Herrod return. 

Kentucky is coming off a disappointing 
5-6 season that followed an 8-3, Hall of 
Fame Bowl campaign in 1984. But Coach 
Jerry Claiborne has plenty of offensive 
weapons to make the Wildcats exciting. 

Senior quarterback Bill Ransdell com- 
pleted 57.6 percent of his passes with only 
six interceptions last year, while fullback 
Mark Logan and tailback Mark Higgs 
combined for 1,326 yards rushing. Also 
back is split end Cornell Burbage. The 
line, however, is inexperienced. 

Linebackers Larry Smith and Chris 
Chenault and cornerback Tony Mayes 
bolster the defense. @ 

Thomas O’Toole covers Georgia sports for the At- 
lanta Journal-Constitution. 


Ken Gordon covers college sports for the West 
Palm Beach Post. 


Fire and Brimstone 


Miami of Ohio’s 
George Swarn Is 
Minister of Pain 


By MATT MARKEY 


eorge Swarn is not your typical 
Gr" man. The star tailback for 

Miami of Ohio is quiet, reserved, 
kind, devout and committed to his reli- 
gion, but for three hours every Saturday 
in the fall, he simply hurts people. 

The battered bodies of defensive play- 
ers throughout the Mid-American Confer- 
ence bear testimony to that. In short, 
Swarn, a lifelong Christian, is fire and 
brimstone on the football field. 

“Most people think that if you are a 
Christian, you have to give up everything 
else,” Swarn said. “They think you can’t 
be mean out on the field, you can’t go out 
and hit people. But they are wrong.” 

Swarn sees nothing incongruous in his 
beliefs. He thinks that his faith and foot- 
ball mix just fine, that he can be a man of 
God and a minister of pain on the gridiron 
at the same time. 

“When I’m playing football, I am driven 
to do my best, to put forth a maximum 
effort, and in a contact sport like this, that 
means crunching people now and then,” 
he explained. “You never try to hurt any- 
one, but a Christian can still be a fierce 
competitor in a very physical game like 
football. If you say you’re a Christian, a lot 
of people think that means you are quiet, 
timid and praying all the time. Well, the 
football field is no place to be timid.” 

In other words, if you’re a defensive 
player set on stopping George Swarn, 
there’s hell to pay. 

As a junior last season, the 6-foot, 205- 
pound tailback rushed for 1,511 yards 
(fifth best in the nation) and 12 touch- 
downs. He averaged 4.9 yards per carry 
and 137.4 yards per game. He also caught 
44 passes for 424 yards and four more 
touchdowns, and he was third in the coun- 
try in all-purpose running (177.5 yards per 
game). 

Swarn’s best performance came in a 31- 
16 victory over Eastern Michigan. He 
rushed 41 times for 326 yards and scored 
four touchdowns. 

“Swarn literally killed us,’ Hurons 
Coach Jim Harkema said. “We're playing 
at home on a rain-soaked field that was all 
mud, and he goes for more than 300 yards. 
It was like he was running on a different 
level than everyone else. They're slipping 
and falling all over the place, and Swarn 
cuts his way downfield time after time. He 
was just phenomenal.” 

Swarn had touchdown runs of 55, eight, 
23 and 23 yards while shattering the MAC 


} Miami 2 Ohio tailback George Swarn makes life miserable for defen- { 


sive players who get in his way. 


single-game rushing record of 289 yards, 
set in 1951. He finished the Redskins’ nine- 
game MAC schedule with 1,397 yards, an- 
other conference record. 

“He had a great season, but that East- 
ern Michigan game really showed what 
kind of player George is,” Miami Coach 
Tim Rose said. “It was an almost super- 
natural performance. The field was in 


awful shape, and when they told me in the 
fourth quarter how many yards he had, I 
didn’t believe it. It was a cold, wet, blus- 
tery night, and here this guy goes out and 
puts on one of the greatest performances 
in the history of college football. He is that 
kind of player, and the same kind of per- 


Continued 
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son. There’s no other way to put it. He is 
just a cut above the rest.” 

He has been, ever since high school. 
Swarn was a brilliant athlete at Malabar 
High School in Mansfield, O., excelling in 
track as well as football. He played both 
running back and defensive tackle and 
was recruited by several major colleges. 

“I was recruited by all the MAC schools, 
too,” he said, “but I liked Miami because it 
was the right size and the right distance 
from home, and I felt I had a chance to 
play a lot there.” 

Though he had played on the line in 
high school, there was never any doubt 
where he would play at Miami. 

“The moment he set foot on campus, I 
knew that if he stayed healthy it was only 
a matter of time before he broke every 
record, including mine,” said Bob Hit- 
chens, Miami's backfield coach and the 
holder of the school’s career rushing rec- 
ord. Needing only 59 yards to take the rec- 
ord from his coach, who had 3,118, Swarn 
is on the verge of fulfilling Hitchens’ pre- 
diction. 

“George is a good, tough, durable run- 
ning back every day, every time he goes 
out on the field,” Hitchens said. “I’ve seen 
some great backs here in the last 10 
years, including pros like Sherman Smith 
and Rob Carpenter, and Swarn is definite- 
ly right up there with them.” 

Swarn made,his mark early. After 
spending most of the 1983 season as a 
backup to Jay Peterson, gaining 267 yards 
on 52 carries, Swarn took the starting job 
as a sophomore and streaked into the na- 
tional spotlight in Miami's first game. He 
gained 239 yards on 29 carries, including a 
school-record 98-yard touchdown run, in a 
17-13 loss to Western Michigan. He fin- 
ished that year with 1,282 yards on 269 
carries, but the Redskins struggled to 
their second straight 4-7 record. 

“I got a lot of attention after that West- 
ern game my sophomore year, but I felt 
kind of hollow because we had lost,” 
Swarn said. “If I only got three yards and 
we won, I would be much more satisfied.” 

As a junior last season, Swarn had nine 
100-yard games, finishing the year with 
six straight. But again his assault on the 
record books was overshadowed—at least 
for Swarn—by the fact that the Redskins 
finished second in the league to undefeat- 
ed Bowling Green State. 

“The records and the publicity are nice, 
but that top prize has eluded us,” Swarn 
said. “This year we think it’s ours.” 

Miami did improve to 8-2-1 in 1985, and 
this fall it is the early favorite to win the 
league. Swarn, who is blessed with both 
speed and power, is anxious to get to 
work. 

“I know a lot is expected from me and 
there is a lot of pressure on me to do well, 
but I don’t have any trouble dealing with 
that,” he said. “I always put God first in 
my life, and he is my escape. I just leave 


all the pressures with him. He gave me 
the talent, and when I keep things right 
with him, it makes me a better player. My 
relationship with God satisfies me, and it 
takes away all the distractions that could 
limit my performance. My faith in God 
makes me a better player.” 

Swarn’s uncle is a minister, his father a 
church deacon and his mother an active 
member of their church congregation in 
Mansfield, so his association with his reli- 
gion is nothing new. He didn’t just jump on 
the Christian bandwagon after gaining 
some notoriety. 

“The family is usually the source of 
strong faith, and that is definitely the case 
with my family,” Swarn said. “Your back- 
ground has a lot to do with the way you 
turn out, and I feel very fortunate to come 
from a close, Christian family. 

“I don’t think there would be so many 
athletes in trouble with the law or with 
drugs if they had a strong family and spir- 
itual background. There’s a lot of pressure 
on guys in college football since everyone 
wants you to win, and | think some guys 
turn to drugs to escape. They are search- 
ing for something to relieve the pressure, 
and they don’t realize that if they just be- 
lieve in themselves and in God, they can 
beat the pressure.” 

Swarn’s attitude apparently has been 
infectious in the Redskin clubhouse. 

“George Swarn’s football ability and ex- 
plosiveness have taken an average team 
here at Miami and made it a very good 
team,” Rose said, “but George Swarn’s 
heart has taken us and made us better 
people. This may sound canned or like it’s 
just the right thing to say, but I've never 
been more sincere about anything. Those 
are not just words when he talks about his 
faith and his outlook on life. Not at all. 
What you see is just what you get with 
George. He is a true delight to coach, He 
never takes a day off. And his attitude 
rubs off on the other guys.” 

Swarn and his teammates rallied 
around Brian Frazier, a sophomore defen- 
sive back who was critically injured while 
making a tackle in spring practice in 1985. 
His spinal cord was damaged, and doctors 
said Frazier would spend the rest of his 
life in bed and attached to life-support sys- 
tems. 

“The medical experts said I wouldn’t be 
able to move, that I’d spend the rest of my 
life on a respirator,” Frazier said, “but 
George and the other guys wouldn’t let 
me quit fighting. He visited me a lot and 
prayed with me. I spent seven months in 
the hospital, and they never forgot me. 
George is a big, fast and strong guy and a 
great football player, but he cares about 
people like me more than football. His 
character and personality are his most 
outstanding characteristics.” 

Pushed by the emotional and spiritual 
encouragement from Swarn and the rest 
of his teammates, Frazier made miracu- 
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lous strides. When the Redskins held their 
banquet after the '85 season, Frazier took 
several tenuous steps up to the podium to 
receive his letter jacket. 

“That was one of the most emotionally 
wrenching moments anyone on this team 
has ever been through,” Rose said. “The 
kid went down and the doctors gave him 
no hope, but George and the other guys 
wouldn’t let him waste away. This may 
sound fake to some people, but what we 
saw was evidence of the truly amazing 
power of prayer and positive thinking. He 
was inundated with prayers and encour- 
agement, and then Brian took a couple of 
steps. 

“It was very rewarding to me as a 
coach to see George and some of the 
other players take such a keen interest in 
his situation. They kept Brian a big part of 
our program. They stayed with him and 
never let him get down. That’s the kind of 
stuff George Swarn is made of.” 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


The Mid-American Conference has 
been wearing a painful black eye for the 
past eight months and there are nine 
teams anxious to get the healing process 
started. 

The slow-healing shiner occurred when 
last year’s conference champion, unbeat- 
en, untied Bowling Green State (11-0), car- 
ried the league's colors into the California 
Bowl in the never-ending quest for nation- 
al recognition. 

The Falcons limped home, shattered 
and battered, after receiving a 51-7 beat- 
ing from Pacific Coast Athletic Associa- 
tion champion Fresno State. That loss was 
a major blow to Mid-American pride. 

Restoration of pride and a renewed 
search for recognition will be the founda- 
tion for the 1986 season. And, fittingly, 
there is no clear-cut favorite to unseat the 
graduation-depleted Falcons as confer- 
ence champion. May the best team win! 

“The whole complexion of the league 
has changed in a year’s time,” said Miami 
of Ohio Coach Tim Rose. “Last season we 
had one super-experienced team in Bowl- 
ing Green and a lot of other teams with 
many inexperienced players. Those 
teams have all grown up now and we find 
what I feel is a very even field. I think it 
will be much more wide open in the title 
race than a year ago.” 

Miami, the conference's second-place 
finisher last season with a 7-1-1 (8-2-1 over- 
all) record, gets the early nod because of 
its 39 lettermen and 18 returning starters. 
It doesn’t hurt, either, that the Redskins 
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have tailback George Swarn, the league’s 
top player and the third-leading all-pur- 
pose rusher in the nation last season with 
a 177.5 average. Central Michigan, which 
finished third a year ago, returns 46 let- 
termen and 17 starters, while Western 
Michigan, Eastern Michigan and Ball 
State also boast a wealth of experience. 

“What we’re going to see, I think, is a 
race that goes to the final week of 
games,” said Central Michigan Coach 
Herb Deromedi. “Miami’s got the super- 
star in George Swarn and he puts them in 
front, but a lot can change in the games 
we have ahead of us. 

“Depth, injuries and the appearance of 
some unexpected outstanding performers 
will have a lot to do with deciding who 
represents this league in the next Cal 
Bowl. It should be a real dogfight.” 

The conference underwent something 
of an off-season facelift as Northern IIli- 
nois, upset over the league’s hesitation in 
expanding the number of football scholar- 
ships to the NCAA limit, dropped out to 
pursue its fortunes as an independent. The 
departure of the Huskies, who will remain 
on the schedule of six Mid-American 
teams in 1986, drops the title contenders 
list from 10 to nine. And the 1986 trail to 
California begins in Miami. 

This prospect has Redskin fans thinking 
big. Miami has not been to a bowl game 
since 1975, when the Redskins defeated 
South Carolina to complete a stretch of 
three straight Tangerine Bow! victories. 

Rose knows that 18 returning starters 
from an 8-2-1 team makes Miami the Mid- 
American favorite, but he says the title 
talk is premature. 

“It's true we do have some very tal- 
ented young men coming back after a suc- 
cessful season in 1985, but we've got an 
awful lot of football to play before any- 
thing is settled,” Rose said. “I don’t see us 
as the far-and-away favorite at all. There 
are so many experienced players back on 
most of the teams that a lot of teams 
could surprise you with their strength. 

“We'll just have to line up and play and 
see what happens.” 

Heading that group of returning start- 
ers is Swarn, who led the conference in 
rushing with 1,511 yards and caught 44 
passes for another 424. Swarn had the 
NCAA’s top single-game rushing perfor- 
mance when he ripped Eastern Michigan 
for 326 yards. 

“Swarn’s presence does make a differ- 
ence,” Rose said. “He makes us a very 
good football team, no question about it.” 

But there are other reasons why the 
Redskins will be good. 

Quarterback Terry Morris, a senior 
from El Cajon, Calif., is the top returning 
passer in the league. The second-team all- 
conference selection completed 60 per- 
cent of his passes in 1985 and led the Red- 
skins to seven straight victories and a tie 
after taking over at quarterback. He com- 


Tight end Ron Duncan is one 
of the reasons that Ball State 
fans are looking forward to 
better things in the 1986 sea- 
son. 


pleted 121 of 202 passes for 1,471 yards. 

Tom Graham, another senior, will han- 
dle fullback duties while John Ramsey 
and Andy Schillinger, backups last season, 
should share time at wingback. Dave 
Dauch and Mike Kusan will fight for the 
tight end position while Jack Arthur and 
Mike Marhofer are slated to share time at 
split end. 

The offensive line will be manned by 
massive tackles Dan Dalrymple (6-foot-3, 
290 pounds and a first-team all-conference 
selection) and Matt Kemper (6-5, 271), 
guards John Schaefer and Tom Schmitt 
and center Terry Walsh. All are returning 
starters, which bodes well for Swarn’s All- 
America aspirations. 

“We've got some key people back and 
we have the necessary personnel to be a 
strong offensive football team,” Rose said, 
“but we'll want to excell on the defensive 
side as well. Strong defensive teams have 
traditionally done well in this league.” 

The defense is led by junior tackle An- 
drew Marlatt, a second-team all-confer- 
ence performer as a sophomore and third 
in the league in tackles for a loss with 21. 
Mark Turner is expected to start again at 
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the other tackle, with Jeff Happ and De- 
Morris McDonald working at middle 
guard. Dave Brown, Pete Mather, Dave 
Slankard and Al Clark lead the veteran 
linebacking corps. The secondary fea- 
tures returnees Troy White, Sheldon 
White, Jamie Wilhelm and Preston Cul- 
lars. 

Also returning are Gary Gussman, the 
second-team all-conference placekicker, 
and punter Doug Kolesar. 

“A lot of these people were a big part of 
last year’s success, and we just hope they 
stay healthy and work hard to keep us in 
the fight for the league championship,” 
Rose said. “We’ve got a long season to 
play and nothing is settled yet.” 

Deromedi has put together a 64-20-3 
record in his eight years as head coach at 
Central Michigan, and the 1986 Chip- 
pewas should do nothing to mar that win- 
ning tradition. Deromedi has a majority of 
starters returning from last year’s 7-3 
team that finished behind Bowling Green 
and Miami in the Mid-American title race. 
Deromedi’s teams have won the league 
title twice and finished second two times. 
They have never finished lower than 
fourth place. 

“There’s no question we have a good 
nucleus of experienced players returning, 
and that should give us the foundation for 
becoming a good football team,” Derome- 
di said. “Our offensive line should be 
strong, with starters back at every posi- 
tion but center, and we should benefit 
from having two veteran players avail- 
able at quarterback, if things work out 
that way.” 

Junior quarterback Marcelle Car- 
ruthers started the final two 1985 games 
and led Central Michigan to wins over 
Ball State and Northern Illinois. He likely 
will be challenged by fifth-year senior 
Ron Fillmore, who skipped spring prac- 
tice to play baseball. If Fillmore, who 
started eight games last season and threw 
seven touchdown passes, decides to don 
the pads once more, Deromedi will have 
the league’s best depth at quarterback. 

“Tt would be great to have both of them, 
and at this time we expect to. But I would 
feel confident with either one out on the 
field,” he said. “Depth at the key positions 
is a critical plus that would make us a 
stronger team.” 

The line offers plenty of protection. 
Guard Rick Poljan was a first-team all- 
conference performer in 1985 and 6-6, 280- 
pound tackle Brian Williams was a sec- 
ond-team all-leaguer. Returning starters 
Duncan Hogg (tackle) and Chuck Lark 
(guard) make the Chippewas’ front wall 
formidable. Tight end Bob Stebbins and 
fullback Phil Hendrix also return. 

Rodney Stevenson, who rushed for 253 
yards last season, will try to replace the 
graduated Tony Brown (655 yards rush- 
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Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 

JOHN DIETTRICH 
Kicker 
RON DUNCAN 
Tight End 
CRAIG KANTNER 
Center 
3 MIKE ESTEP 
a | APN Offensive Guard 

Rc eee GREG A. JOHNSON 
Punter 
ERIK JOHNSON 
Linebacker Bowling Green State 
TONY ELLIOTT 
Cornerback Central Michigan 
RICK POLJAN 
Offensive Guard Central Michigan 


BRIAN WILLIAMS 
Offensive Tackle Central Michigan 


~ 


APL tna Ah 


Ohio U. running back Jesse Owens. 
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Kent State 
TONY STEPHENS 
Linebacker Kent State 
DAN DALRYMPLE 
Offensive Tackle Miami (O.) 
TERRY MORRIS 
Quarterback Miami (0O.) 
GEORGE SWARN 
Tailback Miami (O.) 
JESSE OWENS 
Running Back Ohio University 
DEXTER CLARK 


Cornerback Toledo 


TIM INGLIS 


Linebacker / Defensive End Toledo 


MARK GARALCZYK 


Defensive Tackle Western Michigan 


Ball State kicker John Diettrich. KELLY SPIELMAKER 
Tight End Western Michigan 
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BALL STATE 


Coach: Paul Schudel (4-7, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 4-7; MAC: 3-6/T6th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Jerome Davis, NG; Steve Dennis, 
OG; Brad Saar, LB; Jeff Warner, CB; Mike 
Willis, DT; Kevin Young, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Mark 
Boggs, T, 6-5/277, Sr.; Cariton Campbell, TB, 
5-8/185, Sr.; Deon Chester, FL, 6-0/188, Jr.; 
John Cunningham, G, 6-2/250, Sr.; Ron Dun- 
can, TE, 6-4/235, Jr.; Ricky George, SE, 6- 
0/180, Sr.; Craig Kantner, C, 6-3/255, Sr.; Ed 
Konopasek, T, 6-5/275, Sr.; Wade Kosakow- 
ski, QB, 6-2/192, Jr.: Jay Neal, FB, 6-0/225, 
Sr. Defense (6): Todd Clark, S, 6-0/195, Sr.; 
Pat Cooper, LB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Dominique Gal- 
loway, E, 5-10/196, Sr.; Avis Hines, E, 5- 
11/181, Sr.; Troy Schultz, T, 6- 1/250, Jr.; 
Stanford Young, CB, 5-11/172, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Burt Austin, FL, Sr. (switched 
from tailback); Mose Carter, NG, 6-2/225, 
Soph.; Vinny Constable, OG, Jr.; John Diet- 
trich, K/P, Sr.; Gary Frisby, FB, Jr.; Marenis 
Kansfield, NG, Sr.; Jess Neal, CB, Soph.; Tim 
Walton, LB, Soph.; Darryl Wesley, S, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Derrick Gardner, DB (trans- 
fer, Drake); William Peoples, CB (transfer, 
Drake). 


BOWLING GREEN STATE 


Coach: Moe Ankney (first year at Bowling 
Green State) 

1985 Record: 11-0; MAC: 9-0/ ist. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Troy Dawson, LB; Sean Dykes, 
DB; Mike Foor, NT; Chris Hartman, DE; Stan 
Hunter, WR; Melvin Marshall, DB; Brian 
McClure, QB; Greg Meehan, FL; George 
Schmelzel, FB; Dan Schriner, OG; Vince Villan- 
ucci, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Gerald Bay- 
less, TE, 6-3/235, Sr.; Dave Bittner, G, 6- 
0/248, Sr.; Mike Estep, G, 6-4/253, Sr.; Eric 
Helgesen, C, 6-2/243, Sr.; Mark Nelson, T/G, 
6-4/270, Sr. Defense (5): Dean Bryson, DB, 
5-10/199, Sr.; Lesley Harris, DB, 5-9/ 173, Jr.; 
John Hunter, E, 6-3/187, Sr.; Erik Johnson, 
LB, 6- 1/209, Sr.; Phil Walker, T, 6- 1/243, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Pat Clarksean, QB, Soph. 
(RS); Jack Coppess, NT/LB, Sr.; Jeff Davis, 
TB, Sr.; Greg Johnson, DT, Sr.; Greg A. John- 
son, P, Sr.; Mike Joyce, OT, Sr.; Mike Otten, 
FB, Sr.; Mark Polivka, LB, Sr.; Ken Rankin, WR, 
Jr.; Jeff Sandru, QB, Jr.; Paul Silvi, K, Sr.; Eric 
Smith, QB, Jr.; Darryl Story, TB, Sr.; Eric Wil- 
liams, OT, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Shawn Daniels, RB (JC); 
Eric Lundgren, DL (JC). 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


Coach: Herb Deromedi (64-20-3, 8 years) 
1985 Record: 7-3; MAC: 6-3/3rd. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Tony Brown, TB; Mike Brunner, C; 
Mike Cook, C; John DeBoer, WR; Carl Kloos- 
terman, CB; Brian McPherson, P; Ed Meyle, 
NG; Steve Sklenar, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Ron Fillmore, 
QB, 6-3/200, Sr.; Phil Hendrix, FB, 5-10/220, 
Jr.; Duncan Hogg, T, 6-3/260, Jr.; Chuck Lark, 
G, 6-1/255, Sr.; Rick Poljan, G, 6-3/245, Sr.; 
Bob Stebbins, TE, 6-4/230, Jr.; Roland Ste- 
vens, RB, 5- 10/165, Sr.; Brian Williams, T, 6- 
6/280, Sr. Defense (7): Mike Bruns, LB, 6- 
3/220, Sr.; Ben Castle, T, 6-3/250, Sr.; Tony 
Elliott, S, 6-0/185, Sr.; Nick Johnson, T, 6- 
1/240, Sr.; Joe Kellogg, S, 6-2/ 185, Jr.; Chris 
Wise, LB, 6- 1/220, Jr.; Howard Young, CB, 5- 
11/170, Jr.; Phil Zielinski, LB, 6-3/220, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Roger Bearss, S, Jr.; Matt 
Burns, LB, Soph.; Marcelle Carruthers, QB, Jr.; 
Kyle Curtiss, TE, Sr.; Mike Dillon, OG, Jr.; Don 
Kolcheff, RB, Soph.; Pete Panelli, NG, Sr.; Rick 
Sellers, FB, Soph.; Steve Sklenar, LB, Soph.; 
Brian Smallbone, OT, Soph.; Rodney Steven- 
son, RB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Steve Groulx, S (RS); Jay- 
son Hansel, CB (RS); Donnie Riley, TB (RS); 
David Whitaker, TB (RS). 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Coach: Jim Harkema (7-24-2, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; MAC: 3-6/T6th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Dale Boone, OT; Jerry Clayton, 
DB; Mario Ferretti, K; Matt Finlay, LB; Robert 
Gordon, QB; Bob Hirschmann, P; Steve Lewis, 
DE; Mark Peterson, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Ron Adams, 
QB, 6-0/190, Jr.; Brian Clouse, G, 6-3/235, 
Jr.; Kevin Cooney, 6-2/255, Sr.; Evans Hicks, 
T, 6-2/282, Jr.; Marcus Mathews, FL, 6-0/180, 
Sr.; Steve Palmateer, FB, 6-0/215, Soph.; Gary 
Patton, TB, 5-9/185, Jr.; Brett Petersmark, C, 
6-3/271, Sr.; Don Vesling, SE, 6-4/215, Jr.; 
Ron Wendt, TE, 6-6/240, Sr. Defense (7): 
Anthony Fields, CB, 6- 1/192, Sr.; Tom Kiefer, 
LB, 6-2/224, Jr.; Tom Menard, S, 6-0/180, 
Soph.; Eric Miller, E, 6-2/230, Jr.; Mike 
Ochadleus, T, 6-2/250, Sr.; Joe Palka, LB, 5- 
10/200, Sr.; Mike Skiver, DB, 6- 1/195, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Bobby Anderson, SE, Sr.; 
Keith Bertram, LB, Soph.; Mike Burns, DT, 
Soph.; Brian Carter, DB, Soph.; Jimmie John- 
son, TB, Soph.; Scott Jurek, LB, Soph.; Matt 
Klassa, OT, Soph.; Bill Kupp, DE, Soph.; Phil 
Solatka, DT, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Tim Henneghen, K (RS); 
Tom Sullivan, QB (RS); Scott Wyka, LB (RS). 


KENT STATE 


Coach: Glen Mason (first year at Kent State) 
1985 Record: 3-8; MAC: 2-6/9th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Bill Bernard, C; Lee Bullington, 
DT; Andy Cregan, OG; Maurice Eldridge, OT; 
Scott Henderson, CB; Louis Jefferson, DE; 
Todd Kelley, FB; Jim Kilbane, FL; Jeff Richards, 
DT; Roger Weber, OT; Terry White, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Eric Dye, SE, 
6-1/173, Jr.; Steve Poth, QB, 6-2/188, Soph.; 
Mike Rodich, TE, 6-2/217, Sr.; Eric Wilkerson, 
TB, 5-10/180, Soph.; Tom Zullo, G, 6-2/234, 
Soph.Defense (6): Ray Kangas, E, 6-5/250, 
Soph.; Stuart Sims, S, 6- 1/188, Sr.; Tony Ste- 
phens, LB, 6-2/226, Jr.; Rick Taute, LB, 6- 
2/210, Jr.; Tim Viscuso, LB, 6- 1/205, Jr.; Tony 
Wells, S, 6- 1/185, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Stefan Craig, CB, Sr.; Jamie 
Howell, DB, Soph.; Derrick Nix, TB, Sr.; Fermin 
Olivera, WR, Soph.; Mike Percher, DE, Sr.; Tim 
Phillips, QB, Sr.; Claude Vera, TB, Soph.; Bert 
Weidner, LB, Soph. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Ken Clements, WR (RS); 
Mark Cunningham, QB (RS); Greg Dykes, WR 
(RS). 


MIAMI (0.) 


Coach: Tim Rose ( 16- 16-1, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 8-2-1; MAC: 7-1-1/2nd. 
Offense: |- formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Steve Fitzhugh, DB; Glen Hirsch- 
field, TE; Paul Mullen, LB; Tom Murphy, SE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): Jack Arthur, 
SE, 5- 10/165, Sr.; Dan Dalrymple, T, 6-3/290, 
Sr.; Tom Graham, FB, 5-8/227, Sr.; Matt 
Kemper, T, 6-5/271, Jr.; Terry Morris, QB, 6- 
1/195, Sr.; John Schaefer, G, 6-1/258, Jr.; 
Tom Schmitt, G, 6-4/262, Jr.; George Swarn, 
TB, 6-0/204, Sr.; Terry Walsh, C, 6-0/229, Sr. 
Defense (9): Dave Brown, LB, 6-3/214, Sr.; Al 
Clark, LB, 6-1/220, Sr.; Jeff Happ, MG, 6- 
0/220, Jr.; Pete Mather, LB, 6-0/218, Jr.; An- 
drew Marlatt, DT, 6-4/247, Jr.; Todd Snyder, 
DB, 6-1/188, Jr.; Mark Turner, DT, 6-2/248, 
Sr.; Sheldon White, DB, 6-0/189, Jr.; Troy 
White, DB, 6- 1/176, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Jeff Anderson, LB, Jr.; Preston 
Cullars, DB, Jr.; Dave Dauch, TE, Sr.; Gary 
Gussman, K, Jr.; Matt Kemper, OT, Jr.; Doug 
Kolesar, P, Jr.; Mike Kusan, TE, Jr.; Mike Mar- 
hofer, SE, Sr.; DeMorris McDonald, MG, 
Soph.;John Ramsey, WB, Jr.; Andy Schillinger, 
WB, Jr.; David Slankard, LB, Sr.; Jamie Wil- 
helm, DB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mike Bates, QB (JC). 


* The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook 


OHIO UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Cleve Bryant (2-9, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 2-9; MAC: 2-7/ 10th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: David Board, S; Sherman Carter, 
DT; John Guzik, OT; Randy Jackson, OG; Orvell 
Johns, RB; Brian Mays, LB; Tim Linson, OG; 
Bill Seder, SE; Dennis Swearingen, QB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): J.D. Brad- 
bury, T, 6-6/254, Jr.; Tom Compernolle, WR, 
6-2/190, Sr.; Adam Crawford, C, 6-2/244, Sr.; 
James Kraml, T, 6-5/268, Sr.; Jesse Owens, 
RB, 5-11/195, Sr.; Mike Siragusa, TE, 6- 
3/218, Sr. Defense (5): Shawn Bonner, CB, 5- 
11/191, Sr.; Miles Brandon, E, 6-4/235, Sr.; 
Joe Fincham, E, 6-3/230, Sr.; Larry Grimes, 
CB, 5-9/169, Jr.; Doug Mangen, LB, 6-1/207, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: Keith Crawford, RB, Jr.; 
Thomas Gerhart, DB, Sr.; Stuart Hinds, SE, Jr.; 
Chris Judge, K, Sr.; Tom Kutz, DE, Sr.; Brad 
O'Neil, DE, Jr.;John Parker, DE/LB, Jr.; Bruce 
Porter, QB, Jr.; Shelton Russell, RB, Sr.; Anth- 
ony Williams, CB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Jeff Baker, QB; Delvin Cul- 
liver, DB; Bill Garrett, LB; Thomas Eric Gates, 
LB; Larry Hargrove, DB; Jack Leeder, LB; Chris 
Mobley, RB (RS); Wes Murphy, C; Timothy 
Pringle, DB/QB; Mike Scott, QB (RS); Scott 
Shaffer, QB (RS); Ed Shy, LB. 


TOLEDO 


Coach: Dan Simrell (27-17-1, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; MAC: 3-6/TE6th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Bob Beemer, DE; Glenn Burch, 
TE; James Hall, WR; Alan Harberson, MG; 
Waynard Jones, DE; Jerome Stephens, FB; 
Mark White, DT; Brent Williams, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Kelvin Farm- 
er, TB, 5-11/190, Sr.; Rick Keesee, C, 6- 
2/240, Sr.; Jack Montgomery, G, 6-4/256, Sr.; 
Ken Moyer, T, 6-6/262, Jr.; A.J. Sager, QB, 
6-4/200, Sr.; John Thomas, T, 6-3/290, Sr. 
Defense (6): Dexter Clark, CB, 5- 11/185, Sr.; 
Steve Huffman, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Tim Inglis, 
LB, 6-3/226, Sr.; Bryant Jones, CB, 5- 10/187, 
Sr.; Harold McGuire, S, 5-11/189, Sr.; Marc 
Patton, S, 6- 1/194, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Bill Blazek, OT, Soph. (medi- 
cal RS); Tyler Burdick, C/TE, Soph.; Keith 
Dunbar, DE, Jr.; Clarence Good, DT, Sr.; Tony 
Lawson, MG, Soph.; Bruce Nichols, K, Jr.; Tim 
Olsen, OG, Soph.; Todd Olsen, OG, Soph.; Paul 
Pallante, WR, Sr.; Paul Sandor, DT, Jr.; Rod 
Tatum, DB, Sr.; James Townsend, DE, Soph.; 
Mike Varajon, FB, Sr. (medical RS). 

Top Newcomers: Steve Adams, FB (transfer, 
Michigan State); Brian Gabel, DT (transfer, 
Georgia Tech); Paul Krimm, P; Bob Was- 
czenski, WR (transfer, Michigan State). 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


Coach: Jack Harbaugh (22-19-3, four years) 
1985 Record: 4-6-1; MAC: 4-4-1/T4th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Dave Arendsen, TE; Terry Bobbitt, 
WR; Keith Byard, DB; Otis Cheathem, RB; Mark 
Gilroy, OG; Ken Luckett, S; John Offerdahl, LB; 
Greg Staron, MG; Roy Swoape, LB; Larry Win- 
ston, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Chris Conk- 
lin, QB, 6-2/202, Sr.; Sam Culbert, G, 6- 
5/243, Sr.; Kevin Haverdink, T, 6-8/241, Jr.; 
Lewis Howard, RB, 5-8/190, Sr.; Jim Kreutzer, 
G, 6-3/245, Jr.; Paul Sorce, WR, 5- 11/160, 
Sr.; Kelly Spielmaker, TE, 6-3/212, Sr.; Gary 
VanderWeele, T, 6-5/258, Jr. Defense (7): 
Daniel Cunningham, DB, 5-11/187, Soph.; 
Mark Garalczyk, T, 6-6/263, Sr.; Jim Kramer, 
T, 6-5/227, Sr.; Terry Lewis, LB, 6-2/232, Sr.; 
Steve Logan, CB, 5-10/179, Jr. (may play RB 
or WR); Dennis Robinson, S, 5- 10/164, Jr.; 
Thomas Sims, LB, 6-4/206, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Chris Baar, OL, Sr.; Willie 
Barrios, DB, Soph.; David Belle, OB/WR, 
Soph.; Vernon Coakley, WR/TE, Soph.; John 
Creek, K, Jr.; Tad Evans, OT, Sr.; Dwayne 
Fletcher, LB, Sr.; Joe Glenn, RB, Jr.; Jamie 
Hence, WR, Soph.; Bryant Hill, LB, Jr.; Jim 
Klapthor, P, Sr.; John Laney, RB, Soph.; Jim 
Lippe, OL, Sr.; Scott Sypniewski, C, Sr. 


ing) at tailback. 

Defensively, the Chippewas look strong 
at the corners with both Tony Elliott and 
Howard Young returning after strong 
1985 seasons. Tackles Nick Johnson and 
Ben Castle return to the line with nose- 
guard Pete Panelli while Phil Zielinski, 
Mike Bruns and Chris Wise are veteran 
linebackers. 

“We were second in the league in de- 
fense last year and, although we have 
some spots to fill, we have the makings of 
another sound defensive unit,” Deromedi 
said. “Our defense has won a lot of games 
for us over the years, and again this sea- 
son our defensive performance will be a 
big factor in determining how much suc- 
cess we enjoy.” 

Deromedi will have to replace corner- 
back Carl Kloosterman and outside line- 
backer Steve Sklenar, first-team all-con- 
ference performers last year. 

Western Michigan won four of its last 
five games last season to finish 4-6-1 after 
starting the season with a five-game los- 
ing streak. The return of 42 lettermen 
gives Coach Jack Harbaugh reason for op- 
timism, tempered somewhat by a de- 
manding schedule. 

The Broncos play four of their first six 
games on the road, including three 
straight against Michigan State, defending 
conference champ Bowling Green and pe- 
rennial league power Central Michigan. 
They then return home to host confer- 
ence-favorite Miami. 

“We have a lot of experienced players 
coming back, and since we won late last 
season, there are a lot of reasons to be 
positive. But that kind of schedule would 
concern anyone,” Harbaugh said. “We 
play some teams with strong programs, 
some traditionally tough opponents and 
we have most of them on the road, so it 
can be a bit scary.” 

But no one is ready to write off the 
Broncos. They have an experienced back- 
field, offensive line and receiving corps 
and return both kicking specialists and six 
starters on defense. 

“We have the luxury of having an expe- 
rienced quarterback in Chris Conklin, a 
kid who showed during the latter part of 
last year that he has what it takes to win 
in the Mid-American Conference,” Har- 
baugh said. “We’ve also got a big offen- 
sive line that has played together for a 
while now, but we’ll need to show that we 
can run the ball effectively to be consis- 
tent.” 

Conklin, who is beginning his fourth 
season as a starter, completed 133 of 244 
passes last season for 1,574 yards and 10 
touchdowns. He enters the season as the 
league’s most experienced signal caller. 

Lewis Howard, a second-team all-con- 
ference running back with 819 yards last 
season, also returns, as does wide receiv- 
er Paul Sorce (third in the conference 
with 47 catches for 567 yards) and tight 


Tight aa ean Bayless re- 
turns to help Bowling Green 
defend its conference title. 


end Kelly Spielmaker, who has 97 career 
receptions. 

Returning on the line are tackles Sam 
Culbert and Gary VanderWeele and 
guards Jim Kreutzer and Chris Baar, a 
1985 reserve. Scott Sypniewski will move 
in at center where Kreutzer has played 
the last two seasons. Junior Kevin Haver- 
dink, 6-8 and 241 pounds, started six times 
at tackle in 1985 but is being moved to 
tight end. 

The defense will have the biggest ad- 
justment—playing without All-America 
linebacker John Offerdahl, the confer- 
ence’s career tackle leader (696) and a 
four-year starter. 

Anchoring that defense is Mark Garalc- 
zyk, a first-team all-league tackle last sea- 
son. Defensive back Dennis Robinson was 
a second-team choice. Other returning 
starters include tackle Jim Kramer, line- 
backers Thomas Sims and Terry Lewis 
and defensive back Daniel Cunningham. 

The Broncos’ kicking game also should 
be strong, with both punter Jim Klapthor 
(second in the league with a 41.1 average) 
and placekicker John Creek returning. 

Second-team All-America placekicker 
John Diettrich, who led the nation with 25 
field goals last fall, heads the list of 37 
lettermen returning to Ball State. The 
Cardinals, 4-7 last season under first-year 
Coach Paul Schudel, have 10 starters back 
on offense and six on defense. But Diet- 
trich is the star of the show. 

“He is one of the best field-goal kickers 
I have ever seen in all my years of coach- 
ing,” Schudel said. “We had several great 
kickers at Michigan (where Schudel spent 


10 years as an assistant), but John is defi- 
nitely one of the best, if not the best, in 
college football this fall, and the best I’ve 
been around. He can hit very consistently 
from long range, and very, very few 
kickers have that kind of leg.” 

Besides his 25 field goals in 29 tries, 
Diettrich was perfect on his extra-point 
kicks (12 for 12) and four field-goal tries 
from beyond 50 yards. He hit five field 
goals in one game and 30 of his 50 kickoffs 
reached the end zone, 24 of which were 
not returnable. He also averaged more 
than 40 yards per punt. 

“In one person, he gives us a very 
strong kickoff, placekicking and punting 
game, and that’s a luxury few teams 
enjoy,” Schudel said. 

The offense returns virtually intact with 
Wade Kosakowski taking the snaps be- 
hind first-team all-conference center 
Craig Kantner. Other starters should be 
Mark Boggs and Ed Konopasek at tackle, 
John Cunningham at guard, Ron Duncan 
at tight end, Ricky George at split end, 
Jay Neal at fullback, Carlton Campbell at 
tailback and Deon Chester at flanker. 

Defensive ends Dominique Galloway 
and Avis Hines and tackle Troy Schultz 
anchor the line, while Pat Cooper is back 
at linebacker, Stanford Young at corner- 
back and Todd Clark at safety. 

Major changes are in store for Bowling 
Green. Denny Stolz, who coached the Fal- 
cons for nine years, left to take the head 
coaching job at San Diego State. He has 
been replaced by Howard (Moe) Ankney, 
the defensive coordinator and assistant 
head coach to Larry Smith at Arizona for 
the past six seasons. Ankney, a 1964 Bowl- 
ing Green graduate, is happy about re- 
turning to his alma mater, but realizes the 
challenge he faces with the loss of 12 
starters from the best team in Bowling 
Green history. 

“I always dreamed I might return to 
Bowling Green, and to be head coach 
here is a tremendous honor, but it pre- 
sents a major challenge at the same 
time,” he said. “We lost a lot of very key 
players to graduation and there were a 
very talented group of seniors that went 
unbeaten and untied last season. We have 
a lot of positions to fill on both sides of the 
football, but we hope that winning tradi- 
tion will carry over and help us be suc- 
cessful.” 

The biggest void is at quarterback, 
where the Falcons will miss Brian 
McClure, one of the most prolific passers 
in college history. The 6-6 McClure fin- 
ished second to Doug Flutie on the NCAA 
all-time passing-yardage list, was voted 
the league’s top offensive player in each 
of the past three seasons and received the 
Jefferson Trophy as the conference’s 
most valuable player the past two years. 

McClure passed for 2,674 yards and 18 
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touchdowns last season. The rest of the 
backfield is gone, too, along with the top 
three wide receivers. The Falcons do ex- 
pect to be strong up front, however, with 
five starters back on the line and four top 
reserves from 1985 available. Right guard 
Mike Estep was a unanimous all-confer- 
ence first-team pick last season, while 
guard Dave Bittner, tackle Mark Nelson 
and center Eric Helgesen all were sec- 
ond-team choices. Eric Williams started 
four times last season and is expected to 
take over the other tackle spot while tight 
end Gerald Bayless, who caught 37 passes, 
also returns. 

“Our offensive line is full of experi- 
enced, proven players,’’ Ankney said, 
“and it obviously has to be our strong 
point. Graduation cleaned out the back- 
field and the receivers, so the line is what 
we have to build around.” 

The quarterback will come from 
among a trio that has never taken a colle- 
giate snap. Junior Jeff Sandru, who 
worked with McClure on the practice field 
for two years, would seem to have a slight 
edge over sophomore redshirt Pat Clark- 
sean and junior Eric Smith. 

Mike Otten has the inside track for the 
starting fullback job while Darryl Story, 
Jeff Davis and Mike McGee are fighting 
for the tailback job. Only Story has signifi- 
cant experience. 

On the defensive side, Ankney must re- 
place six starters, five of whom were 
named to the all-conference team. The 
linebacking corps could be good with the 
return of Erik Johnson, the eighth-leading 
tackler in the league last year with 142 
stops, and top reserves Mark Polivka and 
Paul Schweitzer. 

John Hunter returns at end and Phil 
Walker at tackle. Greg Johnson is expect- 
ed to step in at the other tackle, with Jack 
Coppess taking over the nose position and 
Tony Parker at the other end. 

Dean Bryson and Lesley Harris return 
to the Falcons defensive backfield. Kyle 
Kramer, Rick Howard, Tony McCorvey 
and Ray Redd will battle it out for the 
vacant safety and cornerback spots. 

The kicking game will feature one of 
the league’s top punters, Greg A. Johnson, 
and placekicker Paul Silvi. Johnson 
averaged more than 40 yards per kick as 
a first-team all-leaguer last season while 
Silvi hit all 40 extra-point kicks and was 10 
of 12 on field-goal tries. 

The Eastern Michigan Hurons and 
Coach Jim Harkema have taken their 
lumps from the big boys, going 7-24-2 in 
three seasons. But with 17 starters return- 
ing from last year’s 4-7 squad, things could 
change quickly. 

“We've been bounced around a little 
the past three years, but I feel it takes a 
little time to build a winner and we've re- 
cruited some talented kids, worked with 
them to learn our system and we expect 
to see the fruit of that effort soon,” he 


Tailback Gary Patton is East- 
| ern Michigan’s top offensive 
weapon. 


said. “This is a tough league, but we’ve got 
some fine athletes and a lot of experi- 
enced players on hand, and I think these 
kids are hungry.” 

Junior tailback Gary Patton is the top 
returnee after finishing second in the 
league in all-purpose yardage with 1,220 
yards. Wide receiver Marcus Mathews, 
who led the league in punt returns, also is 
back, along with quarterback Ron Adams, 
running back Jimmie Johnson, center 
Brett Petersmark, tackle Evans Hicks 
and guards Brian Clouse and Kevin Coon- 
ey. 
On defense, end Eric Miller and safety 
Mike Skiver head a strong cast that also 
includes linebacker Matt Finlay and cor- 
nerback Anthony Fields. 

Toledo has won six Mid-American 
championships in the past 20 seasons, but 
the Rockets’ tradition-rich well ran dry 
last season when they dropped from 
league champions to eighth place with a 
4-7 mark. 

“The players, the coaches, we were all 
disappointed with last season and we’re 
very anxious to improve a great deal this 
time around,” said Coach Dan Simrell. 
“We've got 12 starters back from last 
year, including a couple outstanding indi- 
viduals, and we have the potential to 
move up the ladder in the league. It’s just 
a matter of what we do with that poten- 
tial.” 

Defense is where the great Toledo 
teams of the past started, and although 
the Rockets led the league in that cate- 
gory last year (allowing 261 yards per 
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game), Simrell sees room for improve- 
ment. 

First-team all-league linebacker Tim 
Inglis had 157 tackles and returns along 
with safety Harold McGuire, another first- 
team all-conference pick. Bryant Jones 
and Dexter Clark are returning starters at 
the corners while Marc Patton returns at 
safety and Steve Huffman at linebacker. 

The offense is led by tailback Kelvin 
Farmer, the Mid-American’s fifth-leading 
rusher (748 yards). A.J. Sager and Bill 
Bergan have both started at quarterback, 
while tackles John Thomas and Ken 
Moyer, guard Jack Montgomery and cen- 
ter Rick Keesee return on the line. 

Kent State will enter the 1986 season 
under a new coach after the shocking off- 
season death of Dick Scesniak. The 45- 
year-old Scesniak, who took the Kent 
State job in 1983, collapsed in April while 
running and died of a heart attack. For- 
mer Ohio State offensive coordinator Glen 
Mason was named to replace Scesniak 
three weeks later. 

Mason inherits a Golden Flashes team 
that finished ninth in the conference with 
a 2-6 record and 3-8 overall. His major 
weaknesses heading into his first season 
as a college head coach are the offensive 
line, receiving corps and defensive line. 

Quarterback Steve Poth and tailback 
Eric Wilkerson lead the returnees on of- 
fense. Poth passed for 1,221 yards last sea- 
son despite missing three games with a 
knee injury. Wilkerson set a Kent State 
freshman record with his 594 rushing 
yards. 

Linebackers Tony Stephens and Tim 
Viscuso and safeties Tony Wells and 
Stuart Sims are the leading defensive re- 
turnees. 

Ohio University is coming off a 2-9 sea- 
son and last-place finish in the conference 
standings. The Bobcats also were last in 
defense and next-to-last in offense. The 
Bobcats have had three losing seasons in 
a row and have finished no better than 6-5 
in the past nine campaigns. 

Second-year Coach Cleve Bryant led 
Ohio to back-to-back Mid-American cham- 
pionships as a quarterback in 1967 and 
1968, but knows it will take time to build 
the current Bobcat squad up to that level. 

Bryant has to replace quarterback 
Dennis Swearingen, who passed for 2,056 
yards last season and made the Bobcats 
the second most-potent passing team in 
the league. Junior Bruce Porter appears 
to be the most likely candidate. 

The offense will rely heavily on senior 
running back Jesse Owens, a first-team 
all-conference selection. Wide receiver 
Tom Compernolle, who was fourth in the 
league in receptions with 46 last year, re- 
turns, as does fullback Keith Crawford. 

Linebacker Doug Mangen is the top re- 
turning defensive starter. Ml 


Matt Markey is a free-lance writer based in Tole- 
do. 


‘The Magnificent’ 


Lorenzo White 
Helps Spartans 
Regain Respect 


By JACK EBLING 


is eyes are green. His name is 
Pa White. No wonder he stars for the 
Spartans. 

Michigan State tailback Lorenzo White, 
a blessing from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., has 
certainly done wonders for Coach George 
Perles’ steadily improving program. The 
invocation at Michigan State’s 1985 foot- 
ball banquet even included the line, “Dear 
Lord, thank you for ‘Lorenzo the Magnifi- 
cent.’” 

And with good reason. Last fall, that 
magnificence meant 1,908 yards rushing 
—tops in the nation, a Big Ten Conference 
record and an NCAA record for a sopho- 
more. White carried the ball an astound- 
ing 386 times, scored 17 touchdowns and 
sparked the Spartans, who went 7-4 in the 
regular season, to their first repeat bowl 
appearance ever. 

He’ll have added pressure this fall. He 
finished fourth—behind three seniors—in 
the Heisman Trophy balloting last season, 
so he returns as possibly the leading can- 
didate for this year’s award. But at least 
one enthusiastic supporter thinks he’ll 
handle the load just fine. 

“Lorenzo is special,” Perles said. “He’s 
a great running back and a unique guy. I 
don’t know how great he can be, but I do 
know one thing about him. If he has the 
success we expect, it’ll never spoil him. 
He’ll never stop being humble. 

“The biggest thing he has going is that 
his teammates like blocking for him. At 
halftime against Indiana they were say- 
ing, ‘Come on, Lorenzo, we're going to get 
you 400 yards!’ That’s why your right 
guard, who weighs 260 pounds, runs 70 
yards to throw a block at the 10-yard 
line.” 

In East Lansing, Mich., that’s known as 
“The Great White Way.” The 5-foot-11, 
205-pound junior is durable, which he 
proved last year by rushing an average of 
35.1 times for 173.5 yards per game. White 
gained more than 220 yards four times, 
picking up 226 on the road against Big 
Ten champion Iowa and 286 in just over 
one half at Indiana before Perles decided 
to rest him. 

“He’s a franchise,” Hoosiers Coach Bill 
Mallory said. “If I ever saw a good one, 
he’s it. He’s just so gosh-darned elusive. 
He reminds you of Billy Sims. He makes 
you feel helpless trying to stop him.” 

Said Indiana safety Leonard Bell: “He’s 
the best I’ve ever played against. The bad 
thing is that he’s good, but he’s a nice guy! 


new heights. 


He told me after the game that he was 
coming here until Sam Wyche (the Hoo- 
siers’ 1983 coach) left. I think I’ll call 
Wyche one day and tell him what he did 
to our program.” 

White has inflicted damage on several 
other teams himself. He outrushed four 
entire Big Ten teams last year and bet- 
tered the best seasons of virtually every 
great runner in collegiate history. In fact, 
only three collegians—Marcus Allen, 
Mike Rozier and Tony Dorsett—have 
ever rushed for more yards in a season. 


The powerful legs of Lorenzo White could help Michigan State soar to 


And they all won the Heisman. 

“T don’t know how he can get much bet- 
ter,” said Spartans assistant coach Charlie 
Baggett, who recruited White in 1984. 
“With a guy like that, you don’t do a whole 
lot of coaching. He could always run, and 
now he has become a total back. He sticks 
his face in there and blocks for us, too.” 

Said Perles: “The more he carries, the 
better he is. O.J. Simpson, a lot of the 
great ones were like that. He’s durable, he 
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has great cutback ability and he breaks a 
lot of tackles—as many as five on one 
play. And the best thing is he doesn’t fum- 
ble.” 

Well, not very often, anyway—only 
three times during the regular season last 
year. But to a perfectionist like White, one 
bobble while trying to protect a 14-10 lead 
in the All-American Bowl cast a lingering 
shadow on a shining season. 

“Tt was all right, but I wasn’t satisfied,” 
White said softly about 1985. “There was 
that fumble in the All-American Bowl that 
cost us the game. (Georgia Tech won, 17- 
14.) I wasn’t faking as hard as I could have 
all season, and my blocking could have 
been better. 

“T'll have new goals for what I want to 
accomplish this year. Last year all the 
writers came in and I remember saying 
that I wanted to rush for 1,500 yards. Ev- 
eryone looked at me funny, but I just 
knew that was something I could do.” 

This time his goals are somewhat lof- 
tier. He’d like to take another leap toward 
rewriting Dorsett’s NCAA career rushing 
record. And he’d like to follow his friend 
Bo Jackson in accepting the Heisman. 

“T’'ll stay in touch with Bo this season,” 
White said. “We got along so well last 
year, and the Heisman Trophy will moti- 
vate me. When he won, I tried to put my- 
self in Bo’s place. I tried to picture myself 
up there. I wished I could get my hands on 
it.” 

No Spartan ever has. But then, no Mich- 
igan State runner had 13 100-yard games 
in 14 career starts until Lorenzo came 
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§ Lorenzo White jumped into the national spotlight with his big 1985 
§ season and sparked visions of a Heisman Trophy. 
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along. And it had been 13 years since the 
Spartans had a consensus All-America be- 
fore White received that honor last year. 

But White’s greatest goal is neither a 
bronze trophy nor a spot in the record 
book. Most of all, White wants to lead 
Michigan State to Pasadena, Calif., for the 
first time since 1966. 

“I know what I'd really like to do, and 
that’s to lead our team to the Big Ten and 
national championships,” White said. 
“For us, I don’t think going to the Rose 
Bowl is asking too much. That’s our goal. 
We're not even thinking about a smaller 
bowl anymore.” 

With 14 starters back, including the en- 
tire offensive backfield and both wide re- 
ceivers, Michigan State might be set for 
just such a breakthrough season. White 
knows that his contributions will be essen- 
tial to the team’s success, but he also real- 
izes that it is a reciprocal arrangement. 
He can’t do it alone. 

“When I win an award or go to a ban- 
quet, I’m not just going for myself,” White 
said. “I’m going for Michigan State. It isn’t 
‘Lorenzo White’ on the trophy. It’s ‘Loren- 
zo White, Michigan State.’ ”’ 

It almost said “Lorenzo White, Geor- 
gia” or “Lorenzo White, Michigan” before 
a surprised Perles signed White, Florida’s 
high school Player of the Year in 1983. 

“He took five visits, and I’d always ask 
him, ‘How was it, Lorenzo?’” recalled his 
mother, Gloria, his No. 1 fan. “After the 
first four trips he'd say, ‘Oh, it was all 
right, Mama.’ 

“But when he got home from Michigan 
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State, it must have been 1 or 2 in the 
morning. He came right into my room 
and woke me up. He said, ‘Mama, let me 
tell you what happened!’ Then he came 
back in a few minutes later, and I knew it 
was Michigan State.” 

Perles wasn't so sure, especially when 
his pitch about Michigan State’s top-quali- 
ty training-table meals nearly boo- 
meranged. 

“I remember telling his mom how well 
we ate and how we had steak every 
night,” Perles said. “Lorenzo was on the 
arm of their couch, with an arm around 
his mother’s neck. Then she looked 
straight at me and said, ‘My son doesn’t 
like steak.’ 

“Everything got quiet, and I said, ‘Oh, 
... Well... we have other things, too! We 
have spaghetti and pork chops and rice. 
...’ I had to bail out a little bit on that 
one.” 

Perles might have changed the entire 
team’s diet had he known it would influ- 
ence White. But that wasn’t necessary, 
and the fish-lover eventually became the 
Spartans’ biggest catch. 

“He was really happy when I told him,” 
White said. “I think I might have sur- 
prised him. He hugged everybody who 
was in the room.” 

Six months later, White hugged most of 
those same folks goodbye and left for East 
Lansing. He hugged his mother, his sister 
and his girlfriend, but he couldn’t hug 
Monique Octavia White—not yet. Two 
days later, on August 14, 1984, his daugh- 
ter was born. 

“I missed being home a lot,” White said, 
his eyes momentarily drifting away. “But 
it never came to the point of leaving 
Michigan State. I knew what I had to do to 
be successful on the field and in the class- 
room.” 

His first year away from home was 
rough, especially since he was away from 
his baby, but he eventually adjusted, and 
Monique assumed a special place in 
White’s Florida family of Spartan fans. 

“She’s 19 months old now,” White said 
last April with his widest smile. “She can 
talk, and she watches football. Whenever 
she sees anybody play, though, right away 
she thinks it’s me.” 

She watches the game tapes White 
sends home each week and waits to hear 
his voice when he makes his regular post- 
game phone calls. 

“He has a pact with me that he'll call 
me after the games,” Gloria said. “He 
said, ‘Mama, I want you to be the first to 
know, but the reporters all get to me 
first.’ 

There was a time when that was the 
scariest part of success for White—being 
in the spotlight. When he came to Michi- 
gan State, he lacked the speaking skills 
and self-confidence to handle himself in 
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an interview. Uncomfortable in that posi- 
tion, he spoke in whispers. 

The college experience has worked 
wonders for White. Although there’s still 
room for improvement, his whispers can 
now be heard. 

“When I came here, I wanted to go into 
communications,” White said. “I wanted 
to learn how to talk with people; I really 
wasn’t very good at it. But I’ve gotten bet- 
ter, and now I can do something I’ve al- 
ways wanted to do: Social work. 

“I’ve always wanted to be in a position 
to help people—kids, especially, but 
grown-ups, too. I can do that with my 
major (sociology). I know I’m not going to 
play professional football all my life.” 

That attitude indicates how much 
White has grown since he came to Michi- 
gan State. A marginal student in high 
school, White has shown he can adapt to 
more than a two-point stance. 

“I was concerned about making it in 
college,’’ said White, who had a 3.08 
grade-point average in the winter term. 
“In high school, I knew I wasn’t the 
brightest guy as far as grades. Academics 
have never come easy for me. 

“But I know that as long as someone 
works with me, I'll get it. I'll work until I 
do. I'll sit there with a tutor and go over 
things until they’re clear to me. That way, 
my mind isn’t off in another land, and I 
don’t have any excuses.” 

On the field, he has never needed any. 
In 1984, White rushed for 513 yards, a 
Spartan freshman record, and scored four 
touchdowns. He gained another 103 yards 
in the Cherry Bowl, although the Spartans 
lost to Army, 10-6. 

Add in White’s statistics last year and 
he has 505 career rushes for 2,421 yards. 
With two solid years, White could over- 
take Archie Griffin’s Big Ten career rec- 
ord of 5,177 yards rushing. To overtake 
Dorsett as the leading collegiate rusher 
ever, White would have to average 1,831 
yards per season over the next two years. 

Considering how many times White 
carries the ball, Dorsett’s record might be 
within reach. He rushed 53 and 49 times in 
successive weeks last year, and he had 
fewer than 25 carries only once. 

White doesn’t mind carrying the ball 
that often, but it also wouldn’t bother him 
to carry it a bit less, either. He’d like to 
share a little of the glory with his room- 
mate and backup, Craig Johnson, who 
averaged seven yards per carry in 32 at- 
tempts as a redshirt freshman last year. 

“I think about us together,” White said. 
“Craig and I came in together, and we're 
still together. He has a great attitude and 
great ability. If I’m hurt, I know I can 
come right out. I know there’s another 
running back just as good—just as good!” 

If that attitude seems odd for someone 
with White’s credentials, you’re beginning 
to see what Perles meant by “special.” 

“I try to get along with everyone and 
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Jamie Morris has emerged as a 


dangerous weapon in Michi- 
gan’s potent offense. 


spend time with all my teammates,” 
White said. “I don’t want anyone getting 
the wrong impression or thinking I’ve got 
the big head. 

“I'd like for people to get to know me. I 
want them to see me not as a football 
player, but as someone who cares. People 
see ‘stars’ and think they know them. But 
they shouldn't assume how people are.” 

White’s contributions to Michigan State 
won't stop when his eligibility runs out 
after the ’87 season. He’s determined to 
play an active role in recruiting a runner 
to chase the school records he’s now re- 
writing. 

“T'll help recruit a top running back 
here next year,” White said. “You can 
never have too much help. 

“T’ll tell him the professors and aca- 
demic advisers are nice, and I'll explain 
my situation. I knew I could play football 
anywhere. But there was something spe- 
cial about Michigan State. The people 
really cared. 

“If he’s from far away, I'll ask him if 
he'd rather be someplace close or some- 
place comfortable. If he wonders about 
the weather, I’ll tell him that if he’s going 
to be a pro, he’ll have to get used to play- 
ing in all kinds of weather. And with our 
indoor building here, we’re not out freez- 
ing all the time.” 

No wonder Perles has such a warm 
feeling about No. 34. 
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CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By MARK DUKES 


During the first six weeks of the 1985 
season, when its defense allowed only one 
touchdown in 24 quarters, Michigan was 
the talk of the country. 

But no place was there more conversa- 
tion about the defensive success than the 
Wolverine locker room. 

“We just got on a roll, and once we got 
going, we talked about it a lot,” Michigan 
defensive coordinator Gary Moeller said. 
“We didn’t say we were going to ignore it. 
It was something we tried to pride our- 
selves in and build on.” 

The finished product was a master- 
piece. Considering the diversity in of- 
fenses in the 1980s, the Wolverine defense 
ranked among the best in college football 
history. Michigan led the nation in scoring 
defense, allowing just 75 points and five 
touchdowns in 11 regular-season games. 
The defense was largely responsible for 
the success of the Wolverines, who fin- 
ished second in the Big Ten Conference 
and then beat Nebraska in the Fiesta 
Bowl to earn a No. 2 national ranking. 

“Obviously, it was one of the best de- 
fenses we've ever had,” said Moeller, a 
longtime defensive aide to Coach Bo 
Schembechler. “We had a great defense 
in 1971, and in ’72, 73 and ’74 we gave up 
75 points or less each year. The thing is, it 
was different back then because the Big 
Ten was a running league. 

“One of our major goals every year is to 
lead the Big Ten in scoring defense. The 
team that usually leads or is in the top two 
is going to win the league. There was a 
case last year where we led in scoring 
defense and didn’t win the league, but 
that’s rare.” 

Outstanding Michigan defenses aren’t 
rare, though. In nine of the last 15 seasons, 
the Wolverines have led the Big Ten in 
total defense. 

“IT don’t want to say we have a rubber- 
band theory, but in many ways we’re a 
conservative defense that tries to elimi- 
nate the big plays,” Moeller said. “We try 
to force people to drive the length of the 
field. And we want quick, mobile kids who 
play with great enthusiasm and are 
smart. 

“We try to be a complicated team, too. 
We try to confuse teams by doing a lot of 
different things. I like to look at it like we 
have the whole dictionary. We can go to 
the library, so to speak, and pick out what 
we want any particular week. We try to 
make things a little different each week.” 

Tradition plays a part in the success, 
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Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
SCOTT DAVIS 
Defensive End 
GEORGE DAVIS 


Linebacker 


JEFF DROST 


Defensive Tackle 
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Michigan State linebacker Shane Bullough. 


ROBERT SMITH 
Wingback 


MIKE HUSAR 

Offensive Lineman Michigan 
PAUL JOKISCH 

Split End Michigan 
JOHN KOLESAR 


JAMIE MORRIS 
Tailback ‘ Michigan 


SHANE BULLOUGH 
Linebacker Michigan State 


RICKEY FOGGIE 


Quarterback Minnesota 


JIM KARSATOS 
Quarterback Ohio State 


ERIC KUMEROW 
Linebacker ; Ohio State 


Michigan 


RICK BRUNNER 
Flanker 
LARRY EMERY 
Tailback 
PAUL GRUBER 
Offensive Tackle 
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Wisconsin linebacker Craig Raddatz. CRAIG RADDATZ 
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ILLINOIS 


Coach: Mike White (40-27-2, 6 years; 75-57- 
2 overall, 12 years) 

1985 Record: 6-4-1; Big Ten: 5-2-1/3rd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Todd Avery, CB; Cap Boso, TE; 
Jim Juriga, OG; Thomas Rooks, FB; Bob Seb- 
ring, LB; Craig Swoope, S; Mark Tagart, LB; 
Guy Teafatiller, DT; Jack Trudeau, QB; Chris 
White, K; David Williams, SE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Mark Dennis, 
T, 6-5/275, Sr.; Scott Kehoe, G, 6-5/250, Sr.; 
Stephen Pierce, FL, 5- 10/185, Sr; Mike Scully, 
C, 6-5/265, Jr.; Ray Wilson, RB, 6-0/ 185, Sr. 
Defense (4): Jim Blondell, T, 6-3/260, Sr.; 
Scott Davis, DE, 6-7/255, Jr.; Lance Harkey, 
DB, 5- 10/170, Sr.; Ed White, S, 6-2/180, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Jim Bennett, QB, Jr.; Ron 
Bohm, DT, Sr.; Tim Bourke, DT, Sr.; Curtis 
Clarke, DE, Sr.; Arael Doolittle, OT, Jr. (RS); 
Sam Ellsworth, LB, Jr. (RS); African Grant, S, 
Jr.; Keith Jones, FB, Soph.; Shane Lamb, QB, 
Sr.; Andy Little, OG, Jr. (RS); Chad Little, P, 
Jr.; Jay Lynch, LB, Sr.; Jeff Martin, LB, Soph. 
(RS); Darryl Usher, FL, Jr.; Anthony Williams, 
TE, Jr.; Steven Williams, WR, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Jim Collins, RB; Peter 
Freund, QB (RS); Morris Gardner, DT; Richard 
Jones, RB; Harold McClellan, RB (JC); Brian 
Menkhausen, QB (RS). 


INDIANA 


Coach: Bill Mallory (4-18, 2 years; 103-70-1 
overall, 16 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; Big Ten: 1-7/T9th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Steve Bradley, QB; Joe Ford, LB; 
Bobby Howard, TB; Steve May, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Kenny Allen, 
WR, 5-9/175, Jr.; Stacy Dawsey, FL, 5-8/ 150, 
Sr.; Dave Kinniry, C, 6-0/240, Sr.; Dave Lilja, 
TE, 6-4/232, Sr.; Eric Moore, T, 6-5/280, Jr.; 
Tom Polce, FB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Tim Radtke, G, 
6-1/240, Jr.; Bob Riley, T, 6-6/270, Sr.; Don 
Shrader, G, 6- 1/260, Soph. Defense (5): Wil- 
lie Bates, LB, 6- 1/220, Soph.; Leonard Bell, S, 
5-11/201, Sr.; Erick Coleman, CB, 6-1/179, 
Soph.; Vince Fisher, DT/NG, 6-2/260, Sr.; 
Alex Green, DB, 6-1/194, Sr.; Brad Mitchell, 
LB, 6-1/207, Soph.; Jeff Wade, S, 6-0/201, 
Sr.; Tom Weidenbenner, LB/DT, 6-4/239, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Dan Bauer, NG, Soph.; Tony 
Buford, WR, Jr.; Darren Bush, LB, Soph.; Joe 
Dedic, OG, Jr.; Gary Gooden, TB/CB, Soph.; 
Tom Houts, LB, Sr.; Joe Huff, LB, Jr.; Ernie 
Jones, WR, Jr.; Brad Money, LB, Soph.; Pete 
Stoyanovich, K, Soph.; Damon Sweazy, RB, 
Sr.; Sr.; Van Waiters, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Eric Hickerson, DB (JC); 
Dave Schnell, QB (RS); Anthony Thompson, 
TB. 


IOWA 


Coach: Hayden Fry (52-30-1, 7 years; 141- 
119-5 overall, 24 years) 

1985 Record: 10-1; Big Ten: 7-1/ 1st 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Nate Creer, CB; Mike Haight, OT; 
Bill Happel, SE; Ronnie Harmon, RB; Scott 
Helverson, WB; Tom Humphrey, OG; Chuck 
Long, QB; Devon Mitchell, S; Jay Norvell, S; 
Hap Peterson, NG; Larry Station, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Dave Cros- 
ton, T, 6-6/280, Sr.; Mike Flagg, TE, 6-6/244, 
Sr.; David Hudson, FB, 6-2/227, Jr.; Mark 
Sindlinger, C, 6-2/255, Sr. Defense (6): 
George Davis, LB, 6- 1/221, Sr.; Jeff Drost, T, 
6-5/286, Sr.; Bruce Gear, E, 6-0/214, Sr.; 
Richard Pryor, E, 6-3/231, Jr.; Ken Sims, DB, 
5-11/177, Sr.; John Vrieze, T, 6-4/255, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Tim Anderson, DT, Jr.; Tyrone 
Berrie, DE, Jr.; Kerry Burt, S, Sr.; Quinn Early, 
WR, Sr.; Dave Haight, DT, Jr.; Kevin Harmon, 
RB, Sr.; Rob Houghtlin, K, Sr.; Bob Kratch, OG, 
Jr.; Joe Mott, DE, Jr.; Jim Reilly, LB, Soph.; Joe 
Schuster, DT, Sr. (RS); Keaton Smiley, CB, 
Soph.; Robert Smith, WR, Sr.; Mark Vlasic, QB, 
Sr.; Herb Wester, OT, Sr.; Dan Wirth, LB, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Melvin Foster, LB; Dan 
McGwire, QB; Shawon Respress, LB (RS); 
Sean Ridley, DE/LB (RS); Kevin Ringer, RB 
(JC/RS); Tony Stewart, RB. 


MICHIGAN 


Coach: Bo Schembechler (156-38-4, 18 
years; 196-55-7 overall, 23 years) 

1985 Record: 9-1-1; Big Ten: 6-1-1/2nd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense 3-4. 

Key Losses: Brad Cochran, CB; Mike Ham- 
merstein, DT; Eric Kattus, TE; Mike Mallory, 
LB; Clay Miller, OG/OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): John Elliott, 
T, 6-7/285, Sr.; Jim Harbaugh, QB, 6-3/200, 
Sr.; Mike Husar, G, 6-3/278, Jr.; Paul Jokisch, 
SE, 6-8/240, Sr.; John Kolesar, FL, 6-0/ 180, 
Soph.; Jamie Morris, TB, 5-7/175, Jr.; John 
Vitale, G, 6-1/277, Jr.; Gerald White, FB, 6- 
0/218, Sr. Defense (6): Tony Gant, S, 6- 
2/180, Sr.; Billy Harris, NG, 6-0/258, Jr.; Ivan 
Hicks, S, 6-2/178, Sr.; Mark Messner, T, 6- 
3/245, Jr.; Andy Moeller, LB, 6-0/222, Sr.; 
Garland Rivers, CB, 6- 1/185, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Andy Borowski, C, Jr.; Jeff 
Brown, TE, Soph.; Michael Dames, OG, Jr.; 
Mike Gillette, K, Soph.; Mark Hammerstein, G, 
Sr. (RS); Rick Hassel, CB, Soph.; Dieter 
Heren, LB/DB, Sr.; Dave Herrick, C, Jr.; Doug 
Mallory, S, Sr.; Andre Mcintyre, LB, Sr.; Bob 
Perryman, FB, Sr.; Mike Reinhold, NG, Sr.; 
Monte Robbins, P, Jr.; Tim Schulte, LB, Sr.; 
Todd Schulte, LB, Sr.; Thomas Wilcher, TB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Bobby Abrams, DB (RS); 
J.J. Grant, LB (RS); Brent White, DL (RS). 


MICHIGAN STATE 


Coach: George Perles (17- 17-1, 3 years) 
1985 Record: 7-4; Big Ten: 5-3/T4th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Mark Beaudoin, DE; Anthony Bell, 
LB; Steve Bogdalek, OT; Joe Curran, DT, John 
Jones, DE; Phil Parker, S; Butch Rolle, TE; 
John Wojciechowski, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Mark Ingram, 
FL, 5-11/179, Sr.; Tony Mandaric, T, 6-6/269, 
Soph.; Bobby Morse, FB, 5- 10/199, Sr.; Andre 
Rison, SE, 6-0/180, Soph.; Doug Rogers, G, 
6-3/247, Sr.; Lorenzo White, TB, 5-11/205, 
Jr.; Dave Yarema, QB, 6-3/204, Sr. Defense 
(6): Dean Altobelli, S, 5-10/186, Sr.; Paul 
Bobbitt, S, 6-3/185, Sr.; Shane Bullough, LB, 
6-1/224, Sr.; Todd Krumm, CB, 6-2/196, Jr.; 
Tim Moore, LB, 6-3/210, Jr.; Mark Nichols, T, 
6-2/228, Jr. 

Key Returnees: John Budde, DE, Soph.; Mark 
Fincher, OT, Sr.; Keith Fisher, CB, Jr.; Kurt 
Larson, LB, Soph.; John Miller, CB, Soph.; 
Greg Montgomery, P, Jr.; Tyrone Rhodes, OG, 
Sr.; Mike Sargent, TE, Jr.; Pat Shurmur, ©, Jr.; 
David Wolff, DT, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Travis Davis, DT (RS); Mark 
Hill, C (transfer, Michigan); Robert Love, LB 
(RS); Joe Pugh, FB (RS); Melvin Richendol- 
lar, OT (transfer, Hillsdale); David Simpson, 
OT (RS); James Szymanski, DE (RS). 
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but so does sound recruiting and attention 
to detail. 

“Obviously, we want to go out and re- 
cruit good football players, but I think de- 
veloping them by watching other people 
is important,” Moeller said. “We constant- 
ly remind our players of what's been done 
here ahead of them, so they have some- 
thing to build on. We expect to play good 
defense. 

“We're still a very technique-conscious 
team. We nitpick on that. And we're big 
on the endurance factor. We want to be 
like the boxer in the final rounds who’s 
finally getting into it.” 

Five starters are gone from last year’s 
defensive unit, but Michigan’s depth 
should produce another solid group. 

Among the losses are two All-Americas, 
Lombardi Award finalist Mike Hammer- 
stein and cornerback Brad Cochran, plus 
all-conference linebacker Mike Mallory. 

“That’s good, though,” Moeller said. “I 
don’t want this to come out wrong be- 
cause we don’t like to lose those kinds of 
people, but graduation sometimes is a 
good thing. We've still got a good nucle- 
us.” 

Defensive tackle Mark Messner en- 
joyed a brilliant season in '85, collecting 
11 sacks and reaping All-Big Ten honors 
as a sophomore. Another down lineman to 
watch is noseguard Billy Harris. 

Moeller’s son, Andy, who led the team 
with 132 tackles last year, is the only re- 
turning starter at linebacker. Senior Gar- 
land Rivers is a fierce hitter in the sec- 
ondary. 

A strong defense is of little use if the 
offense can’t put points on the board, but 
that shouldn’t be a problem for Michigan 
this year. The Wolverines return eight 
starters from a well-balanced offense that 
averaged 401.6 yards per game last year. 

One of the main contributors was quar- 
terback Jim Harbaugh, the national lead- 
er in passing efficiency. As a junior, Har- 
baugh completed 65.6 percent of his 
passes for a school-record 1,913 yards and 
18 touchdowns. He was intercepted only 
six times. 

Jamie Morris is one of the league’s bud- 
ding stars. The junior tailback gained 
1,329 all-purpose yards in 1985 and has led 
the team in rushing his first two seasons 
in Ann Arbor. Adding to an already potent 
backfield is senior fullback Gerald White, 
who scored 10 touchdowns a year ago. 

The Wolverines are well stocked at the 
other offensive skill positions, too. Har- 
baugh has a pair of excellent targets in 
split end Paul Jokisch and flanker John 
Kolesar. 

Michigan’s top linemen are 6-foot-7, 285- 
pound senior tackle John Elliott and jun- 
ior guard Mike Husar, who missed six 
weeks of last season with an ankle injury 
and may move to tackle. Also back are 
guards John Vitale and Mark Hammer- 
stein, who gave Vitale a chance to start 


when he suffered a season-ending knee in- 
jury in the third game. 

The kicking game also is solid. Mike 
Gillette was second in the league in kick 
scoring with 79 points as a freshman, and 
junior Monte Robbins averaged 40 yards 
per punt last fall. 

With 196 victories to his credit in 23 
years at Michigan and Miami of Ohio, 
Schembechler should have no trouble 
posting No. 200 this fall. He needs nine 
wins to tie Fielding Yost’s school-record 
165 victories. 

That goal also would appear to be with- 
in reach, if only because of Michigan’s 12- 
game regular-season schedule. The Wol- 
verines wind up their season December 6 
at Hawaii, but with their lethal combina- 
tion of a strong defense and a solid of- 
fense, they might well be making a stop in 
Pasadena, Calif., as well as in the islands 
this year. 

Last year’s Big Ten representative in 
the Rose Bowl was Iowa, which did the 
same as 14 of its 16 predecessors—it lost 
to the Pacific-10 Conference champion, in 
this case UCLA. Until that game, the 
Hawkeyes were in a position to win the 
national championship if a variety of 
events took place. They didn’t, but that 
detracted little from the Hawkeyes’ im- 
pressive season. 

Iowa went 10-1 overall en route to the 
league championship. It was the second 
Big Ten title for Coach Hayden Fry, who 
in seven years has transformed the Hawk- 
eye program into an annual contender. 

But never has Fry lost so many talented 
players. Iowa had 12 first- or second-team 
All-Big Ten selections last season, and 
nine of them have departed. 

The losses include consensus All-Ameri- 
ca quarterback Chuck Long, who finished 
second to Heisman Trophy winner Bo 
Jackson by the slimmest margin ever; 
linebacker Larry Station, another consen- 
sus All-America, and all-conference run- 
ning back Ronnie Harmon. 

But while Iowa has only five starters 
returning, 17 of 22 second-teamers are 
back, so the Hawkeyes should be in a posi- 
tion to vie for another crown. 

Mark Vlasic is the heir apparent to 
Long, the Big Ten’s all-time leading pass- 
er. In mostly relief duty the last two sea- 
sons, the senior has completed 25 of 52 
attempts for 478 yards, three touchdowns 
and no interceptions. 

Other quarterbacks getting a long look 
in preseason will be sophomore Chuck 
Hartlieb and freshman Tom Poholsky. 
Fry also signed Dan McGwire, a high 
school All-America quarterback. 

Kevin Harmon could replace his broth- 
er Ronnie at running back. As a junior last 
year, Kevin finished as the team’s No. 3 
runner. He'll be competing for playing 
time with Kevin Ringer, a redshirt junior 
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Indiana’s Leonard Bell. 


MINNESOTA 


Coach: John Gutekunst (1-0; first full year at 
Minnesota) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Big Ten: 4-4/6th. 

Offense: Option. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses; Valdez Baylor, TB; Peter Najarian, 
LB; David Puk, FB; Kevin Starks, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Mel Ander- 
son, SE, 5-10/171, Sr.; Gary Couch, FL, 5- 
10/172, Jr.; Rickey Foggie, QB, 6-1/185, Jr.; 
Ray Hitchcock, C, 6-2/263, Sr.; Jim Hobbins, 
T, 6-6/260, Sr.; Dan Rechtin, T, 6-6/265, Jr.; 
Troy Wolkow, G, 6-4/265, Soph. Defense 
(10): Anthony Burke, T, 6-3/250, Sr.; Mark 
Dusbabek, E, 6-3/232, Sr.; Duane Dutrieuille, 
CB, 5-9/179, Sr.; Bruce Holmes, LB, 6-3/224, 
Sr.; Larry Joyner, S, 6- 1/210, Sr.; Matt Martin- 
ez, CB, 5-11/185, Sr.; Doug Mueller, NG, 6- 
3/232, Sr.; Donovan Small, S, 5-11/185, Sr.; 
Steve Thompson, T, 6-2/275, Sr.; David Wil- 
liams, S, 6-0/202, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Jason Bruce, SE, Soph.; 
Courtney Holmes, FB, Jr.; Tim Juneau, TE, 
Soph. (RS); Chip Lohmiller, K, Jr.; Ed Penn, 
TB, Soph.; Roselle Richardson, RB/QB, Soph.; 
Dennis Ryan, DE, Soph.; Trint Trip, DE, Soph.; 
Kevin Wilson, FB, Sr.; Norries Wilson, OT, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Jon Leverenz, LB (RS); 
Carlos McGee, SE (RS); Jon Melander, DE 
(RS). 


NORTHWESTERN 


Coach: Francis Peay (first year at Northwest- 
ern) 

1985 Record: 3-8; Big Ten: 1-7/T9th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Daryl Newell, OT; Mike Witteck, 
LB; Jerald Wolff, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Marc Bum- 
garner, SE, 6-5/220, Sr.; Matt Burbach, C/T, 
6-5/273, Sr.; Stanley Davenport, HB, 5- 
11/200, Jr.; Bob Driscoll, FB/TE, 6-4/235, Jr.; 
Curtis Duncan, WR, 5-11/185, Sr.; Mike 
Greenfield, QB, 6-2/185, Jr.; Steve Hofmann, 
G, 6-4/265, Sr. Defense (8): Dirk Adams, CB, 
5-10/175, Jr.; Bob Bucaro, LB, 5-11/190, Jr.; 
Bob Dirkes, G, 6-2/235, Sr.; Ted Karras, G, 
6-2/260, Jr.; Todd Krehbiel, CB, 6-0/ 180, Sr.; 
Charles Plant, S, 5- 10/185, Sr.; Jim Torkelson, 
LB, 6-3/230, Sr.; Brett Whitley, S, 5-10/175, 
Jr. 


* Key Returnees: Rich Borresen, TE, Sr. (RS); 


Alan Brown, LB, Jr.; Shawn Carpenter, P/DB, 
Jr.; John Duvic, K, Sr.; Bill Flesher, WR, Jr. 
(RS); Tony Karras, DG, Jr.; Rich Myers, LB, 
Jr.; Tom Nicklas, OT, Jr. (RS); Brian Nuffer, 
HB, Sr.; Mike Vickery, LB, Soph.; John Yale, C, 
Sr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Darrin Gearey, DB (JC); 
Kurt Lundergreen, LB (JC); William McLaugh- 
lin, DB (JC). 


OHIO STATE 


Coach: Earle Bruce (65-19, 7 years; 111-53 
overall, 14 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; Big Ten: 5-3/T4th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses; Keith Byars, RB; Rory Graves, OT; 
Thomas Johnson, LB; Larry Kolic, LB; Mike 
Lanese, FL; Byron Lee, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Cris Carter, 
SE, 6-3/192, Jr.; George Cooper, FB, 6-2/238, 
Jr.; Jim Karsatos, QB, 6-3/220, Sr.; Larry Kot- 
terman, T, 6-7/282, Jr.; Bob Maggs, C, 6- 
5/286, Sr.; Ed Taggart, TE, 6-3/220, Sr.; Jeff 
Uhlenhake, G, 6-4/246, Soph.; John Wool- 
dridge, TB, 5- 11/197, Sr. Defense (8): Sonny 
Gordon, DB, 6-0/191, Sr.; Eric Kumerow, LB, 
6-6/237, Jr.; Darryl Lee, T, 6-3/258, Sr.; Fred 
Ridder, T, 6-2/244, Jr.; Greg Rogan, CB, 5- 
10/187, Jr.; Chris Spielman, LB, 6-2/224, Jr.; 
Terry White, S, 5-9/175, Jr.; William White, 
CB, 5- 10/186, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Roman Bates, TB, Sr.; Dino 
Dawson, FL, Jr.; Nate Harris, FL, Jr.; Ray Holli- 
man, DT, Sr.; Jamie Holland, FL, Sr. (RS); 
Derek Isaman, LB, Soph.; Scott Leach, LB, Sr.; 
Ron Paulsen, OT, Sr.; Tom Tupa, QB/P, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Tom Bolyard, QB (RS); 
Kenny Coleman, WR; Jeff Davidson, OT; John 
Peterson, OT; Mike Showalter, DT. 


Coach: Leon Burtnett (18-26-1, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6; Big Ten: 3-5/7th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Don Baldwin, DT; Rodney Carter, 
TB; Mark Drenth, OT; Jim Everett, QB; Steve 
Griffin, WR; Brad Hornor, NG; Mark Jackson, 
FL; Vince Panfil, OG; Marty Scott, TE; Rick 
Skibinski, C; Ray Wallace, FB; Kennedy Wilson, 
S; Derek Wimberly, DL; Bob Ziltz, DL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): Mike Con- 
nors, T, 6-5/278, Jr.; Todd Tyrie, G/C, 6- 
2/266, Soph. Defense (7): Cris Dishman, CB, 
6-0/190, Jr.; Marc Foster, S, 5- 10/175, Soph.; 
Kevin Holley, NG, 6-3/257, Sr.; Fred Strick- 
land, LB, 6-2/226, Jr.; Kevin Sumlin, LB, 6- 
1/215, Sr.; Tony Visco, LB, 6-4/232, Jr.; Rod 
Woodson, CB, 6-0/ 195, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Jack Beery, TE, Jr.; Jonathan 
Briggs, K, Sr.; Kieth Brown, OT, Jr.; Rick Brun- 
ner, FL, Sr. (RS); Bruce Crites, OG, Soph.; 
Doug Downing, QB, Jr.; Jon Hayes, FL, Jr.; Jeff 
Huber, QB, Jr.; James Medlock, TB, Jr.; Matt 
Morgan, LB, Jr.; Anthony Rose, NG, Jr.; Damon 
Taylor, S, Soph.; Mike Weaver, CB, Sr.; Merkle 
Williams, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Ronnie Beeks, DB (JC); Jeff 
George, QB; Bill Gildea, DT (JC); Chris 
Keevers, NG (JC); Dave Kovaleski, LB/TE; 
Lance Scheib, WR (RS). 


WISCONSIN 


Coach: Jim Hilles (first year at Wisconsin) 
1985 Record: 5-6; Big Ten: 2-6/8th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Lance Branaman, DT; Brian Jan- 
sen, OG; Bob Landsee, OG; Bill Schick, C; 
Scott Sharron, TE; Troy Spencer, DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Joe Armen- 
trout, FB, 6-1/216, Sr.; Fred Bobo, WR, 6- 
1/185, Jr.; Glenn Derby, T, 6-7/285, Jr.; Larry 
Emery, TB, 5-9/195, Sr.; Paul Gruber, T, 6- 
§/275, Jr.; Bud Keyes, QB, 6-2/205, Jr.; James 
Ross, WR, 6-0/184, Jr, Defense (9): Michael 
Boykins, NG, 6-0/255, Sr.; Charlie Fawley, LB, 
6-2/222, Sr.; Robb Johnston, S, 6-2/205, Sr.; 
Tim Jordan, LB, 6-3/220, Sr.; Pete Nowka, S, 
6-1/184, Soph.; Nate Odomes, DB, 5- 10/194, 
Sr.; Craig Raddatz, LB, 6-3/230, Sr.; Michael 
Reid, LB, 6-2/226, Sr.; Dick Teets, T, 6-4/263, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees; Marvin Artley, FB, Soph.; Brian 
Anderson, TE, Jr.; Scott Cepicky, P, Jr.; Tim 
Fullington, WR, Jr.; Michael Gorman, OG, Jr.; 
Todd Gregoire, K, Jr.; Rodney Lossow, C, Sr.; 
Mike Howard, QB, Sr.; Jim Kmet, DT, Sr.; Brad 
Mayo, DB, Soph.; Todd Nelson, OG, Jr.; Eric 
Sydnor, CB, Jr.; Bobby Taylor, DB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: David Burks, WR (RS); Leon 
Hunt, TB (RS); Scott Johnson, LB (RS); Tim 
Knoeck, LB (RS); Steve Wallace, WR (RS). 
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) Jim Karsatos returns as Ohio State’s quarterback after passing for 19 


) touchdowns in 1985. 


who led the nation’s junior colleges in 
rushing in 1984, and Rick Bayless. Junior 
David Hudson is the fullback. 

Tackle Dave Croston and center Mark 
Sindlinger anchor a line that was deci- 
mated by graduation. Fry also lost most of 
his top receivers from last year, although 
tight end Mike Flagg and wingback Rob- 
ert Smith have experience and talent. 

Another offensive weapon for Iowa is 
all-conference placekicker Rob Hought- 
lin, who led the Big Ten in kick scoring 
with 97 points last fall. His four field goals, 
including a last-second 29-yarder, beat 
Michigan last year, 12-10. 

Despite the loss of Station and three of 
the four starting defensive backs, 15 of the 
top 22 defenders return from the squad 
that was second to Michigan in total de- 
fense last fall. 

“We lost some outstanding players on 
defense, but we have a good nucleus re- 
turning,” Fry said. 

The top returnees are linebacker 
George Davis, who ranked second to Sta- 
tion in tackles last year, and All-Big Ten 
tackle Jeff Drost, who was third. With 
only noseguard Hap Peterson missing up 
front, the Hawkeyes should be tough 
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against the run, although their pass de- 
fense may suffer. 

With Iowa State, Northern Illinois and 
Texas-El Paso on its non-conference 
schedule, Iowa might well get off to a 3-0 
start. But its fate will depend on how it 
deals with a difficult road schedule, which 
includes trips to Michigan State, Michi- 
gan, Illinois and noisy Minnesota. 

Unlike the Hawkeyes, Ohio State must 
open against one of the strongest teams in 
the country. The Buckeyes will meet Ala- 
bama on August 27 in the Kickoff Classic. 

After that, six more games against 1985 
bowl teams await. But Coach Earle Bruce 
again has a talented squad that should 
have no trouble earning its 15th consecu- 
tive bow! bid. 

A bundle of All-Big Ten performers re- 
turns at Ohio State. Leading the way is 
All-America candidate Bob Maggs, a 6-5, 
286-pound center. 

“T don’t think there was a better center 
in the country last year than Maggs,” 
Bruce said, “and I expect him to be even 
better this year.” 

Guard Jeff Uhlenhake and tackle Larry 
Kotterman are the other stalwarts on the 
offensive line. Maggs again will be snap- 
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ping the ball to senior Jim Karsatos, who 
finished fourth nationally in passing effi- 
ciency a year ago. Karsatos passed for 
2,115 yards and 19 touchdowns and was 
intercepted only eight times in 254 at- 
tempts. 

Karsatos’ main target will be junior 
Cris Carter, an All-Big Ten split end last 
year after catching 53 passes for 879 
yards and eight touchdowns. 

“He’s the best receiver in the country,” 
Schembechler said. 

With the return of ballcarriers John 
Wooldridge, Vince Workman and George 
Cooper, the Buckeyes’ offense should be 
well balanced. Wooldridge rushed for 728 
yards last year, while Cooper accounted 
for 560 yards and an untold number of key 
blocks out of his fullback slot. The loss of 
Keith Byars, who was injured most of last 
year, should not be devastating. 

When the offense does sputter, punter 
Tom Tupa will be ready to get the Buck- 
eyes out of jams. As a sophomore, Tupa 
averaged 42.5 yards per kick, second in 
the league. 

Defensively, Ohio State finished in the 
middle of the league pack in almost all 
categories last year. But the Buckeyes led 
the Big Ten in turnover margin, and the 
return of several key players should give 
Bruce a squad that will keep the Buckeyes 
in every game. 

Junior Chris Spielman finished second 
in the league in tackles and was a finalist 
for the inaugural Dick Butkus Award, 
which honors the nation’s top linebacker. 
With the return of Eric Kumerow, the 
linebacking should be solid, although 
Thomas Johnson will be missed. 

The Buckeye secondary of Terry White, 
William White, Sonny Gordon and Greg 
Rogan will be playing together for its 
third straight year. 

Wisconsin will try to rebound from a 
disappointing 5-6 season following the 
shocking loss of Coach Dave McClain, 
who died of a heart attack April 28 after 
exercising at Camp Randall Stadium. 

McClain’s death left the Wisconsin pro- 
gram in a state of mourning. 

“The university will miss his leadership 
and commitment to excellence,” Chancel- 
lor Irving Shain said. 

By putting together four straight win- 
ning seasons from 1981-84, McClain did 
what no Badger coach had done since Ivy 
Williamson had six consecutive winning 
teams in the early 1950s. Trying to emu- 
late his success will be Jim Hilles, a for- 
mer assistant head coach and defensive 
coordinator who was promoted in May. 

Hilles will be faced with a 12-game 
schedule that opens September 6 at Ha- 
waii. With a favorable home slate and one 
of the league’s best runners in senior 
Larry Emery, the Badgers may get back 
on the winning track this fall. 

Emery was the Big Ten’s second-lead- 
ing rusher last year with 1,113 yards. Wis- 


consin has another tough, versatile run- 
ner in fullback Joe Armentrout, who 
averaged 6.4 yards on 86 attempts in ’85. 

Mike Howard and Bud Keyes both re- 
turn at quarterback, a position that was 
plagued by injuries and instability last 
season. Together they completed less 
than 50 percent of their passes. 

Wisconsin has plenty of experienced re- 
ceivers such as juniors James Ross, Fred 
Bobo and Tim Fullington. Tackle Paul 
Gruber is a standout on an offensive line 
that is rebuilding its middle. 

The Badgers are loaded with line- 
backers, including Craig Raddatz, Tim 
Jordan, Charlie Fawley and Rick Graf. 
Raddatz led the Badgers with 116 tackles 
a year ago, including eight for losses, 
while Jordan had 12 stops behind the line. 

Senior Nate Odomes is another honors 
candidate on defense. Not only is he tal- 
ented in the secondary, but he also was 
10th nationally in punt returns last year. 
The line, however, figures to be the weak 
spot on defense. 

Junior Todd Gregiore has been impres- 
sive in his two years as the Wisconsin 
placekicker. Already he ranks 11th on the 
Big Ten career field-goal list with 36. 

While the Badgers fell from fourth to 
eighth in the conference last year, the ’85 


Cornerback Rod Woodson is 
the main man in Purdue’s sec- 
ondary. 


season marked Michigan State’s return to 
the upper echelon of the Big Ten. The 
Spartans earned a top five league finish 
for the first time since 1978, tying Ohio 
State for fourth. 

Despite coming off a loss to Georgia 
Tech in the All-American Bowl, the Spar- 
tans are hoping for another first-division 
finish in Coach George Perles’ fourth sea- 
son. 

With Lorenzo White in the backfield, 
that certainly seems possible. White led 
the nation in rushing with 1,908 yards, 
scored 17 touchdowns and finished fourth 
in the Heisman Trophy balloting—and he 
was only a sophomore. 

More good news for the Spartans is that 
60 percent of the “White Knights” return. 
Center Pat Shurmur, guard Doug Rogers 
and tackle Tony Mandaric are back. 

Quarterback Dave Yarema missed five 
games last season with an injury but re- 
turned to lead Michigan State to victories 
in its last five regular-season games. Wait- 
ing in the wings is sophomore Bobby 
McAllister, who performed brilliantly in a 
35-31 loss at Iowa. 

When Yarema doesn’t hand off to 
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White, he possibly will be looking down- 
field to sophomore Andre Rison or senior 
Mark Ingram, who caught two TD passes 
in the All-American Bowl. 

The Spartans have one of the nation’s 
premier punters in junior Greg Montgom- 
ery, who was 10th nationally last year 
with a 44.7-yard average. Only six Big Ten 
punters have ever bettered that mark. 

Shane Bullough, the son of Buffalo Bills 
Coach Hank Bullough, led the conference 
with 140 tackles last year. Bullough will 
get excellent support from fellow line- 
backer Tim Moore. 

Tackle Mark Nichols is a possible 
honors candidate on the defensive line, 
which will feature new starters at the 
other three spots. Senior Paul Bobbitt, 
who was injured part of last year, leads 
the secondary. 

Minnesota, which in two years under 
Lou Holtz jumped to respectability in the 
Big Ten, promoted assistant John Gute- 
kunst when Holtz resigned after the regu- 
lar season to take over for Gerry Faust at 
Notre Dame. Gutekunst responded by 
coaching the Gophers to a 20-13 victory 
over Clemson in the Independence Bowl, 
the school’s first bowl triumph since 1962. 

The 42-year-old Gutekunst had served 
two years as Holtz's defensive coordina- 
tor. His top proteges were end Larry 
Joyner and linebacker Bruce Holmes, 
who combined for 208 tackles in '85. Both 
return, but Gutekunst may switch Joyner 
to safety. 

Minnesota already is well stocked in 
the secondary. Led by senior Donovan 
Small, all four starters return. 

Gutekunst is concerned, however, about 
the Gophers’ aggressiveness. 

“We were not as aggressive and not as 
hard hitting over the last half of 1985 as 
we were in the first six games,” he said. 
“That indicates we need to be bigger and 
stronger.” 

On offense, Gutekunst will be coaching 
one of the most elusive runners and excit- 
ing players in the league in junior quarter- 
back Rickey Foggie. A dangerous ballcar- 
rier out of the option, Foggie rushed for 
451 yards and nine touchdowns last year. 
But he completed only 46.1 percent of his 
141 passing attempts. 

“We know we have to develop our run- 
ning game to the point where so much 
emphasis is not placed on the quarter- 
back,” Gutekunst said. 

The Gophers are even more excited 
about the man who snaps the ball to Fog- 
gie, senior Ray Hitchcock. They believe 
the 6-2, 263-pound center will rival Ohio 
State’s Maggs for all-league honors. 

A couple of potential Gopher game- 
breakers are Mel Anderson and Gary 
Couch. Anderson, a senior split end, 
averaged 23.6 yards per catch last year, 
while junior flanker Couch averaged 35.3 
yards on 14 receptions. 

“Generally, I think we’re a better quali- 


ty football team as far as depth goes,” Gu- 
tekunst said, “but I don’t know how much 
progress we've made with our first teams. 
That will tell whether we're a legitimate 
contender or just pretenders.” 

While Gutekunst will be trying to con- 
tinue the turnaround that Holtz started, 
Coach Mike White is envisioning “a tran- 
sition year” for Illinois. 

“It'll be uncharacteristic for us,” he 
said. “There'll be a lot more evaluation, 
but hopefully it'll bring about better com- 
petition.” 

The losses include consensus All-Ameri- 
ca wide receiver David Williams, all-con- 
ference guard Jim Juriga, quarterback 
Jack Trudeau, fullback Thomas Rooks 
and safety Craig Swoope. In all, six offen- 
sive starters and eight on defense are 
gone. 

But White does have deserving candi- 
dates to fill some of these roles. Junior 
Jim Bennett, Trudeau’s backup last year, 
will battle inexperienced seniors Jeff 
Kleine and Shane Lamb for the quarter- 
back job. Junior Keith Jones should be 
ready to step into the fullback slot. And 
senior Stephen Pierce is the top returning 
receiver, having caught 49 passes for 614 
yards in '85. 

Illinois is strong at the tight end posi- 
tion, where Cap Boso is gone but three 
experienced players return. A former 
tight end, junior Scott Davis, is a standout 
on the defensive line, and senior Ed White 
returns in the secondary. 

Illinois and Iowa aren't the only schools 
that must replace talented quarterbacks. 
Purdue is looking for someone to take 
over for Jim Everett, who was taken third 
in the first round of the National Football 
League draft. 

The only veterans in camp—juniors 
Doug Downing and Jeff Huber—have vir- 
tually no college experience. So, Coach 
Leon Burtnett likely will give freshman 
Jeff George a long, hard look—and per- 
haps the starting job. George, a prep All- 
America, was picked by some analysts as 
the top high school player in the country 
last year. 

The offense returns only two starters, 
but the situation may not be as bad as it 
appears because last fall’s backups re- 
ceived a good amount of playing time. In 
addition, flanker Rick Brunner is back 
after sitting out most of last season with a 
knee injury. 

Defensively, All-Big Ten cornerback 
Rod Woodson is a solid All-America can- 
didate. Another strong position for Purdue 
is linebacker, where Fred Strickland, 
Kevin Sumlin and Tony Visco return. 
Strickland made 132 tackles last year, 
while Woodson made 116 and Visco 97. 

A benefit for the Boilermakers will be 
playing both Ohio State and Michigan at 
home, but that probably won't be a big 
enough edge to allow Purdue to challenge 
for the first division. 
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As usual, Indiana probably won't fit in 
that grouping, either. Coming off a 0-11 
season, the Hoosiers roared to a 4-0 start 
last fall, including a road victory over Mis- 
souri. But what followed was not pretty: 
seven straight Big Ten losses, none by less 
than 11 points. 

The problem was defense. The Hoosiers 
ranked last in the league in total, scoring 
and rushing defense last season. They 
averaged 22.8 points per game but al- 
lowed 30.9. 

Coach Bill Mallory will try to rebuild 
that squad around linebacker Brad Mitch- 
ell and safety Leonard Bell. Mitchell had 
132 tackles last year, while Bell had 74 
stops, three interceptions and three fum- 
ble recoveries. 

The top offensive threat is receiver 
Kenny Allen, who set school records last 
season with 55 catches for 929 yards. With 
the departure of quarterback Steve Brad- 
ley, Allen this fall will be catching passes 
from Dave Kramme. The senior played in 
four games last year, completing 41 of 69 
passes for 548 yards. 

Bolstering the offensive line is tackle 
Bob Riley. 

The only Big Ten coaching change 
since the end of last season (Minnesota 
elevated Gutekunst before the Indepen- 
dence Bowl) was at Northwestern. After 
the Wildcats’ 3-8 season, which equaled 
his best previous mark, Dennis Green re- 
signed March 24 to become the receivers 
coach for the San Francisco 49ers. Defen- 
sive coordinator Francis Peay was ap- 
pointed interim head coach. 

“The main thing is we'll try to go back 
to basics and become determined to be- 
come more physical,” Peay said. “That 
means blocking, tackling, everything.” 

If Peay is to improve the Wildcats’ rec- 
ord this year, they must make strides on 
defense. Northwestern allowed 30.2 points 
per game last fall. Peay will rebuild 
around safety Brett Whitley and a solid 
group of linemen. 

The Wildcats figure to be more potent 
offensively, though. Junior Mike Green- 
field should be one of the league’s better 
quarterbacks after ranking fourth in the 
league in total offense behind Everett, 
Trudeau and Long last season. Greenfield 
is a gritty runner (168 carries) and ade- 
quate passer. 

Tight end Bob Driscoll was switched to 
fullback to improve the Wildcats’ inside 
running game and backfield blocking. 
Northwestern also is hoping for a big sea- 
son from junior halfback Stanley Daven- 
port, who rushed for 598 yards in ’85. An- 
other possible big-play man is Curtis 
Duncan, who ranked third nationally in 
kickoff returns last year with a 27.2-yard 
average. @ 

Jack Ebling covers the Big Ten and writes col- 
umns for the Lansing State Journal. 


Mark Dukes covers college sports for the Cedar 
Rapids Gazette. 


Rocky Mountain High 


Voila! Colorado 
Finds Long-Lost 
Success Formula 


By CRAIG HARPER 


he University of Colorado is situat- 

i ed majestically in Boulder at the 

foot of the Rockies, a mile-high 

chunk of paradise with spectacular rock 

faces—better known to natives as the 

Flatirons—jutting out prominently to the 
southwest. 

But for all the splendid beauty that sur- 
rounds it, the Colorado football program 
may as well have been located in Death 
Valley from 1979-84. Colorado football, 
like its mascot namesake, the Buffaloes, 
was on the endangered species list, its fu- 
ture as grim as its recent past. 

In that six-year period, the once-proud 
Buffs—who climbed all the way to No. 3 
nationally in 1971—won a grand total of 14 
games. Only once, when they managed a 
4-7 record in 1983, did they win more than 
three games in one season. 

Some say the problems began with the 
1979 hiring of Chuck Fairbanks, though 
the coach later equated the state of the 
program he inherited with a bankrupt 
business. 

Colorado dug deep in its pockets to hire 
Fairbanks, who had been highly success- 
ful at Oklahoma and was turning the New 
England Patriots into a National Football 
League up-and-comer. A Colorado booster 
club rounded up $200,000 to buy out the 
remainder of Fairbanks’ contract with the 
Pats after a nasty, lengthy lawsuit. 

“You can mark this down,” he prom- 
ised upon his arrival in Boulder. “We will 
win.” 

Colorado fans expected no less, and for 
a while they tolerated his developing big- 
spender image. He remodeled his office 
and the team’s locker facilities at star- 
tling costs and overspent his recruiting 
budget. 

By 1981, the Colorado athletic depart- 
ment was staring at a $1 million deficit 
and was forced to abandon seven minor 
sports. Fairbanks was the obvious scape- 
goat. 

Fairbanks never fit in at Colorado in 
other ways. He felt restricted in recruiting 
by the school’s lofty academic standards 
and complained of a lack of internal sup- 
port. 

He still managed to bring in quality 
players, particularly in 1980, but the attri- 
tion rate was devastating. His recruits, it 
seemed, either could not make it academ- 
ically or were showing up on the local po- 
lice blotter. 

Finally, after seasons of 3-8, 1-10 and 3-8, 


Bill McCartney patiently 
brought Colorado’s dying pro- 
gram back to life. 


Fairbanks bolted to the newborn United 
States Football League’s New Jersey Gen- 
erals. He waited until June 2, 1982, just 
weeks before summer drills were sched- 
uled to start, to make the jump. 

On June 9, Colorado hired Bill McCart- 
ney, a protege of Bo Schembechler’s at 
Michigan, where he had spent the previ- 
ous eight years, the last five as defensive 
coordinator. McCartney took over 94 days 
before the season opener, no doubt with 
second thoughts. 

“The things I remember most vividly,” 
McCartney said, “are that half the squad 
was in summer school trying to get eligi- 
ble, and when they reported they were in 
horrible condition.” 

What there was of a football team, that 
is. McCartney greeted 73 scholarship 
players—22 below the NCAA limit—and a 
1982 recruiting class that included 11 
freshmen and 15 junior college transfers. 

“It was hard to be really enthusiastic 
about the future because there were only 
11 freshmen in that class,’”” McCartney 
said, “and most of the JC kids were ‘sec- 
onds.’ I really couldn’t see getting the 
numbers back till we recruited our own 
players.” 

McCartney’s early days on the job cer- 
tainly would have tried the patience of 
Job. “The first two or three months, it 
seemed like there was a story breaking 
every day,” he said. 

And the headlines usually were ugly: 
Two players were kicked out of school for 
selling final exams that summer. The two 
starting wide receivers in the spring were 
lost to grades. So were two of the junior 
college transfers, both of whom could 
have started in the offensive line. A top 
junior college recruit was booted from the 
team for smoking marijuana. Another jun- 
ior college recruit, penciled in as a start- 
ing offensive guard, failed to show up for a 
practice the week of the season opener 
and was benched. Once, during two-a- 
days, the Buffs had to practice on a junior- 
high field, and a top line prospect stepped 
in a hole and broke his foot. 

“It’s funny now,” McCartney said, “but 
it wasn’t then.” 

Neither was Colorado’s play on the 
field. McCartney’s first team inevitably 
struggled, going 2-8-1. There was hope 
after a 4-7 season in ’83, but that was 
doused by a dismal 1-10 campaign in '84. 
McCartney’s third season was further 
clouded by a serious injury in the second 
game to sophomore tight end Ed Rein- 
hardt, who underwent surgery for a brain 
clot less than two hours after the game 
and was in a coma for almost two months. 
The injury rocked the team emotionally 
and forced the Buffs to junk a potent H- 
back offense and experiment with a vari- 
ety of formations, none of which worked. 

Three years after taking command of 


Continued 


The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook * 65 


the floundering program, McCartney had 
not improved the Buffs’ fortunes. As had 
been the case during Fairbanks’ three 
years at the school, Colorado football was 
burdened with two conspicuous on-field 
faults: no defense against the run and no 
running game. In the Big Eight Confer- 
ence, that’s a disastrous combination. 

Obviously, a change was in order—a 
drastic one. But when change did come, 
Colorado players, alumni, fans and oppo- 
nents were stunned. McCartney’s answer 
to reconstruction: Swap the pro-style pass- 
ing game for ... the wishbone. 

Yes, that wishbone. The offense that 
had helped make Alabama, Oklahoma 
and Texas national powers in the 1970s 
and had provided a quick fix for such 
schools as Air Force and Army in recent 
years. 

Never mind that the Buffs’ most notable 
players were a trio of receivers; by gum, 
McCartney was going to run the ball. 

Understandably, everybody else saw it 
as a desperation move, a last-gap stab at 
salvation. There was much snickering be- 
hind McCartney’s back. 

But McCartney had the last laugh. De- 
spite debilitating injuries at quarterback, 
Colorado’s wishbone moved and con- 
trolled the ball enough in 1985 to comple- 
ment a vastly improved defense and the 
nation’s No. 1 punting game. 

Voila! The Buffaloes were 7-4—one of 
the best single-season turnarounds in 
NCAA history—and bound for their first 

’ bowl game in nine years. True, a last-min- 
ute rally was snuffed by a disputed fumble 
and Washington won the Freedom Bowl, 
20-17. But it didn’t matter. Colorado foot- 
ball again was standing tall, shoulders 
square and stomach rock-hard flat, its fu- 
ture gleaming like the sunlight on the 
Flatirons. 

Actually, that might be a bit dramatic 
for McCartney, who was a unanimous 
choice as the Big Eight Coach of the Year 
as the architect of this reconstruction. 

“All we are right now is competitive, 
that’s all,” the 46-year-old coach said. “I 
don’t think we're totally out of the woods, 
but we’re in a position to be competitive 
week after week, and that’s the big thing.” 

Competitive on the field, but not at the 
turnstiles—not yet, anyway. Despite the 
1985 turnaround, the Buffs did not draw 
well at 52,000-seat Folsom Field, averag- 
ing just 36,789 fans for six home games, a 
drop from 39,278 the year before when big 
draws Nebraska and Oklahoma played in 
Boulder. About 14,100 season tickets were 
sold in 1985, or more than 4,000 below the 
1984 total and almost 12,000 below the 
school’s peak of 26,000 in 1976. Colorado 
football remains a tough sale in a market 
dominated by the NFL’s Denver Broncos, 
who have a stranglehold on the state’s 
sports fans and publicity. 

But all in all, the program is far health- 
ier than it was at the end of the 1984 sea- 
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Linebacker Barry Remington, a Chuck Fairbanks recruit, marvels at 
how far the Colorado program has come under Bill McCartney. 


son, not to mention the five before that. 

“We were just fighting to stay above 
water during those years,’”’ McCartney 
said. “Now we can really go forward. 
We're definitely in a position where we 
can keep making strides.” 

Senior linebacker Barry Remington, 
one of the few remaining 1982 Fairbanks 
recruits, is amazed by the changes. 

“The program was in such disarray 
when Fairbanks left,” recalled Reming- 
ton, a graduate of Fairview High School in 
Boulder who was redshirted because of a 
knee injury in 1983. “During two-a-days, 
we slept in a dorm, ate dorm food and 
played like we were living in a dorm. The 
older guys were biding their time to get 
out of there. The freshmen were probably 
the most excited players, but the only way 
to get confidence is by winning, and we 
weren’t winning. 

“The biggest thing is watching the pro- 
gram grow in the last three or four years. 
It took a couple of years to get (done) 
what Coach Mac wanted to do.” 

When McCartney arrived, Remington 
believed that the new coach could turn 
the program around, although the Buffs’ 
1-10 season did make him wonder. 

“You have doubts after (going) 1-10,” he 
said. “But we just kept working, and I’m 
glad to see it worked out. It was a combi- 
nation of the program starting to mature 
—the freshmen of three years ago becom- 
ing juniors and seniors—and the wish- 
bone. And I think the coaching staff 
helped more than anything. It’s such a 
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mature staff; they came in and coached 
us,” 

When Colorado started the 1985 season 
with wins over Colorado State and Oregon 
—the latter game capped by a game- 
clinching goal-line stand—Remington 
could see a change in the players’ atti- 
tude. The Buffaloes lost to Ohio State in 
their third game, but they responded by 
beating Arizona on the road to go 3-1. 

“That proved we could play,” Reming- 
ton said. “We kept getting better after 
that, and confidence is everything.” 

When McCartney took over, he realized 
that it would take time to build confi- 
dence. His first step was to instill disci- 
pline. It wasn’t easy at first, but discipline 
has not been a problem since McCartney 
began bringing in his own recruits in 1983. 
Only six McCartney signees have left the 
program, two because of academic diffi- 
culties and two more who later opted for 
a smaller program. 

“We're lucky more kids didn’t leave out 
of frustration,” the coach said. “I think 
that tells you something about the kids 
and their character.” 

McCartney refused to call Colorado’s 
strict academic standards a deterrent to 
recruiting. “We had to build a different 
base academically,” he said, “because 
that’s why the numbers were down.” 

McCartney, recognized as one of col- 
lege football’s best recruiters while at 
Michigan, increased the program’s num- 
bers slowly but surely. He started by red- 
shirting all but three of his 1982 freshmen. 


He then sought out—and, for the most 
part, successfully acquired—players with 
both athletic and academic prowess. He 
also re-established Colorado's in-state 
base, which had been eroded during his 
predecessor’s era. 

Though his work did not produce imme- 
diate strides, McCartney never lost faith. 
Just “let me see my first class all the way 
through graduation,” he asked, but he ad- 
mitted later, “There was a point when I 
wasn’t sure I'd have the time.” 

That point was reached during the 1-10 
1984 season. But, surprisingly, new Athlet- 
ic Director Bill Marolt extended McCart- 
ney’s contract, which now runs through 
the 1987 season. 

McCartney finally reached the NCAA 
scholarship limit of 95 players last fall. 
The previous spring had been “the first 
time we had competition at all positions, 
and that’s the basis for any team making 
improvement,” he said. 

A well-conceived offense doesn’t hurt, 
either, and by 1985, McCartney had dis- 
covered the wishbone. “That’s the smart- 
est thing I’ve done since I’ve been here,” 
he said. 

After carefully studying the variety of 
available option offenses, he became con- 
vinced that the wishbone best suited his 
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talent—a pair of bruising fullbacks, Anth- 
ony Weatherspoon and Eric McCarty, and 
quarterback Mark Hatcher, all sopho- 
mores in 1985. McCartney was so sold on 
the formation, which seemed perfect for a 
team hoping to become competitive in the 
run-conscious Big Eight, that he moved 
senior-to-be Ron Brown, an all-conference 
wide receiver, to halfback. 

It was a bold move, considering that 
only one member of the coaching staff 
had previous wishbone experience. But 
McCartney found a number of learned 
wishbone coaches willing to share their 
expertise. 

“There’s a fraternity of wishbone teams 
in the country,” he said. “With the excep- 
tion of (Big Eight rival) Oklahoma, all the 
rest of them went out of their way to help 
us make that adjustment. (Arkansas 
Coach Ken) Hatfield flew in. So did Larry 
Lacewell of Arkansas State.’’ Plus, 
McCartney had constant contact with 
Fisher DeBerry’s Air Force staff 100 miles 
south of Boulder. 

“That was a significant part of our tran- 
sition,” he said. 

The statistical improvement was dra- 
matic. Though the wishbone often sput- 
tered—particularly when Hatcher missed 
the better part of four games late in the 


season with a fractured ankle—Colorado 
rose from last in rushing in 1984 among 
the 105 Division I teams to ninth in 1985. 
The Buffs gained an average of 259.8 
yards per game in '85, compared with a 
59.9-yard average the year before. 

Three Colorado players—Hatcher, 
Brown and Weatherspoon—nearly 
matched that latter figure with their indi- 
vidual statistics last year. As suggested by 
Hatcher’s team-leading rushing average 
of 53.9 yards, no one runner dominated 
the Buffs’ ground game. 

Equally important to Colorado’s turn- 
around was its dramatic improvement in 
rushing defense, which went from 102nd 
nationally in 1984 to 37th. McCartney’s in- 
stitution of a rigid strength program upon 
his arrival in Boulder was partly responsi- 
ble as the players’ work in the weight 
room began to pay dividends. Regular 
workouts against the team’s all-new run- 
ning offense also helped. The most im- 
proved areas of the Buffalo defense were 
the line, where Kyle Rappold, Don Fair- 
banks and Curt Koch were impressive, 
and the inside linebacking, where Rem- 
ington finally stayed healthy for a whole 
season and got excellent support from 
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Don DeLuzio. All but Fairbanks will be 
back this season. 

Though McCartney had widened Colo- 
rado’s recruiting base early in his tenure 
at Boulder, it wasn’t until the Buffs went 
7-4 and appeared in the Freedom Bowl 
that he was able to compete on an equal 
basis for national blue-chip prospects. His 
1986 freshman class, which includes such 
wishbone backfield standouts as runners 
J.J. Flannigan and 0O.C. Oliver and quar- 
terback Sal Aunese, clearly is his finest. 

All this change bodes well for Colorado, 
but the questions remain: What record 
will be good enough in 1986? Is McCartney 
under more pressure to improve on a 7-4 
record? 

“More than there was?” he asked in- 
credulously. “Obviously, if we don’t con- 
tinue to make improvement, I’m going to 
be very much disappointed. By no stretch 
of the imagination do I think last year was 
a fluke, and to go beyond that is very 
much within the framework of what we're 
working for.” 

Staying competitive is his primary goal. 

“Anything less than that would be a dis- 
appointment,” McCartney said. “Improv- 
ing our record will take a real united ef- 
fort, and some breaks along the way.” 


By DENNIS DODD 


Among sports fans, Keith Jackson is a 
household name. Almost anyone who oc- 
casionally flips on the TV on a Saturday 
afternoon in the fall can identify him as 
the ABC announcer who does the play-by- 
play for that network’s college football 
broadcasts. 

But there’s another Keith Jackson in 
the realm of college football, a tight end 
extraordinaire from Oklahoma, and this 
21-year-old athlete would like a little 
name recognition. 

He deserves it. For example, did you 
know that the “other” Keith Jackson: 

e Had the fifth-longest run in Sooner 
history? 

© Had the longest run in Oklahoma’s na- 
tional championship season last year? 

e@Led the Sooners, who ran nearly 
seven times more often than they threw, 
in receiving? 

@ Is 6-foot-3, 241 pounds—just perfect for 
a pro-type tight end these days? 

@ May challenge ABC’s golden throat 
for his job? 

“T think I should be nominated for the 
Heisman around here,” Jackson said after 
his 88-yard touchdown run against Ne- 
braska helped to clinch a berth in the Or- 
ange Bowl for Oklahoma. “I think that re- 


Offensive guard Anthony Phil- 
lips (above) and tight end 
Keith Jackson are part of 
Oklahoma’s large stable of 
thoroughbreds. 
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verse should be a major part of the 
playbook. Coach Switzer could probably 
have scored on that.” 

Good analysis, Keith. Indeed, with the 
Cornhuskers in shock at the sight of a 241- 
pound tight end scooting downfield like a 
halfback, Barry Switzer probably could 
have scored on that play. 

“He was pretty near the whole differ- 
ence in our game,” Nebraska Coach Tom 
Osborne said. “You normally don’t have a 
tight end rush for 136 yards (on just three 
carries). He reminds me a great deal of 
Junior Miller. We hope it doesn’t happen 
to that extent again.” 

Down in Miami, it did. With the Sooners 
facing a third-and-24 predicament at their 
own 33-yard line, Jackson cut into the 
open across the middle, hauled in a pass 
from Jamelle Holieway and scampered 
the rest of the way for a touchdown 
against Penn State. That dazzler gave 
Oklahoma a 10-7 lead, and the Sooners 
went on to win the Orange Bowl, 25-10, 
and the national championship. 

Despite these impressive moments, the 
Keith Jackson most folks have heard of 
still is the one who sits in a booth over- 
looking the gridiron. Maybe it’s because 
the less famous Keith Jackson has caught 
just 35 passes in his two collegiate sea- 
sons. Plenty of folks have caught more 
than that. But if he keeps making the 
most of his chances by turning in the big 
play on a good percentage of those oppor- 
tunities, maybe the junior from Oklahoma 
will develop a following of his own. 

For example, with Oklahoma trailing 
Texas, 7-0, Jackson took a short pass from 
quarterback Troy Aikman and turned it 
into a 43-yard gain. The Sooners went on 
to score on that series and eventually 
won, 14-7. He made a couple of unbeliev- 
able catches against Missouri, wrestling 
the ball away from Tiger defenders to 
make long gains each time, and wound up 
with five catches for 133 yards and one 
touchdown. For the season, the All-Big 
Eight pick averaged a stunning 24.3 yards 
on 20 receptions and scored twice. And his 
blocking was superb. 

A number of major schools tried to en- 
tice Jackson to come to their campuses, 
but the Little Rock, Ark., native opted for 
Oklahoma, despite the Sooners’ well- 
known penchant for running the ball. 
That’s because only Oklahoma promised 
it would win. 

“When you go into a game at Oklaho- 
ma, you expect to win,” Jackson said. 
“The other team knows deep down inside 
that Oklahoma is a great team and is a 
winner. They go into a game thinking, ‘If 
we win, great, but I don’t feel we’re going 
to.’ The tradition is intimidating and 
knocks a lot of teams off balance.” 

A lot of teams in the Big Eight Confer- 
ence may keep reeling this fall. The Okla- 
homa stable of stars is back in full force 
with the nation’s best defense and per- 


haps the Sooners’ best wishbone quarter- 
back ever. 

That signal-caller wasn’t discovered 
until Aikman broke his ankle during the 
Sooners’ only loss of 1985, a 27-14 setback 
against Miami (Fla.). Switzer had to hasti- 
ly insert an untested freshman named Ho- 
lieway. Jamelle started the next eight 
games and established a school record for 
single-game total offense and an unwrit- 
ten record for fastest development by a 
freshman. He was named the all-confer- 
ence quarterback. 

With Holieway, Jackson and 16 other 
starters back, Oklahoma is easily the fa- 
vorite for the Big Eight title, the Orange 
Bowl and another shot at the national 
championship. Switzer gave his players 
the scent for another title when he distrib- 
uted the national championship rings dur- 
ing spring practice. 

“He didn’t just hand out the rings,” said 
Pat Hanlon, Oklahoma’s football sports in- 
formation director. ‘“‘He challenged 
them.” 

Holieway will direct the purest Oklaho- 
ma wishbone since the days of Billy Sims. 
Don’t expect much of an aerial display be- 
cause the Sooners can run around or over 
opponents. Jackson is proof of that. 

Holieway, who averaged 95.7 yards per 
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game, keeps teams on edge with his out- 
side speed. Meanwhile, fullback Lydell 
Carr, who rushed for 735 yards a year ago, 
is a bruiser up the middle. And Switzer 
has a pair of speedy halfbacks in 5-7 soph- 
omore Anthony Stafford and junior Pat- 
rick Collins. 

The only senior among the top six run- 
ning backs is Spencer Tillman, who be- 
came the only freshman in Oklahoma his- 
tory to rush for 1,000 yards in 1983. 
Injuries have dotted his career since then, 
but he still could be a big contributor. 

Just to keep defenses honest, Switzer 
has an outside receiving threat in senior 
Derrick Shepard, a small but shifty split 
end. 

Holieway will be working behind an 
outstanding line that returns standout 
guards Mark Hutson and Anthony Phil- 
lips, tackle Greg Johnson and center 
Travis Simpson. The only loss offensively 
was tackle Eric Pope. 

On those occasions when the Sooners 
fail to put the ball in the end zone, Switzer 
can count on senior Tim Lashar to put 
points on the board. The placekicker was 
successful on 15 of 21 field goals and all 43 
extra-point tries in ’85. 

The Sooner defense lost consensus All- 
America noseguard Tony Casillas, All- 


America end Kevin Murphy and tackle 
Jeff Tupper, but that defense was so far 
ahead of the college football world last 
year it may not matter. 

Really, all the defense lacks is a cameo 
role for consensus All-America linebacker 
Brian Bosworth in the next “Rambo” 
flick. Bosworth’s cocky playing and life 
styles received national attention during 
the Orange Bowl, but he backs up the 
image with a mad-dog field performance 
that rivals any of the linebacking greats. 
He led the nation’s best defense (193.5 
yards per game) with 131 tackles last fall. 

“Under no circumstances do we ever 
get intimidated,” Bosworth said. “You're 
not just out there to be pushed around. If 
we get rattled or flustered, we just play a 
little harder.” 

If Oklahoma has a weakness, it is in the 
defensive line, where Casillas, Reed and 
Tupper will be missed. Sophomore Cur- 
tice Williams, who filled in creditably 
when Casillas was injured last season, will 
take over at noseguard, while tackle Rich- 
ard Reed and end Troy Johnson will plug 
the other holes. They will work alongside 
returning starters Steve Bryan and Dar- 
rell Reed, an all-conference end. 
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Safeties Sonny Brown (who intercepted 
two passes in the Orange Bowl) and Ricky 
Dixon and cornerback Ledell Glenn key a 
strong secondary. 

Oklahoma was the only team that man- 
aged to shut down Nebraska’s nation- 
leading running game last year. The 
Cornhuskers ran over everyone else, and 
that should be the case again as they try 
to rebound from a 9-3 overall record, their 
worst since 1981. 

Part of the reason Nebraska did not 
enjoy greater success was its quarterback 
situation. Neither McCathorn Clayton nor 
Travis Turner distinguished himself last 
fall. Freshman Steve Taylor then got a 
chance in the Fiesta Bowl and nearly ral- 
lied the Cornhuskers from a 27-14 deficit. 
The battle this year is between Taylor 
and Clayton, who had the second-lowest 
completion percentage (35.9 percent) of 
any Big Eight starter in ’85. 

“Early in the year we'll try to play two 
quarterbacks,” Osborne said. “In terms of 
physical skills, Steve is right up there with 
the best we’ve ever had.” 

The running game should be Nebras- 
ka’s strong point again. All-Big Eight I- 
back Doug DuBose was the league’s sec- 
ond-leading rusher with 1,161 yards, and 
he will be backed up by speedy Keith 
(End Zone) Jones. Several candidates are 
on hand to succeed Tom Rathman at full- 
back. 

Wingback Von Sheppard, a Johnny 
Rodgers type of player, heads an experi- 
enced corps of receivers. The offensive 
line must be rebuilt, but it will be done 
with mostly seniors and should be a typi- 
cal beefed-up Cornhusker front. Guard 
John McCormick and tackle Tom Welter 
are the returning starters, while guard 
Stan Parker saw plenty of action as a 
part-time starter and backup last year. 
Tackle Rob Maggard and center Mark 
Cooper, both seniors, are the other likely 
Starters. 

Like Oklahoma, Nebraska has a top- 
notch placekicker in all-conference pick 
Dale Klein. He converted 13 of 20 field- 
goal attempts in ’85, including an NCAA 
record seven of seven against Missouri. 

The Nebraska defense has plenty of ex- 
perienced players, but Osborne would like 
one more: Marc Munford, who underwent 
knee surgery late last season. Munford, 
one of the league’s best linebackers, is ex- 
pected to return but will not practice until 
August. The Huskers have another good 
linebacker in senior Kevin Parsons. 

With Casillas gone to the pros, middle 
guard Danny Noonan may be ready to as- 
sume All-America status. He will be 
flanked by tackle Chris Spachman, but de- 
fensive end could be a problem for Ne- 
braska. 

Six of the Huskers’ top eight defensive 
backs return to give Nebraska its best sec- 
ondary in years. Safety Brian Washington 
and cornerback Brian Davis head that 


unit. 

A year ago, one would have been con- 
sidered foolish to pick Colorado to finish 
in the first division. But thanks primarily 
to Coach Bill McCartney’s decision to use 
the wishbone, the Buffaloes improved 
from 1-10 to 7-4 in one year and received a 
berth in the Freedom Bowl, where they 
barely lost to Washington. 

“A year ago we were trying to get any- 
body who would listen,” McCartney said. 
“People were passing judgment on us, I 
thought, prematurely.” 

A few more people—namely recruits— 
are listening now that Colorado is coming 
off its first bowl game appearance since 
1977. Among McCartney’s biggest catches 
were Sal Aunese, one of the country’s top 
option quarterbacks, and speedy halfback 
J.J. Flannigan, both Californians. 

McCartney’s wishbone should be effec- 
tive again with the return of seven start- 
ers, including quarterback Mark Hatcher 
(whose running is much better than his 
passing), fullback Anthony Weatherspoon 
and halfback Sam Smith. That combina- 
tion pushed the running game from last 
among 105 Division I-A schools in 1984 to 
ninth in ’85. 

Now that McCartney has established 
Colorado as a running threat, he is trying 
to bring balance to the offense by improv- 
ing what was the Big Eight’s worst pass- 
ing attack last fall. Tight end Jon Embree 
is Hatcher’s most dependable receiver. 

McCartney’s wishbone may struggle for 
a while behind a line that lost two fine 
starters in Junior Ili and James Webb. But 
senior Eric Coyle should emerge as one of 
the finest centers in the nation. 

Missouri Coach Woody Widenhofer 
shed additional light on the value of the 
wishbone to Colorado. “The wishbone not 
only helped their offense,” he said, “‘it 
helped their defense because it was on the 
field less.” 

It seemed to help. Colorado held oppo- 
nents to less than 15 points seven times in 
’85. Eight of those starters are back, mak- 
ing defense a Buffalo strong point. 

Leading that unit are linebackers Barry 
Remington, who led the team with 162 
tackles as a junior, and his inside running 
mate, Don DeLuzio. The backfield is capa- 
bly staffed with safeties Mickey Pruitt and 
Rodney Rogers. The only potential weak 
spot defensively is the line, which could 
suffer from a lack of depth. 

The star of the nation’s best punting 
game is back for his junior year. Barry 
Helton averaged 46 yards per punt and 
earned consensus All-America honors. 

McCartney is hoping that all this talent 
and confidence will translate into even 
more victories this fall. He believes this is 
a key season for the Buffs. 

“T'd like to see next year's team get ina 
bowl game,” he said. “Then I think we 
could be in a bow! game every year.” 

If Colorado makes that kind of improve- 
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ment, it could supplant Oklahoma State as 
the next challenger to the Nebraska-Okla- 
homa dominance of the Big Eight. 

Cowboys Coach Pat Jones had an 18-3 
record and a Gator Bowl victory to his 
credit entering the 10th game of his sec- 
ond season, but something funny hap- 
pened on the way to the Orange Bowl. 
The lack of depth experts had talked 
about finally showed as Oklahoma State 
lost its last three games, including the 
Gator Bowl to Florida State. 

The future, all of a sudden, is grim. Con- 
sensus All-America Leslie O’Neal and 
John Washington, a tough pair of defen- 
sive linemen, used up their eligibility. The 
damage report shows no returning start- 
ers at six of the front seven defensive po- 
sitions. 

“T don't know if we can replace them,” 
Jones said of Washington and O'Neal. 
“We're pretty raw around here. We have 
never had much depth in the defensive 
line.” 

Jones doesn’t have to worry about his 
secondary, however, as all four starters 
return. In All-America Mark Moore and 
All-Big Eight Mike Hudson, the Cowboys 
have the best set of safeties in the confer- 
ence. Sophomore Melvin Gilliam returns 
at cornerback, but Jones was trying him 
at quarterback in the spring. 

That experiment may light a fire under 
Ronnie Williams. When he had time to 
throw, Williams showed perhaps the 
strongest arm in the conference, though 
he was inconsistent. The junior runs the 
option well, but Jones would like to see his 
passing (47.2 percent) improve. 

Williams has a pair of able receivers in 
senior Bobby Riley (33 catches for 610 
yards) and sophomore Hart Lee Dykes. 
But the amount of protection he'll be af- 
forded is in question with the loss of four 
starting linemen. 

The Cowboys’ biggest offensive threat 
is tailback Thurman Thomas, who led the 
league with 1,553 yards rushing and 16 
touchdowns a year ago. He earned con- 
sensus All-America honors as a sopho- 
more last fall. 

Jones enjoyed a fine recruiting year, 
much coming at the expense of schools in 
Texas. Oklahoma State landed eight of the 
top 30 Texas prospects listed by the Dallas 
Morning News. 

Recruiting wasn't a problem for Kan- 
sas Coach Bob Valesente. Neither was 
much else for Valesente, who slipped 
comfortably into his first head coaching 
position when Mike Gottfried left in early 
December to replace Foge Fazio at Pitts- 
burgh. 

Except for the nameplate on the 
coach’s desk, things are pretty much the 
same at Kansas, which went 4-6-1, 5-6 and 
6-6 during Gottfried’s three seasons. Vale- 
sente, a 21-year veteran of college and pro 
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Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
MICKEY PRUITT 


TERRENCE ANTHONY 


Cornerback 

JEFF BRASWELL 

Linebacker 

DENNIS GIBSON 

Linebacker 

HERBERT JOHNSON 

Wide Receiver Missouri 
STEVE VANDEGRIFT 

Linebacker Missouri 
TONY VANZANT 

Running Back Missouri 
DARRELL WALLACE 


Running Back Missouri 


BRIAN DAVIS 


Cornerback 


MARC MUNFORD 


Linebacker Nebraska 


KEVIN PARSONS 


Linebacker Nebraska 


Nebraska 
CHRIS SPACHMAN 
Defensive Tackle Nebraska 
STEVE TAYLOR 
Quarterback 
TOM WELTER 
Offensive Tackle 
DERRICK SHEPARD 
Split End 
SPENCER TILLMAN 
Halfback 
' MELVIN GILLIAM 
) 2 SS 9 Defensive Back/ Quarterback 
Colorado safety Mickey Pruitt. BOBBY RILEY 
Split End 
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COLORADO 


Coach: Bill McCartney ( 14-30-1, 4 years) 
1985 Record: 7-4; Big Eight: 4-3/T3rd. 
Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Loy Alexander, SE; Ron Brown, 
HB; Don Fairbanks, DT; Junior Ili, OG; Dan 
McMillen, LB; Lyle Pickens, CB; James Webb, 
OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Eric Coyle, C, 
6-2/270, Sr.; Jon Embree, TE, 6-2/225, Sr.; 
Mark Hatcher, QB, 6-0/ 190, Jr.; Pat Ryan, T, 
6-3/270, Jr.; Sam Smith, HB, 6-2/205, Jr.; 
Chris Symington, G, 6-2/270, Jr.; Anthony 
Weatherspoon, FB, 6-0/235, Jr. Defense (8): 
Don DeLuzio, LB, 6-2/220, Jr.; Curt Koch, T, 
6-7/260, Jr.; Mickey Pruitt, S, 6-1/195, Jr.; 
Kyle Rappold, NT, 5-11/245, Jr.; Barry Rem- 
ington, LB, 6-4/225, Sr.; Rodney Rogers, S, 6- 
0/180, Jr.; Darin Schubeck, LB, 6-2/205, Sr.; 
Solomon Wilcots, CB, 5- 10/175, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Jo Jo Collins, SE, Jr.; Dean 
Davis, OG, Soph.; Steve DeLine, K, Soph.; Don 
Dyson, HB, Jr.; Barry Helton, P, Jr.; Mike Mar- 
quez, HB, Jr.; Joe McCreary, OT, Jr.; Tom 
Reinhardt, LB, Soph.; Conley Smith, LB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Sal Aunese, QB; J.J. Flanni- 
gan, HB; Dave McCloughan, RB; Darrin Mui- 
lenburg, OL; O.C. Oliver, HB; Okland Salavea, 
DT. 


IOWA STATE 


Coach: Jim Criner (11-20-2, 3 years; 70-41-3 
overall, 10 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6; Big Eight: 3-4/5th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jim Luebbers, LB; Anthony 
Mayze, S; Lester Williams, DE; Jeff Wodka, TE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Alex Espino- 
za, QB, 6-1/183, Sr.; Eric Huhndorf, G, 6- 
4/272, Sr.; Andrew Jackson, TB, 5-10/185, 
Sr.; Vince Jasper, G, 6-3/260, Sr.; Channon 
Mawdsley, C, 6-3/259, Sr.; Hughes Suffren, 
SE, 6-3/188, Jr. Defense (7): Terrence Anth- 
ony, CB, 5-10/183, Sr.; Bill Berthusen, T, 6- 
5/286, Sr.; Jeff Braswell, LB, 6-1/224, Sr.; 
Kevin Colon, S, 6-0/180, Sr.; Dennis Gibson, 
LB, 6-3/225, Sr.; Greg Liter, T, 6-6/260, Sr.; 
Milon Pitts, CB, 6-0/ 183, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Dave Benoit, TE, Soph.; Derek 
DeGennaro, QB, Jr.; Jeff Dole, S, Soph.; Rick 
Frank, K, Sr.; Joe Henderson, FB, Soph.; Brett 
Lawrence, OT, Sr.; Chris Moore, LB, Jr.; Tom 
Niggeling, LB, Soph. (RS); Dan Poprilo, FB, 
Jr.; Brian Reffner, S, Sr.; Randy Richards, LB, 
Sr.; Marques Rodgers, RB, Soph.; Dennis 
Ross, FL, Soph.; Keith Sims, OT, Soph.; Tom 
Stawniak, TE, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Eddie Brown, SE (JC); Mi- 
chael Brown, RB; John Sandbloom, DT (JC); 
Tom Schulting, SE (JC). 


KANSAS 


Coach: Bob Valesente (first year at Kansas) 
1985 Record: 6-6; Big Eight: 2-5/6th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Dan Crossman, CB (transferred, 
Pittsburgh); Richard Estell, SE; Travis Hardy, 
S; Sandy McGee, WR; Mike Norseth, QB; Skip 
Peete, WR; Willie Pless, LB; Robert Tucker, DT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Jim Davis, T, 
6-6/260, Jr.; Bryan Howard, T, 6-5/250, Sr.; 
Paul Oswald, C/G, 6-4/260, Sr. (missed sev- 
eral games w/knee injury); Bob Pieper, T, 6- 
5/270, Sr. Defense (7): Eldridge Avery, NT, 6- 
3/250, Jr.; Rick Bredesen, LB, 6-1/215, Jr.; 
Phil Forte, E, 6-3/240, Sr.; Milt Garner, CB, 5- 
11/180, Jr.; Kevin Harder, S, 6-2/185, Sr.; 
John Randolph, LB, 6- 1/225, Sr.; Darnell Wil- 
liams, LB, 6-2/228, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Carlos Barrow, LB, Soph.; 
Derek Berry, S, Jr.; Tony Berry, CB, Sr.; Guy 
Gamble, DT, Sr. (RS); Mark Henderson, FB, 
Sr.; Marvin Mattox, S, Jr.; Steve Nave, NT, Sr.; 
Mike Orth, QB, Jr. (RS); Tom Quick, QB, Sr.; 
Mike Rogers, TB, Jr.; Jim Shannon, OG, Soph.; 
Willie Vaughn, FL, Soph.; Wayne Ziegler, S, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Mike Fisher, CB (JC); Rod- 
ney Harris, WR, (transfer, Drake); Brad Hinkle, 
DB; Tim Ledford, RB (JC); Scott Schriner, TB 
(JC); Craig Stoppel, OL. 


Kansas’ Rick Bredesen. 


KANSAS STATE 


Coach: Stan Parrish (first year at Kansas 
State; 55- 11-2 overall, 7 years) 

1985 Record: 1-10; Big Eight: 1-6/T7th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Gerald Alphin, SE; David Ast, CB; 
Jack Epps, S; George Fowler, DT; Curtis 
Hughes, DT; Barton Hundley, S; John Kendrick, 
TB; Les Miller, DT; Renneth Reed, DT; Tim 
Stone, OT; Dick Warren, FL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Bob Bessert, 
G, 6-2/273, Sr.; Kent Dean, TE, 6-4/224, Jr.; 
Rocky Dvorak, T, 6-5/279, Sr.; Todd Elder, FL, 
6-3/195, Jr.; Randy Williams, QB, 6-2/206, 
Jr.; Ray Wilson, FB, 6- 1/206, Jr. Defense (5): 
Kevin Humphrey, E, 6-3/227, Sr.; Jeff Hurd, E, 
6-2/246, Sr.; Brad Lambert, CB, 5- 10/175, Jr.; 
Tim MacDonald, NG/LB, 6-3/234, Jr.; David 
Wallace, LB, 6- 1/214, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Dwayne Castille, LB, Jr.; Brent 
Cotton, S, Jr.; Brian Curry, OG, Soph.; Rob 
Goode, C, Soph.; Travis Moody, TB, Sr.; Grady 
Newton, DE, Jr. (RS); Dimitrie Scott, DB, 
Soph.; Matt Wallerstedt, LB, Jr.; Mark Wentzel, 
SE, Soph.; John Welch, QB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Dewayne Baziel, LB (RS); 
Matt Garver, OG (JC/RS); Willie Halliburton, 
DB (JC); Tim Hanson, QB (JC); Charlie Mick- 
ens, DE (RS); David Poague, DB (JC); Vic 
Walters, WR (JC). 


MISSOURI 


Coach: Woody Widenhofer (1-10, 1 year) 
1985 Record: 1-10; Big Eight: 1-6/T7th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense; 3-4, 

Key Loss: Marlon Adler, QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): John Clay, T, 
6-5/270, Sr.; Herbert Johnson, WR, 5- 11/183, 
Sr.; Dal Lockwood, C, 6-5/270, Sr.; Victor 
Moore, WR, 5-10/170, Jr.; Phil Pettey, G, 6- 
4/270, Sr.; Jeff Rigman, G, 6-2/266, Jr.; Dar- 
rell Wallace, RB, 5-7/167, Jr. Defense (7): 
Dick Chapura, E, 6-3/260, Sr.; Darryl Darling, 
NT, 6-2/239, Soph.; Stan Long, S, 6-0/182, 
Soph.; Erik McMillan, S, 6-2/192, Jr.; Bo Sher- 
rill, LB, 6-2/232, Sr.; Steve Vandegrift, LB, 6- 
4/237, Soph.; Terry Walker, LB, 6-1/205, 
Soph. 

Key Returnees: Ronnie Cameron, QB, Soph.; 
Joe Close, TE, Sr.; Gary Justis, LB, Sr. (RS); 
Kenny King, CB, Soph.; Patrick Overshown, 
WR, Soph.; Pat Ray, CB, Soph. (RS/ham- 
string); Jon Redd, FB, Sr.; Michael Scott, FB, 
Sr.; Mike Vestweber, LB, Sr. (RS); Scott Vol- 
let, DE, Sr.; Tom Whelihan, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Maurice Caracter, LB (JC); 
Brent Cook, QB (RS); Jeff Cross, DE (JC); 
Lee Johnson, LB (RS); Darren MacDonald, LB 
(RS); Brent Peterson, TE (transfer, Drake); 
Ted Romney, OT (transfer, Drake); Tony Van- 
Zant, RB. 
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NEBRASKA 


Coach: Tom Osborne (127-30-2, 13 years) 
1985 Record: 9-2; Big Eight: 6-1/2nd. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Brian Blankenship, OG; Chad 
Daffer, LB; Mike Knox, LB; Bill Lewis, C; Tom 
Rathman, FB; Jim Skow, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): McCathorn 
Clayton, QB, 6-0/195, Jr.; Doug DuBose, IB, 
5-11/190, Sr.; John McCormick, G, 6-0/250, 
Jr.; Robb Schnitzler, SE, 5-9/170, Sr.; Tom 
Welter, T, 6-4/275, Sr. Defense (6): Brian 
Davis, CB, 6-3/195, Sr.; Marc Munford, LB, 6- 
2/230, Sr.; Danny Noonan, MG, 6-4/280, Sr.; 
Bryan Siebler, S, 5- 11/195, Sr.; Chris Spach- 
man, DT, 6-5/250, Sr.; Brian Washington, S, 
6-1/220, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Tom Banderas, TE, Jr.; Dana 
Brinson, WB, Soph.; Mike Carl, CB, Sr.; LeRoy 
Etienne, LB, Soph.; Steve Forch, LB, Sr.; Tony 
Holloway, DE, Sr.; Keith Jones, IB, Jr.; Lee 
Jones, DT, Jr.; Ken Kaelin, FB, Sr.; Dale Klein, 
K, Sr.; Stan Parker, OG, Sr.; Kevin Parsons, 
LB, Sr.; Von Sheppard, WB, Jr.; Neil Smith, DT, 
Jr.; Steve Taylor, QB, Soph.; Broderick Thom- 
as, DE, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Charles Fryar, CB (RS); 
Tyreese Knox, RB (RS); John Kroeker, P 
(RS); Jeff Mills, DE; Lawrence Pete, MG (RS); 
Terry Rodgers, RB. 


OKLAHOMA 


Coach: Barry Switzer (126-24-4, 13 years) 
1985 Record: 10-1; Big Eight: 7-0/ 1st. 
Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Tony Casillas, NG; Kevin Murphy, 
DE; Eric Pope, OT; Jeff Tupper, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Lydell Carr, 
FB, 6-2/215, Jr.; Jamelle Holieway, QB, 5- 
11/175, Soph.; Mark Hutson, G, 6-4/280, Jr.; 
Keith Jackson, TE, 6-3/241, Jr.; Greg John- 
son, T, 6-4/303, Jr.; Leon Perry, HB, 6-1/22C, 
Soph.; Anthony Phillips, G/T, 6-3/274, Soph.; 
Derrick Shepard, SE, 5-11/186, Sr.; Travis 
Simpson, C, 6-3/263, Sr.; Spencer Tillman, 
HB, 5-11/203, Sr. Defense (8): Brian Bos- 
worth, LB, 6-2/234, Jr.; Sonny Brown, S, 6- 
2/190, Sr.; Steve Bryan, T, 6-3/254, Sr.; Ricky 
Dixon, S, 5-10/180, Jr.; Ledell Glenn, CB, 5- 
11/185, Sr.; Paul Migliazzo, LB, 6-1/222, Sr.; 
Tony Rayburn, S, 6-3/ 194, Sr.; Darrell Reed, E, 
6-3/211, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Patrick Collins, HB, Jr.; Troy 
Johnson, DE, Jr.; Dante Jones, LB, Jr.; Tim La- 
shar, K, Sr.; Richard Marks, OT, Jr.; Eric Mit- 
chel, QB, Soph.; Richard Reed, DT, Sr.; Anth- 
ony Stafford, HB, Soph.; Damon Stell, HB, Jr.; 
Derrick White, CB, Soph.; Curtice Williams, 
NG, Soph.; Mike Winchester, P, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Duncan Parham, TE (trans- 
fer, Florida). 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


Coach: Pat Jones (18-6, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; Big Eight: 4-3/T3rd. 
Offense: |- formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Rickey Adams, LB; Paul Blair, OT; 
James Ham, LB; Leslie O'Neal, DT; Harry Rob- 
erts, DE; Chuck Shanklin, OT; Warren Thomp- 
son, DE; David Tucker, C; John Washington, 
NG; Terry Wemer, SE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): J.R. Dillard, 
TE, 6-4/245, Jr.; Doug Meacham, G, 6-3/240, 
Jr.; Bobby Riley, SE, 5-9/170, Sr.; Thurman 
Thomas, TB, 5-11/191, Jr.; Will Timmons, FB, 
6-0/222, Sr.; Ronnie Williams, QB, 6-4/210, 
Jr. Defense (4): Melvin Gilliam, CB, 6-2/ 170, 
Soph.; Mike Hudson, S, 6-0/205, Sr.; Mark 
Moore, S, 6-0/194, Sr.; Demise Williams, CB, 
6-2/215, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Kenneth Brown, SE/TE, Sr.; 
Milton Cockrell, CB, Soph.; Kenneth Cumby, 
LB, Jr.; Hart Lee Dykes, SE, Soph.; Leonard 
Jackson, DT, Sr.; Marcus Jones, NG, Soph.; 
Curtis Luper, TB/SE, Soph.; Mitch Nash, TB, 
Soph.; Rusty Rankin, QB, Jr.; Bouncer Schiro, 
LB, Sr.; Ricky Shaw, DE, Jr.; Chris Stanley, OG, 
Soph.; Tony Wilkins, C, Sr.; Mike Wolfe, 
OG/TE, Soph.; Byron Woodard, OT, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: David Bailey, DT (RS); 
Thomas Caines, LB (JC); Jeff Patterson, DL 
(JC); Philip Pryor, L; Vance Vice, DT (RS). 


coaching, will use the same pro-style 
passing offense and low-key approach 
that Gottfried brought to Lawrence. 

The loss of most of the league’s No. 1 
passing game in '85 may make it difficult 
for Valesente to continue the Jayhawks’ 
steady improvement under Gottfried. 
Gone is quarterback Mike Norseth, who 
set Big Eight records for single-game 
passing (480 yards) and total offense (509 
yards). Kansas also is missing its top 
three receivers, 

But that could be a blessing in disguise. 
The complete lack of a running game 
made Norseth vulnerable to numerous 
blitzes and coverages that rendered him 
ineffective near the end of the year, when 
Kansas lost four straight games and any 
hope for an invitation to a bowl game 
after a 5-2 start. That void prompted the 
Jayhawks to shore up their ground attack. 

Valesente recruited two junior college 
transfers, tailback Scott Schriner and full- 
back Tim Ledford, to provide competition 
for returnees Mike Rogers and Mark Hen- 
derson. Rogers, a speedy junior tailback, 
rushed for 268 yards, but 84 of those came 
in the season opener against Hawaii. 

Norseth’s successor will be junior Mike 
Orth, who lists one redshirt year and 80 
total passes on his resume. His main tar- 
get will be sophomore Willie Vaughn. 

Orth will have the luxury of operating 
behind an experienced line—anchored by 
tackles Jim Davis and Bob Pieper—that 
returns 80 percent intact. 

The defense lost the Big Eight’s career- 
leading tackler, linebacker Willie Pless, 
but eight other starters return to provide 
experience. Surprisingly, the linebacking 
is solid with seniors Darnell Williams and 
John Randolph and junior Rick Bredesen. 

End Phil Forte heads a talented defen- 
sive line, while safety Wayne Ziegler 
sparks the secondary. 

At Iowa State, the competition at line- 
backer is so intense that second-team All- 
Big Eight pick Jeff Braswell had to share 
the top spot on the depth chart entering 
spring practice. For the first time since 
Coach Jim Criner took over four years 
ago, the Cyclones have depth. 

“When I came here, we had 71 players 
—with walk-ons,” Criner said. “We had 
110 players this spring. The average 
speed (in the 40-yard dash) was 5.5. Now 
it’s 5.01. Until players actually have some 
success, it’s hard to make them believe 
they can win.” 

By winning five games, including a sea- 
son-ending upset of Oklahoma State, to 
complete their best season since 1981, the 
Cyclones enter 1986 with more confi- 
dence. Leading the cast of returnees is a 
linebacking corps of Braswell, Dennis 
Gibson and Randy Richards. The Cy- 
clones also have excellent defensive 
depth up front and in the secondary, 
where cornerback Terrence Anthony is a 
standout. 
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Oklahoma State’s Mark Moor 
is one of the best safeties in the 
country. 


The offense will be directed by senior 
quarterback Alex Espinoza, who finished 
second to Norseth in passing yardage last 
year but connected on only 48.2 percent of 
his attempts and was intercepted 13 
times. 

Espinoza’s favorite target, tight end Jeff 
Wodka, is gone, but split end Hughes Suf- 
fren, who averaged 14 yards on 31 recep- 
tions last fall, should be ready to stand out 
in his junior season. Criner also brought in 
newcomer Tom Schulting, whose 93 re- 
ceptions set a national junior college rec- 
ord last year. 

Senior tailback Andrew Jackson leads 
the Iowa State ground attack. He will be 
running behind guard Vince Jasper and 
center Channon Mawdsley. 

In order to avoid another 1-10 disaster 
such as it suffered in '85, Kansas State 
replaced Jim Dickey with Stan Parrish, 
whose Marshall teams threw 852 passes 
over the last two seasons. Thundering 
Herd fans cheered their first winner in 
two decades when Parrish took over in 
1984. 

Parrish recruited smaller, quicker play- 
ers to run an offense that will pass nearly 
every down. In fact, the Wildcats prac- 
ticed only six basic running plays last 
spring. 

A number of offensive positions are up 
for grabs, including quarterback, where 
junior Randy Williams and senior John 
Welch will battle it out. The top receiver 
probably will be junior Todd Elder, while 


fullback Ray Wilson can handle the ball 
on the team’s few non-passing plays. 
Guard Bob Bessert bolsters an improved 
offensive line. 

The defense, which played fairly well a 
year ago considering that it spent a great 
deal of time on the field, will be led up 
front by ends Kevin Humphrey, who quit 
the team along with several other players 
during spring practice but later returned, 
and Jeff Hurd, The linebacking is fairly 
solid, but the secondary was decimated by 
graduation. 

Missouri’s 1-10 performance last sea- 
son was even more embarrassing than 
Kansas State’s, which had become accus- 
tomed to dreadful autumns. But the Tigers 
should be better in Widenhofer’s second 
season. 

The offensive line has three 270- 
pounders, including second-team All- 
America John Clay at tackle and Phil Pet- 
tey at guard. Behind them, sophomore 
quarterback Ronnie Cameron is over his 
spring arm trouble and has the speed on 
the corners to make the Tigers’ new op- 
tion offense go, assuming redshirt fresh- 
man Brent Cook doesn’t take the job away 
from him. 

Missouri scored its biggest recruiting 
coup ever when Widenhofer signed run- 
ning back Tony VanZant, who was widely 
considered the nation’s No. 1 high school 
athlete. VanZant will try to unseat junior 
Darrell Wallace, who became only the 
third 1,000-yard rusher in Missouri history 
when he gained 1,120 yards a year ago, 
but VanZant probably will be brought 
along slowly in order to gain confidence. 

The Tigers have a big-play receiver in 
Herbert (Junebug) Johnson, who caught 
49 passes for 806 yards in '85. They also 
have their best long-range placekicker 
ever, junior Tom Whelihan, who booted a 
school-record 54-yarder last year. 

The Tigers probably will record a few 
more victories if they improve on de- 
fense, That unit surrendered 31.1 points 
and 416.5 yards per game last fall. 

Widenhofer, who complained about the 
speed of the players he inherited from the 
previous regime and made a number of 
position changes to alleviate the problem, 
is hoping that the pieces are starting to 
fall into place. Dick Chapura found his 
niche at defensive end and was the team’s 
second-leading tackler with 98. Junior 
Erik McMillan (109 tackles) may yet fulfill 
the greatness expected of him as he 
moves to strong safety to take advantage 
of his speed and aggressiveness closer to 
the line of scrimmage. Stan Long was im- 
pressive as a freshman and will take over 
MeMillan’s former spot. And linebacker 
Steve Vandegrift appears ready to blos- 
som. @ 

Craig Harper covers college sports for the Boul- 
der Daily Camera. 


Dennis Dodd covers college sports for the Kansas 
City Star and Times. 
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The King Is Dead 


Cotton-Picking 
Upstarts Topple 
Texas From Top 


By KIRK BOHLS 


radually and with little fanfare, 
G football fans in the Southwest have 
witnessed a changing of the guard. 

Just where the transfer of power now 
rests may not be obvious. After all, sever- 
al schools can and have laid claim. But 
what appears equally clear is that domi- 
nation of the Southwest Conference foot- 
ball scene has shifted. 

The Texas Longhorns are no longer 
king of the hill. 

Perhaps there is no king. The last four 
seasons have seen four different schools 
in the Cotton Bowl as the SWC champion. 
While Texas was one of those teams, de- 
fending champion Texas A&M, perennial 
national power Southern Methodist, an- 
nual contender Arkansas, Houston and 
even up-and-coming Texas Christian have 
demonstrated a degree of parity in the 
league. 

Not that there weren’t signs of Texas’ 
slippage. One conference title in the last 
eight years is one. Another came last 
summer when Texas was picked fifth in 
some preseason polls and as low as sev- 
enth in others. 

True, the Longhorns could have re- 
turned to the Cotton Bowl had they not 
fallen apart in the second half and lost 
their season finale to the Aggies, 42-10. 
But being picked fifth in the first place is 
no compliment to a program. That simply 
means folks aren’t slobberin’ all over your 
talent. 

Make no mistake, the cupboard in Aus- 
tin isn’t bare—or even roomy, for that 
matter. Coach Fred Akers has the best 
collection of offensive talent that he has 
had in his 10 years at Texas, and the Long- 
horns are a legitimate threat to reach the 
Cotton Bowl for the first time since the 
1983 season. 

Akers himself has said as much. But 
then, he’d better. 

After a traumatic season in which his 
team suffered the most lopsided losses to 
SMU and Texas A&M in the history of 
those rivalries, four Longhorn assistants 
lost their jobs and Akers almost followed. 
The alumni are restless. 

Mac Rankin, a Dallas businessman and 
large donor to the Longhorn program, 
even offered to organize a fund-raising 
drive to buy out the final six years of 
Akers’ contract at $91,600. He was politely 
turned down. 

“It sounds like the program is pretty 
much in disarray to me,” Rankin said. 
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\ Texas, under Coach Fred § 
Akers, has lost its once-firm 
| grip on the conference title. 


“When Akers goes to Japan (for the Japan 
Bowl) the week before recruiting starts, 
that’s a helluva way to run a railroad. I 
think he’s doing a terrible job.” 

Besides that coaching staff shakeup, de- 
fensive coordinator David McWilliams 
left to become head coach at Texas Tech 
and took assistant John Mize—perhaps 
Akers’ best recruiter—with him. Long- 
time offensive line coach Leon Manley re- 
tired shortly thereafter. 

The firings were poorly timed, coming 
a few days after a 24-16 loss to Air Force 
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in the Bluebonnet Bowl. That episode, 
coupled with the disastrous loss to the 
Aggies on national television, conspired to 
deal Texas its worst recruiting campaign 
in a decade. 

Hurting for offensive linemen and line- 
backers, Akers signed seven unsung line- 
men and only one linebacker. That line- 
backer, Duane Duncum of Westlake High 
School outside Austin, happened to have a 
brother already playing for the Long- 
horns. 

Duncum became the lone player on the 
Dallas Times Herald’s blue-chip list to 
pick Texas, but then Akers signed only 
one the year before, too. Several top pros- 
pects in 1986 refused to even visit Austin, 
listing Akers’ reported job insecurity 
among a litany of excuses. Many top line- 
men have said they chose other schools 
because, unlike Texas, they emphasize 
the pass, which better grooms them for 
the National Football League. 

According to Southwest recruiting ex- 
pert Max Emfinger, these problems are 
symptomatic of a recruiting organization 
that has had none—organization, that is. 

“I think the whole bottom line is they 
don’t know what the hell they’re doing,” 
said Emfinger, who rated Texas’ 1986 
crop sixth in the nine-school SWC. “They 
have made some drastic strides and 
marked improvement with the new staff, 
but Texas’ recruiting has gone downhill 
every year. It’s gotten continually worse. 
They got some good players last time, but 
there’s no way to stretch the imagination 
that they had a great class, or even a real- 
ly good one.” 

Texas, the state university in perhaps 
the most fertile breeding ground of high 
school talent in the country, has been los- 
ing the recruiting wars to many league 
opponents. In addition, the Longhorns 
have been victimized by a sudden influx 
of out-of-state teams such as UCLA, Louisi- 
ana State and Iowa, not to mention the 
usual foreigners, Oklahoma and Oklaho- 
ma State. 

Texas A&M, which finished 10-2 after 
whipping Auburn in its first Cotton Bowl 
appearance in 18 years, cleaned up last 
February with the best recruiting haul in 
Coach Jackie Sherrill’s five classes. Okla- 
homa State, which took the top player in 
the state of Texas in both 1984 and ’85, 
raided the state again last winter. Baylor 
Coach Grant Teaff landed his biggest 
batch of heralded prospects, and TCU 
filled in with top linemen after harvesting 
a sterling ’85 crop of skill-position players. 

In short, the inroads into what had been 
Texas’ sacred domain have cut deeper. 
And it has shown on Saturdays in the fall. 

Since 1977, when Akers took over for 
legendary coach Darrell Royal, Texas has 
won only two SWC championships. The 
first came in Akers’ initial season, but his 
detractors point out that the title run 
came with Heisman Trophy winner Earl 


Campbell and the rest of Royal’s recruits. 
Texas has had only one 1,000-yard rusher 
since Campbell. 

Akers’ teams have been to nine consec- 
utive bowl games, but Texas’ record in 
them is an embarrassing 2-7, with the de- 
feats in ’77 and '83 costing the Longhorns 
national championships. 

Furthermore, in Texas’ last 17 games, 
the Longhorns are a modest 9-8. And in 
their last 10 games against opponents 
with a winning record, their record is a 
not-too-impressive 3-7. 

“Tf you look at Texas over a five- or 10- 
year period, it’s in a healthy state,” said 
DeLoss Dodds, Texas’ athletic director. 
“If you just look at the last two years, 
we're going through a little valley.” 

The trouble is, in the eyes of Texas fans, 
the Longhorns are not supposed to have 
valleys. Texas, after all, is Texas. The Cot- 
ton Bowl, where Royal took teams 10 
times, including six straight from 1969-74, 
is considered a Texas birthright. 

But Texas fans see red—and not just 
Cougar red—when they realize that up- 
start Houston has been to as many Cotton 
Bowls (three) as Texas since Akers’ first 
season. 

Akers’ team went 6-4-1 in 1984 and then 
was humiliated by Iowa, 55-17, in the 
Freedom Bow] for the school’s worst bowl 
defeat ever. The Longhorns’ 8-4 record 
last season (including their Bluebonnet 
Bow! loss) thus marked the first time they 
have suffered back-to-back four-loss sea- 
sons since 1965-67. 

“In sports, it’s generally what have you 
done lately,” Akers said, “meaning what 
did you do last week.” 

Akers’ backers point to his winning 
marks against archrival Oklahoma and 


Though many Texas fans have become disenchant- 
ed in recent years, the Longhorns and Coach Fred 
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every SWC opponent. His critics, however, 
inspect the last two seasons and notice 
that Akers’ teams are 0-1-1 against the 
Sooners, 1-1 vs. SMU, Houston and Baylor 
and 0-2 against the Aggies. 

The often understated complaint by 
those close to the Texas camp focuses on 
illegal recruiting practices that have 
placed the Longhorns at a disadvantage. 
Indeed, SMU was handed a three-year 
probation, TCU is getting an intense look 
from the NCAA and Texas A&M and 
Houston have undergone scrutiny for al- 
leged improprieties themselves. But even 
Texas has been placed under investiga- 
tion for reports of ticket-selling by players 
and cash payments to athletes by coaches 
and alumni. 

As troubling as any aspect of the Akers 
era has been his teams’ fast fades in No- 
vember. When the going gets tough near 
the end of the season, the Longhorns often 
fail to keep going. 

No team can promise faster starts, how- 
ever, than Texas. In his nine seasons, 
Akers has never lost a game in Septem- 
ber. Although a North Texas State and a 
Rice usually dot the early schedule, so do 
an Auburn and a Penn State. 

The theories as to why the Longhorns 
of September become the Wronghorns of 
November are many: 

eInjuries. Without question, mishaps 
have combined to dilute Texas’ effective- 
ness at times, especially at running back. 
Everyone from the highly touted A.J. 
(Jam) Jones to Edwin Simmons have 
teased but never completely fulfilled fans’ 
expectations before falling victim to in- 
juries. 

eTheir stature. Opponents gear up for 
their contest with Texas, so every game is 


Akers have had their moments, such as a 1984 vic- 
tory over preseason No. 1 selection Auburn. 


a big one for the Longhorns. The constant 
wear and tear of facing teams committed 
to a season-making upset takes its toll. 

eThe middle of the schedule. A murder- 
ous three-game swing each year with Ar- 
kansas sandwiched between Oklahoma 
and SMU—all on the road in odd years— 
flattens the Longhorns in midseason and 
does not allow them to recover. 

eThe end of the schedule. Texas’ last 
two games every year are against Baylor 
and Texas A&M. Waco has been the Long- 
horns’ personal Waterloo as the Bears 
have beaten Texas there five out of the 
last six times. Texas holds a commanding 
63-24-5 advantage over Texas A&M, but 
Sherrill has rebuilt the Aggies, who have 
won the last two meetings and four of the 
last seven. 

eAkers’ offense. Opponents find it easy 
to prepare for Texas’ highly predictable, 
run-oriented offense. 

All of the above are merely theories, 
but none has gained greater recent ac- 
ceptance than the last one. Former back- 
field coach Ronnie Thompson spewed out 
such angry convictions after being fired 
by Akers last January. He blasted Akers 
for running a “grab-bag offense” and his 
supposed failure to delegate authority or 
dole out credit. 

“Ron (Toman, the former offensive co- 
ordinator who also was fired) and I got to 
call a lot of plays on third-and-8, but on 
first and second down, it was a real cir- 
cus,” Thompson said. “Sometimes I won- 
dered why we even prepared a game 
plan. We wouldn’t stick with anything in a 
game long enough for it to be successful. 

“One of the things that really killed us 
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this year was our inability to score touch- 
downs from inside the 20. We usually set- 
tled for field goals. Fred called approxi- 
mately 82 percent of the plays inside the 
20. I know because I kept the charts.” 

Akers’ only reply to Thompson’s com- 
ments was brief. 

“I’m really sorry he’s got that problem, 
whatever it is.” 

Russell Hays, a senior wide receiver 
last season, echoed some of those same 
sentiments but added that the players 
should have taken more responsibility for 
the offense. 

“Obviously, our game plan was to run it 
down their throats,” Hays said. “We'd 
have a little success—enough to keep try- 
ing. Before you knew it, we'd have thrown 
one pass on third-and-long the first five or 
six series. 

“There were some jokes. We had just 
kicked a third field goal in the Bluebonnet 
Bowl. One lineman said: ‘We've got eight 
minutes to go, and we've got to have two 
more field goals. I think we can do it.’” 

Senior placekicker Jeff Ward, who 
kicked a school-record 19 field goals a 
year ago, said he thinks the Longhorns 
are simply going through a temporary dry 
spell. 

“It’s pretty similar here to what hap- 
pened at Oklahoma a few years ago,” 
Ward said. “They changed staffs and won 
a national championship. You get to a 
point where you get stale. But nobody 
dominates anymore.” 

Lou Marks, a Houston businessman and 
Akers’ closest friend, seethes over the 
clamor about the football program. 

“He’s never been appreciated,” Marks 
said. “It’d be hard to find a coach who has 
won better than 76 percent. They say he 
can’t win the big ones. Ain’t nobody in the 
conference beat him more than he’s beat- 
en them. They may find one who'll throw 
the ball more, but not one who will win 
any more than he does.” 

Throwing the ball—or not throwing it— 
has become a major preoccupation with 
the public and the press. Longhorn fans, 
who continue to pack Memorial Stadium 
in record numbers, are eager to see balls 
put in the air in some fashion besides 
punts and field goals. 

That may happen soon. Akers hired 
Georgia Tech’s Dwain Painter, an imagi- 
native offensive coordinator, to jazz up an 
offense that finished seventh and sixth in 
the conference the last two seasons, re- 
spectively. 

Painter, who also worked at such 
schools as Brigham Young and UCLA, has 
been given total control of the offense. In 
fact, he said flatly that he will call almost 
all the plays. Akers did not even attend all 
the meetings with the offensive squad last 
spring. 

“Everybody in the country has shown 
tremendous improvement in throwing the 
football and using all their offensive weap- 


ons,” said Painter, who reportedly used 
200 formations with Georgia Tech’s shift- 
ing, spread-the-field offense. “Here at 
Texas, that is something that wasn’t de- 
veloped. In approach, it’ll be much differ- 
ent from what Texas people are accus- 
tomed to.” 

After checking the ship for leaks, Paint- 
er and Paul Jette, the defensive coordina- 
tor who left behind 10 returning starters 
at Miami, expressed no reservations 
about joining Akers. 

“If I'd had any doubt Texas wouldn’t be 
in the Cotton Bowl year in and year out 
and competing for the national champion- 
ship,” said the 31-year-old Jette, a former 
Texas defensive back, “I would not have 
made the move.” 

Barring a spot for Texas in the 1987 
Cotton Bowl, many expect Dodds to re- 
place Akers next January. Even 12-0 may 
not satisfy all the alumni—unless, per- 
haps, the percentage of passes thrown 
rises. 

“You'd have to think most of them 
would be happy with 12-0,” Dodds said. 
“Maybe we win because Fred’s offense is 
boring. Maybe we'd lose more if he was 
more flashy. We passed the ball at Kansas 
State (where he was athletic director) all 
the time. And we lost at Kansas State all 
the time.” 

The problem with that analogy, of 
course, is that Texas is apples, Kansas 
State oranges. 

That Akers has survived this long is a 
tribute to his coaching ability, tenacity, 
81-25-2 record and, last but not least, some 
rhinoceros-thick skin. 

‘T’ve never attempted to gauge that,” 
Akers said of a growing faction of discon- 
tent. “My primary concern is the football 
team. We have our dips, but our dips 
aren’t as low as most teams in the coun- 
try. 

“If you start getting rabbit ears or Bugs 
Bunny eyes and looking and testing 
what’s out there, you'll go nuts. They’ve 
got state institutions for people like that.” 

And Akers insists that he’s not ready for 
that. He’s too busy trying to make Texas a 
winner to notice that he is anything but 
popular. 

Others have noticed. T. Jones, a former 
Texas assistant athletic director who 
hired McWilliams after taking the athletic 
director’s job at Texas Tech, was be- 
seeched by a group of fans at a spring 
Longhorns baseball game with the chant, 
“Please take Fred, please take Fred.” 

Akers’ support base may be shrinking 
drastically and a Cotton Bowl appearance 
may be necessary for him to keep his job, 
but Dodds remains supportive. 

“He has one of the five toughest jobs in 
the state of Texas,’’ Dodds said, then 
added, “but I can’t think of one that’s 
harder.” 

If Akers feels any pressure created by 
the controversy surrounding his job, he’s 
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certainly keeping it to himself. 

“T have never lived or coached in fear 
of losing my job,” the 48-year-old coach 
said. “I don’t intend to, and I don’t have to 
apologize for our record or the way it was 
accomplished.” 

One more four-loss season, though, and 
Texas fans may not be interested in apolo- 
gies. 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


Baylor Coach Grant Teaff has the best 
defensive secondary that he has never re- 
cruited. 

That’s not to say that Teaff shouldn’t 
receive credit for attracting Ron Francis, 
Anthony Coleman and Thomas Everett to 
Baylor. It’s just that the three Bears all 
were recruited to play other positions. 

Francis, an all-Southwest Conference 
cornerback, played running back in 1984 
and led the team in rushing. Coleman, the 
other corner, played a lot of wingback 
and split end in high school. 

And Everett? It seems nobody knew 
quite what to make of the 5-foot-8 consen- 
sus All-America free safety as he pre- 
pared to enter the world of college foot- 
ball. 

Everett played seven positions at tiny 
Daingerfield High in Northeast Texas. In 
addition to those seven positions, he lined 
up at quarterback and tight end on occa- 
sion. But 170-pound, positionless football 
players are not at a premium in college 
football and nobody beat a path to his 
door. Few major college coaches even in- 
quired about the small but versatile 
youngster. 

Fortunately for Baylor, tight ends 
coach Bill Lane knew the Everett family 
from the 12 years he had coached at 
Daingerfield. Lane remembered coaching 
one of Thomas’ brothers and recalled that 
the family consisted of 10 children and a 
mother who was a retired seamstress. He 
knew that Thomas Everett came from 
good stock. 

Prodded by Lane, Teaff saw “about 10 
minutes of film” on the miniature running 
back and liked the way he carried the ball 
on a muddy field against McGregor High. 

“We had to outfight Henderson Junior 
College for him,” Teaff recalled. 

Still, Teaff would have passed on Ever- 
ett if another recruit had not decided to 
pass on Baylor at the last minute. That, of 
course, proved to be a blessing in disguise. 
Instead of Everett displaying his skills for 
North Texas State or Stephen F. Austin 
State, the other schools that sought him, 
there he was in 1983 lining up as a backup 
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All-America free safety Thomas Everett is a little big man in Baylor’s [ 


top-notch secondary. 


cornerback in the Bears’ season opener 
against Brigham Young. 

“We beat BYU, 40-36, but there’s not 
much correlation between McGregor and 
BYU,” Lane said. “All the film we had on 
him (Everett) was at running back, but 
we needed him real bad on defense. He’s 
a great athlete. It didn’t take a real genius 
to figure that out.” 

Now the rest of the college football 
world knows what Lane and Teaff learned 
in 1983. Size notwithstanding, Everett is 
acknowledged as one of the top defensive 
backs in the nation. 

“People looked at his size and down- 
graded him, but he plays so much taller,” 
Lane said. “He has great leaping ability, 
from 37 to 40 inches, so he plays about 6-5 
or 6-6.” 

Arkansas Coach Ken Hatfield called 
Everett “a full-fledged All-America defen- 
sive back in every capacity,” adding that 
the senior safety must “give Grant great 
confidence in sleeping at night.” 

So polished is Everett that he can al- 
most guard pass receivers in his sleep. 
That’s because they prefer to stay away 
from his territory. Leading a pass defense 
that ranked third in the nation last year, 
he intercepted three passes and broke up 
eight others. Francis, meanwhile, led the 
Southwest Conference in interceptions 
with six and joined with Everett in limit- 
ing opponents to only 96 completions in 


221 attempts (43.4 percent). 

“They are twin terrors,” Teaff said of 
Everett and the 5-9 Francis. “And they’re 
little bitty stinks. All of the publicity and 
everything doesn't mean anything to 
them. I can’t imagine anyone being any 
better in the nation than Thomas unless it 
would be Ron Francis. Francis has been 
here four years and he’s said three words. 
I’m looking for another word so he can 
average one a year.” 

Sensational is the best word to describe 
Everett, but far be it from him to blow his 
own horn. Admittedly shy and introverted 
everywhere except on the field, Everett 
has not been without his disappointments. 

Disappointment No. 1 came in the first 
serious action of his freshman year. 
Forced into a game against Southern 
Methodist when starting Baylor corner- 
back Byron Lewis was injured on the first 
play of the game, a mesmerized Everett 
stumbled onto the Texas Stadium field 
and was rudely introduced to college foot- 
ball, courtesy of speedster Marquis Pleas- 
ant. 

Marquis wasn’t so pleasant as he 
caught three touchdown passes, including 
a 62-yarder, at Everett’s expense. It was a 
harsh lesson on the realities of big-time 
athletics. 

“It was pretty bad,” Everett recalled. 
“T'll never watch that film again. I always 
let that game be a reminder. That is why I 


78 »* The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook 


play so conservative. I don’t want to put 
myself in a situation where it can cost you 
six points.” 

All defensive backs should be so conser- 
vative. Everett led the Bears secondary 
last year with 110 tackles, the second- 
highest total on the team. The only tack- 
les Everett seems to remember, however, 
are the ones he missed. 

“I could easily have gone over 140,” he 
said. “I just want to make the safe tackle. 
I’m not trying to punish them.” 

Teaff was worried that his shellshocked 
freshman might shrink from the competi- 
tion after the SMU debacle. 

“He’d just gotten eaten alive,” Teaff 
said, “But he didn’t know what he was 
doing. I thought it was a tragedy, but I 
didn’t know the temperament of the kid.” 

The next week, Teaff found out. Everett 
made his first collegiate start and blocked 
a field goal in the closing seconds to pre- 
serve a 13-13 tie against Texas A&M. 
Many more outstanding moments fol- 
lowed. 

Though the SMU fiasco still stands as 
his biggest personal letdown, a 17-10 loss 
to Texas last season left a far more bitter 
taste in Everett’s mouth. That defeat cost 
the Bears a bid to the Cotton Bowl 

“That’s the lowest feeling I’ve had in a 
while,” he said. “I’m still not over it, real- 
ly. I’ve never been to the Cotton Bowl. I 
just want to help the team get there.” 

Baylor and Texas A&M appear to be 
the conference’s best bets to pick Cotton 
in 1986. Teaff’s only serious problem is 
finding a backup for starting quarterback 
Cody Carlson. 

Carlson, who was named the most valu- 
able offensive player in Baylor’s 21-7 Lib- 
erty Bowl victory over Louisiana State 
that capped the Bears’ 9-3 season, has 
shared snaps for three years with the 
graduated Tom Muecke. Now he’s got the 
position all to himself. Carlson, who has 
passed for 3,127 yards as a part-time start- 
er, is stronger and quicker than in previ- 
ous years and may well be the key to the 
Bears’ title hopes. 

“It’s Cody’s ball game, and he needs to 
play it,” Teaff said. “We’ve alternated 
quarterbacks the last 1,500 years, and 
Cody’s gone 40 plays instead of 80, but he’s 
a smart young man.” 

Helping Carlson remain smart will be 
the return of wide receivers Matt Clark 
and Leland Douglas and tight end Kobe 
Fornes. 

Baylor’s ballcarrying duties were han- 
dled last season by a committee of 12. 
Derrick McAdoo, who led the team with 
369 rushing yards, and Jackie Ball, who 
finished four yards behind McAdoo, are 
the most experienced of the group that 
will run behind a top-flight offensive line 
that returns virtually intact. Center John 
Adickes and guard Mark Bates, a pair of 
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all-conference performers, join guard 
Kyle Lane and tackle Joel Porter on a 
unit that ranks among the conference’s 
best. 

The Bears are bad news for opponents 
on the other side of the line, too. Tackle 
Russell Sheffield was named the SWC’s 
defensive newcomer of the year and op- 
posite-side tackle Steve Grumbine was an 
all-conference selection. Teaff said Grum- 
bine is “a Lombardi-type player if we’ve 
ever had one.” Joining Sheffield and 
Grumbine on the line is returning end 
Kevin Marsh. 

The only defensive question is at line- 
backer. Ray Berry, an all-conference se- 
lection, returns at one of the three spots, 
while Robert Watters and Aaron Grant, 
the other projected starters, are fighting 
injury problems. Grant injured a knee in 
the Liberty Bowl game and Watters 
missed the spring with a strained nerve in 
his neck. 

The Bears came close to their title 
dream last season and were, in fact, the 
only team in the league to beat Texas 
A&M. But that 20-15 game was played at 
Baylor before the Aggies had gathered 
the momentum that eventually carried 
them into the Cotton Bowl, where they 
drubbed Auburn, 36-16, for their sixth con- 
secutive victory. 

The Aggies’ appearance in Dallas on 
New Year’s Day was their first in 18 long 
seasons. Many Southwest Conference ob- 
servers are betting that Jackie Sherrill’s 
team will never go through a drought like 
that again—and with good reason. 

The 1986 Aggies will be an experienced 
team that returns most of the firepower 
from a 10-2 club that led the league in 
both offense and defense. 

That has Aggie fans talking about con- 
tending for the school’s first national 
championship since 1939. Sherrill doesn’t 
mind such expectations after finally 
emerging from the doghouse of a pro- 
gram that a year ago was simply trying to 
improve on a 6-5 season. 

“We've reached one plateau,” Sherrill 
said, “and now it’s time to go on to the 
next one.” 

Sherrill knows, however, that the path 
to the top can be rocky. It’s a SWC fact of 
life that the 1981-82 SMU teams are the 
only repeat conference champions since 
Texas performed the feat from 1969-73. 

Sparking Sherrill’s hopes are the return 
of the league’s top quarterback (junior 
Kevin Murray) and a large complement 
of outstanding defensive players. 

“I think we'll be better,” Sherrill said 
matter-of-factly. 

That could be a frightening prospect 
because the Aggies were incredibly bal- 
anced a year ago, averaging 212 yards 
rushing and 208 passing while setting a 
school record (4,612 yards) for total of- 
fense. 

Murray, operating in offensive coordi- 


nator Lynn Amedee’s innovative scheme, 
completed 58.6 percent of his passes for 
1,965 yards and 13 touchdowns. “He was 
like a rocket out there this spring,” Sher- 
rill said. 

The offense may again take off behind 
fullback Roger Vick, who split time with 
Anthony Toney but still gained 764 yards, 
and all-purpose halfback Keith Woodside. 
The biggest offensive question is whether 
A&M can replace three offensive line- 
men, including All-America tackle Doug 
Williams. 

Sherrill should find room there for 
mammoth Marshall Land, a 365-pound 
tackle who played in just one game last 
season and reinjured a knee. He should 
join center Matt Wilson, tackle Louis 
Cheek and tight end Rod Bernstine in the 
starting lineup. 

Although the Aggies’ skill people, like 
Murray and receivers Shea Walker and 
Rod Harris, may be their top asset, Sher- 
rill expects the defense to be “awfully 
strong up front.” 

A defense anchored by ends Rod 
Saddler and Jay Muller and noseguard 
Sammy O’Brient and a tenacious line- 
backing crew that includes consensus All- 
America Johnny Holland, Todd Howard, 
Larry Kelm and John Roper ranked 
eighth in the country, allowing just 282 
yards per game. The Aggies’ aggressive 
defense did not allow a rushing touch- 
down in the team’s final three games. 

Still, Sherrill must replace strong safety 
Domingo Bryant, an all-conference per- 
former last season. Returning starters 
Kip Corrington and James Flowers should 
ease the pain until that can be done. 

Sherrill also must find a solution to the 
Aggies’ kicking woes. Eric Franklin con- 
verted only 15 of 27 field-goal attempts, 
which isn’t good enough for a team that 
has thoughts of becoming No. 1. 

Arkansas also could use a more consis- 
tent kicking game. The Razorbacks were 
beginning to entertain notions of No. 1 
last season after winning their first five 
games. But a two-point loss to Texas, in 
which Arkansas’ Greg Horne missed 
three field goals, and a four-point loss to 
Texas A&M kept the Razorbacks from a 
perfect season. 

Even so, Arkansas won 10 games for 
the first time since 1979 and tied for sec- 
ond in the league despite having one of 
the smallest teams in Division 1-A. 

Ken Hatfield’s club will have to grow up 
in a hurry, especially defensively, to 
match last year’s success. Seven starters 
are gone from a unit that did not allow a 
rushing touchdown in its final nine games 
and didn’t give up one score on the 
ground to a conference team. 

Heading up that stonewalling crew will 
be all-conference noseguard Tony Cheri- 
co, who uses outstanding quickness to off- 
set his lack of bulk (239 pounds). 

“He’s dynamic and a different dimen- 


sion,” Hatfield said. “His size hinders him 
as a pass rusher, but I don’t know if any- 
body in the nation is more of a factor in 
the running game than he is.” 

Kerry Crawford, Cherico's backup, was 
moved to defensive end to help shore up 
the line. At inside linebacker, backups 
Rickey Williams and Erik Whitted com- 
bined for 83 tackles and will have an im- 
mediate impact. 

Arkansas surrendered just 11.7 points 
per game, the sixth-stingiest team in the 
country, but it will have to patch up a de- 
pleted secondary with six redshirt fresh- 
men or sophomores. 

With shifty Greg Thomas back at quar- 
terback and such top-drawer talent as 
James Rouse, Joe Johnson and junior 
Sammy Van Dyke at running back, the 
Razorbacks might be able to afford giving 
up a score or two. Rouse alone scored 
nine touchdowns while leading the team 
in rushing and earning the league’s cita- 
tion as offensive newcomer of the year. 

“I’ve never had so many great skill 
players,” Hatfield said. “We're not a bell 
cow-type team, ‘Here, Bo Jackson, go do 
it.’ We like to be balanced and create 
problems.” 

Thomas created some for Hatfield last 
season by averaging only 55 yards 
through the air and throwing only four 
touchdowns. Hatfield, who believes his 
first-year starter received a bad rap, is 
looking for a stronger year from Thomas 
with the return of experienced and explo- 
sive receivers James Shibest and Donnie 
Centers, who combined for 31 catches for 
700 yards. 

“We're trying to get him to be the com- 
plete quarterback,” Hatfield said. ‘‘I 
thought he had a terrific year. We had 
only 14 turnovers, and five came against 
A&M. We started with a brand new, un- 
tested quarterback who was a non-recruit 
out of high school.” 

Compounding Hatfield’s offensive prob- 
lem is the necessity of rebuilding the line. 

Although he was more heralded out of 
high school than Thomas, Bret Stafford 
was in much the same boat with Texas 
last year, and he, too, managed to hold his 
head above water. 

Stafford completed 55.6 percent of his 
passes and had the Longhorns in conten- 
tion for the conference title until the final 
game of the 1985 season. But Texas’ of- 
fense sputtered through much of the year 
and contributed only eight touchdown 
passes, prompting an off-season reshuf- 
fling of Fred Akers’ coaching staff in 
favor of a more wide-open scheme. 

“We’re going to be better than last 
year,” Stafford said, counting on three 
new offensive line starters to go with 
guard Paul Jetton. “We’re not going to be 
like BYU and throw 40 or 50 times a 
game, but we'll be more deceptive.” 
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That would help ease the problem of 
not being able to score from inside an op- 
ponent’s 20-yard line. On the 49 occasions 
Texas penetrated the 20 last year, it 
scored 26 touchdowns and kicked 13 field 
goals. 

Texas has an outstanding kicker in sen- 
ior Jeff Ward, who tied a conference rec- 
ord by booting 19 field goals in 24 tries, 
with four of his misses beyond 43 yards. 
Akers called him “the best one we’ve ever 
had,” but even Ward wouldn’t object to 
more extra points and fewer field goals. 

Besides Stafford, who had the team’s 
longest run from scrimmage (a 74-yard 
score against Stanford) last season, Akers 
can call on such game-breakers as tail- 
back Eric Metcalf, son of former St. Louis 
Cardinals running back Terry Metcalf, 
senior tailback Edwin Simmons, tight end 
William Harris and wide receivers Ever- 
ett Gay and Donovan Pitts. 

An experienced defensive front led by 
tackle Terry Steelhammer and ends 
Blake Brawner and Thomas Aldridge 
should allow a new Texas linebacking 
corps time to mature. Weak safety Rich- 
ard Peavy is a legitimate All-America 
candidate in a secondary that returns 
every starter. 

Texas finished 8-4 for its second 
straight four-loss season, but three of the 
losses were to Top 10 teams and the other 
was to a team that was picked in the pre- 
season to contend for a national cham- 
pionship. 

That was Southern Methodist, which 
slumped to 6-5 for its worst season since 
1979. The Mustangs are in the middle of a 
three-year probation that will severely 
cut into their depth because of scholar- 
ship limitations and they also are ineligi- 
ble for the SWC title. 

But Coach Bobby Collins remains opti- 
mistic. 

“As we get further away from it (the 
initial announcement of probation), it 
helps,” he said. “We were pounded with 
the penalty, but we’re seeing the sparkle 
come back.” 

Collins’ biggest problem will be to re- 
place quarterback Don King and all-con- 
ference tailback Reggie Dupard. 

Junior Bobby Watters will be asked to 
fill the first void, even though he complet- 
ed just three of eight passes in five games 
last season. Should Watters falter, sopho- 
more Eric Morris and freshman John 
Stollenwerck will be waiting in the wings. 

Senior Jeff Atkins returns at tailback 
after gaining 810 yards and scoring eight 
touchdowns. But with the absence of Du- 
pard, his role could change drastically. 

“We're going to have to rely more on 
passing,” Collins said. 

That may not be a sign of weakness, 
however, because SMU has some out- 
standing receivers. Senior flanker Ron 
Morris, though inconsistent, caught 31 
passes for 411 yards last season, while Jef- 
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strength after a knee operation. 


frey Jacobs and Marquis Pleasant had 28 
catches between them. Albert Reese is 
one of the top blocking/receiving tight 
ends in the country. 

The Mustangs have top-flight talent on 
both sides of the ball in offensive guard 
David Richards and all-conference nose- 
guard Jerry Ball. Ball will switch to a 
tackle position in a 4-3 alignment that 
could minimize the loss of four line- 
backers. 

Sophomore Rudy Harmon and junior 
Ben Hummel! should step in and take 
some of the sting out of those losses. Mark 
Vincent and Franky Thomas are key re- 
turnees to SMU’s secondary. 

Houston Coach Bill Yeomaf is looking 
for anybody who can tackle. After win- 
ning a conference championship in 1984, 
the Cougars slipped to a 4-7 season, large- 
ly because of a defense that finished sev- 
enth in the league. The Cougars’ offense 
was encouraging. 

Junior fullback Sloan Hood ran for 652 
yards last season and will be comple- 
mented by senior halfback Raymond 
Tate. Quarterback Gerald Landry was the 
league’s total offense leader with 2,038 
yards, but Houston must rebuild an offen- 
sive line that returns just two starters— 
guards Roosevelt Johnson and William 
Gant. 

Center Corky Gore has “good strength 
and exceptional quickness,” but even 
Yeoman is skeptical of whether he can 
move mountains, much less Ball. 

Linebacker Robert Harper went down 
with an injury last season and the defense 
followed suit, allowing the most points in 
the school’s history. But Harper is back, 
along with runningmate Gary McGuire 
and safeties Randy Thornton and Robert 
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Talented Texas Tech linebacker Brad Hastings hopes to be back at full 


Jones. Tackle Robby Brezina and end 
Gary McManus bring experience to Hous- 
ton’s defensive line. 

“Tt should be a little more fun to go to 
the games this year,” Yeoman said. “On 
defense, we'll be able to run to the ball a 
little better and we have a little more 
depth. We just did a lousy job of recruiting 
for three years and had to bite the bullet.” 

No one did more bullet biting than 
Texas Christian Coach Jim Wacker after 
enduring a 3-8 season and winless SWC 
campaign in which he was forced to dis- 
miss seven players, including All-America 
running back Kenneth Davis, from the 
team for accepting illegal payments from 
boosters. 

And the Horned Frogs’ monopoly on 
bad luck continued in the off-season. 
Backup quarterback Ron Jiles broke his 
arm and running back Bobby Davis was 
out with strained knee ligaments. 

“That snake is still biting us,” said 
Wacker, whose team finished last in the 
league in offense and defense. 

To change their luck, and perhaps the 
standings, Wacker is toying with the idea 
of using the wishbone on occasion to take 
advantage of such fast backs as Tony Jef- 
fery (695 yards in 1985), redshirt freshman 
Tommy Palmer, Bobby Davis and con- 
verted wide receiver Reggie Davis. 

Quarterback Scott Ankrom was held out 
of spring drills to continue his recupera- 
tion from an ankle injury that occurred in 
the fourth game last season, but he should 
be healthy. He better be because he will 
be operating behind an offensive line with 
only one experienced player—WC Nix. 

The entire defense returns, which may 
or may not be reason to rejoice. The 
Frogs allowed 450 yards per game in 1985. 


A 4-7 record doesn’t indicate success, 
but Texas Tech wasn’t far from a winning 
season last year. The Red Raiders lost 
four games by a total of six points—in- 
cluding a 28-27 loss to conference-cham- 
pion Texas A&M when a two-point con- 
version try failed in the closing seconds— 
and, consequently, their coach. 

Former Texas defensive coordinator 
David McWilliams, who succeeds Jerry 
Moore, will be asked to add some offense 
to a team that finished eighth in the 
league last year. 

“We are going to talk bowls and cham- 
pionships around here every year,” 
McWilliams said. ‘“‘Texas Tech is like 
water heated at 211 degrees. It’s close to 
boiling. I’m here to add that one degree.” 

McWilliams hopes the missing ingre- 
dient is a multiple offense more suited to 
the talents of quarterback Billy Joe Tol- 
liver and receivers Wayne Walker, Le- 
muel Stinson, Bruce Perkins and Tyrone 
Thurman. Tolliver didn’t make his first 
start until Tech’s ninth game, but gave 
conference coaches something to think 
about when he passed for 422 yards 
against TCU, completing 26 of 43 passes 
for five touchdowns. 

Thurman, college football’s smallest 
player at 5-3, is living proof that good 
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things often come in small packages. He 
has great hands and finished sixth in the 
nation in punt returns (a 13.5-yard aver- 
age). 

Tech’s running game is questionable. 
Timmy Smith returns from an 
injury-plagued 1985 season and will battle 
hopefuls Ervin Farris, Bouvier Dale and 
James McGowen, a converted fullback, 
for the tailback job. Sophomore Isaac 
Garnett should handle fullback duties. 

As always, Tech will have a respectable 
defense, anchored by All-America candi- 
date Brad Hastings at linebacker. The 
235-pound senior sat out spring practice 
while recovering from a knee operation, 
but his 312 career tackles are the most of 
any returning player in the nation. 

Surrounding Hastings are such talented 
players as end Calvin Riggs and corner- 
back Roland Mitchell, who was a vital 
part of the nation’s second-ranked pass 
defense. 

A .500 season at Rice would constitute a 
major surprise, although first-year Coach 
Jerry Berndt, fresh off four straight Ivy 
League titles at Penn, refuses to be short- 
sighted. 

“T believe football is football,” he said. 
“I think if you took Penn and Harvard’s 
players and put them in Rice Stadium in 
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Rice uniforms against, say, Texas, people 
probably wouldn’t know the difference.” 

Cynics might suggest that it still would 
be a rout, but Berndt is a positive thinker. 
In quarterback Mark Comalander, who is 
coming off a shoulder separation, and 
linebackers Joe Heikkinen and Danny 
Burgess, the Owls have the kind of leader- 
ship that could produce a surprise or two. 

Rice’s top rusher and receiver are 
gone, but Berndt likes the depth he sees at 
running back in Marc Scott, Todd Jones 
and Wayland Mason. Rice also has tight 
end Ken Major, whom Berndt labels “one 
of the premier tight ends in the league.” 

Seventeen redshirts should bolster 
Rice’s depth, but Berndt realizes defense 
is where the rebuilding starts. And maybe 
ends. 

“Defensively, they were grasping for 
ways to stop people,” said Berndt, who 
likes the looks of tackle Dwain Turner, 
who has slimmed down from 300 to 272 
pounds, and defensive back Steve Kidd. 
“The biggest gains have to be on defense. 
I was a little surprised that they appeared 
as physical as everybody they played.” 

In 1986, the Owls will have to be. 
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What a Catch! 


Long Beach Fans 
Enjoy Watching 
Charles Lockett 


By KEN PIVERNETZ 


harles Lockett, who has been ac- 
C-::nsits impressive numbers 

by catching passes at Long Beach 
State for the last three years, added an- 
other imposing figure in the off-season. 

A $250,000 insurance policy that will in- 
crease to $1 million when the 1986 season 
begins. 

The fact that Lockett could take out a 
Lloyd's of London policy by borrowing 
against his future earnings potential to 
protect him against loss from a career- 
ending injury this fall is an indication of 
the attention he has attracted from pro- 
fessional football scouts. 

Chuck Long, the former Iowa quarter- 
back, went the Lloyd’s of London route 
last year. So did Illinois quarterback Jack 
Trudeau and wide receiver David Wil- 
liams. It’s becoming the popular—and 
practical—thing to do among a number of 
today’s top collegiate prospects. 

“It helps set aside any worries you 
might have about getting seriously hurt,” 
Lockett said. “You can defer the policy 
until you become a professional, then pay 
it back. It relieves a lot of unnecessary 
pressure you don’t need in your last year.” 

Some people would say Lockett already 
has enough worries. An identity problem 
might be one. 

He plays in a league—the Pacific Coast 
Athletic Association—that keeps looking 
for respect but still is a definite No. 2 in 
the West behind the Pacific-10 Confer- 
ence in terms of tradition and media at- 
tention. Lockett’s only national television 
exposure, a Thursday night ESPN game 
last year against San Jose State, didn’t es- 
tablish any viewing records. 

“T'll have people say, ‘Why did you go to 
a school that never receives any TV ex- 
posure?’ ” Lockett said, “and I'll tell them 
Long Beach State really hasn’t been here 
all that long. You can go anywhere and 
get the attention if you put your mind to it 
and the program fits your ability.” 

Lockett already has seen that happen. 
In 1982, a year before Lockett came to 
Long Beach, quarterback Todd Dillon led 
the nation in total offense and later went 
on to play in the United States Football 
League. Quarterback Doug Gaynor, who 
last year attempted more passes than any 
Division I-A quarterback in the country 
except for Brigham Young’s Robbie 
Bosco, shook off the “Cal State where?” 
tag to become the most valuable player 
on offense in the 1986 Hula Bowl. The 


Charles Lockett is the big-play man in Long Beach State’s pass-orient- 
ed offense. 


Philadelphia Eagles made Randall Cun- 
ningham of Nevada-Las Vegas the first 
quarterback taken in the National Foot- 
ball League’s 1985 draft, while Mark Col- 
lins of Fullerton State was the third defen- 
sive back taken in this year’s NFL draft. 

Lockett is the first to admit he owes a 
lot to Long Beach State, a largely com- 
muter school of more than 30,000 students. 
The 49ers offered him a scholarship when 
a lot of other schools didn’t even know he 
existed. 

A 6-foot, 175-pound native of Los An- 
geles, Lockett went to Crenshaw High 
School, an inner-city school that has 
spawned such professional stars as Darryl 
Strawberry, Marques Johnson and Wen- 
dell Tyler. But while those players earned 
accolades in their respective sports as 
prep athletes, Lockett played—occasion- 
ally—in relative anonymity. 

In fact, Lockett didn’t play football until 
the 10th grade. He made the varsity team 
as a junior but didn’t see a lot of action. 
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That’s because he was playing behind Al- 
bert Bell, who was an All-Southeastern 
Conference selection last year at Ala- 
bama. 

“I’d get to sub in for a few plays, but 
there certainly wasn’t a lot of playing 
time,” he said. “I had never played foot- 
ball. Baseball had been my sport. By the 
time I got to be a senior, I wasn’t disap- 
pointed. It was more like wondering what 
I could do if I got the chance.” 

When Bell and Lockett were in school, 
“we had an incredible number of gifted 
wide receivers,” recalled Ron Price, who 
was co-head coach at Crenshaw when 
Lockett was there. “Charles was graceful 
and had great speed, but it was hard for 
him to get any playing time. 

“But I always figured if someone would 
give him a chance, he would more than 
hold his own. Now I wish I could be his 
agent.” 

Even as a high school senior, Lockett 
rotated with another player. He neverthe- 


less managed to haul in 39 passes for 812 
yards and 12 touchdowns, earning All- 
Pacific League and All-Central City 
honors. That limited exposure was just 
enough to attract the attention of Dick 
Jones, then an assistant coach at Long 
Beach. 

“Long Beach was close, it was a 
chance, and perhaps most important, it 
was a school known for throwing the foot- 
ball,” Lockett said. “I was encouraged by 
the program and what the coach (current 
Cincinnati mentor Dave Currey) said they 
wanted to do. 

“I had all the confidence, but no one 
had seen me play.” 

Lockett didn’t play that much in 1983, 
his freshman year at Long Beach, but he 
did make the traveling team and caught 
seven passes. It was as a sophomore that 
Lockett made his presence known. 

In the 1984 season opener against Ore- 
gon, he caught six passes for 97 yards. A 
week later against UCLA, he added 12 
more receptions for 189 yards. By sea- 
son’s end, Lockett had made 75 receptions 
for 1,112 yards and four touchdowns and 
was named to the All-PCAA team. 

Lockett again earned all-conference 
honors after turning in another banner 
season as a junior last fall. He caught 69 
passes for 949 yards and 10 TDs, leaving 
him just 788 yards short of surpassing 
Fresno State’s Henry Ellard (now with the 
Los Angeles Rams) as the league’s all- 
time leading receiver. His 151 career re- 
ceptions put him in excellent position to 
finish among the top five receivers in Di- 
vision I-A history in terms of number of 
passes caught. 

Lockett’s strengths are his hands, his 
ability to catch the football in a crowd and 
his smoothness at running patterns. His 
speed is deceptive, but not blazing. 

“I’m not a 4.3 type of receiver,” he said. 

But he is a talented type of receiver— 
one of the best in the country. 

“What we expect of him and expect of 
the others are sometimes different,” 49ers 
Coach Mike Sheppard said. “I think you 
have to do that with the great players. 

“In some ways, he may have had a bet- 
ter sophomore season than he did as a 
junior. You look at his numbers and won- 
der how I can say that. But he had such a 
phenomenal sophomore year. Maybe he 
caught all of us, including himself, a little 
off-guard. We expected people were going 
to double-cover him last year, but I don’t 
know if he worked hard enough to get as 
open as he should have.” 

Still, in nine of Long Beach’s 12 games, 
Lockett had at least five receptions. He 
had seven for 109 yards and one touch- 
down against Hawaii. Three of his touch- 
downs came in a game against New Mexi- 
co State. For a guy who, according to his 
coach, may have been dogging it just a 
tad, the results were pretty impressive. 

Lockett “certainly has the capabilities 


Fresno State quarterback 
Kevin Sweeney could chal- 
lenge for a Heisman Trophy. 


to be a top draft choice, and that certainly 
should be a big motivator,” Sheppard said. 
“He was very aggressive in the spring. He 
wants to be used a lot, and we're all for 
it” 

Lockett may be at a disadvantage, how- 
ever, because Gaynor has departed and a 
new, untested quarterback will be pitch- 
ing to him this fall. But Lockett, for one, 
isn’t worried. 

“The (offensive) system is sophisticated 
enough,” he said, “that if you have a good 
quarterback who is smart enough and has 
good technique, he’s going to fit right in. 
There is a lot of emphasis placed on tech- 
nique. We go out and do it and do it and 
keep doing it until it becomes automatic. 
Teams may slow us down, but no one can 
completely stop us.” 

Nor is Sheppard overly concerned. The 
coach is confident that either senior Gary 
Ruhlen, who sat out last year in order to 
have a chance to run the show after 
Gaynor left, or redshirt sophomore Jeff 
Graham will fit right in. 

“Oh, there is bound to be an adjustment 
period for not only Charles, but all our re- 
ceivers,” he said. “But Charles is good 
enough; he is going to be open. The same 
for some of our other receivers. And I 
think we're going to have good enough 
quarterbacks here to get him the ball. A 
lot of it is a matter of repetition.” 

In addition, Lockett will benefit from 
the presence of several other quality re- 
ceivers on his team. Long Beach returns 
four players besides Lockett who caught 
20 or more passes last season. 

“When there are good receivers sur- 


rounding you, it certainly limits the num- 
ber of ways a team can cover you,” Lock- 
ett said. 

And he plans to take advantage of that 
situation in order to enjoy his best season 
ever. 

“Coach Sheppard always says the sky’s 
the limit as far as my ability goes,” he 
said. “He has a right to expect more out of 
me, because that is what I also want for 
myself. My grandparents instilled that in 
me—to believe you can do something, 
even when someone tells you you can’t. 

“When I was young, my mother would 
tell me to put everything in perspective, 
too. I’ve always tried to set my goals just 
far enough to keep them within reason. If 
you try and imitate someone or be just 
like that person, then the real you will 
never come out and develop.” 

Following his own advice, Lockett has 
never tried to emulate another receiver. 
He did, however, borrow an idea from for- 
mer Pittsburgh Steelers great Lynn 
Swann, who took ballet lessons to further 
his career. For the last three years, Lock- 
ett has received private ballet instruction 
at a Los Angeles studio from Karen Mc- 
Donald, who was one of the dancers on 
the Michael Jackson “Thriller” video. 

“I read where it helped his (Swann’s) 
leaping ability and agility,” Lockett ex- 
plained. “I figured if he could do it, I cer- 
tainly could. It inspired me. For the last 
two years I had two hours of instruction, 
three times a week. This summer I in- 
creased that to three hours, four days a 
week.” 

The program prescribed by McDonald 
emphasizes intensive stretching and de- 
velops flexibility, balance and timing. 

“Charles has been very intense about 
wanting to improve his skills,” she said. 
“There are five progression steps in ballet 
—stretching, the ballet bar, center floor, 
progression across the floor and ballet 
combinations. He’s at the third stage, cen- 
ter floor.” 

The next step may be front and center 
in the NFL. @ 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By RICK WEBER 


It doesn’t have the glitter of Las Vegas, 
the trendiness of Los Angeles or the so- 
phistication of San Francisco. 

You don’t come to this rich agricultural 
valley to be a media darling. You come 
here to play good football, to be adopted 
and adored by the team’s vociferous fans 
and, most likely, to play a bowl game in 
your own stadium. 


Continued 
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This is Fresno, Calif., home of the Pacif- 
ic Coast Athletic Association and Califor- 
nia Bowl champion Fresno State Bull- 
dogs, the nation’s only undefeated 
Division I-A football team in 1985. 

But that doesn’t exactly put Fresno on 
the map. In this isolated outpost, you have 
to work a lot harder to get recognition. 
Thus, Jim Sweeney is part coach, part fo- 
rensic speaker. 

“Fresno State is a pretty well-kept se- 
cret,” he said. “When I say Fresno State 
can play with Penn State—or the Penn 
States, wherever they are—people say, 
‘What is this guy smoking?’ ” 

Last fall, Sweeney crusaded for his 
team, with mixed results. The Bulldogs 
never cracked the Associated Press Top 
20, even after their 51-7 rout of undefeated 
and 20th-ranked Bowling Green State in 
the California Bowl. But that shouldn’t 
have been a surprise. Seventy-five per- 
cent of the voters are situated in the East, 
and West Coast voters aren’t known for 
their loyalty. 

Sweeney discovered, however, that he 
does have friends—his coaching contem- 
poraries, who voted Fresno State No. 16 in 
the United Press International poll. His 
team received its first-ever national rank- 
ing and got the only first-place vote Okla- 
homa didn’t—and it came from Sooners 
Coach Barry Switzer. 

Sweeney said he and Switzer have been 
friends for most of his 21 years as a col- 
lege head coach. Switzer agreed but 
couldn't trace the origin of the friendship. 

“It’s been said of Sweeney that he’s 
been coaching so long, he borrowed a 
quarter from Jesus,” Switzer said. “I met 
him somewhere down the road.” 

Switzer said his was not simply a vote 
for friendship. It was a vote for all the 
unrecognized schools that don’t fall into 
the we-are-the-world-we-are-a-football-fac- 
tory category. 

“Tt happens to a lot of schools,” he said. 
“Certain schools are rich in tradition, and 
regardless of how many games they win, 
they get the votes. Oklahoma is one of 
them. The system works that way. Sween- 
ey’s had a fight. It’s a shame he has to. I 
sure don’t want to play him. I don’t want 
them to gain any more recognition at our 
expense.” 

He isn’t the only one. Oklahoma State 
verbally agreed to a game this season, 
then backed out. Sweeney wanted a game 
with Gerry Faust’s Akron team, but that 
never materialized. The Bulldogs ended 
up with Louisiana Tech and Montana 
State, which should enhance their record 
while doing little to satisfy their hunger 
for respect. 

They will get a chance to showcase 
their program with a 1987 game against 
UCLA at the Rose Bowl. But that’s 1987. 

“Getting the exposure we need is very 
difficult,” Sweeney said. “But I do not 
blame somebody who doesn’t want to play 


a team that has the ability to beat you.” 

And the Bulldogs do. Even this year. If 
they don’t rest on their laurels, they 
should rule the PCAA. 

The offensive line is the biggest con- 
cern. Four starters are gone, including 
All-PCAA picks David Lerma and Barry 
Grove. But Sweeney went to the junior 
college ranks for replacements to go with 
such returning lettermen as Mike Chuh- 
lantseff, Mike Savage and Brad Heier. 

That line should provide sufficient pro- 
tection for All-/PCAA quarterback Kevin 
Sweeney, the coach’s son. The senior has 
thrown for 8,260 yards and 51 touchdowns 
in his career, leaving him just 2,320 yards 
away from passing Doug Flutie as the 
NCAA’s all-time passing leader. 

Sweeney is Fresno State’s first legiti- 
mate Heisman Trophy candidate, and the 
school has mounted a campaign that in- 
cludes a four-color foldout 
brochure—“Federal Express ... when it 
absolutely, positively has to be there”— 
and a series of luncheons in New York 
featuring coach and son. 

Sweeney has a great pair of targets in 
seniors Stephen Baker (an all-conference 
pick) and Gene Taylor, who have been 
compared to former Fresno State stars 
Henry Ellard (Los Angeles Rams) and 
Stephone Paige (Kansas City Chiefs). 
Baker, who was tagged “The Touchdown 
Maker” in high school but now goes by 
“J.R.” (for jackrabbit), averaged 29.1 
yards on 29 catches a year ago, while Tay- 
lor caught 30 passes for 545 yards. 

“It'll stick with him,” Jim Sweeney said 
of Baker’s new nickname. “He is like a 
jackrabbit. He’s the quickest guy I’ve ever 
seen.” 

Fresno State is not all Kevin Sweeney 
and the pass. The secret to the Bulldogs’ 
’85 success—No. 1 in the nation in scoring 
(39.1 points per game) and No. 5 in total 
offense (461.7 yards)—was a revitalized 
running game. All-PCAA tailback James 
Williams, who rushed for 1,017 yards last 
fall, and sophomore Kelly Skipper (474 
yards) both return. 

Defensively, the loss of All-PCAA nose- 
guard Chris Pacheco and linebacker 
George Petersen was cause for concern, 
but Sweeney signed three of the West 
Coast’s top junior college players—end 
Jethro Franklin and inside linebackers 
Chris Rinehart (a junior college All- 
America) and John O’Leary—to fill the 
holes. With seniors David Grayson and 
Cliff Hannemann returning on the outside, 
plus junior Anthony Nunn on the inside 
and senior Greg Ramsey at end, the Bull- 
dogs have a formidable defensive front. 

Safeties Rod Webster and All-PCAA 
Mike Stewart return as starters, but 
there’s a four-way battle for two corner- 
back spots among Greg Williamson, Fred 
Wilburn, Byron Nichols and Darryl 
James. 

Just to make the Fresno State package 
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complete, Barry Belli is one of the best 
placekickers on the West Coast. The All- 
PCAA pick was second nationally in kick 
scoring (100 points) last season and has 
made 33 of 43 field-goal attempts in his 
career. 

While there is stability and continuity in 
Fresno, there is turmoil and uncertainty 
in Las Vegas. Just two years ago, Nevada- 
Las Vegas went undefeated in the PCAA 
and won the California Bowl. But the 
Rebels had to forfeit all of their victories 
because they had used some ineligible 
players. 

That was just the beginning. 

Last season, a lineman was arrested for 
breaking and entering and theft. Then 
earlier this year, six players were sus- 
pended from the team after being arrest- 
ed on charges ranging from embezzle- 
ment to possession of stolen credit cards. 

By the time the smoke cleared in late 
April, Harvey Hyde had been fired as 
coach and assistant Wayne Nunnely had 
been named Hyde’s interim successor. 
UNLV will conduct a national search for a 
replacement after this season. 

If the Rebels can get their minds on 
football, they have the potential to im- 
prove on last year’s 5-5-1 record. Such tal- 
ented players as tailback Kirk Jones 
(2,284 career yards rushing), All-PCAA 
safety Alvin Horn (a team-leading 106 
tackles) and punter Bob Hulberg (42.8- 
yard average) should make the Rebels 
competitive. 

Nunnely expects more this year from 
Jones, who fell from 1,090 yards rushing in 
84 to 790 yards in 85. 

“He’s got to be the guy this year who is 
able to make the big plays,” Nunnely said. 
“He has to this year. Last year he didn’t, 
and I think we suffered from it.” 

Jones, who no longer will have All- 
PCAA fullback Tony Lewis to help lead 
interference, is one of only four returning 
offensive starters. Quarterback Steve 
Stallworth is back but needs to become 
more consistent. He will be working with 
a good pair of wide receivers, senior Tony 
Gladney and junior George Thomas. 

The Rebels’ biggest areas of concern 
are rebuilding the offensive line, which 
was wiped out by graduation, and elimi- 
nating their infamous penalty problems 
(102 for 922 yards last year). 

UNLV is in better shape defensively. 
All-PCAA pick Daryl Knox and two other 
linebackers are the primary losses, but 
the Rebels appear set up front and in the 
secondary. Horn and senior David Hollis 
patrol the backfield, while nose tackle 
Charles Wiley and end Marion Knight 
provide a good pass rush. 

Fullerton State lost the league’s best 
defensive player—All-America corner- 
back Mark Collins, who intercepted 20 
passes in his career—but the Titans still 
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. Utah State 
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Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
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Fresno State 


CLIFF HANNEMANN 


Linebacker Fresno State 


GREG RAMSEY 


Defensive End Fresno State 


Fresno State 


GENE TAYLOR “ 


Flanker Fresno State 


Fresno State 


Fresno State tailback James Williams. 


JAMES WILLIAMS 


Tailback Fresno State 


RICK CALHOUN ' 
Running Back Fullerton State 


MARK STEPHENSON 


Offensive Guard Fullerton State 


Long Beach State 


GREG LOCY 
Tight End Long Beach State 


MARK TEMPLETON 
Fullback Long Beach State 


Nevada-Las Vegas 
KIRK JONES 
Tailback Nevada-Las Vegas 
JOE ROWLEY 
Running Back New Mexico State 
STEVE CLOWER 
COM elie s cy onssconstehveicsinrancsssteanrotee teeta ep RR ECIIC 
KELVIN HARDEN 
Defensive Tackle Pacific 
JAMES MACKEY 
Running Back Pacific 
KEN NORGAARD 
Kicker Pacific 
JOHN AIMONETTI 
iti Preset : y Offensive Tackle San Jose State 
UNLV tailback Kirk Jones. AL SMITH 
Linebacker Utah State 
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FRESNO STATE 


Coach: Jim Sweeney (61-29-1, 8 years; 118- 
108-2 overall, 21 years) 

1985 Record: 10-0-1; PCAA: 7-0/ 1st. 
Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Victor Burnett, DE; Anthony Dol- 
larhide, CB; Barry Grove, OG; Roark Kelly, CB; 
Terry Laffitte, OG; David Lerma, OT; Greg Lo- 
vering, OT; Mike Mancini, P; Chris Pacheco, 
NG; George Peterson, LB; Mark Scambray, TE; 
Lavale Thomas, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Stephen 
Baker, SE, 5-9/160, Sr.; Mike Savage, C, 6- 
4/250, Sr.; Kevin Sweeney, QB, 6-0/195, Sr.; 
Gene Taylor, FL, 6-3/ 190, Sr.; James Williams, 
TB, 5-10/200, Sr. Defense (6): David Gray- 
son, LB, 6-3/225, Sr.; Cliff Hannemann, LB, 6- 
3/235, Sr.; Anthony Nunn, LB, 6-2/235, Jr.; 
Greg Ramsey, E, 6-4/245, Sr.; Mike Stewart, 
S, 6-0/195, Sr.; Rod Webster, S, 6-0/175, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Derrick Allen, FB, Soph.; Dave 
Bass, P, Jr.; Barry Belli, K, Jr.; Mike Chuhlant- 
seff, OG, Sr.; Brad Heier, C, Sr. (RS); Anthony 
Mosley, FB, Sr.; Byron Nichols, CB, Sr.; Paul 
Pflug, TE, Sr.; Mark Olson, DE, Sr.; Kelly Skip- 
per, TB, Soph.; Greg Williamson, CB, Sr.; Mike 
Withycombe, OT, Jr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Jethro Franklin, DE (JC); 
Ron Jenkins, WR (JC); John O'Leary, LB 
(JC); Chris Rinehart, LB (JC). 


FULLERTON STATE 


Coach: Gene Murphy (34-35, 6 years; 49-42 
overall, 8 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; PCAA: 5-2/2nd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mark Collins, CB; Hank Goebel, 
OT; Wade Lockett, WR; Dave Martinez, C; Ver- 
non Norwood, CB; Allen Pitts, WR; James 
Pruitt, WR; Mike Romero, S; Corn Redick, WR; 
Burness Scott, RB; Darryl Titsworth, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Tony Dill, QB, 
5-11/180, Soph.; Ed Gillies, T, 6-5/250, Jr.; 
Mark Hood, FB, 5-11/215, Sr.; Mark Stephen- 
son, G, 6-3/285, Sr.; Jim Thornton, TE, 6- 
3/240, Jr. Defense (7): Jim Baioa, NG, 6- 
1/240, Sr.; Bill Bryan, LB, 6-2/220, Soph.; 
Sean Foy, LB, 6-0/218, Sr.; Kelly Gogerty, E, 
6-3/240, Jr.; Ted Hinton, LB, 6-2/205, Jr.; 
Tom Phillips, S, 6-3/195, Jr.; Bryan Riggs, LB, 
6-2/215, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Rick Calhoun, RB, Sr.;John 
Gibbs, WR, Soph.; Reggie Hill, CB, Sr. (RS); 
Bill Jaquish, LB, Soph.; Ron McLean, DT, Sr. 
(medical RS); Len Strandley, K, Sr.; Todd 
White, WR, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Frank Cozza, DT (JC); 
James Good, OT (JC); Quentin Knight, NG 
(transfer, Sam Houston State); Tyrone Pope, 
CB (transfer, Colorado State); Dan Unger, DT 
(JC). 


LONG BEACH STATE 


Coach: Mike Sheppard ( 10-13, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 6-6; PCAA: 4-3/4th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Dave Carter, LB; Dickson Falefia, 
OG; Mark Faust, DT; Doug Gaynor, QB; Tom 
Hensley, DE; Mac McKeever, LB; Chuck Meier- 
bachtol, DE; Troy Ory, WR; Gary Ryan, S; Mar- 
tin Sartin, FB; John Stapleton, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Spencer Bat- 
tle, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; Joe losefa, T, 6-3/300, Sr.; 
Mike Lilly, T, 6-4/260, Sr.; Charles Lockett, 
WR, 6-0/175, Sr.; Greg Locy, TE, 6-3/212, Sr.; 
Michael Roberts, TB, 5-10/162, Soph. De- 
fense (5): Stacey Alexander, CB, 5- 10/160, 
Soph.; Roger Beavers, S, 6-3/200, Sr.; Curtis 
Cummings, LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; Don Hiti, T, 6- 
2/245, Sr.; Val James, CB, 6-0/185, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Brian Browning, TB, Soph.; 
Jeff Graham, QB, Soph.; Kwante Hampton, 
RB/WR,Sr.; Gene Lemmers, P, Soph.; Gary 
Ruhlen, QB, Sr. (RS); Mark Templeton, FB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Pepper Jenkins, LB; Tyrone 
McCullouch, WR (JC). 


Fullerton State’s Sean Foy. 


NEVADA-LAS VEGAS 


Coach: Wayne Nunnely (first year at UNLV) 
1985 Record: 5-5-1; PCAA: 4-2-1/3rd. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Harvey Allen, S; Paul Godbey, OT; 
Daryl Knox, LB; Tony Lewis, FB; Carlos Lovato, 
DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Chris 
Bridges, TE, 6-2/215, Jr.; Kirk Jones, TB, 5- 
10/205, Sr.; Steve Stallworth, QB, 6-3/185, 
Sr.; George Thomas, WR, 5-11/164, Jr. De- 
fense (6): Anthony Blue, CB, 5-9/179, Sr.; 
David Hollis, CB, 5- 11/187, Sr.; Alvin Horn, S, 
5-11/180, Sr.; Marion Knight, DE, 6-2/260, 
Sr.; Darnell Pickens, LB, 6-3/232, Jr.; Charles 
Wiley, NT, 6-2/240, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Willie Davis, LB, Sr.; Al Domin- 
ique, OT, Sr.; Rod Emery, RB, Sr.; Tony Glad- 
ney, WR, Sr. (RS); Marcus Glasgow, S, Sr.; 
Adrian Harris, LB, Jr.; Andre Horn, LB, Jr.; Bob 
Hulberg, P, Sr.; Jim Moreno, OT, Sr.; Robert 
Orr, C, Jr.; Ickey Woods, FB, Jr.; Autney Wren, 
DB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Steve Alberts, DT (JC); Ron 
Banks, LB (JC); Jeffrey Barnes, TE (JC); 
Bryan Burnside, DB (JC); Anthony Glover, LB; 
Eric Myers, LB; Johnny Nunley, RB (JC); 
Charles Price, QB; Scott Sims, QB; Michael 
Vaughn, TE; Malcolm White, LB (JC); Keith 
Williams, LB (JC). 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


Coach: Mike Knoll (first year at New Mexico 
State) 

1985 Record: 1-10; PCAA; 0-7/8th. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Brett Cooper, C; Rick Clopton, 
OG; Ron Clopton, NG; Benny Dickens, DT; 
Mark Dunn, FL; Bill Fanellli, FB; Paul Wynn, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Jon Dickens, 
C, 6-3/245, Sr.; Luis McDonald, WR, 5- 
10/175, Sr.; Jim Miller, QB, 6- 1/195, Jr.; Jon 
Roberts, T, 6-3/265, Jr.; Joe Rowley, RB, 5- 
10/170, Jr.; Paul Schroeder, WR, 6-0/ 180, Sr. 
Defense (9): Lloyd Bradley, CB, 5-10/170, 
Soph.; D’Andre Collins, LB, 6- 1/210, Sr.; Dar- 
ryl Ford, LB, 6-1/220, Jr.; Calvin Henry, CB, 
5-11/185, Sr.; Bobby Kinder, LB, 6-0/215, Sr; 
Steve Markey, LB, 6-1/220, Sr.; George Nedd, 
S, 6-3/210, Sr.; Dennis Owens, CB, 5-10/175, 
Jr.; Mike Williams, T, 6-3/240, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Roger Bocox, FB, Jr.; Sadao 
Langfeldt, WR, Sr.; Andy Miller, OG, Soph.; 
Don Milton, TE, Sr.; Ken Rose, OT, Sr.; Lance 
Smith, P, Jr.; Roger Turner, OG, Soph.; Johnny 
Walker, DT, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Pat Brown, RB (JC); Marvin 
Goudeau, RB (JC); Rossi Humphrey, WR 
(JC); Lenny Moore, DT (JC); Nathaniel Rog- 
ers, OT (RS); Chris Suydam, S (JC); Phil Vin- 
son, QB (RS). 
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PACIFIC 


Coach: Bob Cope ( 12-23, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 5-7; PCAA: 2-5/7th. 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Terry Buggs, LB; Kurt Heinrich, 
WR; Nick Holt, LB; Damon Lanier, DE; Mark 
Long, TE; Tommy Purvis, DB; Dan Smith, OT; 
Andre Stockton, LB; Gene Thomas, WR; Kevin 
Thompson, LB; Eduardo Yaques, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Chris Allen, 
G, 6-2/265, Sr.; Steve Clower, C, 6-3/275, Sr.; 
Bill Gorham, T, 6-5/245, Sr.; Hue Jackson, QB, 
6-0/195, Sr.; James Mackey, RB, 5-10/180, 
Sr.; Steve Souza, RB, 5-10/185, Sr. Defense 
(6): Kelvin Harden, T, 6- 1/260, Sr.; Jeff Plun- 
kett, LB, 6-2/215, Sr.; Dean Sawyer, LB/DB, 
5-11/180, Sr.; Ron Talbot, DB, 6-0/205, Sr.; 
Pat Weisensee, DB, 5- 10/175, Soph.; Marvin 
Williams, L, 6-3/220, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Gregg Daniel, RB, Sr.; Aaron 
Fike, OL, Sr.; Andy Franks, DL, Sr. (RS); Carl 
Hancock, DE, Sr.; Todd Herrington, LB, Jr. 
(RS); Greg Koperek, CB, Soph.; Dennis Mc- 
Gowan, OL, Jr.; Mike McMaster, DB, Soph.; 
Ken Norgaard, K, Sr.; Jamie Nott, OL, Soph.; 
Rich Sarris, DL, Sr. (RS); Dean Sawyer, LB, 
Sr.; Jeff Schafer, OL/DL, Sr. (RS); Savaii 
Seau, DL, Sr.; Robert Zolg, OG, Sr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Cedell Bush, DB (JC); 
Booker Guyton, WR (JC). 


SAN JOSE STATE 


Coach: Claude Gilbert (8-13-1, 2 years; 69- 
39-3 overall, 10 years) 

1985 Record: 2-8-1; PCAA: 2-4-1/6th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Danny Clark, LB; Bobby Cobarru- 
vias, FB; Stacey Gilcrest, CB; Jim Hollinger, LB; 
Curt Lyon, LB; Bruce McAlvain, OT; Marcus 
McDade, CB; Michael Session, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Doug Allen, 
QB, 6-0/164, Jr.; Mike Barnard, T, 6-5/251, 
Jr.; K.C. Clark, HB, 5-9/182, Sr.; Stephen 
Crawford, WR, 5-10/173, Sr.; David Diaz-In- 
fante, G, 6-3/260, Sr.; Kenny Nash, WR, 6- 
2/184, Sr.; Don Teague, C, 6-2/252, Sr.; Cor- 
tez Thomas, WR (switched from TE), 6-2/210, 
Sr. Defense (6): Marc Gouldsby, T, 6-1/278, 
Sr.; Sam Kennedy, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Freddie 
Payton, S, 5-7/155, Sr.; Larry Weldon, S, 6- 
1/198, Sr.; Wayne Woodard, T, 6-4/241, Sr. 
Key Returnees: John Aimonetti, OT, Sr. (med- 
ical RS); Chris Alexander, LB, Jr. (medical 
RS); Todd Cage, WR, Sr.; Mark Dean, DT, Sr.; 
Lafo Malauulu, WR, Sr.; Manu Mulitalo, OG, Sr. 
(medical RS); John Murphy, TE, Sr.; Kenny 
Roberts, WR, Jr. (medical RS); Rafael Santini, 
LB, Sr.; Donald Stewart, FB, Jr.; Randy Walker, 
RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Guy Liggins, WR (JC); Willie 
McCloud, WR (JC); Larry Sandson, NG (JC). 


UTAH STATE 


Coach: Chuck Shelton (first year at Utah State, 
40-59 overall, 9 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; PCAA: 3-4/Sth. 

Offense; Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mickey Bell, FL; Ed Berry, CB; 
Scott Burton, OT; Mike Campbell, DT; Tim 
Ford, LB; Richard Gwynn, RB; Brad Ipsen, QB; 
Tony Johnson, OG; Derek McPherson, FL; Sol- 
omon Miller, SE; Tim Ruiz, C; Dwight Storay, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Glen Craw- 
ford, RB, 5-10/187, Sr.; Tom James, TE, 6- 
4/220, Soph.; Greg Sinnott, T, 6-7/305, Sr.; 
Navy Tuiasosopo, G, 6-1/305, Sr. Defense 
(7): Ray Farris, CB, 5-9/175, Sr.; James Jen- 
kins, LB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Darrin Long, S, 6- 
1/178, Jr.; Mark Mraz, E/T, 6-4/255, Sr.; Jim 
Pauciello, E/T, 6-3/253, Sr.; Al Smith, LB, 6- 
1/230, Sr.; Kevin Young, T, 6-5/260, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Alonzo Clark, RB, Jr. (RS); 
Dene Garner, K, Jr.; Brian Hunsaker, DT, 
Soph.; John Moore, TE/SE, Sr.; Jim Otto Jr., 
LB, Soph. (RS); Brett Stevens, QB, Soph.; 
Kevin Young, DT, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: David Bates, QB (trans- 
fer, Texas-Arlington); Matt Hanousek, OG 
(transfer, Drake); Wade Harman, LB (transfer, 
Drake); Melvin McFarland, DB; Pat Newman, 
WR; Richard Rollins, WR (JC); Tory Turner, 
WR (JC). ' 


should have one of the league’s top de- 
fenses. 

“That's the strength of the team right 
now,” Coach Gene Murphy said. 

Led by all-conference pick Sean Foy, 
the linebacking appears especially solid 
with all four starters back. The line is 
proven, too, with the return of tackle Ron 
McLean, who was redshirted after injur- 
ing his knee in the third game last year, 
and noseguard Jim Baoia. 

The secondary must be rebuilt, howev- 
er, around safety Tom Phillips. Colorado 
State transfer Tyrone Pope could be a val- 
uable addition to that unit. 

“We have quality depth here,” Murphy 
said, “but no game experience.” 

The “Bomb Corps”—Fullerton’s group 
of speedy, acrobatic receivers—has given 
way to the “New Edition,” as the apparent 
successors call themselves. But Murphy 
isn’t convinced that Todd White and John 
Gibbs, who combined for just four recep- 
tions last season, can replace James 
Pruitt, Corn Redick, Allen Pitts and Wade 
Lockett. 

That means the Titan offense might just 
entail sophomore quarterback Tony Dill 
handing off to running back Rick Calhoun, 
who rushed for 747 yards and was named 
the all-conference kick return specialist 
last year, and fullback Mark Hood. 

They will run behind guard Mark Steph- 
enson and tackle Ed Gillies, Stephenson, a 
6-foot-3, 285-pound senior, had major knee 
surgery after the '84 season but battled 
back and made the All-PCAA team. 

“He’s a great drive blocker,” Murphy 
said. “Right now he’s a run blocker. I 
know the pros don’t want to hear that. No- 
body in the pros is going to put a wishbone 
in.” 

But somebody in the PCAA already has 
—Pacific Coach Bob Cope, who scrapped 
the Tigers’ one-back offense last year. 

Such an offense is peculiar in the pass- 
crazy PCAA, but by the end of the season 
it appeared to be taking hold. In the last 
three games, Pacific averaged 36.7 points. 

Cope showed that instituting the wish- 
bone was a commitment, not an experi- 
ment, by signing eight running backs, in- 
cluding seven junior college transfers. 
This glut of backfield players has created 
a spirited battle among top returnees 
James Mackey (1,563 career yards rush- 
ing), Steve Souza and Gregg Daniel and 
the various recruits. 

The competition pleases Cope, who was 
dissatisfied with the lack of big gainers 
last year. 

When quarterback Hue Jackson gets 
into the open field, he can be dangerous, 
although he has to make the pitch a more 
feared part of the option. He also contrib- 
uted 10 of the Tigers’ 15 touchdown passes 
last year—not bad for a wishbone team. 

Jackson will spend his senior year 
working behind a line that returns 60 per- 
cent intact. Center Steve Clower anchors 


the forward wall, which will get a boost 
from the return of guard Robert Zolg. 

When the offense comes up short of the 
end zone, placekicker Ken Norgaard 
usually can be counted on to put some 
points on the board. 

As usual, the defense has to get better. 
Pacific allowed 415.3 yards per game, and 
even when the offense finally kicked in 
near the end of the season, the shoddy de- 
fense contributed to defeats in four of the 
last five games. 

Cope will personally coordinate the de- 
fense following assistant Kirk Harmon’s 
move to Fullerton. His top players will be 
tackle Kelvin Harden and linebacker Jeff 
Plunkett, who paced the squad with 143 
tackles last fall. 

For a real contrast in offensive style, 
consider Long Beach State, which throws 
out of its pro-style passing offense almost 
as much as Pacific runs out of its wish- 
bone. 

The offense was designed by Coach 
Mike Sheppard, who blended the best of 
what he learned from Sid Gillman, LaVell 
Edwards, Doug Scovil and others into a 
system that ranked fifth nationally in 
passing offense last fall. 

That offense may stumble somewhat 
with the departure of quarterback Doug 
Gaynor, who shared PCAA Offensive 
Player of the Year honors with Fresno 
State’s Sweeney last season. But Sheppard 
said he is confident that sophomore Jeff 
Graham can enjoy the same kind of suc- 
cess Gaynor did. 

Unless he loses the starting job to sen- 
ior Gary Ruhlen, Graham will have the 
luxury of throwing to All-PCAA wide re- 
ceiver Charles Lockett, who caught 69 
passes for 949 yards in '85. 

The offensive line returns a couple of 
All-PCAA selections, tackle Joe Iosefa and 
tight end Greg Locy. The 49ers don’t run 
the ball often, but when they do, fullback 
Mark Templeton is a good man to carry 
it. 

The strength of the defense is the sec- 
ondary, Safety Roger Beavers leads a tal- 
ented crew that includes cornerbacks Sta- 
cey Alexander and Val James. The line 
suffered some serious losses (such as All- 
PCAA end Chuck Meierbachtol), but the 
49ers believe a good recruiting year will 
help fill the holes. 

San Jose State was not strong defen- 
sively last year—the Spartans gave up 
410.6 yards and 30.3 points per game en 
route to a 2-8-1 record—but Coach Claude 
Gilbert wants to change that. He hired 
Sam Gruneisen, who was with the Los An- 
geles Express of the United States Foot- 
ball League the last two seasons, as defen- 
sive coordinator. 

If Gilbert gets desperate enough, he can 
sacrifice some offense for some defense 
and insert senior K.C. Clark in the second- 
ary. Clark, who has played both corner- 
back and safety at San Jose State, played 
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halfback last year and rushed for a team- 
high 429 yards. 

Clark will be running behind fine tackle 
John Aimonetti, who suffered a season- 
ending knee injury before the Spartans’ 
second game, and guard David Diaz-In- 
fante. Most of the skill-position players 
from last year return, including quarter- 
back Doug Allen. 

Six defensive starters return. Gruneisen 
will try to rebuild the defense around 
tackle Wayne Woodard and safety Larry 
Weldon. 

When Drake dropped football after last 
season, Chuck Shelton was left unem- 
ployed—but not for long. Utah State de- 
cided he should be the man to replace 
Chris Pella and try to lead the Aggies to 
their first winning season since 1980. 

“We're planning to throw the football a 
lot,”” Shelton said upon his arrival in 
Logan, “but if it turns out we can’t do that 
as well as we want, then we'll run it.” 

With the quarterback situation up in the 
air, the Aggies might have trouble estab- 
lishing a passing game. Tom Ponich and 
Brett Stevens (brother of UCLA quarter- 
back Matt Stevens) both have some expe- 
rience, but several others will be given a 
chance to win the starting job. 

That is just one of many problem spots 
offensively for the Aggies. 

“Looking at the game films, I don’t 
think there is one thing offensively from 
1985 that is pleasing to me,” Shelton said. 

The Aggie defense, however, could be 
quite good this fall. Seven starters, includ- 
ing All-PCAA linebacker Al Smith and All- 
PCAA lineman Jim Pauciello, return from 
a squad that ranked third in the league in 
total defense and was tops against the 
run. 

The Aggies have one of the West’s best 
placekickers in Dene Garner, who holds 
the PCAA records for longest field goal 
(58 yards) and most in one game (five). 

First-year Coach Mike Knoll already 
has made several changes at New Mexico 
State, which won only one game a year 
ago and obviously was in need of change. 

Knoll, who has an extensive defensive 
background, has set improving the 
league’s worst defense as his No. | priori- 
ty. He has switched to a 4-3 alignment and 
will count on linebackers Darryl Ford and 
Bobby Kinder, cornerbacks Calvin Henry 
and Lloyd Bradley and junior college 
transfer Lenny Moore to make it work. 

Offensively, Knoll has replaced Fred 
Zechman's run-and-shoot system with a 
pro-set. The passing combination of Jim 
Miller to Luis McDonald should be effec- 
tive, while junior Joe Rowley, who led the 
league in all-purpose running last year, is 
a threat rushing, receiving and returning 
kicks. 

Ken Pivernetz covers college sports for the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram, 


Rick Weber covers college sports for the Stockton 
(Calif.) Record. 
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Academy Football 


Terry Maki’s 
Star Is Shining 
At Air Force 


By DICK CONNOR 


he wind can be ferocious at any 

i time of year, coming off the front 

range of the Rockies just to the 

west and slamming into the collection of 

buildings and playing fields and 18,000 

acres that make up the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 

Terry Maki hears it against the window 
as he tugs the blanket corner tighter, 
takes one last look at the room and heads 
for breakfast formation. 

He has been up since 6 a.m., allowing 
time for a quick review for a morning 
quiz preceding formation. 

They march to get their Wheaties and 
eggs at the academy, located just north of 
Colorado Springs, Colo., just as they 
march to lunch and get up in the dark and 
rarely douse the final light until 11:30 p.m. 
or midnight. The football-playing mem- 
bers of the student body will snatch a few 
minutes at noon to review film, but eve- 
nings are reserved for heavy-duty book 
work—not more film review. 

It is a way of life utterly foreign to most 
big-time football programs. It’s a way, 
though, that led the Falcons to an 11-1 reg- 
ular-season record in 1985, a Bluebonnet 
Bow! victory and a Top 10 national rank- 
ing. And it has helped thrust Maki to the 
brink of All-America status. 

Somehow, it’s difficult to picture some 
Oklahoma or Southern California star ris- 
ing before dawn to get his room in inspec- 
tion order before marching through the 
morning wind to breakfast. That image 
doesn’t come into focus. It comes clearly 
and naturally for Maki and the Falcons. 

Maki registered 30 tackles (19 unassist- 
ed) against Notre Dame last fall, has to- 
taled 20 or more in three other Air Force 
games, helped limit Navy standout Napo- 
leon McCallum to 67 yards rushing in the 
Middies-Falcons clash of 1985 and figures 
to contend for the NCAA heavyweight 
wrestling championship in the 1986-87 
school year. Despite all this, the Montan- 
an was almost universally ignored as a 
high school football player. 

“A few schools recruited me as a wres- 
tler, some good ones, but Montana and 
Montana State were the only ones to offer 
a full football scholarship,” he said. 

So Maki went to the Air Force Acade- 
my as a wrestler and “walked on” in foot- 
ball. After all, Libby, Mont., is not a fre- 
quent stop on the recruiting circuit. 

“We were the pits,” said Maki, reflect- 
ing on his high school team’s football rec- 
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Terry Maki’s on-field intensity mirrors the way he goes about his 


daily routine at the Air Force Academy. 


ords. “I never played on a winning team 
until I got here. We were 1-8, 2-9 and 4-5.” 

Obviously, the Libby Loggers did not 
have to reserve press box space for the 
big-time programs searching for talent. 

“It’s real small, about two or three stop- 
lights (and about 4,000 people),” Maki said 
of his hometown. “The next biggest town 
is Kalispell, which is 90 miles away. Libby 
is way up in the corner, next to Canada, 
and it’s isolated, and we live 13 miles from 
that.” 

Predawn wind and biting temperatures 
are nothing new to Maki. His father sells 
and maintains communication equipment 
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for the local law agencies and also runs a 
Christmas tree farm, harvesting the best 
4,000 trees from among 23,000 to send to 
market annually. It is hard work, and 
lending a hand was a factor in sculpting 
young Maki into the 6-foot-2, 236-pound 
proportions that make him the largest 
linebacker in Air Force history. And sure- 
ly the best. 

Maki’s temperament complements his 
work ethic. Notre Dame had a first down 
at Air Force’s 2-yard line late in the 
schools’ 1985 meeting, and the Fighting 
Irish finally had decided they could play 
“smashball” against the smaller Falcons. 


The Irish had thumped away methodi- 
cally until they were poised just outside 
the goal line. 

“We're not going to let it happen!” Maki 
screamed at his teammates. ‘We're not 
going to let it happen!” 

Notre Dame, having already lost three 
straight games to the Falcons after build- 
ing an 11-0 series advantage, was clinging 
to a 15-13 lead with about 2 minutes re- 
maining in the game and a score at that 
point would have virtually wrapped things 
up. 
Allen Pinkett was stuffed for a yard loss 
by tackle John Ziegler. Noseguard Dick 
Clark nailed Pinkett for a six-yard loss on 
second down. On third and goal at the 9, 
Ziegler burst up the middle and had Steve 
Beuerlein in his grasp when the Irish 
quarterback was whistled for intentional 
grounding. 

But even this turn of events seemed less 
than disastrous for Notre Dame. Sure, its 
offense had been stymied, but Notre 
Dame was about to end an embarrassing 
losing streak against a team that, in some 
instances, it outweighed by 30 to 40 
pounds per man. Even a field goal would 
have forced the Falcons to score a touch- 
down to win, and yardage had been non- 
existent for long stretches of this national- 
ly televised game. 

On came Irish placekicker John Car- 
ney. Exit Notre Dame, one more time. 

Maki found a tiny crease, got up inside 
and reached enough to get a hand on the 
kick, knew it was blocked, and began a 
little dance in front of the goal post. What 
he didn’t see was the ball he had blocked 
arching some 20 feet in the air—and 
straight into the hands of defensive back 
A.J. Scott at the Air Force 23. Seconds 
later, Scott was in the distant end zone 
after a 77-yard return, Air Force had won 
again, and Maki, with 30 tackles and that 
field-goal block, was explaining what had 
transpired. 

“T did a lot of things wrong today and 
some of my technique wasn’t very good,” 
Maki said. “I didn’t feel I had played my 
best.” 

Maki’s analysis was hardly unanimous. 
He was named the nation’s defensive 
player of the week (by Sports Illustrated). 

Scott is gone, along with 14 other start- 
ers, from a team that tied Brigham Young 

for the Western Athletic Conference title 

with a 7-1 league record and downed 
Texas, 24-16, in the Bluebonnet Bowl dur- 
ing what generally is regarded as the Fal- 
cons’ finest season ever. 

Maki returns on a team whose defense 
will have to carry the offense in the early 
games of a schedule that again includes 
Notre Dame—this time in South Bend, 
Ind. Maki, the key figure on defense, is a 
major candidate for the Lombardi Trophy 
(awarded to the outstanding lineman in 
college football) and All-America honors. 

The five-year service commitment 


Cornerback Tom Rotello joins 
Terry Maki on the solid Air 
Force defensive unit. 


after graduation will rule out a pro ca- 
reer, and Maki eventually would like to go 
back to Libby, to the nearby fishing 
streams, to the farm and the lifestyle. 

“IT never watched much television,” 
Maki said.“We had only one channel.” 

He turned instead to horseback riding, 
hiking and fishing. 

“Someday, I'd like to go back and run 
the farm,” he said. “I’m kind of rough. I 
just grew up that way.” 

One thing Maki won't do is go on to 
flight school. His eyesight (he wears con- 
tacts) disqualifies him for the flight train- 
ing many of his teammates eventually 
will undergo. 

Does Maki ever think wistfully about 
professional football? 

“Every now and then, of course, I think 
about it,” he said, acknowledging the pros- 
pects that a linebacker of his credentials 
would be facing on another campus. “But 
I'm really glad I came here. Since I can’t 
fly, I would like to get into special opera- 
tions, you know, combat control and 
things like that. I would like to get in on 
the action.” 

In the meantime, there is the little 
problem of somehow trying to live up to 
the legacy of an 11-victory regular season 
while also living the spartan schedule of 
every cadet. 

“We get up at 6:30, 6:20. Formation is at 
6:40. Breakfast is at 7:30,” Maki explained. 
“You clean your room and get ready for 
school and everything between formation 
and breakfast. 

“Classes start at 8 o’clock. At noon, 
while everyone is marching to lunch, we’ll 


be downstairs in the dining hall, eating 
real quick and then watching film for half 
an hour or so. 

“That’s just during the season. Other- 
wise, we march, too. Then it’s back to 
school. 

“At 3 o’clock, we come back down to 
the fieldhouse to get taped, get dressed. 
There is a 3:30 meeting. At 4, we are on 
the field. That lasts until 6 or 6:30. About 
6:45, we’re back up to eat dinner. About 
7:30, we start studying. That goes until 
about 11. Or 12. Usually we’re up at least 
until 12, It makes a long day.” 

There is no such thing as an athletic 
dormitory or special privilege at a service 
academy. 

“You get used to the schedule,” Maki 
said. “Everyone on the team is going 
through it. Everyone here at the academy 
is going through it. 

“We are scattered through the different 
squadrons. I have only one other football 
player in my squadron. And he’s not even 
a varsity player yet. 

“You go back to your squadron and you 
are just part of the squadron, part of the 
military life. Everything is expected out of 
you that is expected out of everybody else. 

“I’m a master sergeant now,” he said 
last spring. “I’m in charge of 13 people as 
an element leader. There are 110 in a 
squadron. I will probably be an officer 
next year, when I’m a senior.” 

Maybe it’s the rural upbringing, the 
Western reticence, but Maki tends to un- 
derstate his accomplishments. It takes a 
while, for instance, to discover he was a 
high school All-America as a wrestler, 
that Oklahoma was one of the schools that 
tried to recruit him for wrestling—but not 
for football. 

So was Brigham Young, and it seemed 
only natural that Maki, a Mormon, might 
head that way. 

“Well, their wrestling coach was kind of 
late talking to me,” Maki said. Besides, by 
then, two former Libby classmates at the 
academy had whetted his interest, and he 
also had decided that the Falcons’ football 
fortunes—Air Force had recorded eight 
straight losing seasons when Maki began 
his last year of high school ball—might 
allow room for a walk-on. 

“They put me at noseguard the first 
half of my freshman year;” Maki said of 
his early days at the academy. “I was a 
tailback and linebacker in high school. 

“T wouldn’t mind playing fullback here. 
But,” he added with a laugh, “they seem 
to prefer those little, quick guys.” 

So, Maki has played football in the fall, 
leading the Falcons in tackling two 
straight years, then wrestled in the win- 
ter. He was the WAC heavyweight cham- 
pion in 1985, but passed up defense of his 
title in 1986 to go out for spring ball and 
concentrate on football for his final sea- 
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son. 

“T think it hurt my football to wrestle,” 
Maki said. “I was ranked eighth in the 
NCAA, but I wanted to work on football 
this spring. I’ll wrestle next year.” 

It’s conceivable he could wind up an 
All-America in each sport as a senior. But, 
if having 30 tackles against Notre Dame, 
plus creating the blocked field goal to win 
the game, is not enough to satisfy, what 
would? What is Maki’s idea of a perfect 
game? 

“Have all my assignments down per- 
fectly,” he said. “Make every tackle. Not 
miss anything on the day. Stuff like that.” 

The frightening part, for an opponent, 
is that Terry Maki, the reticent destroyer 
from next to the Canadian border, the 
Christmas tree grower, is capable of just 
that kind of game. & 


By DICK ROSETTA 


Brigham Young and Air Force have 
presented the Western Athletic Confer- 
ence with eight bowl victories against just 
two losses in the 1980s—the flossiest con- 
ference mark in Division I-A. And like 
kids at the candy-store window, other 
WAC schools are salivating over the pros- 
pects of joining the football bow! carnival 
in 1986, the league’s 25th anniversary sea- 
son. 

With major rebuilding projects facing 
Coach LaVell Edwards at BYU and Coach 
Fisher DeBerry at Air Force, the league’s 
perennial middle-of-the-pack performers 
like Utah, San Diego State, New Mexico 
and Hawaii are poised for an assault on 
the WAC crown and an automatic host 
spot in the eighth annual Holiday Bowl. 
The WAC has renewed its ties with the 
San Diego classic after a one-year hiatus. 

Nowhere in the far-reaching league, 
which extends from Wyoming to Hono- 
lulu, is enthusiasm more rampant than in 
Salt Lake City, home of the University of 
Utah and only 45 miles north of Provo. 
That’s the city that BYU graced with its 
1984 national-championship season. 

Second-year Utah Coach Jim Fassel left 
a sinking United States Football League 
ship 18 months ago and righted the Utes’ 
boat in just one season. After bringing 
Utah out of the 5-6, 5-6, 6-5-1 mediocrity of 
the 1982, ’83 and ’84 seasons with an im- 
pressive 8-4 log (third place in the WAC) 
in 1985, Fassel has the Beehive State’s 
capital city buzzing with football fever. 

Fassel roared into town last year after 
leaving the USFL’s Portland Breakers 
and immediately implemented a passing 
offense, a la the assembly-line aerial pyro- 
technics produced annually by BYU. 


———__ _* te 


Quarterback Larry Egger 
(above) and wide receiver 
Loren Richey are the key ele- 
ments in Utah’s aerial fire- 
works display. 
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In 1984, Utah had passed for 1,903 yards. 
A year later under Fassel, the Utes ex- 
ploded for 3,199 aerial yards, a fat 68 per- 
cent increase. That’s still below BYU’s 
4,000-yard credentials, but it’s enough to 
make the conference’s already shell- 
shocked defenses cringe. 

Utah’s aerial renaissance can be traced 
directly to the so-called El] Camino Con- 
nection—quarterback Larry Egger and 
wide receiver Loren Richey. Egger, a 
classic drop-back passer who draws com- 
parisons to former Stanford great John 
Elway, hails from Redondo Beach, Calif. 
Richey, who established a Utah record 
with 73 receptions in 1985, was born in 
Torrance, about four miles down the 
oceanfront from Redondo Beach, 

They became roommates at El Camino 
Junior College in 1984 and joined forces in 
other ways, too. Egger, a 6-foot, 212-pound 
lefthander, threw for a junior college-rec- 
ord 231 completions in piling up 2,930 
yards and 20 touchdowns. Richey caught 
83 of those passes, another junior college 
record. 

When Fassel hired El Camino Coach 
Jack Reilly as his offensive coordinator in 
1985, Reilly brought Egger and Richey 
with him. 

Egger’s passes continued to find Richey 
at an alarming rate as Utah reeled off five 
straight victories to start the 1985 season 
and ultimately climbed to 8-2 and into 
bowl consideration. But season-ending 
losses to Colorado State and BYU killed 
that aspiration. Egger still topped his '84 
production, rolling up 2,988 yards while 
becoming only the sixth player in NCAA 
history to throw for 200 yards or more in 
11 straight games. Richey’s 73 receptions 
netted 971 yards (13.3 per catch) and 
seven touchdowns. 

But Utah’s best passing season ever 
failed to satiate the ravenous appetites of 
the “Connection.” 

“To tell you the truth, we were both a 
little disappointed over last year,” said Ri- 
chey, who patterns his movements after 
Wes Chandler of the National Football 
League’s San Diego Chargers. “It began 
with the (team) record. We feel we should 
have been at least 9-3, and that would 
have gotten us to a bowl. Personally, I 
want to lead the nation in receptions (he 
was seventh in 1985) and get 1,200 yards 
and be first-team all-conference.” 

As for Egger, a sun worshiper who is as 
much at home playing volleyball on Santa 
Monica Beach as on a football field, the 
goals are nearly as lofty. 

“!’m aiming for an interception total 
under 10 (he had a whopping 22 in 1985), 
400 yards per game passing, All-America 
recognition and getting drafted,” he said. 
“If I get the first three, the fourth one will 
probably take care of itself.” 

Utah’s multiple offense, which ranked 
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AIR FORCE 


Coach: Fisher DeBerry (20-5, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 11-1; WAC; 7-1/T ist. 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Hugh Brennan, TE; Ken Carpen- 
ter, WR; Mike Chandler, LB; Kraig Evenson, 
OT; Randy Jones, HB; Joe Jose, OG; Pat Ma- 
lackowski, LB; Kelly Pittman, HB; A.J. Scott, S; 
Dave Sutton, OT; Scott Thomas, S; Bart Weiss, 
QB; Dwan Wilson, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): Pat Evans, 
FB, 5-11/195, Jr.; Steve Hendrickson, G, 6- 
2/245, Sr. Defense (5): Ty Hankamer, LB, 6- 
1/220, Sr.; Chad Hennings, T, 6-5/250, Jr.; 
Terry Maki, LB, 6-2/236, Sr.; Tom Rotello, CB, 
5-11/185, Sr.; Steve Spewock, NG, 6-3/240, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: Troy Calhoun, QB, Soph.; 
Steve Flewelling, DT, Sr.; David Gaines, C, Jr.; 
Roy Garcia, OG, Jr. (RS); Blake Gettys, C, Jr.; 
Brady Glick, LB, Sr.; Tyrone Jeffcoat, WR, Sr.; 
E.J. Jones, DB, Sr.; Mike Loughman, OT, Sr.; 
Kevin Martin, LB, Sr.; Grant Morris, FB, Jr.; 
Marc Munafo, HB, Sr.; Greg Myers, OG, Jr.; 
Tony Roberson, WR, Soph.; Mark Simon, P, 
Sr.; Johnny Smith, FB, Sr.; Pat Stoll, DT, Sr.; 
Jim Sturgeon, QB, Soph.; John Teague, OL, 
Sr.; Mike Toliver, CB, Sr.; Jim Tomallo, QB, Jr.; 
Mike Walker, DT, Jr.; Jeff Weathers, LB, Jr.; 
Scott Wolfe, QB, Jr. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 


Coach: LaVell Edwards ( 129-40-1, 15 years) 
1985 Record: 11-2; WAC: 7-1/T 1st. 

Offense: Pro Set. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Robbie Bosco, QB; Kurt Gouveia, 
LB; Glen Kozlowski, WR; Scott Robinson, OT; 
Marc Sherman, DB; Vai Sikahema, RB; Kelly 
Smith, RB; Ken Smith, NG; Jeff Sprowls, DB; 
Dave Tidwell, OG; Leon White, LB; Cary Whit- 
tingham, LB; Dave Wright, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Mark Bellini, 
WR, 6-0/180, Sr.; John Borgia, G, 6-3/288, 
Jr.; Lakei Heimuli, FB, 5-11/207, Sr.; Trevor 
Molini, TE, 6-4/229, Jr. Defense (4): Ladd 
Akeo, LB, 6-2/215, Sr.; Jason Buck, T, 6- 
6/274, Sr.; Shawn Knight, T, 6-6/275, Sr.; 
Rodney Thomas, DB, 6-0/ 190, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Sean Covey, QB, Soph.; Kevin 
Doman, SE, Sr.; Jim Edwards, WR, Sr.; Dave 
Futrell, NG, Jr.; Bruce Hanson, FB, Sr.; Richard 
Hobbs, LB, Jr.; John Hunter, OT, Soph.; Bob 
Jensen, QB, Soph.; Dave King, OT, Sr.; Steve 
Lindsley, QB, Sr.; Ty Mattingly, DT, Sr.; David 
Miles, SE, Jr.; Scott Peterson, S/P, Soph.; 
Korey Rasmussen, S, Sr.(RS); Thor Salanoa, 
LB, Soph.; Steve Sanders, LB, Sr.; Jeff Wilcox, 
S, Sr.; Mike Young, QB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Matt Bellini, WR; Leonard 
Chitty, K (JC); Rodney Rice, DB(JC); Richard 
Zayas, WR (JC). 


COLORADO STATE 


Coach: Leon Fuller (17-29, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 5-7; WAC: 4-4/5th. 

Offense: Single Back. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Bill Chirico, OG; Dan Ham- 
merschmidt, S; Keith Pitts, LB; Terry Unrein, 
DE; Gary Walk, LB; Tim Zubradt, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Steve Bar- 
talo, FB, 5-9/197, Sr.; Sanjay Beach, SE, 6- 
0/183, Jr.; John Benton, T, 6-3/240, Sr.; Tony 
Bevacqua, TE, 6-5/225, Sr.; Dan Fiala, T, 6- 
7/245, Jr.; Guy Goar, C, 6-4/245, Sr.; David 
Harris, TE, 6-4/225, Sr.; Edgar Mitchell, G, 6- 
3/296, Sr.; Kelly Stouffer, QB, 6-3/214, Sr.; 
Todd Tyrrell, FL, 6-0/184, Jr. Defense (7): 
Ron Cotrell, CB, 5-7/160, Soph.; Darrell Funk, 
E, 6-5/246, Sr.; Hardy Griffin, CB, 5- 10/180, 
Sr.; Clint Hjelm, E, 6-4/240, Jr.; Dave Mundt, 
LB, 6-1/225, Soph.; Pete Paviakis, LB, 6- 
0/215, Jr.; Todd Schmidt, NT, 6-0/247, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Ty Barrett, LB, Jr.; Gregg Bat- 
tle, FB, Sr.; J.D. Brookhart, FL, Jr.; Dale Carr, 
LB, Sr. (RS); Steve DeLine, K, Sr.; Jim 
Lawrence, DE, Sr.; Ron Tesone, CB, Jr.; Scott 
Whitehouse, FB, Soph. (RS); Gary Wehlage, S, 
Sr.; Doug Wills, OG, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Robert Chirico, DL/LB; John 
Laurita, DL; Ben Morgan, DL; Steve Rule, LB; 
Eric Schaller, L; Sean Schwery, OL (RS); 
Charles Thatch, FB; Todd Yert, LB/RB. 


HAWAII 


Coach: Dick Tomey (56-41-3, 9 years) 

1985 Record: 4-6-2; WAC: 4-3-1/4th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mike Beazley, LB; Nuu Faaola, RB; 
Kent Kafentzis, DB; Walter Murray, WR; Louis 
Santiago, S; Vincent Sides, CB; Ana Tuiasoso- 
po, DL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Theo Adams, 
TE, 6-5/226, Jr.; David Dyas, WR, 6-0/180, 
Sr.; Heikoti Fakava, FB, 6- 1/201, Soph.; Char- 
lie Moetului, C, 6-2/227, Jr.; Mark Nua, T, 6- 
7/322, Soph.; Joe Onosai, G, 6-3/263, Sr.; 
Gregg Tipton, QB, 6-3/182, Sr. Defense (7): 
Matt Foliner, NG, 6-2/252, Sr.; Thad Jefferson, 
LB, 5-11/221, Sr.; M.L. Johnson, LB, 6-3/234, 
Sr.; Sam Moku, CB, 5- 11/184, Sr.; Al Noga, T, 
6-2/236, Jr.; Pete Noga, LB, 5-11/212, Sr.; 
Colin Scotts, T, 6-6/264, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Amosa Amosa, OG, Soph.; 
William Bell, TB, Jr.; Danny Crowell, FB, Sr.; 
Leo Goeas, OG, Soph.; Ron Hall, TE, Sr.; Don- 
nell Hatcher, S, Soph.; Marco Johnson, 
RB/WR, Jr.; Kyle Kafentzis, DB, Sr.; Willy Ka- 
lakau, OL, Jr. (missed 1985 for personal rea- 
sons); Junior Lopati, TB, Jr.; Brian Norwood, 
CB, Jr.; Coyle Permetter, TB, Jr.; Kurt Simon, 
QB, Soph.; Koldene Walsh, FL, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Robert Lan, CB (JC); Pat- 
rick McCray, S (JC); Tracy Rutkowski, K (JC). 


NEW MEXICO 


Coach: Joe Lee Dunn (13-20, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; WAC: 2-6/T7th. 

Offense: Run and Shoot. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Jeff Apodaca, S; Donnie 
DeYoung, OT; Wes Henson, S; Lon Nunley, DT; 
Frank Reina, LB; Willie Turral, RB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Tori Brown, 
SE, 5- 10/180, Jr.; Chris Buford, SE, 6-1/172, 
Sr.; Kevin Burgess, RB, 5-9/187, Sr.; David 
Lollie, T, 6-4/259, Jr.; Scott Maney, C, 6- 
3/236, Jr.; Terance Mathis, RB, 5-10/157, 
Soph.; Brian McCabe, G, 6-3/243, Jr.; Steve 
Parr, G, 6-3/261, Sr.; Billy Rucker, QB, 6- 
0/192, Sr. Defense (7): Tom Bradford, T, 6- 
3/250, Sr.; Troy Clewis, CB, 5- 10/173, Sr.; 
Tom Cole, E, 5- 11/220, Sr.; Donnie Gassoway, 
LB, 6-2/229, Jr.; Fred Mady, MG, 6-0/246, Jr.; 
Anthony Stevenson, CB, 5-9/173, Jr.; Bob 
Umdenstock, E, 5- 11/202, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Don Carpenter, DB, Jr.; 
Terence Donaldson, OT, Jr.; Scott Howard, RB, 
Soph.; Craig Hunter, S, Sr.; Ron Keller, P, Sr.; 
Sean Mermer, LB, Jr.; Glenn Rogers, RB, Sr.; 
Joe Sells, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Keith Arbon, WR (transfer 
from Texas-Arlington); Danny Douglas, DL 
(transfer from Texas-Arlington);Torry Ed- 
wards, DL (JC); Danny Lara, DB (JC); Phillip 
Vaughan, DE (JC). 


SAN DIEGO STATE 


Coach: Denny Stoiz (first year at San Diego 
State; 109-74-2 overall, 18 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6-1; WAC: 3-4-1/6th 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Casey Brown, FB; Chris Davis, LB; 
Jack Eaton, LB; Jim Laughton, TE; Chris 
O'Brien, K; Todd Richards, LB; Webster 
Slaughter, SE; Mike Stevens, MG; Steve Svi- 
tenko, LB; Vince Warren, FL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Doug Aron- 
son, G, 6-3/270, Sr.; Chris Hardy, HB, 5- 
9/175, Sr.; Todd Santos, QB, 6-2/200, Jr. De- 
fense (6): Mike Hooper, DT, 6-3/265, Jr.; 
Steve Lauter, S, 6- 1/195, Sr.; Mario Mitchell, 
CB, 5-10/180, Soph.; Clarence Nunn, CB, 5- 
10/175, Jr,; Ellis Powers, S, 6-2/175, Sr.; Greg 
Williamson, T, 6-5/260, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Dan Allen, CB, Jr.; Robert 
Awalt, TE, Sr.; Brett Blanchard, WR, Sr.; Rich- 
ard Brown, LB, Sr.; Anthony Conyers, WR, Sr.; 
Levi Esene, DT, Sr. (RS); Brett Faryniarz, LB, 
Jr.; Corey Gilmore, FB, Sr.; Chris Kilby, DE, Sr.; 
Randy Kirk, LB, Sr.; Kenny Moore, WR, Sr.; 
Chuck Nixon, S, Jr.; Duane Pettitt, DE, Sr. 
(RS); Jim Plum, QB, Sr.; David Price, CB, Sr.; 
Wayne Ross, P, Jr.; Craig Skaggs, DT, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Dennis Arey, WR; Demetrius 
Bell, OL; Mitch Burton, TE (RS).; Dan Webster, 
DL; Dave Woodhouse, LB. 
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TEXAS-EL PASO 


Coach: Bob Stull (first year at UTEP; 10-12 
overall, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 1-10; WAC: 1-7/9th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Eric Anderson, SE; Henry Castel- 
lanos, P; Seth Joyner, LB; Larry Linne, SE; 
Tony Russo, OT; Don Sommer, OG; Vic Stag- 
liano, FB; Danny Taylor, DB; Clint Ulmer, NG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Floyd Fain, C, 
6-1/260, Sr.; Sammy Garza, QB, 6- 1/185, Sr.; 
John Harvey, TB, 6-1/180, Soph.; Bob Kese- 
day, TE, 6-6/205, Sr.; Joe MacEsker, T, 6- 
7/280, Sr.; James Spady, G, 6-2/230, Soph. 
Defense (8): Pat Baker, DB, 6-0/170, Sr.; 
Ricky Evans, DB, 5-7/170, Sr.; Blair Fowler, 
LB, 6-4/240, Sr.; Tyce Harris, LB, 6-3/210, 
Sr.; Robert Murray, DB, 5-9/160, Sr.; Joe 
Terry, LB, 6-3/210, Jr.; Albert Williams, LB, 6- 
1/230, Sr.; Alfred Williams, LB, 6-2/225, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Marcus Culbreth, NG, Soph.; 
Robert Dickerson, TB, Soph.; Eddie Dixon, TB, 
Soph.; Randy Hanson, WR, Jr. (RS); Scott 
Lynch, DT, Sr.; Barry Parker, WR, Jr.; Clarence 
Seay, WR, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Lance Brownlee, P;Anthony 
Buckley, OT (RS); Harold Collins, WR (JC); 
Mark Mariani, WR; Mike Schwartz, DT (RS); 
Eric Wells, LB (RS); Richie Wright, DB (RS). 


UTAH 


Coach: Jim Fassel (8-4, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 8-4; WAC: 5-3/3rd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses; Mark Jackson, LB; Eddie Lewis, 
RB; Don Logan, OG; Filipo Mokofisi, DE; John 
Paton, NG; Kevin Polston, DE; Kevin Reach, 
OT; Reggie Richardson, S; Curtis Sampson, 
LB; Erroll Tucker, CB; Rikki Wilson, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Gary Ander- 
son, C, 6-4/265, Sr.; Larry Egger, QB, 6- 
0/212, Sr.; James Hansen, T, 6-4/253, Sr.; 
James Hardy, WR, 6-0/175, Sr.; Craig McEw- 
en, RB, 6-1/207, Sr.; Isaako Poti, T, 6-3/272, 
Sr.; Loren Richey, WR, 6-0/175, Jr.; Don 
Woodward, TE, 6-3/213, Sr. Defense (3): 
Mike Jones, S, 6-0/206, Sr.; Jeff McMillian, T, 
6-3/290, Sr.; Gamaliel Rivers, T, 6-3/245, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Montel Bryant, C, Sr.; Jeff Flit- 
ton, LB, Soph. (RS); Clyde French, TE, Sr.; 
Andre Guardi, K, Sr.; Eddie Johnson, RB, Jr.; 
Gerald Johnson, RB, Sr.; Aric Lewis, WR, Sr. 
(RS); Darren Patterson, LB, Soph.; Lance 
Wingert, LB, Sr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Hugh Alexander, OL (JC); 
Bob Bonifacio, DB; Frank Bonifacio, LB; Don 
Cruise, P (JC); Tunufai Fasi, DT (RS/status 
undecided due to knee injury); Ken Griggs, TE; 
Tika Manu, LB (JC); Scott Mitchell, QB; Brian 
Wise, DL (JC). 


WYOMING 


Coach: Dennis Erickson (first year at Wyo- 
ming; 32-15 overall, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; WAC: 2-6/T7th. 

Offense: One Back. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Pete Benedetti, S; Mitch Daum, 
TE; Tim Gosar, DE; Todd Mitteness, NG; Stan 
Waddell, RB; Rob Zalanka, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Gerald Abra- 
ham, RB, 5- 10/198, Jr.; Pete Baldacci, G, 6- 
2/282, Sr.; Brian Cetak, G, 6-3/261, Sr.; Eric 
Coleman, WR, 5- 11/179, Soph.; Mike Reidy, T, 
6-4/264, Sr.; Scott Runyan, QB, 5-9/188, Jr.; 
Toriano Taylor, RB, 5-10/197, Jr.; Shawn 
Wehrer, C, 6-3/244, Soph. Defense (8): Craig 
Earl, T, 6-3/245, Sr.; Vince Hall, CB, 5- 10/185, 
Jr.; Scott Hanser, LB, 6-2/226, Jr.; Jeff Knap- 
ton, T, 6-5/240, Jr.; Steve McMillon, CB, 5- 
11/176, Jr.; Rich Miller, S, 6-2/195, Jr.; Ga- 
land Thaxton, LB, 6-1/225, Jr.; Mark Thomas, 
CB, 5- 10/156, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Garvey, DL, Sr. 
(switched from OT); Keith Jackson, DT, Jr. 
(RS); Treye Jackson, HB, Jr.; Tom Kilpatrick, 
P, Soph.; Grant Salisbury, C, Soph. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Duncan Bergermeister, TE 
(RS); Reggie Berry, CB (JC); Craig Burnett, 
QB (JC); Brad Cody, LB (RS); Jon Cogdill, DT 
(RS); Mike Hyder, QB; Crandelle Mack, WR; 
Mike Ray, TE (JC). 


quarterback at Brigham Young. 


16th nationally in 1985 (10th in passing), 
returns eight starters. In addition to Ri- 
chey, Egger can aim his passes at tight 
end Craig McEwen (47 receptions last 
season) and wide receiver James Hardy 
(31 receptions). Also returning is junior 
running back Eddie Johnson, who gained 
more than 1,000 yards as a freshman be- 
fore suffering through an injury-plagued 
1985 campaign. Johnson will be running 
behind an offensive line that features cen- 
ter Gary Anderson. 

Utah’s kicking game is solid with the 
return of senior Andre Guardi, who con- 
verted 18 of 22 field-goal attempts last 
season and has made 88 straight conver- 
sion kicks. 

Defensively, Utah must cope with the 
loss of eight starters, including premier 
defensive backs Erroll Tucker and Reggie 
Richardson and all-WAC defensive end Fi- 
lipo Mokofisi. Tucker also ranked No. 1 
nationally in both punt and kickoff re- 
turns. 

But even with that trio, Utah’s defense 
allowed 463 yards and 28.6 points per 
game in 1985. For the Utes to contend for 
the WAC title, those totals will have to be 
reduced drastically. Utah’s hopes for de- 
fensive improvement rest primarily on 
the strong shoulders of three returning 


Senior Steve Lindsley will try to match his predecessors as the starting 


starters—tackles Gamaliel Rivers and 
Jeff McMillian and strong safety Mike 
Jones. 

Utah’s great expectations could depend 
primarily on the state of affairs at Brig- 
ham Young. The Cougars, who have lost 
one conference game in three seasons, 
have been known to dash such hopes. 

BYU, 11-3 in 1985 and co-winner (with 
Air Force) of the WAC crown for the 10th 
consecutive year (seven outright titles 
and three ties), may have surrendered its 
national title, but three losses by a total of 
13 points hardly translates into a demise 
of the Wasatch Mountain football dynasty. 

The Provo “quarterback factory,” 
which has produced current National 
Football League starters Marc Wilson, 
Jim McMahon and Steve Young and an- 
other potential NFL star in 1985 graduate 
Robbie Bosco, is expected to turn to sen- 
ior Steve Lindsley in 1986. Lindsley, who 
leads a crop of four hopefuls, will have 
recent tradition on his side. The last four 
senior Cougar quarterbacks have finished 
third in the Heisman Trophy balloting 
three times (Wilson in 1979, McMahon in 
1981, Bosco in 1985) and second once 
(Young in 1983). 

But there’s a hitch. Lindsley has thrown 
only three collegiate passes. He’ll be the 


first BYU quarterback to play a senior 
season without the benefit of at least one 
full-fledged preparatory campaign. 

The unflappable Edwards, calling on 
his perennial retort, sees no problem with 
the quarterback choice. 

“If we have difficulty next year, it will 
not be because of our quarterbacks,” he 
said. “There’s not much difference among 
the four of them (Lindsley, juniors Bob 
Jensen and Mike Young, the brother of 
Steve, and sophomore Sean Covey). I feel 
good about all of them. The one of them 
we feel can be the most consistent will be 
our quarterback. He has to be able to exe- 
cute the offense, read the coverages, 
make the right judgments and know how 
to throw the ball to the right place at the 
right time.” 

Edwards’ choice will have a tough act 
to follow. Bosco passed for 4,273 yards last 
season and threw 30 touchdown passes. 
But two all-conference receivers, wideout 
Mark Bellini (63 catches for 1,008 yards 
and 14 touchdowns) and tight end Trevor 
Molini (63 catches for 849 yards), should 
help the new quarterback. So should full- 
back Lakei Heimuli, the league's fifth- 
leading receiver with 66 catches. Guard 
John Borgia, the only other offensive 
starter returning, will be asked to anchor 
an offensive line that could be the key to 
BYU's season. 

The Cougars will be anchored defen- 
sively by all-conference tackle Jason 
Buck and his runningmate, senior Shawn 
Knight. 

“There isn’t a set of tackles anywhere 
in the country the caliber of these two 
players,” Edwards said. Throw in nose- 
guard Dave Futrell, linebackers Ladd 
Akeo and Steve Sanders and defensive 
back Rodney Thomas and BYU has excel- 
lent front-line potential. 

Air Force, the only Division I-A school 
to have won four straight bowl games (in- 
cluding a 24-16 Bluebonnet win over 
Texas last December), will undergo a 
massive rebuilding job. 

It will start with the replacement of 
quarterback Bart Weiss. Weiss rushed for 
1,032 yards and passed for 1,449 more last 
season and became the first non-BYU 
quarterback to earn all-conference 
honors in 10 years. Whoever takes the 
snaps this fall to engineer the Falcons’ 
complicated flexbone will be doing it for 
the first time collegiately. DeBerry will 
choose from among sophomores Troy 
Calhoun and Jim Sturgeon and juniors Jim 
Tomallo and Scott Wolfe. 

Only two offensive starters, fullback 
Pat Evans and guard Steve Hendrickson, 
return from the 1985 Falcons team that 
finished 12-1 and ended up ranked in 
everybody’s Top 10. Johnny Smith, who 
rushed for 726 yards last season, doubles 
with Evans at the fullback spot. 
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Defensively, only five starters return, 
but all-conference linebacker Terry Maki, 
all-conference cornerback Tom Rotello 
(eight interceptions last year) and tackle 
Chad Hennings, an All-America hopeful, 
are three of them. The nation’s No. | punt- 
er, Mark Simon (47.3 yards per punt), also 
returns. 

A couple dozen coaches have tried and 
failed to dislodge Edwards and his Cou- 
gars from the top of the WAC in the last 10 
seasons. Three new ones will take their 
shot in 1986—Denny Stolz at San Diego 
State, Dennis Erickson at Wyoming and 
Bob Stull at Texas-El Paso. Ironically, 
UTEP’s Bill Young, the only WAC coach 
to beat BYU a year ago, got fired. Nobody 
currently coaching in the WAC has ever 
beaten an Edwards team. 

Stolz, who earned league coach-of-the- 
year honors at his three previous stops 
(Alma College, Michigan State and Bowl- 
ing Green State), will attempt to pump 
new life into a San Diego State program 
that was the scourge of the West under 
Claude Gilbert in the 1970s. Doug Scovil, 
an Edwards protege at BYU, produced 
only two winning seasons in five years. 

While the Aztecs have a new coach, 
they have an old quarterback in junior 
Todd Santos. Santos, who has passed for 
almost 5,000 yards in his first two years, 
threw for 2,877 and 21 touchdowns last 
season. 

“He's a dangerous weapon for us,” Stolz 
said. “Our job as coaches is to make sure 
the weapon is aimed in the right direct- 
ion.” Santos was intercepted 17 times. 

All-WAC guard Doug Aronson anchors 
an offensive line that will feature four 
newcomers. Webster Slaughter and Vince 
Warren, two all-conference receivers, are 
gone, leaving split end Kenny Moore to 
carry that load. All-WAC halfback Chris 
Hardy rushed for 1,150 yards last season 
and gives San Diego State its first return- 
ing 1,000-yard rusher in 30 years, 

Defensively, Stolz will change from San 
Diego State's traditional 3-4 to a 4-3 align- 
ment. 

“The 4-3 front affords a much better 
_ pass rush, and this is a passing confer- 
ence,” Stolz reasoned. 

The Aztecs defense is young up front, 
but all four starters return in the second- 
ary—cornerbacks Clarence Nunn and 
Mario Mitchell and safeties Steve Lauter 
and Ellis Powers. Mike Hooper and Greg 
Williamson anchor the line while Richard 
Brown is the only experienced line- 
backer. 

Coach Dick Tomey, beginning his 10th 
season at Hawaii, will be coming off his 
first losing campaign (4-6-2) since 1977. 

All-WAC wide receiver Walter Murray 
(2,867 yards in receptions in his 45-game 
collegiate career) is gone, leaving return- 
ing quarterback Greg Tipton (2,130 pass- 
ing yards, 12 touchdowns) with just 
David Dyas as a returning receiver. The 


Rainbows, who finished an uncharacteris- 
tic sixth in total offense a year ago, stayed 
competitive because of the league's third- 
best defense. 

And defense will be the Rainbows’ 1986 
forte. Leading the way will be brothers Al 


- (tackle) and Pete (linebacker) Noga, who 


combined for 16 quarterback sacks last 
year. And defensive back Kyle Kafentzis 
becomes the fourth in a line of Kafentzis 
brothers to chase all-conference recogni- 
tion, following in the footsteps of Mark, 
Kurt and Kent. Another Kafentzis, Sean, is 
on the Rainbows roster. 

Wyoming, which slumped to its worst 
season (3-8) in a decade, will try to re- 
bound under Erickson. Erickson previous- 
ly resurrected the program at Idaho, 
where he posted a 32-15 mark in four sea- 
sons and was Big Sky Conference coach of 
the year twice. 

“We're going to throw, throw, throw,” 
Erickson said, opting for a logical ploy in 
the pass-happy WAC. That means quarter- 
back Scott Runyan could be on the outside 
looking in after running the Cowboys’ 
wishbone attack for two seasons. Runyan 
will have to beat out Randy Welniak, jun- 
ior college transfer Craig Burnett and 
redshirt freshman Mike Hyder. 

The Cowboys have plenty of veteran 
strength. Eight offensive starters return 
from a team that averaged 331 yards and 
19.1 points per game while ranking eighth 
in a nine-team conference. The best of the 
returnees are guard Pete Baldacci and 
running back Toriano Taylor. 

Eight defensive starters return, includ- 
ing tackle Craig Earl, linebackers Galand 
Thaxton and Scott Hanser and strong 
safety Rich Miller. Help is expected on 
the defensive line from WAC heavyweight 
wrestling champion Jon Cogdill. 

“We won't win the WAC on offense,” 
Erickson said, “but we'll give the title a go 
by establishing a strong defense, Wyo- 
ming’s hallmark over the last three dec- 
ades.” 

Colorado State has some impressive 
numbers with which to work—46 return- 
ing lettermen out of a 1985 total of 59. But 
Coach Leon Fuller’s team has to play 1985 
bow! participants Colorado, Arizona, Air 
Force and BYU on the road to open his 
sixth season. 

Ten offensive starters return, including 
all-conference fullback Steve Bartalo and 
senior quarterback Kelly Stouffer. 

Bartalo, a senior, led the league in rush- 
ing with a 1,368-yard total that included 
eight 100-yard-plus outings. He'll likely be- 
come the league’s all-time leading rusher 
and the only WAC player ever to surpass 
4,000 yards rushing. 

Stouffer completed 59 percent of his 
passes for 2,387 yards and 15 touchdowns 
and was only intercepted 11 times in 346 
attempts. Two all-conference linemen are 
back—center Guy Goar and guard Edgar 
Mitchell. 
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Fuller’s Rams ranked seventh in the 
WAC in total defense last season. The 
team’s defensive strength should be at 
linebacker where Dale Carr heads a re- 
turning cast that also includes Dave 
Mundt and Pete Pavlakis. 

Word is out that Coach Joe Lee Dunn 
has one more year to prove himself at 
New Mexico. With nine offensive and 
seven defensive starters returning, the 
Lobos show promise. 

Heading the offensive unit, which last 
year averaged just under 470 yards per 
game (third in the nation), will be senior 
Billy Rucker. The quarterback threw for 
2,475 yards and 10 touchdowns last season 
and set a school record with 2,857 yards 
total offense. 

Both running backs, Kevin Burgess (623 
yards) and sophomore Terance Mathis 
(852 receiving yards) return. Mathis 
ranked third in the WAC and 18th in the 
nation with 1,470 all-purpose yards. The 
Lobos also return a pair of starting receiv- 
ers—split ends Chris Buford and Tori 
Brown—and four linemen who should 
make life comfortable in 1986 for Rucker 
—center Scott Maney, guards Steve Parr 
and Brian McCabe and tackle David Lol- 
lie. 

Defensively, New Mexico expects to be 
rugged up front with Bob Umdenstock, 
Fred Mady, Tom Bradford and Tom Cole. 
Donnie Gassoway, probably the team’s 
best defensive player, is back at line- 
backer. Dunn has gone the quick-fix route, 
signing 19 junior college players among 
the 25 new Lobo candidates. 

Stull comes to Texas-El Paso from 
Massachusetts, where he led the Minute- 
men to the Division I-AA playoffs. But it’ll 
take some doing to lead UTEP anywhere 
for a while. The Miners are 4-34 over the 
last four seasons, and back-to-back road 
games loom in the fall against lowa and 
Tennessee. 

Fourteen lettermen return, including 
six offensive starters and eight on de- 
fense. Senior quarterback Sammy Garza 
and sophomore running back sensation 
John Harvey are the two offensive lead- 
ers. Garza completed 60 percent of his 
1985 passes while Harvey ran for 777 
yards in just nine games. One of those 
games was a 232-yard effort against Colo- 
rado State. 

The Miners lost their three best defend- 
ers in noseguard Clint Ulmer, linebacker 
Seth Joyner and cornerback Danny Tay- 
lor. It was Taylor who intercepted a pass 
and returned it 94 yards for a touchdown 
to stun defending national champion 
BYU, 23-16, for the Miners’ only 1985 vic- 
tory in 11 tries. Defensive backs Robert 
Murray, Pat Baker and Ricky Evans will 
anchor the Miners’ defense. 

Dick Connor is a sports columnist for the Rocky 
Mountain News. 


Dick Rosetta covers college sports for the Salt 
Lake Tribune. 


The Franchise 


Marc Hicks Has 
Cal’s Bandwagon 
On the Move 


By DON BORST 


Hicks rescued the California football 

program. There are too many players 
who make up the team, along with the 
coaches, fans, marketing people and so 
on, for ali the credit to be given to one 
20-year-old tailback. 

Let’s just say, then, that he has led the 
rescue party. 

It was about 114 years ago that Coach 
Joe Kapp found himself backed into a cor- 
ner of his office overlooking the San Fran- 
cisco Bay. He was worried. 

Sure, Kapp had rung up an unbelievable 
seven victories in his maiden season of 
1982, but Cal had struggled to five tri- 
umphs the next year before collapsing 
into the Pacific-10 Conference cellar with 
a 2-9 1984 campaign. 

Two stinking wins. And from the public 
perception, at least, there was little rea- 
son to hope for significant improvement 
in this decade. 

“I remember a recruiting meeting we 
had after the ’84 season,” Cal recruiting 
coordinator Sam Parker said, “and Joe 
went around the room asking each assis- 
tant coach who the top kid in his area 
was, who we really needed to get. 

“Bill Laveroni was all animated and 
couldn’t make his point any stronger. ‘If 
we can get Marc Hicks,’ he said, ‘it will 
lead everything we’re doing in the right 
direction—it’d be nothing but up for us.’” 

Parker, who had been an assistant 
coach at UC-Davis, knew all about Hicks, 
a star at Davis High School. 

“You could see he was a franchise guy 
in the truest sense,” he said. And even 
though Ohio State, Penn State, Washing- 
ton and Nebraska were vying for Hicks, 
Parker said, ‘‘I just knew he’d come 
here.” 

Indeed, Hicks did decide to “dare to be 
a Bear,” and the Cal bandwagon has been 
on a roll ever since. 

“Cal was rebuilding,” Hicks said in ex- 
plaining his decision, “and all those other 
schools had made it big. I’d go for visits 
and all the players would have rings, jack- 
ets and sweats from playing in bowl 
games. I’m not saying that isn’t nice. They 
were assured of bowl games. Here, you 
have to work for it. You can build some- 
thing. It’s the ultimate goal.” 

Hicks certainly was the hallmark play- 
er of the 1985 Cal recruiting class, and in 


I: probably isn’t fair to say that Marc 
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averaging 7.5 yards the 133 times he 
touched the ball last year, he became the 
most exciting thing to hit Strawberry Can- 
yon since Chuck Muncie (mid-1970s) if 
you're young, Johnny Olszewski (early 
50s) if you’re middle-aged and Jackie Jen- 
sen (just after World War II) if you're a 
little bit older than that. 

Some might say that a more attractive 
home schedule was responsible for Cal's 
average home attendance jumping by 
more than 5,000 fans per game from '84 to 
'85 (not including the ’84 Stanford game, a 
guaranteed sellout whenever the Bears 
host the rival Cardinal in even-numbered 
years). The schedule, which featured 
Washington, Arizona State and Southern 
California, helped, of course, but the main 
reason Cal fans were returning to Memo- 
rial Stadium was because they wanted to 
watch the kid who already was being 
tabbed as a future All-America. 

Kapp likes to compare Hicks to Gale 
Sayers. Washington Coach Don James 
said flatly that Hicks is the most dominant 
player to enter the conference since he 
came to the Pac-l0 in 1975. Penn State 
Coach Joe Paterno called him “the top 
running back to come out of high school 
in the last five years.” 

Even so, Kapp decided to bring Hicks 
along slowly. He played sparingly in the 
Bears’ first four games before exploding 
for 139 yards rushing and two touchdowns 
against Missouri. It was the first time a 
freshman had rushed for more than 100 
yards in a game since Jensen did it in 
1946, and one play in particular proved 
that Hicks was worthy of his high billing. 
On the last play of the first half, Hicks 
took a swing pass at the Missouri 33-yard 
line. Instead of running out of bounds to 
set up a field goal, he blasted past three 
tacklers and into the end zone. The un- 
likely touchdown romp propelled the 
Bears to a come-from-behind, 39-32 vic- 
tory. 

The freshman rushed for 79 yards the 
next week against Washington before 
leaving the game with a bruised shoulder. 
That cut into his playing time over the 
next few games, although he did turn a 
short pass into a 79-yard touchdown play 
against Arizona State. 

For the season, Hicks accounted for 998 
all-purpose yards—538 rushing (5.1 aver- 
age), 311 receiving (16.4) and 149 return- 
ing kickoffs (18.6). In 106 attempts he had 
19 runs of 10 yards or longer, and he car- 
ried six passes for gains of more than 20 
yards. 

But never was Hicks’ value under- 
scored more than during the 1986 recruit- 
ing campaign. 

“Tt seemed like every time I turned 
around, a kid we were recruiting would 
say Marc Hicks called last night,” a rival 
Pac-10 recruiter said. “ ‘Boy,’ they’d say, 
‘he sure is a great player.’” 

Hicks became something of a campus 


greeter for prospective hotshots, and his 
friendliness and communication skills 
helped to win over a group of recruits re- 
garded by many to be among the top 
dozen classes in the nation. Hicks wasn’t 
the only Cal player involved in recruiting 
—‘“We use all of our players; they’re the 
best recruiters,” Kapp said—but Hicks 
went above and beyond the call of duty. 

“We used him on just about everybody 
—linemen, quarterbacks, defensive play- 
ers, even other running backs,” said 
Parker, a Cal offensive lineman in the 
early 1970s. “He's such an up-front and 
open person, people can’t help but like 
him. Recruits know that something big is 
happening at Cal with Marc and some of 
the other outstanding young players we 
have, and they want to be a part of it.” 

Said Hicks: ‘I think I talked to just 
about everyone who came in this year. I 
was able to talk to them as a player who’s 
been through all the recruiting and as a 
student who's been at the school for a 
year. 

“Coaches will tell you what they think 
you want to hear—I told the guys what 
they needed to hear. Like about what the 
school is really like and all that. The aca- 
demics are tough at Cal, but man, that’s 
the way it should be if you're going to get 
something out of it. 

“I tried not to tell them, ‘Come here, 
come here, this is the place for you.’ I just 
tried to tell them why I came, and what 
it’s really like once you're here. I tried to 
make it a friendship thing rather than try- 
ing to be a salesman.” 

Nevertheless, Hicks certainly has some 
salesman in him. It’s obvious that this is 
not your everyday 6-foot-2, 205-pound 
youngster who runs a 4.4-second 40-yard 
dash and breaks tackles like a raging bull. 

“Look at this stadium,” Hicks said, 
sounding a bit like Kapp. “It’s so beautiful. 
There's no better place to play. And when 
you get (nearly) 70,000 people going crazy 
here, like for the SC game... .” 

That was when Hicks scored both 
touchdowns in a 14-6 Cal victory. The first 
was a spectacular 26-yard run with a 
swing pass in which he broke three tack- 
les and sprinted away from the Trojan 
secondary. 

The second came on a busted play. 
Southern Cal linebacker Marcus Cotton 
blasted Kevin Brown before he could 
hand off to Hicks, and the Cal quarterback 
fumbled the ball in the backfield. 

“All I knew was, I didn’t get the ball and 
I'd better find the ball,” Hicks recalled. He 
found it, all right, and he also found the 
Trojan end zone 16 yards away for the 
fourth-quarter TD, which cinched the tri- 
umph for Cal. It was the Golden Bears’ 
first victory over USC in eight years. 

“Cal played up Hicks and their win over 
SC for everything they were worth during 
recruiting,” the rival assistant coach said. 
“T don’t know if Cal really has it going or 
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not, but the thing is, they’ve convinced the 
kids they've got it going—and nobody is 
more important in that perception than 
Hicks.” 

The new perception of the Golden 
Bears may be the most significant change 
in the Cal program. The Bears won only 
four games, but the players, coaches and 
fans don't act like a 4-7 team. True, the 
Bears had doubled their previous year’s 
victory total, but if you didn’t know better, 
you’d think they had quadrupled it and 
gone to a bowl game. 

“We won four games, and we lost four 
others by a total of 12 points,” Kapp said. 
“And we came back to win some games. 
Those are reasons for the positive think- 
ing around here. We're getting results for 
things we've been working on since day 
one.” 

Kapp can’t help but smile when Hicks’ 
name comes up. 

“Marc is everything you could want ina 
football player, and when he chose to join 
the Bears, it showed the world that the 
Bears are on the rise,” Kapp said. “He’s 
visible evidence of our progress. 

“He could play and be a star at any one 
of four positions at any school in the coun- 
try. Marc puts us in a position to break 
away on any play.” 

Kapp was careful, however, not to rush 
Hicks as a freshman. He worked him into 
the lineup gradually, with senior Dwight 
Garner starting most of the games at tail- 
back. 

“We had experienced backs, and that 
was good for Marc because it let him 
learn more gradually,” said Kapp, who 
was criticized at times for bringing his 
budding star along too slowly. “I think we 
used him right. If you add up his runs and 
pass receptions, you can see how much 
we got out of him, even though we didn’t 
have him out there all the time. 

“We kept him productive and we kept 
him healthy. It was very important for 
him to avoid any serious injuries right 
away so he could keep progressing. And 
now he’s a war veteran. A complete back. 

“He’s the grease, the oil for our whole 
team.... That’s the most exciting thing to 
me. It’s an attitude, an enthusiasm he pro- 
vides that rubs off on people. He’s one of 
those guys that wants the ball in the 
clutch ... and he knows what to do with 
it.” 

Hicks will be asked to do a great deal 
this year—more than any recent Cal tail- 
back. Long known for its passers such as 
Craig Morton, Paul Larson, Steve Bart- 
kowski, Rich Campbell and Gale Gilbert, 
Cal often will line up in the I-formation 
this year to take advantage of Hicks’ 
skills. 

“We've never had a true I tailback be- 
fore,” Kapp said, “so we’ve never been 
able to get away with being a straight I 
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team.” 

Kapp is hoping that the changes 
wrought by Hicks—a newfound team con- 
fidence, the attraction of more top re- 
cruits and the presence of a superb tail- 
back—will spark the Bears. Specifically, 
over the next three years, Hicks will try to 
lead the Bears back to the Rose Bowl for 
the first time since the 1958 season, when 
Kapp, another great Cal quarterback, 
took them there. 

This season, Kapp’s fine recruiting 
classes from the last two years could 
blend nicely with a few solid upperclass- 
men to give the Bears a run for a bowl— 
although the Rose Bowl still looms as a 
longshot at best. 

But Kapp is confident that his team’s 
perseverance will pay off. 

“I admire and respect our players for 
staying as tough when the wins haven’t 
been in the bank,” he said. “Now we're 
going to put the wins in the bank.... 

“T really believe the games we had last 
year, when we came from behind—some 
of ’em we didn’t win, but we fought the 
whole way—showed the kind of team we 
have. And this year, we’ve got that experi- 
ence in the close games, and I think we'll 
be better for it. 

“We have a good football team. The 
smell of Bear is in the air.” 

And with Hicks getting the ball 25 to 30 
times a game, Kapp hopes that the aroma 
of Bear soon will blend with the sweet 
smell of success. 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


Homer Smith, the brilliant offensive co- 
ordinator at UCLA, must be running one 
heck of a mind-boggling offense. 

It confused Iowa to the tune of 45 points 
on January 1, 1986, baffled Miami (Fla.) 
for 39 points on January 1, 1985, and dis- 
oriented Illinois to the extent of 45 points 
on January 2, 1984. That’s 129 points in 
three bowl games against some of the 
best teams in the country. 

For the fifth consecutive year, as if to 
underscore his system’s sophistication, 
Smith will entrust the on-the-field direct- 
ion of the offense to a senior. And except 
for Tom Ramsey, who launched that 
chain of senior quarterbacks in 1982, four 
were fifth-year seniors. It may be a coin- 
cidence, but perhaps there’s a connection 
between Iowa, Miami and Illinois not 
being able to figure out what the Bruins 
were doing and why a quarterback ap- 
parently needs four years to learn Smith’s 
offense. 

“That’s hardly the case,” said Smith, 
who has been the Bruins’ offensive coordi- 
nator since 1972 except for a five-year 
stint as Army head coach from 1974-78. “A 
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Matt Stevens will become the latest in a line of senior quarterbacks to 
direct UCLA’s high-powered offense. 


lot of that fifth-year quarterback thing has 
just been pure luck. It’s just worked out 
that way. Actually, I like to think we have 
a way of simplifying the passing game. 

“I'd love to have the same quarterback 
for two or three years, but of course, we 
have to go with the player who is the best 
at the time, and it just so happens that it’s 
been a string of fifth-year seniors.” 

The first four—Ramsey, Rick Neuhei- 
sel, Steve Bono and David Norrie—have 
left Matt Stevens with a damning legacy. 

“The precedent has been set,” UCLA 
Coach Terry Donahue said with a smile. 
“It’s worked pretty well, so I’m not com- 
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plaining.” 

Each of the four previous quarterbacks 
has led the team to a successful season 
and a New Year’s Day bowl game (three 
Rose, one Fiesta). Stevens, in fact, 
stepped in for an injured Norrie to pace 
the Bruins past Iowa, 45-28, in the 1986 
Rose Bowl. 

“Matt will do a fine, fine job for us,” 
Smith said of the upcoming season, insist- 
ing that Stevens’ Rose Bowl performance 
(16 completions in 26 attempts for 189 
yards) did not surprise him. “He has no 
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UCLA running back Eric Ball. 
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weaknesses in his game—and he has that 
blacksmith’s right arm.” 

That big throwing arm is something a 
coach can’t produce, but many of the 
other important characteristics of a suc- 
cessful quarterback are learned. 

“I get more credit than I deserve for 
the success of our offense,” the 54-year-old 
coach said. “I don’t give myself individual 
credit for that because that is a reflection 
of our entire offensive staff. 

“What I think my strength is, and what 
I do give myself credit for, is evaluating 
our quarterbacks and keeping them grow- 
ing. And perhaps for realizing that the 
coach's job is to make players better than 
other players, not to be a better coach 
than someone else. 

“Football is like chess in some ways, 
but pretty soon, after you do all of the 
mental work, the players go out and play 
the game, and it’s how well they were 
prepared and perform that matters.” 

Smith’s pupils have performed exceed- 
ingly well in recent years, as have most of 
Donahue’s Bruins. UCLA has strung to- 
gether a series of recruiting bonanzas and 
parlayed them into a 47-15-4 regular-sea- 
son record in the last six seasons. 

And 1986 could be the best of all. The 
reasons are as simple as tailbacks Gaston 
Green and Eric Ball. And center Joe Goe- 
bel and fullback Mel Farr. And flanker 
Karl Dorrell, second-team All-America 
safety James Washington, cornerback 
Chuckie Miller, linebacker Ken Norton 
and All-Pacific-10 Conference noseguard 
Terry Tumey. Each of those players is 
considered among the best in the league 
at his position, and there are another half- 
dozen or so returning starters in the 
UCLA lineup. 

Green and Ball combined for 1,415 
yards rushing last year, and Donahue 
hopes to use them in much the same way 
Eric Dickerson and Craig James were 
used as Southern Methodist’s Pony 
Express in 1982. 

The only weak point offensively might 
be the line, which was left rather thin by 
the departure of three starters, including 
all-conference guard Mike Hartmeier. 
The Bruins also lost second-team All- 
America defensive tackle Mark Walen, 
plus All-Pac-10 linebacker Tommy Taylor 
and his running mate, Steve Jarecki. 

But this really is just nit-picking. Of the 
eight positions at which starters do not re- 
turn, seven of them are readily filled by 
experienced backups. Junior Eric Smith 
returns to bolster the linebacking, and the 
secondary is among the best in the nation 
with Washington, Miller, Dennis Price 
and Craig Rutledge. 

Indeed, Donahue admitted that his pri- 
mary problem is replacing consensus All- 
America placekicker John Lee and punt- 
er Ted Henderson. 

Always one to publicly undersell his 
team’s potential, Donahue said: “I don’t 
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like to be picked at the top. ... It’s hard to 
be picked high and do well. 

“The players are susceptible to believ- 
ing what they read and hear, and some- 
times they can lose that razor’s competi- 
tive edge that they need. Hey, some of 
these kids are walking around campus 
with three Rose Bowl rings and 
watches.... I have to worry about that 
getting to them a little bit.” 

The schedule lends itself to national 
championship contention. The Bruins 
open September 6 with a great opportuni- 
ty at No.1 Oklahoma and then offer San 
Diego State and Long Beach State as the 
only other non-conference opponents. 

Washington Coach Don James is faced 
with an unusual luxury for him—many of 
the players he’s counting on this season 
were starters a year ago. James generally 
just replaces seniors with new seniors 
each fall, which is why the Huskies have 
had only nine, 11 and five returning start- 
ers the last three seasons. 

But injuries transformed Washington 
into a young team in 1985, and now James 
has 32 players at 19 positions who have 
started at least one game. This team has 
plenty of experience and is out to avenge 
Washington's poorest record (6-5) since 
1976. 

“I think we had problems last year in 
every area,” James said. “We ranked fifth 
in the league defensively and eighth offen- 
sively, we got punts blocked.... We just 
weren't a solid team.” 

Junior quarterback Chris Chandler is 
the triggerman in what must be a more 
productive offense for Washington to con- 
tend. He passed for 538 yards after gain- 
ing the starting job with three games re- 
maining and showed an ability to 
scramble and run the option, too. 

Chandler has a small but accomplished 
group of targets led by split end Lonzell 
Hill, who has the rare skills of both a pos- 
session receiver and a big-play guy (60 ca- 
reer catches, 15.3-yard average), and tight 
end Rod Jones. 

The availability of senior Rick Fenney 
is a key to the offense. The Huskies are 
much better when Fenney is healthy, but 
the “glass fullback,” as he is known, spent 
much of last year suffering from a variety 
of injuries (ankle sprains, back strains, 
hamstring pulls and so on). 

Tailbacks Vince Weathersby, David 
Toy and Steve Jones can hardly help but 
improve on their 1985 effort. Together 
they averaged less than 3.8 yards per 
carry. 

Senior tackle Kevin Gogan is the an- 
chorman of a nice mixture of experience 
and youth on the line. Six seniors, a junior 
and four sophomores constitute the top 11 
players. 

Another integral part of the offense is 
Jeff Jaeger, who may yet become the 
most successful and prolific kicker in 
NCAA history ... yes, including even 
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UCLA’s Lee. Jaeger has been good on 63 
of 78 field-goal attempts in his career (80.8 
percent) and is only 17 short of breaking 
Lee’s NCAA career record. 

All-Pac-10 tackle Reggie Rogers is the 
Pac-10’s most dominant defensive line- 
man, and if middle guard Steve Alvord 
can return to the form of his sophomore 
season, the Huskies will have a dynamite 
1-2 punch up front despite questionable 
depth. Highly regarded freshman Dennis 
Brown figures to help. 

Junior linebackers David Rill and Bo 
Yates are solid returning starters, and 
Tom Erlandson filled in well for all-con- 
ference player Joe Kelly often last year. 
The secondary, led by safety Tim Peoples, 
will miss the experience of cornerbacks 
Vestee Jackson (an all-league performer) 
and Ron Milus, but some juggling of per- 
sonnel could get four players with starting 
experience on the field at the same time 
—even five in nickel situations. 

It won't take long to see how good 
Washington is because Ohio State, Brig- 
ham Young and Southern California are 
on its September schedule. 

Ted Tollner’s honeymoon at Southern 
Cal could be considered over, except that 
he never really enjoyed one to begin with. 
Three years after succeeding popular 
John Robinson, Tollner finds himself 
fighting for his job. That’s what happens 
at USC when a coach reaches the Rose 
Bowl only 33 percent of the New Year’s 
Days since he was hired. 

Tollner’s record is an unimpressive 19- 
15-1, including a scandalous 1-5 combined 
mark against Notre Dame and UCLA. 
That probably leaves the Trojans only 
three or four losses from searching for a 
successor. 

Tollner may yet have a few tricks up 
his sleeve, though. The Trojans have one 
of the league’s better defensive units, an 
outstanding pair of running backs, lots of 
young talent and maybe even some fancy 
Xs and O’s that could make a difference. 

“We've added some dimensions to our 
offensive attack,” Tollner said, alluding to 
a split-back formation that may improve 
what was the worst passing game in the 
conference last year. “We'll have to have 
more balance to control the ball better, 
and this helps us get the ball to our backs 
in more ways.” 

Tollner isn’t junking the time-honored 
I-formation, nor is he eliminating the sin- 
gle-back, double-tight end set he used the 
last two years. “We're just looking for a 
little more variety,” he said. 

Whatever the formation, sophomore 
Aaron Emanuel and junior Ryan Knight 
must have excellent years for the Trojans 
to be successful. They combined for 1,160 
yards rushing in 1985 but caught only six 
passes. That will change. In fact, watch 
for the backs to become the Trojans’ top 
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progress in 1985 and will try to add some much- 
much-maligned starting signal-caller at Arizona needed firepower while revitalizing the Wildcats 
for the past two football seasons, made significant offense. 
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ARIZONA 


Coach: Larry Smith (39-25-3, 6 years; 57-52- 
3 overall, 10 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; Pac- 10: 5-2/T2nd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Gordon Bunch, CB; Allan Durden, 
S; Craig Vesling, LB; Max Zendejas, K. 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): David 
Adams, TB, 5-6/168, Sr.; Frank Arriola, T, 6- 
4/276, Sr.; Val Bichekas, G, 6-3/270, Sr.; Jeff 
Fairholm, FL, 6-0/196, Jr.; Jon Horton, SE, 6- 
1/191, Sr.; Alfred Jenkins, QB, 6-4/216, Sr.; 
Joe Prior, FB, 5-11/238, Jr.; Jeff Rinehart, T, 
6-2/310, Jr.; Joe Tofflemire, C, 6-2/262, 
Soph. Defense (7): Lee Brunelli, NG, 6-3/273, 
Soph.; Chuck Cecil, S, 6-0/182, Jr.; Byron 
Evans, LB, 6-2/217, Sr.; Dan Lockett, LB, 6- 
2/226, Sr.; Stan Mataele, T, 6-2/280, Sr.; 
Dana Wells, T, 6-1/244, Soph.; Brent Wood, 
LB, 5-10/211, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Jim Birmingham, DT, Sr.; Reed 
Clayton, OT, Sr.; Brian Denton, OL, Sr.; 
Boomer Gibson, LB, Jr.; Tim Hicks, TE/LB, 
Soph.; Derek Hill, SE, Soph.; Chuck Knox, RB, 
Soph.; Kip Lewis, FL, Soph.; Chris McLemore, 
FB, Sr.; Ruben Rodriquez, P, Sr.; Martin Ru- 
dolph, CB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Gary Coston, K; Art Greath- 
ouse, RB; Durrell Jones, CB (RS); Chris Sin- 
gleton, LB (RS); Kevin Singleton, LB (RS). 


ARIZONA STATE 


Coach: John Cooper (8-4, 1 year; 65-35 over- 
all, 9 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; Pac-10: 5-2/T2nd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Greg Battle, LB; Darryl Clack, RB; 
David Fonoti, OT; David Fulcher, S; Dan Sa- 
leaumua, NG (may return to squad). 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Aaron Cox, 
SE, 5- 10/178, Jr.; Paul Day, FL, 5-11/170, Sr.; 
Jeff Gallimore, TE, 6-3/239, Sr.; Todd Kalis, G, 
6-6/267, Jr.; Randall McDaniel, G, 6-4/257, 
Jr; Kevin Thomas, C, 6-3/262, Sr.; Jeff Van 
Raaphorst, QB, 6-0/204, Sr.; Danny Villa, T, 
6-5/277, Sr. Defense (6): Eric Allen, CB, 5- 
11/185, Jr.; Skip McClendon, E, 6-5/264, Sr.; 
Anthony Parker, CB, 5-10/177, Jr.; Shawn 
Patterson, T, 6-5/260, Jr.; Jim Reynosa, E, 6- 
5/257, Sr.; Scott Stephen, LB, 6-2/228, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Stacy Harvey, DB, Jr.; Bruce 
Hill, FL, Sr.; Jeff Joseph, CB, Jr.; Scott Kirby, 
OT, Soph.; Stein Koss, TE, Sr.; Frank Kramer, 
OG, Soph.; Doug Larson, OG, Soph.; Robert 
Lewis, WR, Soph. (RS); Larry McGlothen, NG, 
Sr.; Frank Rudolph, DE, Sr.; Mike Schuh, P, 
Soph.; Channing Williams, RB, Jr.; Darren 
Willis, S, Sr.; Taleni Wright, DE, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Eddie Grant, C (RS); Roy 
Hurd, WR (JC); Steve Martin, WR; Ken Rock, 
RB (JC); Mark Tingstad, LB (RS). 


CALIFORNIA 


Coach: Joe Kapp ( 18-25-1, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; Pac-10; 2-7/ 10th. 

Offense: T-formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Ed Barbero, FB; Dwight Garner, 
HB; Keith Kartz, OT; Mark Stephens, OT; Ron 
Zenker, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Kevin Brown, 
QB, 6-3/203, Sr.; Vince Delgado, FL, 5-9/175, 
Jr.; Don Noble, TE, 6-3/230, Sr.; Blaise Smith, 
G, 6-3/250, Jr.; Chuck Steele, C, 6- 1/245, Sr. 
Defense (6): John Geringer, LB, 6-0/205, Sr.; 
Sidney Johnson, CB, 5-11/175, Sr.; Mel 
McClanahan, LB, 6- 1/220, Jr.; Hardy Nicker- 
son, LB, 6-3/230, Sr.; Doug Riesenberg, T, 6- 
7/265, Sr. (may switch to OT); Majett White- 
side, NG, 6-2/250, Soph. 

Key Returnees: James Devers, WR, Soph.; 
Gary Hein, CB, Sr.; Steve Hendrickson, LB, 
Soph.; Mare Hicks, TB, Soph.; Bill Jackman, C, 
Jr.; John Johnson, LB, Jr.; Todd Powers, FB, 
Soph.; Ron Sebahar, T, Soph.; Darryl Stall- 
worth, S, Jr.; Natu Tuatagaloa, DL, Soph.; Dave 
Zawatson, OT, Soph. (RS). 

Top Newcomers; Steve Anderson, OG (JC); 
Joel Dickson, DT; Michael Ford, WR; Ken Har- 
vey, LB (JC); Dave Ortega, LB (RS); Chris 
Richards, RB (transfer, Oklahoma); Scott 
Tabor, P (JC); Kerry Threets, DB (transfer, 
Arizona State). 


i | Gas, S des Sane : 
Arizona State’s Scott Stephen. 


OREGON 


Coach: Rich Brooks (35-60-4, 9 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6; Pac- 10; 3-4/6th. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Lew Barnes, FL; Tony Cherry, TB; 
Scott Holman, SE; Doug Judge, S; Jerry 
Mikels, LB; Greg Schwab, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Bobby De- 
Bisschop, TE, 6-2/224, Sr.; Garrett Holmes, C, 
6-3/264, Sr.; Chris Miller, QB, 6-2/195, Sr.; 
Brad Smith, G, 6-4/257, Sr. Defense (8): Matt 
Brock, E, 6-5/251, Soph.; Darrin Golka, LB, 6- 
3/219, Sr.; Ed Hulbert, S, 5- 10/165, Sr.; Dave 
Maley, T, 6-4/275, Sr.; Rob Marshall, E, 6- 
6/232, Jr.; Anthony Newman, S, 6-1/201, Jr.; 
Rollin Putzier, T, 6-5/275, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Greg Aitkenhead, C, ur.; J.J. 
Birden, FL, Jr.; Mike Blakey, LB, Soph.; Tony 
Borba, OT, Sr.; Don Brown, CB, Sr.; Tim Coo- 
per, S, Jr.; Dan Devaney, LB, Sr.; Cliff Hicks, 
CB, Sr.; Scott Kozak, LB, Soph.; Matt Mac- 
Leod, K, Sr.; Mike Preacher, P, Sr.; Kevin Will- 
hite, FB, Sr.; John Wolf, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Leroy Ale, LB (RS); Sam Ar- 
cher, SE (JC); Erik Arnson, OG (transfer, 
Stanford); Latin Berry, TB (RS); Jon Ej- 
chinger, DE (RS); Russell Lawson, RB; Derek 
Loville, RB; LaRoy Montgomery, CB (JC); 
Reggie Nettles, FB (JC); Rich Walk, OT (RS); 
Andre Williams, LB (RS). 


_ 


OREGON STATE 


Coach: Dave Kragthorpe (3-8, 1 year; 28-28 
overall, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; Pac-10: 2-6/9th. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Reggie Bynum, FL; Osia Lewis, 
LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Darrick Brilz, 
T, 6-3/264, Sr.; Dave Giacomelli, G, 6-4/272, 
Sr.; Rich Gonzales, QB, 6-2/193, Soph.; Jerry 
Jordan, TB, 5-10/184, Jr. Defense (7): Phil 
Alfieri, T, 6-3/250, Jr.; Harold Johnson, LB, 6- 
1/221, Sr.; Gino Mingo, E, 6- 1/250, Sr.; Scott 
Monson, S, 5-9/179, Sr.; Lavance Northington, 
CB, 6-0/185, Sr.; Don Odegard, CB, 6-0/ 184, 
Soph.; Jeff Schneider, LB, 6-0/223, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Rich Haggerty, DT, Jr.; Brian 
McElroy, CB, Jr. (medical RS); Dave Mon- 
tagne, WR, Sr.; Phil Ross, TE, Soph.; Paul 
Saunders, LB, Sr.; Robb Thomas, WR, Soph.; 
Erik Wilhelm, QB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Lloyd Bailey, WR (RS); 
George Breland, WR (medical RS); Paul Car- 
berry, DE (transfer, Drake); Rocky Emery, OG 
(JC); Trevor Gibson, DE (RS); Roland Haw- 
kins, WR (JC); Duane Hughes, S (transfer, 
Colorado State); Dave McLaughlin, QB 
(transfer, Tulane); Bronco Mendenhall, S, 
(JC); Bennie Mitchell, WR (RS); Terry Page, 
LB (JC); Dowell Williams, FB (RS). 
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receivers, 

Key question: Who'll be throwing them 
the ball? Rodney Peete, a freshman sen- 
sation who led a late-season rally, suf- 
fered a torn Achilles tendon in the Tro- 
jans’ Aloha Bow! loss to Alabama and was 
questionable for a complete return by the 
September 13 opener against Illinois. 

That would leave junior Kevin McLean, 
of strong arm and little experience, to do 
the delivering. McLean enjoyed an excel- 
lent spring, but Trojan coaches were 
keeping their fingers crossed for the re- 
turn of the multidimensional Peete. 

Peete’s quick feet may be a necessity 
behind an offensive line that is very young 
except for consensus All-America guard 
Jeff Bregel and solid tackle Dave Cadi- 
gan. All-conference tackle James FitzPa- 
trick will be missed. 

The Trojans also will be without Joe 
Cormier at tight end, but senior Erik 
McKee is ready to make his presence 
known. 

Defensively, the secondary is outstand- 
ing. That unit is led by All-America safety 
Tim McDonald and cornerback Louis 
Brock, the son of Hall of Fame outfielder 
Lou Brock. And the linebacking corps of 
Marcus Cotton, Sam Anno, Keith Davis, 
Rex Moore and Ron Brown is superb. 

The problems are up front, where the 
top players combine inexperience with a 
lack of bulk. 

Arizona has come within one victory of 
reaching the Rose Bowl in each of the last 
two seasons, and the Wildcats hope the 
missing ingredient was experience, some- 
thing they won't lack in 1986. 

No fewer than 16 starters return, in- 
cluding nine on offense. Defense, howev- 
er, is the reason why the Wildcats have 
moved into the league’s first division in 
recent years. The top seven linemen, 
most of a superb group of linebackers and 
standout safety Chuck Cecil return from 
that unit. 

Inside linebackers Byron Evans (an all- 
conference pick), Brent Wood and Gallen 
Allen were in on 307 tackles last season, 
and outside linebacker Danny Lockett led 
the Pac-10 with 12 quarterback sacks, 
Cecil, however, will not be flanked by All- 
Pac-10 safety Allan Durden or either 
starting cornerback from last year. 

The Wildcat defense has become the 
most feared in the league with an incredi- 
ble 89 quarterback sacks and 45 intercep- 
tions the last two seasons. In fact, Ari- 
zona’s plus-20 turnover margin last fall 
was twice that of any other Pac-10 team— 
and this year’s team is even more experi- 
enced. 

Offense was the problem in 1985, when 
Arizona ranked ninth in the league with 
300.5 yards per game. 

Much-maligned quarterback Alfred 
Jenkins made significant strides last year 
and is back for his third year as the start- 
er. Senior tailback David Adams and split 


end Jon Horton, who caught 43 passes for 
685 yards a year ago, also return. 

No Arizona player scored more than 
three TDs in ’85, which means that the 
team needs a bread-and-butter player. 
Wildcats Coach Larry Smith said fresh- 
man running back Art Greathouse could 
become that player, calling him “the big- 
gest offensive jewel we've gotten since 
I've been here.” 

A veteran offensive line led by sopho- 
more center Joe Tofflemire could allow 
Smith to open up the offense to its re- 
spectable, pre-1985 levels. Freshman 
Gary Coston will be charged with replac- 
ing second-team All-America placekicker 
Max Zendejas. 

Stanford Coach Jack Elway has 18 
starters returning in addition to standout 
linebacker David Wyman, an All-Pac-10 
performer in ’84 who missed last season 
while recuperating from knee surgery. So 
the questions for the Cardinal aren’t nec- 
essarily who'll play where, but how well 
they'll play. Last year that varied greatly 
from week to week, and even from series 
to series. 

Quarterback John Paye will be back for 
his fourth try at leading Stanford to a win- 
ning season, and for the first time, he’s got 
more than a skeletal supporting cast. Fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of John Elway, 
Paye already has passed for 5,408 yards. 

The offensive line was terribly inex- 
perienced and plagued by injuries last 
season, but if it manages to keep Paye 
protected, the Cardinal just may have 
something. 

With Paye are four potential game- 
breakers in all-conference pick Brad Mus- 
ter (who has been moved from fullback to 
tailback), tailback Kevin Scott and wide 
receivers Jeff James and Thomas Henley 
(a converted tailback). Brian Morris re- 
mains at fullback. 

But if Stanford is to go anywhere be- 
sides the Mirage Bow! (vs. Arizona on No- 
vember 29 in Japan), it will have to im- 
prove defensively. Wyman is a major 
addition, and he will be flanked by senior 
Tom Prukop and an assortment of experi- 
enced and young linebackers. 

Seniors Toi Cook and Walt Harris head 
a secondary that has three returning 
starters, but the defensive key is the line, 
which offered little resistance to oppo- 
nents last year. Senior Tony Leiker, soph- 
omore Ray Huckestein and redshirt fresh- 
man Lester Archambeau figure to 
contribute greatly. 

“Our defense was pretty good at times 
last year,” Elway said. “But we just gave 
up too damn many big plays.” 

For a team that won eight games last 
season and started only six seniors in the 
Holiday Bowl, Arizona State has some 
major questions bugging second-year 
Coach John Cooper. In addition to the 
players who completed their eligibility, 
consensus All-America safety David 


Fulcher and noseguard Dan Saleaumua 
flunked out of school, although the latter 
planned to petition for readmission this 
fall. 

So, all of a sudden, the Sun Devils have 
to replace their best two defensive play- 
ers in addition to standout inside line- 
backers Greg Battle and John Knight, 
plus linebacker Billy Robinson. 

But the Sun Devils’ overall speed on de- 
fense and coordinator Larry Marmie’s 
multiple sets should keep opponents from 
running wild. Outside linebacker Scott Ste- 
phen—the “Devil back” in Arizona State 
vernacular—is a big-play athlete (nine 
quarterback sacks last year, 183 tackles in 
two seasons). Cornerbacks Anthony 
Parker and Eric Allen spark a secondary 
that helped the Sun Devils intercept 26 
Passes a year ago. Most of the top defen- 
sive linemen return, most notably tackle 
Shawn Patterson and end Skip McClen- 
don. 

Offensively, a veteran line led by fine 
tackle Danny Villa should allow quarter- 
back Jeff Van Raaphorst time to operate. 
The senior was inconsistent at times a 
year ago, but he has thrown for 4,262 
yards in the last two seasons. 

Van Raaphorst’s top target is split end 
Aaron Cox, whose 19.7-yard average on 40 
receptions was among the nation’s best. 

Van Raaphorst will need support from 
a thin group of running backs. Darryl Har- 
ris (442 yards last year), Darin Tupper 
and Channing Williams figure to tote 
much of the load. 

The kicking game should be among the 
best in the Pac-10 again. All-conference 
punter Mike Schuh averaged 41.7 yards 
per kick as a freshman last fall, while 
placekicker Kent Bostrom will have to 
fight off a challenge from yet another 
Zendejas, freshman Alan, brother of for- 
mer Arizona State All-America Luis. 

Although his team won only four games 
in 1985, California Coach Joe Kapp insists 
the Golden Bears are on the rise. If he’s 
right, they probably will be on a plateau 
for a while because many of his key play- 
ers are youngsters. 

Nine sophomores are penciled in as 
starters, including tailback Marc Hicks 
and outstanding noseguard Majett White- 
side. 

Second-team All-America Hardy Nick- 
erson, widely considered the equal of any 
inside linebacker in the country, is one of 
only four senior starters on defense, and 
there are only three on the other side of 
the ball. 

Offensively, the emphasis will be shift- 
ed to Hicks as the Bears frequently will 
line up in the I-formation. That will take 
some of the focus off quarterback, where 
Kevin Brown and Brian Bedford battled 
almost evenly much of last season. But 
Kapp wants to give the responsibility to 
one man (probably Brown) this fall. 

The offensive line returns only two 
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starters, but Kapp could fill the holes with 
a couple of highly regarded junior college 
transfers (Steve Anderson and Robert Dos 
Remedios) and tackle Doug Riesenberg. 

Junior wide receiver Vince Delgado led 
the team with 30 receptions, and he’ll be 
counted on heavily as a deep threat, per- 
haps along with highly touted freshman 
Michael Ford. 

The punting game, a disaster in ’85, 
can’t help but improve with the addition 
of junior college All-America Scott Tabor. 

Oregon quarterback Chris Miller “is as 
good as there is,” according to his coach, 
Rich Brooks. “Chris can do anything you 
want a quarterback to do.” 

In ’86, Miller will try to do all of the 
marvelous things he accomplished as the 
1985 all-conference quarterback, but this 
time he'll be without many of his best of- 
fensive tools. No longer can Miller hand 
off to Tony Cherry or aim downfield for 
streaking Lew Barnes, both All-Pac-10 
picks. 

Oregon will be hard-pressed to copy its 
offensive success (359 yards and 24.8 
points per game last fall) because only 
four starters return. But Miller, who com- 
pleted 55.3 percent of his passes for 2,237 
yards and 18 TDs last year, is one of them, 
so there are high hopes in Eugene. 

Redshirt freshman Latin Berry, who 
was considered one of the top recruits on 
the West Coast in ’85, is the top candidate 
at tailback, and junior college transfer 
Sam Archer is a possible heir to the 
Barnes throne. 

With fourth-year starting guard Brad 
Smith, strong center Garrett Holmes and 
fine tight end Bobby DeBisschop, the of- 
fensive line doesn’t need a complete over- 
haul. 

Besides, the Oregon defense may be 
formidable enough to relieve some of the 
pressure that the offense was forced to 
bear last year. That defense, which 
Brooks described as “terrible,” will be 
much older, with starters returning at 
eight positions. 

If it stays healthy, the defensive line 
ranks among the toughest in the Pac-10 
with tackles Dave Maley and Rollin Put- 
zier and ends Matt Brock and Rob Marsh- 
all. Darrin Golka is the top linebacker, 
while Ed Hulbert and Anthony Newman 
lead the secondary. 

The Oregon kicking game is among the 
best in the league. Mike Preacher was the 
league’s No. 2 punter last year (41.6 aver- 
age), while Matt MacLeod was perfect on 
eight field-goal and 34 extra-point at- 
tempts. ~ 

No one could call Washington State 
Coach Jim Walden overconfident. “We're 
a good candidate for a ninth or 10th pick,” 
he said, and for good reason. 

Gone are All-Pac-10 running back Rue- 
ben Mayes, quarterback Mark Rypien, all- 


Continued 


The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook * 105 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Coach: Ted Toliner (19-15-1, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Pac- 10: 5-3/T4th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Tony Colorito, NG; Joe Cormier, 
TE; Fred Crutcher, TB; James FitzPatrick, OT; 
Tom Hallock, OG; Matt Johnson, CB; Matt 
Koart, DT; Gaylord Kuamoo, OT; Brent Moore, 
DT; Hank Norman, SE; Jerome Tyler, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Jeff Bregel, 
G, 6-4/280, Sr.; Dave Cadigan, T, 6-5/265, Jr.; 
Ryan Knight, TB, 6-1/205, Jr.; Al Washington, 
FL, 6-1/180, Sr. Defense (5): Sam Anno, LB, 
6-1/220, Sr.; Louis Brock, Jr., CB, 5- 11/175, 
Sr.; Marcus Cotton, LB, 6-4/215, Jr.; Keith 
Davis, LB, 6-1/230, Jr.; Tim McDonald, S, 6- 
3/205, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ron Brown, LB, Sr.; Martin 
Chesley, TE, Soph.; Greg Coauette, CB, Sr. 
(RS); Aaron Emanuel, TB, Soph.; Paul Green, 
TE, Soph. (RS); Erik McKee, TE, Sr.; Rex 
Moore, LB, Jr.; Bruce Parks, C/G, Sr.; Rodney 
Peete, QB, Soph.; Don Shafer, K, Sr.; Randy 
Tanner, FL, Jr.; Junior Thurman, S, Sr.; Joe 
Walshe, DT, Soph.; Steve Webster, TB, Soph.; 
Gary Willison, NG, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Mark Carrier, S; Cleveland 
Coulter, TB/S; Dan Owens, NG (RS); Brent 
Parkinson, OG (RS); Tim Ryan, NG; Jason 
Schmid, QB (JC); Bill Stokes, LB (JC). 


STANFORD 


Coach: Jack Elway (9-13, 2 years; 64-44-2 
overall, 10 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; Pac- 10: 3-5/T7th. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: John Barns, OT; Greg Baty, TE; 
Jack Gilmete, LB; Matt Soderlund, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): Thomas 
Henley, WR, 5-11/185, Sr.; Jeff James, WR, 
6-0/ 185, Jr.; Kurt Josephson, C, 6-4/260, Sr.; 
Jeff Marchin, T, 6-4/255, Soph.; Brian Morris, 
FB, 6-3/218, Sr.; Brad Muster, RB, 6-3/215, 
Jr.; Tom Nye, G, 6-2/260, Sr.; John Paye, QB, 
6-3/195, Sr.; Andy Sinclair, G, 6-5/260, Soph. 
Defense (8): Toi Cook, DB, 6-0/185, Sr.; Walt 
Harris, DB, 6- 1/195, Sr.; Brad Humphreys, DB, 
6-3/192, Soph.; Tony Leiker, T, 6-4/230, Sr.; 
Joe Lortie, T, 6-4/243, Jr.; Tom Prukop, LB, 
6-2/225, Sr.; Eric Volta, NG, 6-2/240, Jr.; 
Chris Weber, LB, 6-4/225, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Pat Boushka, S, Jr.; Robbie 
Coffin, OT, Soph.; Kurt Colehower, LB, Sr.; 
Spencer Cotten, WR, Soph.; Marshall Dillard, 
FB, Jr.; Thomas Henley, WR/RB, Sr.; Ray 
Huckestein, DL, Soph.; Barry McKeever, LB, 
Soph.; Carl Morris, WR, Jr.; Kevin Scott, RB, 
Sr.; Eric Snelson, TE, Jr.; David Sweeney, K, 
Jr.; David Wyman, LB, Sr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Lester Archambeau, DL 
(RS); Mike Kohlmoos, OL; Ed McCaffrey, WR. 


UCLA 


Coach: Terry Donahue (80-31-6, 10 years) 
1985 Record: 8-2-1; Pac- 10: 6-2/ 1st. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Robert Cox, OT; Mike Hartmeier, 
OG; John Lee, K; Jim McCullough, OG; David 
Norrie, QB; Mike Sherrard, SE; Tommy Taylor, 
LB; Mark Walen, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Karl Dorrell, 
FL, 5-11/191, Sr.; Mel Farr, FB, 6-0/214, Jr.; 
Joe Goebel, C, 6-5/260, Sr.; Gaston Green, 
TB, 5- 10/191, Jr.; Derek Tennell, TE, 6-4/236, 
Sr.; Russ Warnick, T, 6-5/255, Jr. Defense 
(8): Frank Batchkoff, T, 6-4/244, Sr.; Melvin 
Jackson, LB, 6-3/223, Jr.; Chuckie Miller, CB, 
5-9/178, Sr.; Dennis Price, CB, 6-2/174, Jr.; 
Craig Rutledge, S, 6-0/187, Sr.; Eric Smith, 
LB, 6-3/222, Jr.; Terry Tumey, NG, 6-1/232, 
Jr.; James Washington, S, 6- 1/196, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Willie Anderson, SE, Jr.; Eric 
Ball, RB, Soph.; Jeff Glasser, DT, Jr.; Marcus 
Greenwood, FB, Sr.; Ken Norton, LB, Jr.; David 
Simpson, LB, Jr.; Matt Stevens, QB, Sr.; Jim 
Wahler, NG/DT, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Chuck Adams, TE (transfer, 
Michigan); Randy Austin, LB; Randy Beverly, 
DB (RS); Anthony Burnett, DB; Frank Cornish, 
OL (RS); Mike Farr, SE (RS); Brian Jones, LB; 
Mike Lodish, DL (RS); Rick Meyer, OL (RS); 
Lance Zeno, OT. 
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WASHINGTON 


Coach: Don James (93-36, 11 years; 118-55- 
1 overall, 15 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Pac- 10: 5-3/T4th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Ron Hadley, LB; Vestee Jackson, 
CB; Joe Kelly, LB; Ron Milus, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Rick Fenney, 
FB, 6-3/242, Sr.; Kevin Gogan, T, 6-6/287, 
Sr.; Lonzell Hill, SE, 5- 11/182, Sr.; Rod Jones, 
TE, 6-3/226, Sr.; Vince Weathersby, TB, 5- 
11/203, Soph.; Mike Zandofsky, G, 6-2/277, 
Soph. Defense (5): Tim Peoples, S, 6- 1/193, 
Sr.; David Rill, LB, 6-0/218, Jr.; Reggie Rog- 
ers, T, 6-7/250, Sr.; Bo Yates, LB, 6-1/210, 
Jr.; Tony Zackery, S, 6-3/ 180, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Steve Alvord, MG, Sr.; Ricky 
Andrews, LB, Soph.; Chris Chandler, QB, Jr.; 
Tony Covington, FB, Soph.; Tom Erlandson, 
LB, Jr.; Darryl Franklin, FL, Jr.; Darryl Hall, S, 
Soph.; Jeff Jaeger, K, Sr.; Allen James, S, Sr.; 
Aaron Jenkins, RB, Soph.; Steve Jones, RB, 
Soph.; Mark Larsen, OG, Sr.; Art Malone, CB, 
Soph.; Tim Peoples, S, Sr.; Steve Roberts, DT, 
Sr.; David Toy, TB, Jr.; Brett Wiese, OT, Soph.; 
Demouy Williams, CB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Dennis Brown, DL; Tim 
Esary, LB (RS); Martin Harrison, LB (RS); Joe 
Mark, MG (RS); Rick McLeod, OT (JC); Tre- 
vin Moore, TB. 


WASHINGTON STATE 


Coach: Jim Walden (41-45-3, 8 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; Pac- 10: 3-5/7th. 

Offense: Option. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Mike Beasley, DE; Cedrick Brown, 
CB; Rob Cleveland, DE; Mike Dreyer, OG; Erik 
Howard, DT; Curt Landines, C; Rueben Mayes, 
RB; Tim Petek, DT; Mark Rypien, QB; Mike 
Schuster, OT; John Traut, K. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Rick Chase, 
WR, 6-0/189, Sr.; Chris Leighton, TE, 6- 
3/220, Sr.; lan Lindner, G, 6-5/250, Sr.; Kerry 
Porter, RB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Kitrick Taylor, WR, 
5-11/177, Sr.; Mike Utley, T, 6-7/270, Soph. 
Defense (6): Brian Forde, LB, 6-2/220, Jr.; 
Artie Holmes, S, 6-0/187, Soph.; Maury Met- 
calf, LB, 6-3/220, Soph.; Ricky Reynolds, CB, 
6-0/175, Sr.; Kevin Thomasson, S, 5-11/183, 
Sr.; Dean Turulja, LB, 6-3/ 191, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Marvin Adams, DE, Jr.; Ed 
Blount, QB, Sr.; Ron Collins, S, Sr.; lvan Cook, 
DT, Soph.; Mitch Dillard, C, Sr.; Rod Durrand, 
OT, Soph.; Michael James, FL, Jr.; Jim Kra- 
koski, LB, Jr.; Jeff Loomis, LB, Sr.; Bob O'Neal, 
LB, Soph.; Cotton Sears, SE, Sr.; Nick Volk, 
DT, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Steve Broussard, RB (RS); 
Mark Ledbetter, LB (RS); Brian Lockhart, RB 
(JC); Timm Rosenbach, QB (RS); Derrick 
Salter, CB (JC); Andre Washington, LB (RS). 
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OSU’s Lavance Northington. 


league defensive tackle Erik Howard, 
placekicker John Traut, most of a fine of- 
fensive line and the entire defensive front. 

“The single strongest position on our 
football team is wide receiver,” Walden 
said, “and if I had to pick one place to be 
strong, that wouldn’t be it.” 

Especially since No.1 quarterback Ed 
Blount is considered more of a runner 
than a thrower. The Cougars have only 12 
offensive lettermen returning, and five 
are receivers, led by Rick Chase and Ki- 
trick Taylor, who combined for 70 recep- 
tions last year. 

Running back Kerry Porter, who has 
been plagued by shoulder injuries the last 
two seasons, hopes to return to his 1,000- 
yard form of 1983. He may have to carry 
much of the rushing load because a re- 
placement for Mayes will come from an 
inexperienced group of no-name players. 

“We've had the best offensive team in 
the league for the past two years, and we 
only won 10 games,” Walden said. “That’s 
not enough, so we know exactly where 
we've got to improve ... on defense.” 

Several key players return from last 
year’s defense, including linebacker Brian 
Forde, who led the team with 131 tackles, 
and cornerback Ricky Reynolds. 

To say that Oregon State’s Dave 
Kragthorpe went to the junior college 
ranks for a quick fix would be an under- 
statement. The second-year coach 
brought in 16 junior college transfers, plus 
three from other universities, in an effort 
to hasten the redevelopment project in 
Corvallis. 

Several of those new players probably 
will join the Beavers’ starting lineup im- 
mediately. If transfers Rocky Emery, 
Dave Orndorff, Paul Hopkins and Jeff Ta- 
lamantes can give the offensive line 
added strength, perhaps Kragthorpe’s 
passing offense will start clicking. 

There were times last season when it 
clicked very well, but Beaver quarter- 
backs were sacked a distressing 51 times 
and threw 30 interceptions. No. 1 quarter- 
back Erik Wilhelm, back as a seasoned 
third-year sophomore after a knee injury 
shortened his ’85 campaign, may have to 
win the job back from sophomore Rich 
Gonzales. 

The quarterback’s primary targets will 
be wide receiver Dave Montagne and 
tight end Phil Ross, with junior college 
speedster Roland Hawkins expected to 
provide some of the deep threat that All- 
Pac-10 flanker Reggie Bynum provided. 

The defense last year wasn’t brilliant, 
but it played on a short field much of the 
season due to the offense’s 42 turnovers. 
Eight returning starters are led by cor- 
nerback Lavance Northington, who paced 
the league with seven interceptions last 
fall, and the line trio of Gino Mingo, Rich 
Haggerty and Phil Alfieri. @ 


Don Borst covers college sports for the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram. 


Getting Serious 


Lou Holtz Brings 
Discipline Back 
To Notre Dame 


By HERB GOULD 


n South Bend, Ind., you have to get up 
i pretty early in the morning if you plan 

to wake up the echoes. 

Very early. And so that’s what Coach 
Lou Holtz had the Fighting Irish doing last 
winter. 

“This is a little walk-through,” Holtz’s 
staff told the players before their first 6 
a.m. conditioning workout. 

Walk-through? The players called it a 
“pukefest.” After being rousted from their 
warm beds in the chill of winter, the play- 
ers were directed to a gymnasium, where 
they were inflicted with a series of drills 
—sprints, chin-ups, push-ups and so forth 
—designed to promote endurance and 
agility. This continued until the players 
could take no more, at which time they 
emptied their innards. 

But the players liked it. In between 
gasps, they acknowledged that a little 
suck-it-up discipline was in order. 

“It’s been a nice change,” junior full- 
back Frank Stams said. “I think the puk- 
ing has really been the best part because 
it shows us we have a long haul ahead of 
us, that it’s time to shape up.” 

And the gut-wrenching exercises also 
showed that the new Notre Dame coach 
means business. 

“We needed a coach with experience— 
someone we could look up to,” junior 
quarterback Terry Andrysiak said. 

Holtz will insist on that. A devout Catho- 
lic who marched in and out of grade 
school classes to the tune of the Notre 
Dame fight song and its exhortation to 
“wake up the echoes cheering her name,” 
Holtz is determined to rejuvenate a pro- 
gram that slipped to only two minor bowl 
appearances in the last five years. 

And discipline—both on the field and 
off—is step No. 1. At his first meeting with 
the Irish football squad, Holtz began by 
telling several players not to prop their 
feet on the stage. From now on, he an- 
nounced, when a coach enters a room, it’s 
time to sit up and pay attention. No Irish 
players were to be caught slouching, any- 
time, anywhere. 

The memories, still fresh in the mind, 
were too horrible. They couldn’t be re- 
peated. Holtz could not allow Notre Dame 
to sustain a thrashing such as it endured 
in 1985—and on November 30 in particu- 
lar. 

Like the rest of the far-reaching Notre 
Dame community, Holtz had watched 
Coach Gerry Faust’s final disaster, a 58-7 
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Notre Dame has entrusted its sagging football fortunes to capable new | 


Coach Lou Holtz. 


pasting in Miami that dropped the Irish to 
a 5-6 record. The loss, Notre Dame’s worst 
in more than four decades, was so blas- 
phemous that even a priest on the Irish 
sidelines was heard to say, ‘‘That’s 
horsebleep!” when Miami blocked a punt 
for its final touchdown. 

Faust, in the last season of a five-year 
contract that he knew would not be re- 
newed, had stepped down the Tuesday be- 
fore the game. Twenty-four hours later, 
Holtz had fled Minnesota to take the 
Notre Dame job. Then, on television, he 
watched in agony as the Hurricanes man- 
handled the Irish. 

But as far as Holtz is concerned, that’s 
all in the past. 

“T think it can be a rallying cause, and 
that’s a positive,” Holtz said of the debacle 
in Miami. “The negative is that you lose 
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your confidence. But I prefer to look at 
the positive. There was a realization that 
we really do have to improve in a lot of 
areas.” 

That’s the message that Holtz, Notre 
Dame’s 25th head coach, has been deliv- 
ering as he prepares for his first autumn 
directing the Irish. 

“Our overall speed, strength and quick- 
ness is amazing—the fact that we lack it,” 
he said. “We have a real problem with 
speed. And we’re not very strong. We only 
have a couple of players who can bench 
press 400 pounds, and one of them is our 
fullback.” 

Holtz, who has been known for his one- 
liners and witticisms as well as his win- 
ning football teams over the years, is jus- 
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spring-football routine and let his Notre Dame 


tifiably concerned about the state of 
Notre Dame football. So, he is taking a 
no-nonsense approach to his new job, as 
his players will attest. 

Oh, Holtz still cracks the odd joke. 
“When they called and said, ‘Do you want 
to come to South Bend?’ I just heard the 
word ‘south,’ ”” remarked Holtz, who hates 
cold weather, while trudging through a 
blizzard one day last winter. “Obviously, 
this must be North Bend.” 

When asked which former Irish 
coaches he had talked to about the Notre 
Dame job, Holtz said, “Gerry and Ara 
(Parseghian),” and started to laugh. “I 
was going to say I couldn’t get in contact 
with Knute (Rockne),” he explained, “but 
that might be misconstrued.” 

On his lecture-circuit resume, Holtz de- 
scribes himself as “5 feet, 10 inches, 152 
pounds, I speak with a lisp and appear af- 
flicted with a combination of beriberi and 
scurvy. I ranked 234th in a (high school) 
class of 278.” 

But such jests now appear to be the 
exception rather than the rule. No longer 
is he the Holtz of magic-trick and “To- 
night Show” fame. There will be jokes, but 
only in the right place, and they will take 
a back seat to his primary goal: Putting 
the Irish back in New Year’s Day bowls 
and contending for national champion- 
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It didn’t take long for Lou Holtz to dig into the players know that the road back to the top of the | 
college football world will be paved with sweat. | 


ships. 

Notre Dame’s legion of followers were 
glad to hear that. When he was formally 
introduced to the Notre Dame student 
body at halftime of a basketball game a 
week after the Miami game—on Pearl 
Harbor Day—Holtz received a deafening 
ovation. He then made a speech not un- 
like Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 44 years be- 
fore. 

“I don’t stand here to promise we’re 
going to do anything overnight,” Holtz 
said. “But if you have the pride, the spirit 
and the tradition, nothing is going to keep 
us down.” 

In some ways, the Irish football situa- 
tion is not unlike that of a sleeping indus- 
trial giant about to go to war. The re- 
sources and the commitment appear to be 
there. The question is, how strong will the 
giant become? And how long will it take 
to reach that point? 

In the case of Notre Dame football, 
that’s precisely what the alumni are won- 
dering. 

“They want to know when we’re going 
to win the national championship,” Holtz 
said. “Nobody’s really concerned with the 
problems. They seem to feel we have no 
problems here. Once we go out there and 
put on the helmets and the uniforms, they 
feel, everything’s going to change. That 
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isn’t true.” 

Even a Top 20 rating isn’t assured, he 
cautioned, despite a pretty fair talent 
base—recruiting was not among Faust’s 
problems—and a strong coaching staff. 

“If you picked us to finish in the Top 20, 
all you’re doing is playing the odds,” he 
said. “It would be wishful thinking. But we 
aren't going to roll over and die because 
we read our obituary in the newspaper, 
either. We’ve got to be realistic and say 
we've got some problems. But if we get 
better, we sure have the schedule to 
prove whether we're a Top 20 team.” 

Holtz would like to offer positive proof 
of that right away. Though he is not 
counting on it, he is striving for immedi- 
ate success in the job for which he had 
long yearned—and planned. 

When he was hired at Minnesota in 
1984, Holtz requested and received an es- 
cape clause that said he was free to leave 
if Notre Dame beckoned. The clause later 
was expanded to include any job offer, 
which left in question a reported Holtz 
comment that he wouldn’t leave Minneso- 
ta until he “died or went to the Rose 
Bowl.” 

“It was difficult for me to leave Minne- 
sota,” he said upon his arrival at Notre 
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Dame, “but it would have been more diffi- 
cult to say no to Notre Dame.” Asked if 
this would be his last job, he said: “I don’t 
know where you'd go from here. My mom 
always felt if you went to Notre Dame, 
you went directly to heaven.” 

Holtz was raised in East Liverpool, O., 
across the Ohio River and a few miles 
north of Follansbee, W.Va., his birthplace. 
He first caught the Notre Dame bug at 
home and in parochial school. 

“I'd followed Notre Dame since 1946, 
when (Johnny) Lujack tackled (Doc) 
Blanchard to preserve a 0-0 tie against 
Army,” the 49-year-old coach said. 

But attending Notre Dame was out of 
the question for Holtz, a 5-10, 150-pound 
high school linebacker who already knew 
he wanted to coach. And when he decided 
to attend Kent State, which was more in- 
clined than Notre Dame to accept a stu- 
dent-athlete of his size and academic 
background, he had pretty much dispelled 
with the notion of coaching at South Bend. 
Just before he left for school, an uncle 
asked, “Do you think you'll ever coach at 
Notre Dame?” Holtz said no, because at 
that time, Notre Dame hired only alumni. 

Holtz played linebacker at Kent State 
and after graduating in 1959 immediately 
went into coaching. He was an assistant at 
Iowa, William & Mary, Connecticut, South 
Carolina and Ohio State before getting the 
head coaching job at William & Mary in 
1969. 

Notre Dame Athletic Director Gene 
Corrigan was working in Virginia when 
he first noticed Holtz at William & Mary, 
where the young coach had losing records 
in all three of his seasons there. But in 
1970, when the Indians’ 5-6 regular-season 
mark reflected a tough non-conference 
schedule, Holtz’s team won the Southern 
Conference title and earned an automatic 
bid to the Tangerine Bowl, the only major 
bowl appearance ever for the Williams- 
burg, Va., school. 

In 1972, Holtz went to North Carolina 
State, which he took to four straight bowl 
games and an impressive 33-12-3 record. 
After an out-of-joint year with the New 
York Jets—he didn’t enjoy coaching pro 
football—Holtz moved to Arkansas in 
1977. The Razorbacks finished 11-1 and 
No. 3 in the national rankings in his first 
season in Fayetteville. 

It was during that season that Holtz 
caught the eye of the Rev. Edmund P. 
Joyce, the Notre Dame executive vice 
president in charge of athletics. A few 
days before playing in the Orange Bowl, 
three star players were discovered in a 
dormitory with a female student. Holtz 
suspended the players and refused to 
bend when some team members threat- 
ened a boycott. The Razorbacks then 
crushed Oklahoma, 31-6, without the sus- 
pended trio. 

“I was impressed by the way he stood 
up for what he thought was right and then 
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kept his team united and went out and 
won the game,” Joyce said. 

Holtz took the Razorbacks to five more 
consecutive bowl games before going 6-5 
and missing out in 1983, his last year at 
Arkansas. Then in 1984 he went to Minne- 
sota, where in two short years he directed 
a struggling program to a bowl game. The 
Golden Gophers, who had gone 1-10 the 
year before, improved to 4-7 in their first 
year under Holtz and 6-5 the next year, 
good enough for an invitation to the Inde- 
pendence Bowl. 

While Holtz was turning around the 
Minnesota program, Notre Dame was try- 
ing to decide what to do about Faust, an 
eminently successful high school coach 
with no previous college experience who 
had gone directly to the forefront of the 
nation’s most visible college program. 

“I don’t know that anybody could have 
succeeded straight out of high school,” 
Corrigan said, “but if anybody could have, 
it was Gerry Faust.” 

Faust’s unusual ascension to the Irish 
job made him a curiosity, a specimen to 
be examined under the media micro- 
scope. Everyone expected immediate re- 
sults, so he had no grace period to get the 
program going. 

“We got started on the wrong foot,” 
Faust reflected, “and we never got out of 
the doggone thing.” 

In five years, Faust (30-26-1) compiled 
more losses than any previous Notre 
Dame coach. The Irish began considering 
possible successors to Faust, and their 
sights fell on Holtz, a proven winner. 

“We wanted a guy who could wake up 
the echoes,” Corrigan said. “We wanted a 
guy who has been there before.” 

Minnesota officials, who did not allow 
Holtz to coach the Gophers in the Inde- 
pendence Bowl (where they beat Clem- 
son), were not pleased that their coach 
took advantage of his escape clause, but 
Holtz simply couldn’t pass up the opportu- 
nity to coach at Notre Dame. “I lived up 
to every commitment I made at Minneso- 
ta,” he said. 

As soon as Holtz arrived in South Bend 
and saw Corrigan’s office, which was 
adorned with paintings of Rockne, Frank 
Leahy and Parseghian, the athletic direc- 
tor advised the new coach to find a differ- 
ent decorator. 

Holtz agreed it was best to downplay 
the legends. ‘“‘When I looked at some of 
their won-lost percentages,” he said of 
Rockne (.881), Leahy (.855) and Parsegh- 
ian (.836) during their years at Notre 
Dame, “I thought it must be a misprint.” 

Holtz, meanwhile, is .637 (116-65-5) in 16 
collegiate years. That record appealed to 
Corrigan, who kept remembering a com- 
ment Parseghian once made: “I had 14 
years’ experience when I got to Notre 
Dame, and I needed all 14 of those years.” 

Dan Devine, who coached the Irish to a 
53-16-1 record in the six years between 
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Parseghian and Faust, agreed that the 
Notre Dame post is not designed for a col- 
lege coaching neophyte. “There isn’t any 
question it’s the toughest college job in 
the country,” Devine said. 

In Holtz, Corrigan saw an experienced 
winner who would be granted the luxury 
of a little time before being expected to 
win big. But prior to hiring him, Corrigan 
had to dispel certain concerns, such as 
Holtz’s onetime endorsement of right- 
wing Sen. Jesse Helms. While at Arkan- 
sas, Holtz taped commercials (which 
never aired) for the North Carolina Re- 
publican. 

“Lou told me it was just a dumb mis- 
take,” said Corrigan, who received assur- 
ances that Holtz would steer clear of poli- 
tics. 

Holtz also assured Corrigan that he 
would maintain the school’s reputation for 
academics and integrity by accepting 
such policies as no redshirting and no spe- 
cial privileges for athletes. Holtz demon- 
strated that acceptance when asked if he 
thought the Irish needed an indoor prac- 
tice facility, which he received at Minne- 
sota. 

“Coaches coach, players play and ad- 
ministrators administrate,” he said. “That 
will have to be ascertained by the admin- 
istrators of this university.” 

The Irish were not put off by Holtz’s 
weak-recruiter label, which apparently 
played a big role in his leaving Arkansas. 
Corrigan knows that the Notre Dame 
mystique helps recruiting immeasurably, 
and besides, Holtz considers his weak- 
recruiter tag a bum rap. 

“You hit a nerve when people say I 
can’t recruit,” he said. “I never heard that 
until I got to Arkansas, where I was also 
one of the few never mentioned in an in- 
vestigation of the Southwest Conference.” 

Holtz, who received a four-year con- 
tract—‘“‘same as a player,” he said— 
backed up his claim last winter by landing 
at least half a dozen of the nation’s top 100 
players. The Irish recruiting class, which 
experts have rated among the nation’s top 
10, includes highly regarded linebacker 
John Foley and three top linemen. Holtz 
won’t name names, but he said some 
freshmen probably will see considerable 
action this fall because of depth problems, 
particularly in the defensive line. 

“T was shocked to find we had only 
three defensive linemen on scholarship 
on our whole football team and six quar- 
terbacks,” Holtz said. “This is not a criti- 
cism of Gerry Faust. I’m sure he had rea- 
sons and plans for the things he did. But it 
is going to present some problems.” 

To tackle such problems, Holtz has as- 
sembled a coaching staff that blends Irish 
tradition with outside experience, both 
under Holtz and independently. Former 
Pittsburgh coach Foge Fazio was hired as 
defensive coordinator. Three Holtz assis- 
tants at Minnesota (Vinny Cerrato, Pete 
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Cordelli and George Stewart) and three 
longtime Irish assistants (George Kelly, 
Mike Stock and Joe Yonto, all of whom 
have ties back to Parseghian) are on his 
staff. 

But Holtz is well aware that the state of 
the program and the strength of the Irish 
schedule will make success this fall a dif- 
ficult task. 

“Let’s see, we open at home with Mich- 
igan,” he said when asked about the 
schedule. “Then there’s Michigan State, 
Purdue, Alabama, Pittsburgh, Air Force, 
Navy, SMU, Penn State, and we finish on 
the road at LSU and Southern California. 
We tried to drop Navy and pick up Okla- 
homa, but we couldn’t do it.” 

Holtz has spent little time thinking 
about how he’ll feel when he walks out of 
the tunnel at Notre Dame Stadium for his 
team’s season opener September 13. 

“One reason I haven't is that I can’t 
imagine anybody getting real excited 
about stepping on the field against Michi- 
gan,” he said. “I know I'll be excited by 
the time we get there, but I really haven’t 
thought about it. I know my relatives 
have, though. I’ve gotten so many re- 
quests for tickets that I’d like to have the 
concession rights.” 

Nevertheless, Holtz is appreciative of 
the good fortune that brought him to 
Notre Dame. “This was just the dream of 
a lifetime,” he said. “How many people, at 
the age of 49, get a chance to realize the 


dream of a lifetime?” 

The dream, of course, is to join the Irish 
legends, and that means winning a nation- 
al championship. Holtz, ironically, played 
a role in the last Irish national title, when 
his No. 6 Razorbacks whipped No. 2 Okla- 
homa and No. 5 Notre Dame defeated No. 
1 Texas on January 2, 1978. 

“We thought we won it,” Holtz said. 
“We had the same record (11-1) as Notre 
Dame, but they (beat) us in the polls.” 

It is apparent that the nation views the 
Irish in a special light—and that goes for 
their coach, too. “People do treat you dif- 
ferently,” Holtz said. “I wish I could say 
that’s not so, but it wouldn’t be correct. 
The position they hold you in is one of 
tremendous respect.” 

Holtz paused, then added, “Initially.” 

Football games, Holtz knows, have a 
way of changing such impressions. That’s 
why he was rousting the Irish out of bed to 
work themselves into shape at 6 a.m. 

At Notre Dame, that’s the best way to 
prevent the echoes from turning to cat- 
calls. 


INDEPENDENTS 
PREVIEW 


As a youngster, Paul Palmer picked up 
the nickname “Boo Boo” from his grand- 


mother. She felt he was undersized, just 
like the sidekick of cartoon character 
Yogi Bear. 

But Palmer never considered himself 
small until his senior year at Winston 
Churchill High School in Potomac, Md., 
when recruiters from big-time football 
colleges began paying him visits. 

“One of my coaches told me: ‘Hey, the 
scouts from so-and-so are coming. So wear 
an extra-thick sweater and some heels,’ ” 
Palmer recalled. 

Anything to bulk up. But the wardrobe 
change didn’t help. He was too small. Re- 
cruiters took one look at Palmer and did 
an about-face. 

All except Temple. The Owls found it 
hard to overlook Palmer’s lofty accom- 
plishments as a high school senior: 1,920 
yards rushing, 27 touchdowns and All- 
America accolades from USA Today. 
They decided to give Boo Boo, make that 
Palmer, a chance. 

The gamble has turned out favorably, 
and in a big way. After three seasons at 
Temple, Palmer owns 15 school records, 
including most career yards rushing 
(3,029) and touchdowns rushing (24). Pal- 
mer enters his senior season with a string 
of 12 consecutive games of 100 or more 
yards rushing. 

As a junior, Palmer finished second in 
the nation in per-game rushing yards 
(168.4) and all-purpose yardage (193.7). 
Both of those figures were better than 
those recorded by Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Bo Jackson. 

Not bad for a guy who stands 5-foot-9 
and weighs 171 pounds—especially one 
whose grandmother thought he was too 
small to play football. 

In fact, Boo Boo had to engage in a bit 
of deceit just to keep Grandma in the dark 
about his football aspirations. 

“I had to leave my pads and equipment 
at a friend’s house and pick them up on 
the way to practice,” Palmer said. “I 
know she was afraid of me getting hurt.” 

Palmer did get hurt late last season, 
when an ankle injury kept him out of 
Temple’s final two games. But he’s fully 
recovered and is looking to improve on 
his 1,516-yard rushing performance of last 
fall. 

That should be possible with the return 
of several other key Temple players. Also 
back are fullback Shelley Poole, a fine 
blocker, and quarterback Lee Saltz, who 
threw for 1,875 yards and 13 touchdowns 
last fall, although he completed only 46.7 
percent of his attempts. Saltz will throw to 
a good group of receivers headed by Wil- 
lie Marshall, who caught 40 passes for 893 
yards and nine touchdowns. 

But Coach Bruce Arians must replace 
his entire starting offensive line—and 
most notably consensus All-America 
guard John Rienstra. 


Continued 
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On defense, nine starters (including 
seven seniors) are back. The secondary, 
led by Pervis Herder, returns intact. Line- 
backer Steve Domonoski and end Jeff 
Ward are the other standouts on that unit. 

“T feel we will have our best team in my 
four years at Temple,” Arians said. 

Coach Jimmy Johnson of Miami (Fla.) 
also is looking forward to an outstanding 
season. The Hurricanes had one going last 
year before being blown away by Tennes- 
see, 35-7, in the Sugar Bowl. 

That drubbing dispensed with the Hur- 
ricanes’ hopes for a 1985 national cham- 
pionship. But in 1986, the Hurricanes re- 
turn the majority of their ’85 squad, 
prompting hopes for another run to the 
top of the wire service polls. Johnson 
must replace only one full-time player on 
defense and two on offense. 

“The biggest fight we will have is 
against complacency,” Johnson said, “and 
I think the Sugar Bowl took care of that.” 

Johnson’s top returnee is second-team 
All-America quarterback Vinny Testa- 
verde. Without as much as a full game of 
experience before last season, Testaverde 
emerged as one of the top passers in the 
nation, finishing fifth in the balloting for 
the Heisman Trophy. He completed 61.4 
percent of his 352 attempts for 3,238 yards 
and 21 touchdowns. 

Besides having one of the leading Heis- 
man candidates, Miami also has a top- 
notch receiving corps headed by sopho- 
more Mike Irvin, who caught touchdown 
passes in eight consecutive games to seta 
school record. Junior Charles Henry may 
step in for consensus All-America tight 
end Willie Smith, who graduated with a 
year of eligibility left. 

Johnson also can call on any of four 
running backs who have gained 100 or 
more yards in a game at least once— 
Alonzo Highsmith, Melvin Bratton, War- 
ren Williams and Darryl Oliver. 

“This certainly is the most competitive 
area on our football team,” Johnson said. 
At left tackle, Paul Bertucelli graduated 
after just three seasons of football, but 
center Gregg Rakoczy bolsters a line that 
returns the other four starters. 

Anchoring the defense is tackle Jerome 
Brown, an Outland Trophy candidate. He 
will be helped up front by end Daniel 
Stubbs and tackle Derwin Jones on what 
should be a powerful line. 

A lack of depth on the defensive line 
and at linebacker, where George Mira Jr. 
covers the middle, could be a problem. 
But the secondary is talented, with sopho- 
more Don Ellis and junior Selwyn Brown 
rating as honors candidates. 

Florida State quarterback Chip Fergu- 
son also could fit into that category, al- 
though one might think otherwise—at 
first—after hearing what Seminoles 
Coach Bobby Bowden had to say about 
the sophomore. 

“We have to find a way to protect our 
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quarterback,” he said, “because if we do, 
he can be as good as any in the state.” 

The state? That may not sound like 
high praise, but it is. Remember, Testa- 
verde is at Miami and Kerwin Bell returns 
at Florida. But Ferguson, who was named 
the Most Valuable Player in the Gator 
Bowl after sparking the Seminoles to a 34- 
23 victory over Oklahoma State, has only 
five games of starting experience, so the 
concerns about the line are important. 
Consensus All-America guard Jamie 
Dukes and tackle John lonata are gone, 
leaving the line as the team’s biggest 
question mark. 

Ferguson will be passing to an excel- 
lent crew of receivers that includes Dar- 
rin Holloman and tight end Pat Carter. In 
addition, the Seminoles’ running game, 
which features sophomore Victor Floyd 
and redshirt freshman Sammie Smith, 
should be solid if the line can open up 
some holes. 

The defensive line also will see the ad- 
dition of some fuzzy-cheeked youngsters 
as four of five starters departed. Tackle 
Gerald Nichols is the only returnee up 
front. 

The rest of the unit should be improved. 
The inside linebacking duo of Paul Mc- 
Gowan and Fred Jones is tremendous, 
and the secondary returns all four start- 
ers, including cornerbacks Deion Sanders 
and Martin Mayhew. 

Florida State also boasts one of the na- 
tion’s best kicking games. Louis Berry 
averaged 43.1 yards on 50 punts last fall, 
while Derek Schmidt kicked 18 field goals 
and has a streak of 86 consecutive extra- 
point conversions. 

Experience is no problem at Penn 
State, where Coach Joe Paterno returns 
16 starters, 37 of his top 44 players and 
both kickers from last year’s surprising 
team. The Nittany Lions were undefeated 
entering the Orange Bowl, and had they 
beaten Oklahoma on New Year’s Day, 
Penn State would have won its second na- 
tional championship. 

With all those people back from such a 
strong club, why is Paterno worried? 

“If we play as well as we did last year, 
we'll lose four games this year,” Paterno 
said. “You don’t realize how fortunate we 
were. We got by with a lot of things.” 

Indeed, the Nittany Lions won seven 
games by a touchdown or less. Whether 
Penn State was good or just good and 
lucky last year will be determined in ’86, 
when virtually the same squad takes on 
the same opponents, with most of the sites 
changed. 

Although depth in the secondary is of 
some concern, do not fret for the Penn 
State defense, which yielded only 11.6 
points per game last season. Seniors Ray 
Isom and Duffy Cobbs are solid in the 
backfield, while seniors Bob White, Tim 
Johnson and Mike Russo provide an ex- 
cellent pass rush up front. And Penn State 
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remains Linebacker U., what with the 
likes of Shane Conlan on the outside and 
Trey Bauer on the inside. 

Offense is where the Nittany Lions need 
work, particularly in the passing game. 
This is not to say Paterno has given up on 
John Shaffer, who completed 45 percent 
of his passes and tossed 10 interceptions 
last season. But Paterno will give the 
more mobile Matt Knizner a long look. 

The quarterback will be throwing 
passes to sophomore Michael Timpson, 
who could emerge as one of the nation’s 
best receivers. Up front, three starters re- 
turn, but that unit needs to improve. 

The fulcrum of the offense is the run- 
ning game, where senior D.J. Dozier 
hopes to return to his 1,002-yard form of 
1983. Seniors Steve Smith and Tim Manoa 
should split time at fullback. 

Another offensive weapon is placekick- 
er Massimo Manca, who was successful 
on 21 of 26 field-goal attempts in ’85. 

First-year Coach Lou Holtz is encourag- 
ing Fighting Irish fans to forget about last 
year, when Notre Dame went 5-6, mark- 
ing only the eighth losing record ever at 
the school. 

“This is a brand new year,” said Holtz, 
who replaced Gerry Faust after spending 
the last two years at Minnesota. “That’s 
why the Lord put eyes in front of our 
heads, so we can see where we're going 
rather than where we’ve been. We're fo- 
cusing on the future. We have more prob- 
lems than we can say grace over right 
now without worrying about the ones we 
had last year.” 

Foremost among those current prob- 
lems are a lack of overall team speed and 
strength. On the depth chart, the Irish 
must replace the bulk of their offensive 
and defensive lines, not to mention tail- 
back Allen Pinkett, who accounted for 
over 60 percent of Notre Dame’s rushing 
offense with an even 1,100 yards last fall. 

On offense, Holtz does have senior 
Steve Beuerlein, an experienced but inter- 
ception-plagued quarterback. Junior 
Terry Andrysiak also could figure into the 
quarterback picture. 

Notre Dame’s strong point offensively 
is its receiving corps, which spotlights 
flanker Tim Brown and split end Reggie 
Ward. The running game will suffer with- 
out Pinkett, although fullback Frank 
Stams is a proven blocker. 

The Irish will need all the blocking help 
they can get following the departure of 
four starters on the offensive line. Holtz 
will rebuild around senior guard Shawn 
Heffern. 

Holtz is hoping that a good recruiting 
year will help solve a numbers problem 
on the defensive line. Top-notch tackle 
Wally Kleine, who was limited by injuries 
to seven games last year, is the only re- 
turning starter there, although starting 
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Notre Dame defensive tackle Wally Kleine. 


Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 


JOHN BOSA 


Defensive Tackle 


STEVE TRAPILO 


Offensive Guard 


PAT CARTER 
Tight End 


DARRIN HOLLOMAN 


Wide Receiver 


FRED JONES 


Linebacker 


PAUL McGOWAN 


Linebacker 


DENNIS BORCKY 


Defensive Lineman 


MELVIN BRATTON 


Running Back 


ALONZO HIGHSMITH 


Running Back 


MIKE IRVIN 


Wide Receiver 


DANIEL STUBBS 


Defensive End 


BILL BYRNE 
Quarterback 


WALLY KLEINE 


Defensive Tackle 


MIKE KOVALESKI 


Linebacker 


DUFFY COBBS 


Defensive Back 


CHARLES GLADMAN 
Running Back 


LEE GETZ 


Offensive Guard 


DON McPHERSON 


Quarterback 
MARC ZENO 
Wide Receiver 
STEVE GAGE 
Quarterback 


DAVID GRANT 
Middle Guard 


Boston College 
Boston College 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
....Florida State 
Memphis State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Miami (Fla.) 
Miami ( Fla.) 


Miami (Fla.) 


Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
Penn State 
Penn State 
Penn State 
Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 
Rutgers 

South Carolina 
Syracuse 


Tulane 
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ARMY 


Coach: Jim Young (19- 15-1, 3 years; 88-47-2 
overall, 12 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3. 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Doug Black, FB; Matt Buckner, 
CB; Kurt Gutierrez, DE; Rob Healy, QB; Bob 
Kleinhample, DT; William Lampley, HB; Darold 
Londo, $; Tom Malloy, DE; Doug Pavek, S; 
Clint Pollitt, OG; Ron Rice, C; Scott Spellmon, 
WR; John Thomson, CB; Lloyd Walker, DT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Rob Dicker- 
son, TE, 6-4/233, Sr.; Clarence Jones, HB, 6- 
4/200, Sr.; Joe Manausa, T/C, 6-2/230, Sr.; 
Ed Shultz, T, 6-4/248, Jr. Defense (3): Larry 
Biggins, LB, 6-1/228, Sr.; Jim Brock, NG, 6- 
0/225, Sr.; Dave Scheyer, LB, 6-2/233, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Peel Chronister, S, Sr.; Chance 
Conner, S, Jr.; Tory Crawford, QB, Jr.; Jack 
Frey, OG, Soph.; Reggie Fullwood, CB, Sr.; 
Greg Gadson, DE, Soph.; Mike Lover, DT, Jr.; 
Tim McGuire, DT, Sr.; Andy Peterson, FB, Jr.; 
Bill Sanders, CB, Sr.; Benny White, WR, Sr.; 
Benny Wright, HB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Jon Brunner, DT; Dan Coon- 
ey, NG; Bob Mark, OT; Bill Miller, FB; Charles 
Schretzman, DE. 


BOSTON COLLEGE 
Coach: Jack Bicknell (36-22-1, 5 years; 54- 
57-2 overall, 10 years) 

1985 Record: 4-8. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Ken Bell, TB; Joe Giaquinto, SE; 
Scott Gieselman, TE; Chuck Gorecki, DE; Neil 
Iton, CB; Shawn Regent, OT; Mike Ruth, NG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Jim Bell, TB, 
6-0/198, Jr.; Darren Flutie, SE, 5-10/171, Jr.; 
Shawn Halloran, QB, 6-4/210, Sr.; Kelvin Mar- 
tin, FL, 5-9/161, Sr.; Jim Ostrowski, G, 6- 
2/271, Sr.; Steve Trapilo, G/T, 6-4/272, Sr.; 
Darren Twombly, C/G, 6-3/265, Sr.; David 
Widell, T, 6-6/285, Sr. Defense (7): John 
Bosa, T, 6-4/257, Sr.; Ted Gaffney, LB, 6- 
2/217, Sr.; Karl Kreshpane, S, 5- 10/186, Sr.; 
Gerrick McPhearson, CB, 5-8/166, Jr.; Carl 
Pellegrata, S, 6-2/193, Sr.; Bill Romanowski, 
LB, 6-3/224, Jr.; Bill Thompson, E, 6-4/223, 
Jr. 

Key Returnees: Peter Casparriello, TE, Sr; 
Mike Degnan, DT, Sr.; Shawn Dombrowski, SE, 
Sr.; Tracy Giles, TB, Soph.; Mark Kamphaus, 
QB, Soph.; Eric Lindstrom, DE, Jr.; Tom Porell, 
DT, Sr.; Mike Power, QB, Soph.; Troy Strad- 
ford, TB, Sr. (medical RS); Tyrone Taylor, TB, 
Sr.; Tom Waddle, SE, Soph.; Steve Williams, 
TB, Jr.( medical RS); Joe Wolfe, OG, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Matt Kelley, LB; Mike Sand- 
ers, RB; Chandler White, SE. 


CINCINNATI 


Coach: Dave Currey (7-15, 2 years, 47-51 
overall, 9 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Nick Frankos, DT; Nick Gotovac, 
C; Steve Howard, DT; Brad Nothacker, LB; 
Glenn Rogers, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Rick 
Childress, G, 6-3/265, Sr.; Steve Gruensch- 
laeger, T, 6-4/275, Jr.; Joe Hice, SE, 6- 1/185, 
Soph.; Daryl Huber, TE, 6-4/218, Soph.; Danny 
McCoin, QB, 6-3/200, Jr.; Dick Reiter, T, 6- 
5/270, Sr.; Jason Stargel, FL, 6-3/180, Sr.; 
Reggie Taylor, R8, 5-7/170, Sr.; Robert Wil- 
liams, FB, 6-2/210, Jr. Defense (8): J.H. Cald- 
well, E, 6-3/225, Soph.; Vincent Carreker, CB, 
6-0/190, Jr.; Toney Catchings, LB, 6-3/225, 
Sr.; Alex Gordon, LB, 6-5/235, Sr.; Andre 
Jackson, E, 6-3/230, Jr.; Rob Niehoff, S, 6- 
3/195, Sr.; Richard Rhodes, S, 6-3/200, Jr.; 
Jon Sawyer, CB, 5-9/ 180, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Robert Barone, K, Sr.; Shaun 
Burdick, P, Sr.; Greg Latham, TE, Sr.; Pat La- 
velle, OT, Soph.; Al McKinney, RB, Soph.; Roo- 
sevelt Mukes, WR, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Michael Davis, LB (JC); Jeff 
Graham, OL (JC); John Prentice, DT; Andrew 
Stewart, DE (JC); Ken Vaughn, LB; James 
Williams, DE (RS). 


EAST CAROLINA 


Coach: Art Baker (2-9, 1 year; 59-57-5 over- 
all, 11 years) 

1985 Record: 2-9. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Tony Baker, TB; Aaron Carter, DT; 
Tim Dumas, OT; Jeff Heath, K; Theo Livingston, 
OT; Willie Mack, DE; Kevin Walker, CB; Robert 
Washington, LB; Vernard Wynn, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Amos 
Adams, FL, 6-1/196, Sr.; Ken Bourgeois, C, 6- 
0/250, Sr.; Berke Holtzclaw, QB, 5- 10/165, 
Soph.; Ron Jones, QB, 5-11/185, Jr.; Anthony 
Simpson, FB, 5- 10/226, Jr.; Tony Smith, SE, 
5-10/171, Jr.; Curtis Struyk, T, 6-3/256, Sr.; 
Greg Thomas, G, 6-1/251, Sr. Defense (6): 
Ellis Dillahunt, S, 5-11/192, Jr.; Gary London, 
S, 6-2/197, Sr.; David Plum, T, 6-3/243, Sr.; 
Medrick Rainbow, T, 6-0/236, Jr.; Vinson 
Smith, S, 6-0/219, Jr.; Bubba Waters, LB, 6- 
1/208, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Barriet Easterling, S, Soph.; 
Tim James, FB, Soph.; Reggie McKinney, RB, 
Soph.; Ken Taylor, S, Soph.; Tim Wolter, P, 
Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Jackie Armstrong, WR (JC); 
Mike Donohue, DL (JC); Harry Howard, WR 
(RS); Travis Hunter, QB (RS); Willie Lewis, 
RB (RS); Robert Martin, DB (JC); John 
O'Driscoll, DL (JC). 


FLORIDA STATE 


Coach: Bobby Bowden (83-32-2, 10 years; 
156-64 -2 overall, 20 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jamie Dukes, OG; John lonata, 
OT; Garth Jax, LB; Cletis Jones, FB; Hassan 
Jones, WR; Isaac Williams, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Pat Carter, 
TE, 6-4/255, Jr.; Chip Ferguson, QB, 6- 1/207, 
Soph.; Victor Floyd, TB, 5-11/190, Soph.; Jim 
Hendley, C, 6-3/257, Sr.; Darrin Holloman, 
WR, 5-7/170, Jr.; Mark Salva, T, 6-2/250, Jr.; 
Pat Tomberlin, G, 6-3/313, Soph. Defense 
(7): Fred Jones, LB, 6-3/242, Sr.; Martin May- 
hew, CB, 5-8/172, Jr.; Paul McGowan, LB, 6- 
1/218, Jr.; Greg Newell, S, 5-10/194, Jr.; 
Gerald Nichols, T, 6-2/265, Sr.; Deion Sand- 
ers, CB, 5-11/175, Soph.; Stan Shiver, S, 6- 
2/190, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Louis Berry, P, Sr.; John Ea- 
ford, LB, Soph.; Thomas Harp, NG, Jr. (medi- 
cal RS); Felton Hayes, LB, Soph.; Terry Robin- 
son, DB, Soph.; Keith Ross, RB, Soph.; Tracey 
Sanders, S, Soph.; Derek Schmidt, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Leroy Butler, DB; Keith Car- 
ter, DT (RS); Reno Fells, RB (RS); Eric Hayes, 
DT (RS); Jimmy Holton, OG (transfer, Geor- 
gia); Sammie Smith, RB (medical RS), 


LOUISVILLE 


Coach: Howard Schnellenberger (2-9, 1 year; 
43-25 overall, 6 years) 

1985 Record: 2-9. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Ernest Givins, SE; Junior Jones, 
FL; Avery Marshall, DT; Greg Pianks, C. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): John Adams, 
FB, 6-1/218, Sr.; Bruce Armstrong, T, 6- 
4/260, Sr.; Larry Galcik, G, 6-2/251, Jr.; Ed 
Rubbert, QB, 6-5/210, Sr.; Larry Stricklin, HB, 
5-8/177, Soph.; Danny Thomas, TE, 6-5/235, 
Sr.; Mike Veto, G, 6-3/259, Sr. Defense (10): 
Matt Battaglia, LB, 6-2/215, Sr.; Don Cosby, S, 
6-2/210, Sr.; Antonio Davis, S, 6-0/190, 
Soph.; Phillip Green, T, 6-4/240, Soph.; Joe 
Jackson, LB, 6- 1/225, Soph.; Bobby Jefferson, 
NG, 6-2/253, Sr.; Mike Minogue, E, 6- 1/220, 
Sr.; Anthony Moss, E, 6-2/211, Jr.; Gary War- 
ner, CB, 5-9/165, Soph.; Tony Wiggins, CB, 5- 
10/175, Soph. 

Key Returnees: James Bell, S, Soph.; Deon 
Booker, HB, Soph.; Danny Cerione, K, Sr.; Cal- 
vert Cole, DB, Jr.; Anthony Daniels, NG, Soph.; 
Calvin Dixon, FL, Soph.; Joey Hamilton, SE, 
Soph.; Andrew Higgs, DT, Soph.; Paul Schaller, 
DE, Sr.; George Williams, TE, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Fabian Diaz, OL (JC); Kevin 
Harvey, DL (JC); Eric Lewis, DL (JC); Clayton 
Patton, DB (JC). 
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MEMPHIS STATE 


Coach: Charlie Bailey (first year at Memphis 
State) 

1985 Record: 2-7-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: David East, C; Eric Fairs, LB; Tim 
Harris, LB; Trell Hooper, S; Greg Hughes, CB; 
Gary Hunt, CB; Enis Jackson, WR; Mike Mac- 
Kay, NG; Danny Sparkman, QB; Ricky Spark- 
man, TE; Jim Thomas, OT; Jeff Walker, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Tim Borcky, 
G, 6-9/300, Jr.; Scott Dill, G, 6-4/272, Jr.; 
Jerry Harris, FL, 5-8/170, Sr.; Bill Moody, FB, 
6-2/250, Soph.; Jeff Womack, TB, 5-9/ 185, 
Sr. Defense (5): Harold Beane, E, 6-3/260, 
Sr.; Dennis Borcky, E, 6-4/288, Sr.; David 
Brandon, LB, 6-4/220, Sr.; Ron Palmer, S, 6- 
1/190, Jr.; Octavian Sharp, LB, 6- 1/221, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Arthur Franklin, P, Soph.; 
Thomas Ingles, K, Sr.; Pat Kenney, TE, Sr.; Jeff 
McFerran, LB, Sr.; Mike Nettles, DB, Soph.; 
Darrell Nicholson, OT, Soph.; Keith Shirley, 
OG, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Brad Christianson, OG (JC); 
Van Drayton, WR; Reggie Dubose, DB (RS); 
Tim Jones, QB; Wilson Neely, LB; Wayne Pryor, 
FB (RS); Rusty Trail, QB; Gerald White, RB 
(RS); James White, RB (RS). 


MIAMI (FLORIDA) 


Coach: Jimmy Johnson (18-7, 2 years; 48-32- 
2 overall, 7 years) 

1985 Record: 10-1. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Paul Bertucelli, OT; Kevin Fagan, 
DE; Bruce Fleming, LB; John McVeigh, DE; 
Willie Smith, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Dave Alekna, 
G, 6-2/260, Sr.; Brian Blades, SE, 6-0/185, 
Jr.; Ed Davis, T, 6-5/265, Sr.; Alonzo High- 
smith, RB, 6-1/228, Sr.; Mike Irvin, WR, 6- 
2/190, Soph.; Paul O'Connor, G, 6-4/278, Sr.; 
Gregg Rakoczy, C, 6-5/265, Sr.; Vinny Testa- 
verde, QB, 6-5/218, Sr; Warren Williams, HB, 
6-0/205, Jr. Defense (10): Tolbert Bain, CB, 
6-2/191, Jr.; Benny Blades, S, 6-0/205, Jr.; 
Jerome Brown, T, 6-2/275, Sr.; Selwyn Brown, 
S, 5-11/191, Jr.; Rod Carter, LB, 6-2/210, 
Soph.; Don Ellis, CB, 5-11/170, Soph.; Derwin 
Jones, T, 6-4/268, Jr.; George Mira Jr., LB, 
6-0/225, Jr.; Winston Moss, LB, 6-3/230, Sr.; 
Daniel Stubbs, E, 6-4/238, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Melvin Bratton, RB, Jr.; Greg 
Cox, K, Jr.; Darrell Fullinston, CB, Jr.; Charles 
Henry, TE, Jr.; Bubba McDowell, CB, Soph.; 
John O'Neill, OT, Soph.; Darryl Oliver, HB, Sr.; 
J.C. Penny, HB, Jr.; Brett Perriman, SE, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Cleveland Gary, RB (trans- 
fer, Georgia). 


NAVY 

Coach: Gary Tranquill (17-26-1, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Frank Bijak, OT; Steve Brady, CB; 
John Carroll, DB; Chris Castelli, OG; Jim 
Dwyer, LB; Eric Fudge, DE; Pat Hoffman, OT; 
John Lobb, FL; Dirk MacFarlane, MG; Napo- 
leon McCallum, TB; Tom Metzger, DB; Mark 
Miller, OG; Greg Schildmeyer, DE; Todd Solo- 
mon, K. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): John Berner, 
FB, 6-0/219, Sr.; Bill Byrne, QB, 6-3/201, Sr.; 
Troy Saunders, SE, 6-0/195, Jr.; Vic Tuttle, C, 
6-0/240, Sr. Defense (5): Marc Firlie, S, 6- 
1/205, Sr.; Donald Hughes, SE, Jr.; Vince 
McBeth, LB, 6-1/225, Sr.; Mike Musser, T, 6- 
3/230, Jr.; Greg Stefanon, DB, Sr.; Kent Van- 
Horn, T, 6-3/250, Sr.; Chad VanHulzen, E, 6- 
5/230, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Enoch Blazis, MG, Sr.; Joe 
Brennan, OT, Jr.; J.D. Cook, LB, Sr.; Tom 
Doman, LB, Sr.; Greg Gephart, OT, Sr.; Mike 
Herron, DB, Sr.; Bob Misch, QB, Sr.; Mike Ray, 
WR, Sr.; John Sniffen, TE, Sr.; Chuck Smith, 
FB, Jr.; Mike Smith, TB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Troy Holland, DT; Ron Jones, 
DE; Mark Kiefer, DB; Brian McGoldrick, OG; 
Albert Peltier, DB. 


linebacker Robert Banks has moved to 
tackle. 

The Irish have more experience at line- 
backer and in the secondary. Team-lead- 
ing tackler Tony Furjanic will be missed, 
but senior Mike Kovaleski and junior Ce- 
dric Figaro give the Irish a good lineback- 
ing nucleus. Cornerback Troy Wilson and 
safety Steve Lawrence highlight the back- 
field. 

The Irish also have a good placekicker 
in John Carney, who needs only 10 field 
goals to break the school’s all-time rec- 
ord. 

Holtz said he is optimistic about this 
season, but he is well aware that the Irish 
face a hideous schedule that includes 
Michigan, Alabama, Penn State and 
Southern California. 

“We sure have the schedule to prove 
whether we are (better) or not,” he said. 
“We could go 0-11 and be the 12th-best 
team in the country.” 

Pittsburgh hasn’t been one of the best 
teams in the country lately—the Panthers 
suffered back-to-back non-winning sea- 
sons in ‘84 and ’85—and that led to the 
firing of Foge Fazio. He was replaced by 
Mike Gottfried, who previously pumped 
air into the football programs at Murray 
State, Cincinnati and Kansas. 

Gottfried came to Pitt from Kansas 
with a large eraser in hand. He rubbed out 
the Panthers’ old style of football, replac- 
ing their running game with a pro-style 
passing offense and their 5-2 defense with 
a 4-3. He also penciled in a new coaching 
staff and outlined a get-tough disciplinary 
policy. To underscore his sincerity, he 
held promising sophomore running back 
Brian Davis out of spring drills for break- 
ing team rules. 

To get this new offense rolling, Gott- 
fried talked three-year starter John Con- 
gemi into returning for a fifth season. 
Congemi, who may have to fight off the 
challenges of three players after turning 
in his second consecutive subpar season, 
was granted another year of eligibility be- 
cause of an injury as a freshman. 

If he keeps his job, Congemi will throw 
to senior Chuck Scales, who had 34 
catches for 446 yards last fall, and senior 
Matt Stennett. 

Pitt has a strong running game—if 
Gottfried decides to use it. Bruising 
Charles Gladman picked up 1,085 yards as 
a sophomore last fall, while Tom Brown, 
Craig Heyward and Davis all can run and 
catch. 

The lines on both sides of the ball 
should be strong. Senior Randy Dixon 
could be one of the best offensive tackles 
in the country, while senior defensive end 
Tony Woods also will be given All-Ameri- 
ca consideration. The move to a 4-3 should 
help Woods, who had 15 sacks last season 
as a drop-off end in the 5-2. 

“The front four will always be pass 
rushing,” said Woods, who added that de- 


Chip Ferguson will keep Flori- 
| da State’s offense up in the air. 


fense “is going to take us to a January 1 
bowl game.” 

Walter (The Rock) Johnson returns at 
defensive tackle, and Steve Apke (162 
tackles in '85) is back at linebacker. But 
the secondary, despite the presence of 
junior Teryl Austin (seven interceptions), 
is thin. 

Perhaps the highest compliment Syra- 
cuse quarterback Don McPherson re- 
ceived last season came from Boston Col- 
lege Coach Jack Bicknell. 

After watching McPherson pass for 291 
yards and rush for 47 more in Syracuse’s 
41-21 romp over the Eagles last No- 
vember, Bicknell said: “I’d rather prepare 
for Penn State’s offense than Syracuse’s 
because you can’t prepare for Don 
McPherson. He’s a great athlete and a 
great improviser.” 

No one’s ready to put McPherson in the 
class of Bicknell’s former star pupil, Doug 
Flutie, but the junior did lead the Orange- 
men to their third consecutive winning 
season last year, a feat they hadn’t ac- 
complished since the days of Floyd Little 
and Larry Csonka. Along the way, 
McPherson set school records for most 
passing yards (1,469) and touchdown 
passes (12) in a season. 

“Donnie McPherson will be the story of 
the East for the next two seasons,” pre- 
dicted Syracuse Coach Dick MacPherson, 
who is no relation to his quarterback. 

McPherson again will team up with 
wide receiver Scott Schwedes, who caught 
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34 passes for 692 yards last season and 
was a second-team All-America as a punt 
returner. But the offensive line could be a 
problem. 

So could the defensive line, what with 
the loss of consensus All-America tackle 
Tim Green. Noseguard Ted Gregory, who 
was impressive as a sophomore last fall, 
will anchor a young line. 

The defensive stalwarts will be line- 
backer Tim Pidgeon, who led the team 
with 164 tackles last fall, and defensive 
back Markus Paul (seven interceptions). 

Boston College’s 4-8 record in ’85 added 
fuel to critics’ arguments that the Eagles 
couldn’t fly without Flutie. 

“It was tough,” Bicknell said. “But our 
problem wasn’t a lack of talent. We’ve got 
enough kids. Things just didn’t fall into 
place.” 

In fairness, the 85 record might have 
been much better had Golden Eagle tail- 
backs not fallen like so many autumn 
leaves. Injuries forced Bicknell to use no 
less than seven tailbacks. 

On the plus side, that means five experi- 
enced backs return. Leading the pack is 
Troy Stradford, who missed almost all of 
last season with a hamstring injury and 
was redshirted. Tracy Giles, Tyrone Tay- 
lor and the other returnees should give 
the Eagles a solid running game, a miss- 
ing dimension last year. 

At quarterback, senior Shawn Halloran 
hopes to repeat his impressive passing 
stats of last year: a 55.3 percent comple- 
tion rate, 2,935 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
Everything except those 23 interceptions, 
that is. 

He'll be throwing once again to his fa- 
vorite targets of 85, All-America Kelvin 
Martin and Darren Flutie. Martin caught 
49 passes for 958 yards and nine touch- 
downs last fall, while Doug’s brother 
added 38 catches. 

The offensive line returns 80 percent in- 
tact, including standout guard Steve Tra- 
pilo. 

On defense, consensus All-America 
noseguard Mike Ruth is gone, but the 
Eagles still should be tough up front with 
tackle John Bosa and end Bill Thompson. 
Junior Bill Romanowski (150 tackles) and 
senior Ted Gaffney provide excellent line- 
backing support, which will be crucial as 


the Eagles try to solve their problems in | 


the backfield. 

Army, which has won the only two bowl 
games in which it has ever played—the 
Cherry Bowl in '84 and the Peach Bowl in 
'85—is in a rebuilding mode. Coach Jim 
Young must replace 15 starters. 

Despite the loss of rough-and-tumble 


fullback Doug Black, who gained 950 | 


yards a year ago, Young figures it will be 
business as usual in the Cadets’ wishbone 
running attack, which finished second in 
the nation last fall. 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Jerry Pettibone (4-7, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 4-7. 

Offense: Option. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: William Ballard, S; Tim Griffin, LB; 
Scott Kellar, DT; Pat McAvoy, LB; Steve 
O'Malley, DT; Curt Pardridge, SE; Rob Wicins- 
ki, LB; Andy Wooldridge, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Antonio 
Davis, HB, 6-0/181, Soph.; Virgil Gerin, FL, 5- 
10/165, Jr. (switched to QB); Dave Gust, T, 
6-3/257, Jr.; Ted Karamanos, T, 6-3/251, Jr.; 
Mike Lembke, C, 6-4/236, Sr.; Todd Peat, G, 
6-3/285, Sr.; John Sugrue, G, 6-2/246, Jr.; 
Marshall Taylor, QB, 5-9/175, Soph.; Rodney 
Taylor, HB, 5-9/175, Soph. Defense (5): Doug 
Bartlett, NG, 6-2/237, Sr.; Mike Hollingshed, 
S, 5-11/192, Jr.; Steve Kmiec, S, 6-0/ 186, Sr.; 
Vernon Sims, E, 6-3/225, Sr.; Randall Town- 
sel, CB, 5- 11/175, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Kendrick Cross, SE, Soph.; 
Bob Forester, K, Jr.; Dan Graham, C, Jr.; Greg 
Heidel, OG, Soph.; Mike Kent, P, Sr.; Darryl 
Taylor, FL, Sr.; Rodney Taylor, HB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Darren Bowman, DT (trans- 
fer, Drake); Ron Delisi, LB (RS); Tim Peshek, 
HB (transfer, Air Force); Dan Smaha, DT 
(RS); Rufus Taylor, S (RS). 


NOTRE DAME 


Coach: Lou Holtz (first year at Notre Dame, 
116-65-5 overall, 16 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Pat Ballage, S; Eric Dorsey, DT; 
Tony Furjanic, LB; Mike Larkin, LB; Allen Pin- 
kett, TB; Tim Scannell, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Steve Beuer- 
lein, QB, 6-3/201, Sr.; Tim Brown, FL, 6- 
0/192, Jr.; Shawn Heffern, G, 6-5/266, Sr.; 
Tom Rehder, TE, 6-7/243, Sr.; Frank Stams, 
FB, 6-4/229, Jr.; Reggie Ward, SE, 5- 11/179, 
Jr. Defense (6): Robert Banks, DL/LB, 6- 
5/234, Sr.; Cedric Figaro, LB, 6-3/232, Jr.; 
Wally Kleine, T, 6-9/274, Sr.; Mike Kovaleski, 
LB, 6-2/218, Sr.; Steve Lawrence, S, 6-0/194, 
Sr.; Troy Wilson, CB, 5-11/179, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Terry Andrysiak, QB, Jr.; Ned 
Bolcar, LB, Soph.; John Carney, K, Sr.; D'Juan 
Francisco, TB, Soph.; Hiawatha Francisco, TB, 
Sr.; Tom Freeman, OG, Sr.; Mark Green, RB, 
Soph.; Mike Haywood, CB, Sr.; Andy Heck, TE, 
Soph.; Jeff Kunz, DT, Jr.; Chuck Lanza, C, Sr.; 
Tom McHugh, OG, Sr.; Alvin Miller, TE, Sr.; 
Mark Nigro, DL/LB, Soph.; Aaron Robb, CB, 
Soph.; Corny Southall, TB, Soph.; George 
Streeter, S, Soph.; Brandy Wells, S, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Braxston Banks, FB; John 
Foley, LB. 


PENN STATE 


Coach: Joe Paterno (187-43-1, 20 years) 
1985 Record: 11-0. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Rogers Alexander, LB; Dean Di- 
Midio, TE; Lance Hamilton, CB; Todd Moules, 
OG; Michael Zordich, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Chris Conlin, 
T, 6-3/275, Sr.; D.J. Dozier, TB, 6- 1/210, Sr.; 
Mitch Frerotte, G, 6-3/250, Sr.; Eric Hamilton, 
FL, 6-1/193, Sr.; Ray Roundtree, SE, 6-0/175, 
Jr.; John Shaffer, QB, 6-3/209, Sr.; Mark 
Sickler, T, 6-4/258, Sr.; Steve Smith, FB, 6- 
1/239, Sr. Defense (8): Trey Bauer, LB, 6- 
1/208, Sr.; Duffy Cobbs, DB, 5-11/175, Sr.; 
Shane Conlan, LB, 6-3/222, Sr.; Don Graham, 
E, 6-2/238, Sr.; Ray Isom, S, 5-9/182, Sr.; Tim 
Johnson, T, 6-2/251, Sr.; Mike Russo, T, 6- 
1/262, Sr.; Bob White, E, 6-2/236, Sr. 

Key Returnees: John Bruno, P, Sr.; Stan Clay- 
ton, OT, Sr.; Pete Curkendall, DE, Jr.; Dwayne 
Downing, CB, Jr.; Pete Giftopoulos, LB, Jr.; 
Marques Henderson, S, Jr.; Eddie Johnson, 
CB, Soph.; Matt Johnson, DT, Sr.; Massimo 
Manca, K, Sr.; Tim Manoa, FB, Sr.; Quintus 
McDonald, TE, Soph.; Blair Thomas, TB, Soph.; 
Michael Timpson, SE, Soph.; Gregg Truitt, C, 
Jr.; Mike Uhlar, DE, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Sean Redman, RB (RS); 
Odell Wilson, (RS). 


PITTSBURGH 


Coach: Mike Gottfried (first year at Pittsburgh; 
49-39-2 overall, 8 years) 

1985 Record: 5-5-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Dennis Atiyeh, MG; Tony Brown, 
OT; Bob Buczkowski, DT; Bill Callahan, S; Mike 
Dorundo, OG; John Lewis, CB; Barry Pettyjohn, 
C; Bill Sapio, DE; Clint Wilson, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Tom Brown, 
FB, 6- 1/225, Sr.; John Congemi, QB, 6-0/ 185, 
Sr.; Randy Dixon, T, 6-4/286, Sr.; Charles 
Gladman, RB, 5- 11/205, Jr.; Chuck Scales, FL, 
5-11/195, Sr.; Bob Sign, G/C, 6-3/265, Jr.; 
Michael Stewart, SE, 6-4/ 195, Jr. Defense (6): 
Steve Apke, LB, 6-2/215, Sr.; Teryl Austin, CB, 
6-2/190, Jr.; Walter Johnson, T, 6-2/250, Sr.; 
Matt Lavigna, LB, 6-2/230, Jr.; Troy Washing- 
ton, S, 6-2/190, Soph.; Tony Woods, E, 6- 
4/240, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Jon Carter, DE/DT, Jr.; Joe 
Felitsky, QB, Jr.; Lorenzo Freeman, DT, Sr.; 
Burt Grossman, DE, Soph.; Craig Heyward, TB, 
Soph. (suspended in '85); Matt Stennett, FL, 
Sr.; Mark Stepnoski, OG, Soph.; Keith Tinsley, 
CB, Sr.; Jerry Wall, LB, Jr.; Chuck Williams, OT, 
ur.; Reggie Williams, SE, Soph.; Darrell Woods, 
DE, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Sal Genilla, QB (JC); Hosea 
Heard, WR; Larry Wanke, QB. 


RUTGERS 


Coach: Dick Anderson (9-11-1, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 2-8-1. 

Offense; Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Mike Brenner, OT; Scott Drake, 
TE; Rusty Hochberg, QB; Jim Keating, OT; Roy 
Oake, LB; George Pickel, NG; Jim Pickel, LB; 
Tony Sagnella, DT; Albert Smith, RB; Clement 
Udovich, OG; Reynold Walbrook, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Lee Getz, G, 
6-3/245, Sr.; Roy Hoover, FL, 5-10/160, Jr.; 
Greg Raffaelli, SE, 6-4/215, Jr. Defense (7): 
Jean Austin, CB, 5-10/185, Sr.; Matt Bach- 
man, LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; Alec Hoke, E, 6-2/235, 
Sr.; Luis Moro, S, 5-11/195, Sr.; Tyronne 
Stowe, LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; Harry Swayne, T, 6- 
4/250, Sr.; Steve Twamley, CB, 5- 11/180, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Derek Baker, S, Soph.; George 
Bankos, NG, Soph.; Bruce Campbell, TE, Jr.; 
Paul Castiglia, K, Soph.; Brian Cobb, FL, Jr.; 
Tom Duffy, DE, Sr. (RS); Joe Gagliardi, QB, 
Sr.; Marshall Haegley, OT, Sr.; Paul Halada, 
DE, Sr.; Henry Henderson, TB, Soph.; Dan 
McHarris, DB, Soph.; Matt Prescott, TB, Jr.; 
Curtis Stephens, FB, Sr.; Eric Young, FL, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Gene Brown, RB (JC); Mi- 
chael Conlan, LB; Douglas Strickland, OT, 
(JC); Sean Washington, DB (JC). 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Coach: Joe Morrison (20-14, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6. 

Offense: Veer. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Joe Brooks, S; Leonard Burton, C; 
Thomas Dendy, RB; Tony Guyton, DE; Kent 
Hagood, RB; Mike Hold, QB; Allen Mitchell, 
QB; Tom O'Connor, P. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Ryan Bethea, 
SE, 6-4/200, Soph.; Ray Carpenter, G, 6- 
3/260, Sr.; David Poinsett, G, 6-5/263, Jr.; 
Buddy Quarles, T, 6-4/274, Jr.; Sterling 
Sharpe, FL, 6- 1/193, Jr.; Danny Smith, TE, 6- 
3/202, Jr. Defense (8): Tom Chaikin, NG, 6- 
2/232, Jr.; Fitzgerald Davis, T, 6-4/265, Sr.; 
Carl Hill, LB, 6-2/190, Jr.; Chris Major, CB, 5- 
9/180, Sr.; Willie Mcintee, E, 6-2/231, Sr.; 
Glenn Peacock, LB, 6-0/233, Jr.; Greg Philpot, 
S, 5-10/181, Jr.; Kenneth Robinson, LB, 6- 
2/225, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Hardin Brown, FL, Soph.; 
Raynard Brown, RB, Sr.; Ricky Daniels, DE, Jr.; 
Shed Diggs, LB, Jr.; Charles Gowan, OT, 
Soph.; Scott Hagler, K, Sr.; Willie Hill, LB, Jr.; 
David Hodge, DE, Soph.; Derrick Little, DE, 
Soph.; Dru Mims, OT, Jr.; Robert Robinson, 
CB, Soph.; Ken Sally, S, Soph.; Anthony Smith, 
RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Todd Ellis, QB (RS). 
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SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


Coach: Jim Carmody (25-19, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Fred Baskin, DT; Ken Bentley, OG; 
James Cooper, CB; Greg Dampeer, DE; Robert 
Ducksworth, QB; Bobo Harris, CB; Tracy Oak- 
ley, NG; Kip Smith, DT; Robert Ray Stallings, 
TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Vincent Al- 
exander, RB, 5-10/203, Sr.; Randolph Brown, 
FB, 5-11/208, Sr.; Jim Ferrell, C, 6-4/267, Jr.; 
Tim Hallman, G, 6-4/250, Jr.; Chris McGee, 
SE, 6-0/210, Jr.; Andrew Mott, FL, 5- 10/190, 
Sr.; Silas O'Neal, T, 6-2/253, Jr.; Rick Slater, 
T, 6-6/264, Jr. Defense (5): Steve Brown, E, 
6-3/198, Soph.; Sidney Coleman, LB, 6- 
2/240, Jr.; Onesimus Henry, LB, 6-0/212, Jr.; 
Collins Hess, S, 6-4/ 198, Sr.; Tim Smith, S, 5- 
11/190, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Lyneal Alston, FL, Sr.; Andrew 
Anderson, QB, Sr; Rex Banks, K, Sr.; Shelton 
Gandy, TB, Soph.; Billy Knighten, P, Jr.; Mike 
Long, FL, Soph.; Steve Pierce, TE, Soph.; 
Carlos Powell, TE, Jr.; Eric Redd, DE, Jr.; Jon- 
athan Robertson, CB, Soph.; Ulysses Slaugh- 
ter, DT, Jr.; Ailrick Young, QB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Sammy Bishop, QB; Simmie 
Carter, QB; Eddie Ray Jackson, TB/DB; Alfred 
Williams, WR. 


SOUTHWESTERN LA. 


Coach: Nelson Stokley (first year at South- 
western Louisiana) 

1985 Record: 4-7. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Eight-man front. 
Key Losses: Danny Alexander, C; Stuart 
Chambliss, OG; Clarence Glenn, S; Thomas 
Jackson, RB; Chris Jacobs, LB; Pierre Perkins, 
WR; Victor Shepherd, OT; Kevin Sorice, DT; 
Steve Spinella, LB; Tim Williams, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Jay Hebert, 
T, 6-1/245, Sr.; Dana Herrick, WR, 5-11/190, 
Sr.; Carl Isaac, TE, 6-0/230, Sr.; Leonard 
Isacks, G, 6-2/264, Sr.; Thomas King, QB, 6- 
1/185, Soph.; Dwayne Williams, WB, 5-9/197, 
Sr. Defense (6): Joe DeForest, LB, 6- 1/238, 
Sr.; Chris Gannon, E, 6-4/250, Soph.; Jed He- 
bert, T, 6-1/245, Sr.; Steve Judice, S, 5- 
10/195, Sr.; Elton Slater, CB, 5-10/186, Sr.; 
Patrick Taylor, CB, 6-0/205, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Melvin Barber, TE, Soph.; 
Peter Batton, DE, Sr.; Karl Bernard, RB, Sr. 
(RS); Patrick Broussard, K, Jr.; Clint Camp- 
bell, QB, Jr.; Glen Floyd, RB, Soph. (RS); Joe 
Redding, RB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Danny Henry, DB (JC); De- 
metrius Hill, LB; Brian Mitchell, QB; LaQuincy 
Phillips, DL; Ken Staples, LB (JC); Buddy Still, 
P (JC). 


SYRACUSE 


Coach: Dick MacPherson (25-30-1, 5 years; 
70-57-2 overall, 12 years) 

1985 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Bob Brotski, OT; Tim Green, DT; 
Roland Grimes, FB; Jerome Hall, LB; Jerry 
Kimmel, DT; David Lee, CB; Doug Marrone, OT; 
Rudy Reed, LB; Mike Siano, WR; Jim Tait, TE; 
Hans Wiederkehr, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Robert 
Drummond, RB, 6-2/201, Soph.; Jim Leible, C, 
6-4/245, Sr.; Don McPherson, QB, 6-0/ 182, 
Jr.; Scott Schwedes, WR, 5-11/171, Sr.; Tom 
Watson, OG, 6-1/256, Sr. Defense (6): Pete 
Ewald, DB, 5-11/195, Sr.; Ted Gregory, NG, 
6-1/240, Jr.; Jeff Mangran, DB, 5-10/177, 
Soph.; Markus Paul, DB, 6-2/198, Soph.; Tim 
Pidgeon, LB, 5- 11/238, Sr.; Doug Pina, LB, 6- 
2/235, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Pat Davis, TE, Soph.; Wes 
Dove, DT, Sr.; Cooper Gardiner, DB, Soph.; 
Shawn Garrity, OL, Sr. (medical RS); Harold 
Gayden, RB, Sr. (RS); Chris Ingram, DB, 
Soph.; Tommy Kane, WR, Soph. 

Top Newcomers; Blake Bednarz, OL; Alain 
Greer, DL (JUCO); Mike Owens, RB. 


“We won't do anything different,” 
Young said. “You have to remember that 
when we went to the wishbone in the first 
place, we didn’t even know we had Black. 
We found him in spring practice.” 

Andy Peterson may step in for Black at 
fullback, and the rest of the backfield 
looks strong with quarterback Tory Craw- 
ford and halfback Clarence Jones return- 
ing. Crawford started four games last 
year and finished second on the team in 
rushing with 657 yards, while Jones 
rushed for 604 yards. 

Both lines must be rebuilt—offensively 
around tackle Ed Shultz and defensively 
around noseguard Jim Brock. The Cadets 
also return their two leading tacklers 
from ‘85, linebackers Dave Scheyer and 
Larry Biggins. 

Despite going 7-3-1 last season, West 
Virginia missed out on a bowl bid for the 
first time since 1980. The Mountaineers 
upset bowl-bound Syracuse in their regu- 
lar-season finale but beat only one other 
team with a winning record. 

This fall, West Virginia is a team des- 
perately in search of a quarterback. 
Coach Don Nehlen started last season 
with John Talley, who completed only 48.6 
percent of his passes and threw seven in- 
terceptions, but by spring Nehlen was ex- 
perimenting with Talley at several other 
positions. He may be replaced by Mike 
Timko, who took over the quarterback job 
late last season and completed 52.4 per- 
cent of his passes for 567 yards. 

“There is no doubt we must solve the 
quarterback riddle,” Nehlen said. “We are 
going to be an extremely young team of- 
fensively, and consistent play at quarter- 
back is going to be crucial to our success.” 

Senior John Holifield will be running 
behind a revamped offensive line that will 
be without consensus All-America tackle 
Brian Jozwiak. 

Seven returning defensive starters 
should keep West Virginia winning. All- 
America candidate Matt Smith leads a 
solid linebacking corps, and the Moun- 
taineers have a pair of men-mountains up 
front in tackle Jeff Lucas and middle 
guard David Grant. Defensive back 
Travis Curtis is a crunching tackler. 

Memphis State is hoping that a little 
Galen Hall-type success has rubbed off on 
Charlie Bailey, the Tigers’ third head 
coach in the last four years. 

Bailey last year was a defensive coordi- 
nator at Florida, which has lost only one 
game since Hall took over for Charley 
Pell in 1984. 

“I’m not trying to imitate any of the 
coaches I’ve worked with, but the one 
thing that sticks with me is the way Galen 
made decisions,” Bailey said. “Some guys 
make nasty decisions, but Galen always 
puts time into everything he does. I hope I 
can be that way.” 

But Bailey will be hard-pressed to 
match Hall’s success this fall at Memphis 


State. The Tigers have had only one win- 
ning season in the last eight years and 
were 2-7-2 last fall. 

Memphis State has experience on its 
defensive front and at linebacker, where 
Dennis Borcky, Octavian Sharp and David 
Brandon are the leaders. 

Offensively, there is no experienced 
quarterback and little depth in the receiv- 
ing corps outside of Jerry Harris, who 
caught 30 passes for 519 yards last fall. 
Senior Jeff Womack leads a plentiful crew 
of running backs, and Pat Kenney is de- 
pendable at tight end. 

If Gamecock fans believe in patterns, 
then it’s time for another 10-2 season at 
South Carolina. After a 5-6 inaugural sea- 
son in 1983, Coach Joe Morrison guided 
the Gamecocks to a 10-2 record (including 
a Gator Bowl loss to Oklahoma State) in 
1984. But in ’85 it was back to 5-6. 

What lies ahead? Well, it’s hard to 
imagine 10 victories coming from a sched- 
ule that includes Georgia, Miami (Fla.), 
Nebraska and Florida State. 

But there are nine returning starters in 
the Gamecocks’ “Fire Ant” defense, led 
by safety Greg Philpot and cornerback 
Chris Major. With linebackers Kenneth 
Robinson and Car! Hill back and end Der- 
rick Little ready to step in for Tony Guy- 
ton, the Gamecock defense should be for- 
midable. 

The offense features three returning 
starters on the line, plus all three starters 
back at the receiver positions. Flanker 
Sterling Sharpe caught 32 passes for 471 
yards last fall, while tight end Danny 
Smith had 22 receptions. 

The backfield is another matter, where 
a pair of redshirt freshmen, Todd Ellis 
and Pat Turner, are battling for the start- 
ing quarterback job. Running backs Anth- 
ony Smith and Raynard Brown were 
backups to the departed Kent Hagood and 
Thomas Dendy last year but will be count- 
ed on to shoulder much of the rushing 
burden. 

Senior placekicker Scott Hagler is yet 
to miss an extra point at South Carolina 
and has a 54-yard field goal to his credit. 

Virginia Tech enjoyed its sixth consec- 
utive winning season with a 6-5 record last 
fall, but it wasn’t easy. Coach Bill Dooley’s 
Hokies overcame a 1-4 start by winning 
five of their last six games. 

In many areas, the Hokies look to be 
very good in ’86. On defense, end Morgan 
Roane, safety Carter Wiley and line- 
backer Paul Nelson head a cast of seven 
returning starters. Roane had 11 quarter- 
back sacks, Wiley had five interceptions 
and Nelson led the team in tackles. 

On offense, Virginia Tech returns its 
top two players at both tailback and full- 
back. Senior tailbacks Maurice Williams 
and Eddie Hunter combined for 1,634 
yards rushing and 14 touchdowns last fall. 
The Hokies’ leading receiver from a year 
ago, Donald Wayne Snell, also returns. 


But the big questions around Blacks- 
burg, Va., are who will block for those 
backs and who will throw to Snell. The 
Hokies’ entire offensive line of ’85 gradu- 
ated, as did quarterbacks Todd Green- 
wood and Mark Cox. There isn’t a quarter- 
back on campus who has done more than 
mop up at the end of a game. Erik Chap- 
man, Jeff Roberts and Jeff Ballance are 
the quarterback candidates. 

Home cooking wasn’t all that tasty for 
Howard Schnellenberger, who returned to 
his hometown of Louisville last year to 
try to revive the Cardinals. The result was 
a 2-9 record as the inexperienced Cardi- 
nals took lump after lump. 

Schnellenberger’s team is a year older 
and wiser, but still green. Nonetheless, the 
Cardinals return seven starters on offense 
and 10 on defense. 

Foremost among the returnees are 
linebacker Matt Battaglia, who led the 
team in tackles last year with 153, and 
tight end Danny Thomas, the leading Car- 
dinal receiver with 39 catches for 523 
yards. Quarterback Ed Rubbert should be 
improved after an unimpressive junior 
season (five TD passes and 12 intercep- 
tions). 

Schnellenberger is hoping that four jun- 
ior college recruits will provide instant 
help. 

This could be the year Cincinnati goes 
over the top. In the Bearcats’ first two 
years under Coach Dave Currey, they 
have improved from 2-9 in 1984 to 5-6 last 
year. And 17 starters are back. 

All the offensive weapons return. Head- 
ing the list is senior running back Reggie 
Taylor, who is gunning for his third 
straight 1,000-yard rushing season. Quar- 
terback Danny McCoin completed 57.2 
percent of his passes for 1,576 yards and 
12 TDs last year. Team-leading receiver 
Joe Hice returns, as does big-play threat 
Jason Stargel at flanker. 

On defense, the Bearcats return their 
top two tacklers of a year ago, safety 
Richard Rhodes and linebacker Alex Gor- 
don, and every starter in the secondary. 

On both sides of the ball, the Bearcats 
could be soft up the middle. They must 
replace starters at both tackles and mid- 
dle linebacker on defense and at left 
guard and center on offense. A schedule 
that includes Auburn, Miami (Fla.), Penn 
State and Virginia Tech won’t be a picnic. 

Southern Mississippi fans should see 
the Golden Eagles put a lot of points on 
the board this year. 

Running back Vincent Alexander, who 
led the team in rushing with 837 yards last 
fall, and flankers Andrew Mott and Lyn- 
eal Alston are considered pro prospects. 
All told, five of the top six rushers from 
last year’s 7-4 squad are back, not to men- 
tion three of the top four receivers. 

But Coach Jim Carmody must replace 


Continued 
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MAJOR INDEPENDENTS 


TEMPLE 


Coach: Bruce Arians ( 14-19, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Todd Bowles, DB; Trent Conelias, 
OG; Eric Coss, OT; Doug Davis, DT; Brian Gas- 
sert, C; James Moore, DT; John Rienstra, OG; 
Lloyd Yancey, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Keith Gloster, 
WR, 5- 11/148, Jr.; Mike Hinnant, TE, 6-4/229, 
Jr.; Pete Johnson, TE, 6-4/225, Jr.; Willie 
Marshall, WR, 6-1/178, Sr.; Paul Palmer, TB, 
5-9/171, Sr.; Shelley Poole, FB, 5-9/219, Sr.; 
Lee Saltz, QB, 6-0/ 187, Sr. Defense (9): Larry 
Brewton, DB, 5- 10/178, Sr.; Steve Domonoski, 
LB, 6-0/215, Sr.; Chris Eaddy, E, 6-2/220, 
Soph.; Pervis Herder, DB, 6-0/190, Sr.; Eddie 
Parker, DB, 5-11/177, Jr.; Bob Pilkauskas, LB, 
6-1/215, Sr.; John Smith, LB, 5-9/189, Sr.; 
Jeff Ward, E, 6-2/223, Sr.; Terry Wright, DB, 
5-11/175, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Lance Chisholm, LB, Jr.; Joe 
Greenwood, DB, Soph.; Todd McNair, TB, 
Soph.; Andy Pappalardo, DT, Soph.; Craig 
Sawyer, FB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: John Armstrong, DB (RS); 
Nelson Herrera, FB (RS); Mike Johnson, DT 
(JC); Loranzo Square, LB (RS); Sean Stop- 
perich, OT (transfer, SMU & Pitt). 


TULANE 


Coach: Mack Brown (1-10, 1 year; 7-15 over- 
all, two years) 

1985 Record: 1-10. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Eight-man front. 
Key Losses: Curt Baham, S; Joe Caravello, NG; 
Burnell Dent, LB; Mike Landry, LB; Jeff Wen- 
hold, FL; Jeff Wenzel, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Terrence 
Jones, QB, 6-1/207, Soph.; Andre Lockley, T, 
6-5/270, Jr.; John Ripoll, G, 6-3/245, Soph.; 
Tookie Spann, FB, 6-1/206, Soph. (switched 
to LB); Reggie Sutton, TE, 6-2/210, Jr.; Marc 
Zeno, WR, 6-3/198, Jr. Defense (7): Winfred 
Bryant, T, 6-4/240, Soph.; Tony Hannah, E, 6- 
2/240, Sr.; Thurston Harrison, S, 5- 10/180, 
Soph.; Richard Harvey, LB, 6-3/215, Soph.; 
Kevin Tate, CB, 5-11/192, Sr.; Troy Wetzel, 
LB, 6-0/204, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Melvin Adams, RB, Soph. 
(RS); Darryl Bell, RB, Jr. (RS); Rodney Hunt- 
er, RB, Soph.; Chris Marshall, LB, Soph.; Danny 
Michael, RB, Soph.; Maurice Nelson, WR, 
Soph.; Larry Route, TE, Sr. (was starter in ‘84; 
injured most of '85); Scott Schubert, LB, 
Soph.; Ted Teske, LB, Sr.; Richard Williams, 
DT, Sr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Marvin Allen, RB (JC); 
Chuck Gorman, TE; Chris Scott, P; Jim Shu- 
pak, K; James Toney, WR. 


TULSA 


Coach: Don Morton (6-5, 1 year; 63-20 over- 
all, 7 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Veer. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Gordon Brown, RB; Bobby Dan- 
iels, NG; Joe Dixon, DE; Tony Leapheart, OT; 
Kevin Lilly, DE; Chad Muirhead, OT; Jason 
Staurovsky, K; Mike Williams, LB; Rodney 
Young, RB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): David Alex- 
ander, G, 6-3/270, Sr.; Kevin Andrews, TE, 6- 
4/225, Sr.; Eric Brown, SE, 6-3/190, Sr.; Stan 
Fields, C, 5-11/250, Sr.; Steve Gage, QB, 6- 
3/210, Sr.; Steve Hegdale, G, 6-5/280, Jr.; 
Ronnie Kelley, FL, 6-0/190, Jr. Defense (7): 
John Brown, LB, 6-0/185, Jr.; Doug Desherow, 
DB, 6-2/190, Jr.; Tim Gordon, DB, 6-0/ 180, 
Sr.; David Haynes, LB, 6-0/200, Jr.; Steve 
Kropp, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Richie Stephenson, 
DB/P, 6-0/196, Sr.; Charles Wright, DB, 5- 
10/180, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Tony Buford, LB, Sr. (RS; was 
starter in '84); Donnie Dee, DT, Jr.; Scott 
Estes, DL, Soph. (RS); Crawford Ford, NG, 
Sr.; Erick Harrison, FL, Soph.; Earl Johnson, 
DT, Soph.; Robert Kirk, LB, Jr.; Richard Sam- 
brano, LB, Soph.; Xavier Warren, LB, Sr. (RS; 
was starter in '84). 


VIRGINIA TECH 


Coach: Bill Dooley (54-36, 8 years; 123-89-2 
overall, 19 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Desmar Becton, WB; Rainer Cole- 
man, DT; Scott Cruise, OT; Mark Cox, QB; Ray 
Fitts, DB; Todd Greenwood, QB; Alan Harris, 
DB; Eric Hayes, DB; Terrence Howell, TE; Mark 
Johnson, C; Tom Mehr, OG; Stuart Plank, OT; 
Kent Thomas, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Earnie Jones, 
FB, 5-9/213, Jr.; Donald Wayne Snell, SE, 6- 
1/177, Sr.; Maurice Williams, TB, 6-0/206, Sr. 
Defense (7): Jamel Agemy, LB, 5- 11/210, Jr.; 
Horacio Moronta, T, 6- 1/259, Soph.; Paul Nel- 
son, LB, 6-3/206, Sr.; Morgan Roane, E, 6- 
5/250, Sr.; Curtis Taliaferro, E, 6-2/226, Sr.; 
Mark Webb, NG, 6-2/276, Sr.; Carter Wiley, S, 
6-2/216, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Erik Chapman, QB, Jr.; Todd 
Grantham, OT, Soph.; Eddie Hunter, TB, Sr.; 
Steve Johnson, TE, Jr.; Kevin Keefe, OL, Jr.; 
Chuck Kinzer, K, Soph.; Joe Ledbetter, DE, 
Soph.; Billy Myers, DB, Jr.; Jeff Roberts, QB, 
Soph.; Lawrence White, LB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Chuck Baucia, QB; Scott Hill, 
L; Derrick May, L; Antonio Merritt, QB (JC); 
Shawn Prather, SE (RS). 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Coach: Don Nehlen (101-57-5, 15 years) 

1985 Record: 7-3-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Derek Christian, LB; John Gay, 
FB; Dave Griffith, C; Mike Herzog, DT; Chuck 
Jolliff, OT; Brian Jozwiak, OT; Van Richardson, 
LB; Fred Smalls, LB; Steve Superick, P. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): John Bartow, 
G, 6-2/270, Sr.; Gary Basil, TE, 6- 1/232, Jr.; 
John Holifield, RB, 6- 1/193, Sr.; Gary Pounds, 
G, 6-3/264, Sr.; Harvey Smith, WR, 5-11/162, 
Sr.; Mike Timko, QB, 6-2/191, Jr.; Robert 
White, WR, 5-10/160, Sr. Defense (7): Travis 
Curtis, OB, 5- 11/181, Sr.; David Grant, MG, 6- 
4/267, Jr.; Larry Holley, DB, 6- 1/201, Sr.; An- 
drew Jones, DB, 5-11/175, Jr.; Jeff Lucas, T, 
6-7/282, Sr.; Matt Smith, LB, 6-3/235, Sr.; 
Stacy Smith, DB, 5-11/185, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Charlie Baumann, K, Soph.; 
Jeff Casto, LB, Sr.; Todd Fisher, TE, Sr. (RS); 
Brad Hunt, DT, Jr.; Undra Johnson, RB, Soph.; 
Kevin Koken, C, Soph.; Chris Peccon, FB, Sr.; 
Calvin Phillips, WR, Soph.; Rick Phillips, OG, 
Soph.; Robert Pickett, LB, Soph.; Pat Ran- 
dolph, FB, Jr.; Ben Reed, QB, Jr.; John Talley, 
QB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Roger Dixon, LB (RS); Mike 
Fox, DT (RS); Dave Gilmore, RB (JC); Darnell 
Warren, LB (RS). 


WICHITA STATE 


Coach: Ron Chismar (5-17, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Keith Blunt, OL; Dwight Eaton, FB; 
Maurice Foxworth, CB; Albert Hundley, WR; 
Sergio Lopez-Chavero, K; Jim Mann, LB; Jerry 
Quick, OL; Shawn Saturday, NG; Don Weath- 
erby, LB; Darrell Whitely, S; Willie Womack, C. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Broc Fewin, 
FL, 6-0/164, Sr.; Brian McDonald, QB, 5- 
11/180, Sr.; Jack Owens, TE, 6-4/225, Sr.; 
John Pratte, OL, 6-5/250, Sr.; Valasco Smith, 
TB, 5-7/181, Sr.; Jose Wilson, RB, 5- 11/195, 
Sr. Defense (6): Kirk Allen, LB, 6-0/215, Jr.; 
Chris Badciong, S, 6- 1/180, Jr.; Randall Coo- 
per, CB, 6-2/205, Jr.; Mark Duckens, T, 6- 
4/265, Jr.; Ken Stonebraker, DB, 6-1/ 192, Sr.; 
Derrick Westfield, LB, 6- 1/215, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Wes Anderson, WR, Soph. 
(RS); Dave Armagost, P, Sr.; Richard Barilla, 
LB, Soph.; Brad Fleeman, K, Soph.; Dave Har- 
lin, OL, Jr. (RS); Scott Ledy, OL, Sr.; Joe 
Miles, TE, Sr.; Clint Normore, DB, Soph.; Ter- 
rence Sanders, DL, Soph.; Jose Wilson, FB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: David Feather, OL (RS); 
Roger Foltz, OL (JC); Terry Franklin, WR 
(JC); Anthony Hardy, WR (JC); Myles 
McHaney, LB (RS); David Panter, OL, Jr. 
(transfer, Northeastern Oklahoma). 
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quarterback Robert Ducksworth. In addi- 
tion, the Golden Eagles may have trouble 
outscoring their opponents this fall. Last 
year’s leading tackler, linebacker Onesi- 
mus Henry, is back, but the Golden Eagles 
have holes to fill on the defensive line and 
at cornerback. 

As debuts go, it wasn’t exactly what 
Mack Brown had in mind. After serving as 
offensive coordinator in 1984 on Oklaho- 
ma’s Orange Bowl team, Brown was hired 
as head coach at Tulane, which suffered 
through a 1-10 season and averaged only 
15.1 points per game. 

If nothing else, the Green Wave could 
throw the football, completing 55.6 per- 
cent of its 417 passes for 2,695 yards. Jun- 
ior wide receiver Marc Zeno set single- 
season records with 73 receptions for 
1,137 yards. Even though he started just 
five games, quarterback Terrence Jones 
became the first freshman in Tulane his- 
tory to gain over 1,000 yards in total of- 
fense. 

The passing game could be even better 
if tight end Larry Route returns to his 
form of 1984, when he caught 46 passes, 
and talented kick returner Maurice Nel- 
son develops at the other wide receiver 
spot. 

Brown spent much of spring ball work- 
ing on the Green Wave's anemic running 
game, which totaled a mere 823 yards last 
season. Look for Jones to run the option in 
’86. Any kind of ball possession would help 
because the Green Wave yielded a whop- 
ping 425.3 yards and 30.4 points per game 
in '85. 

End Tony Hannah and safety Thurston 
Harrison lead Tulane’s young defense. 

Like Brown at Tulane, Art Baker’s first 
season as coach at East Carolina was 
anything but successful. Playing a sched- 
ule sprinkled with heavyweights, the Pi- 
rates finished 2-9 for the second year ina 
row. 

Unlike Brown’s Green Wave, Baker’s 
Pirates had nothing resembling a passing 
game in '85, completing only 36.2 percent 
of their passes for 967 yards. 

“Last year was very, very frustrating,” 
Baker said, “perhaps the most frustrating 
I've ever experienced on offense.” 

Sophomore Berke Holtzclaw and junior 
Ron Jones are among five candidates for 
the quarterback job. Junior college trans- 
fer Jackie Armstrong could provide a 
quick fix for the weak receiving corps. 

Even with the loss of Tony Baker, who 
rushed for 951 yards last fall, the Pirates 
look to be strong on the ground. Sopho- 
more Reggie McKinney could step in at 
tailback, while Anthony Simpson and Tim 
James return at fullback. 

Defensively, junior college transfers 
Mike Donohue and John O'Driscoll should 
shore up the line, but the Pirates must re- 
place leading tackler Robert Washington 


Continued on Page 175 


Some Shining Stars 
From Another Galaxy 


Their names are not household words. 
The facilities available and the size of the 
coaching staffs that teach them technique 
and impart football knowledge often are 
less than adequate. The arenas in which 
they perform are smaller. The fans who 
watch them on Saturday afternoon usually 
are less rabid. 

There are instances, however, in which 
the skills and dedication of NCAA Division 
I-AA’s top individuals transcend those of 
the I-A stars who collect the bulk of pub- 
licity and spend much of their collegiate 
life in the national spotlight. 

Year after year, these lesser-known 
players are there, performing in their 
own unique style for personal and team 
satisfaction. Many are obviously less gift- 
ed than their I-A brethren; others, though, 
possess the kind of talent that will earn 
them a shot at the great football league 
beyond. 

And their efforts usually don’t go unno- 
ticed. In the 1986 National Football 
League draft, 13 I-AA players were select- 
ed in the first four rounds. 

If the skills are there, so are the re- 
wards. And there should be plenty for the 
newest crop of I-AA stars who will be 
lighting up football fields in 1986. 

Following are profiles of a select group 
of players who should be getting rave no- 
tices throughout the season. Others with 
equally impressive credentials will be 
covered in the various conference pre- 
views. 

First stop, Easton, Pa. 


Ryan 
Priest 
(Lafayette) 


By SCOTT PITONIAK 


It was a simple option play, the kind 
that Ryan Priest had run hundreds of 
times before during his notable football 
career. 

The Lafayette running back took the 
ball, turned the left corner and began cut- 
ting back against the grain. 


Continued 


Lafayette running back Ryan Priest has big plans for 1986. 
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“One cut, and I had a clear path to the 
end zone,” Priest said, recalling the play 
from the September 21, 1985, game 
against Colgate. “I had a touchdown all 
the way.” 

But while making the cut, something 
snapped in his left knee. Priest never 
reached the end zone. 

He wonders if he ever will again. 

The diagnosis was torn ligaments. Sur- 
gery was performed the Monday after the 
game, and for the rest of the season, 
Priest lugged around a cast instead of a 
football. 

“I was somewhat optimistic going into 
the surgery,” said Priest, who had shred- 
ded the Colgate defense for 146 yards 
rushing before wrecking his knee in the 
third quarter. “I was hoping that they 
would be able to fix the knee without a 
whole lot of cutting, But when they got 
inside of it, they found it was torn. I was a 
mess when I regained consciousness and 
saw this big cast on my leg. I thought, 
‘Well, that’s it for football.’” 

Priest’s despair was understandable. 
But anyone who knew him realized that it 
wouldn’t last. After moping around for 
several weeks after the operation, he 
began to view the injury as a challenge. 
Priest, a senior and the second-leading 
rusher in Lafayette history, decided to 
redshirt and return to school for a fifth 
year, 

“My initial reaction was to bag football 
and get on with life,” he said. “But I had 
worked too hard at it for too long to give it 
up without a fight. My dream always has 
been to play pro football. All I want is a 
shot.” 

His first priority, however, is to prove 
that he still can play football, period. 

“If anyone can come back from it, 
Ryan can,” Leopards Coach Bill Russo 
said. “If it were someone else, I might not 
be so optimistic, but Ryan’s not your nor- 
mal football player or person. He’s so 
damned determined. He wants to prove 
people wrong.” 

It wouldn't be the first time. 

At Mechanicsburg High School near 
Harrisburg, Pa., Priest became the sec- 
ond-leading rusher in state scholastic his- 
tory. But most of the big football colleges 
shied away from the 5-foot-11, 193-pounder 
because they thought he was a couple of 
inches too short and a couple of steps too 
slow. 

Priest was disappointed that he was 
overlooked, but he didn’t sulk. Instead, he 
used the snub as motivation. And La- 
fayette football fans couldn’t be happier. 

Priest has blossomed into one of the 
most versatile football players in school 
history. In three seasons and change, he 
has rushed for 2,477 yards (43 yards shy of 
a new school record), scored 18 touch- 
downs and caught 43 passes for 310 yards. 
He also has been an invaluable special- 
teams player, averaging 21.2 yards per 
kickoff return and 11.3 yards per punt re- 
turn. His 22.6-yard average in the latter 
category as a freshman stands as a Divi- 


sion I-AA record. 

“IT realize I’m not blessed with great 
speed,” he said. “If I want to make the 
pros, I have to do a little of everything 
like (former Colgate stars) Rich Erenberg 
and Mark van Eeghen. You can still make 
it in this game if you're a thinking man.” 

While Priest’s 4.6-second time in the 40- 
yard dash probably will hurt his chances 
of playing pro football, doctors said he has 
an excellent chance to play for the Leop- 
ards this season. He did not play spring 
ball as a precautionary measure, but he 
was jogging, placing his recovery far 
ahead of schedule. 

Priest remains upbeat about his come- 
back because two other Lafayette players 
have returned after suffering similar in- 
juries in recent years. 

“That gives me cause for hope,” he 
said. “In each case, those guys came back 
faster than they were before the injuries. 
Maybe that’ll happen to me. I told the 
doctors it wouldn’t bother me if they 
wanted to put a little extra speed in my 
left knee.” 

Not that it’s necessary. Priest isn’t 
ready to challenge Carl Lewis in a foot- 


race, but he is ready to prove once again 
that the race isn't always to the swiftest, 
especially on a football field. 

“Occasionally he’ll break a long one for 
you, but the big thing about Ryan is his 
ability to read blocks and wear defenses 
down,” Russo said. “He’s one of those rare 
backs who gets better as the game wears 
on. Another thing I like about him is his 
second effort. I've never seen a back gain 
more second-effort yardage. The chains 
move in the right direction when he has 
the football.” 

The Lafayette preseason depth chart 
lists Priest as a co-starter at tailback 
along with senior Bruce Mcintyre. But 
Priest, at least heading into the season, 
has himself penciled in at the bottom of 
the chart. 

“I’m approaching this season as if it is 
my freshman year,” he said. “I don’t have 
an open door to the starting job, and I 
don’t deserve one. I have to prove myself 
all over again. I’m willing to do anything 
to help the team. If that means playing 
blocking back, that’s fine with me. The 
important thing is to play again. That’s all 
I ask.” 


Rich 
Comizio 


By SCOTT PITONIAK 


Their aspirations were similar. Unfortu- 
nately, so were their builds and their 40- 
yard dash times. 

As a result, Rich Comizio and Chris 
Flynn never received the major-college 
football scholarships they had spent a life- 
time dreaming about. The big-time re- 
cruiters offered them some discouraging 
words, nothing more. 

“They all gave you a similar line,” said 
Flynn, who shares the Pennsylvania tail- 
back job with Comizio. “It went something 
like this: ‘Son, we're sorry, but you're a 
little too small and a little too slow to play 
on this level.’ I’m sure if you asked Rich, 
he would tell you that the rejection really 
bothered him; I know it hurt me. I think 
everyone who plays high school football 
dreams at one time or another about 
playing college football at a school like 
Notre Dame or Penn State. I know I did. I 
still believe I could have played at that 
level.” 

He’ll never know for sure. But this 
much is certain: He and Comizio have hit 
the big time in the Ivy League. 

Two years ago, the 5-foot-9, 195-pound 
Comizio was named the league’s Rookie 
of the Year. Last fall, that award belonged 
to the 5-foot-9, 180-pound Flynn. 

“T guess you could say we’ve cornered 
that market,” Comizio said with a laugh. 

This season, the two tailbacks have 
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Chris 
Flynn 


their sights set on a couple of other goals. 

“T’d like to see Penn become the second 
team in Ivy history to win five titles in a 
row,” Comizio said. “I'd also like to see 
Chris and I go over the 1,000-yard rushing 
mark in the same season. I know some 
people think that second goal is impossi- 
ble, but I don’t.” 

The second goal, unprecedented in Ivy 
history, might not be so farfetched. De- 
spite a series of nagging injuries, Comizio 
managed to rush for 779 yards on 171 car- 
ries (4.6 average) last fall. Flynn, mean- 
while, gained 513 yards on 85 carries (6.0 
average). In addition, Comizio had 208 
yards receiving, while Flynn returned 18 
kickoffs for an 18.4-yard average and 37 
punts for an 8.6-yard average and one 
touchdown. 

“I think it’s possible because we have a 
veteran offensive team and we are going 
to depend on the offense more this sea- 
son,” said Comizio, a senior from New 
Fairfield, Conn. ‘With a young defense, 
there’s going to be a greater need for our 
running game to control the ball and the 
clock, especially early in the season.” 

First-year Penn Coach Ed Zubrow al- 
ready has hinted that he might use Comi- 
zio and Flynn in the same backfield at 
times. 

“My problem—and it’s a great one to 
have—is to find a way to get the ball into 
the hands of Comizio and Flynn as much 
as possible,” said Zubrow, who replaced 


Jerry Berndt (now at Rice) last January. 
“We are fortunate to have the league’s 
two best backs. Now it’s up to us asa 
coaching staff to get the most out of each 
of them. If that means occasionally pair- 
ing the two instead of alternating them, 
then we'll do it.” 

The idea of playing at the same time 
appeals to each runner. 

“It could really make things confusing 
for opposing defenses,” said Flynn, a jun- 
ior from the Philadelphia suburb of 
Springfield and a starter on Pennsylva- 
nia’s lacrosse team. “They won’t know 
which one of us to key on. It could be a lot 
of fun.” 

The down side of such a move is that it 
would detract from the Quakers’ fresh-leg 
approach. 

“By alternating them, we keep throw- 


Senior Rich Comizio is half of Pennsylvania’s 1-2 tailback punch. 


ing a revved-up runner at a defense that is 
wearing down as the game progresses,” 
Zubrow said. “Also, alternating backs 
every couple of series can throw a de- 
fense off stride, especially when you have 
backs with diverse running styles like 
Rich and Chris. Rich is more of a blue-col- 
lar, power back. Chris is more elusive. 
Changing runners forces the defense to 
make adjustments. It’s kind of like chang- 
ing pitchers in baseball. When you start 
out with a fastball pitcher and then bring 
the breaking-ball guy in, or vice versa, 
you cross up the hitters.” 

The fresh-leg approach also enables a 
coach to get more mileage out of his 
backs. 

“IT had nagging injuries throughout last 
season,” Comizio said. ‘““Having Chris 
there took a lot of the load off me. If I had 


had to carry 25 to 30 times every game, I 
wouldn’t have made it through the sea- 
son.” 

Whatever Zubrow decides will be just 
fine with Penn’s dynamic duo. Their ulti- 
mate goal is to make certain the Quakers 
continue to corner the market on Ivy foot- 
ball titles. Penn has won the last two out- 
right, and the school shared the two be- 
fore that. 

“That’s our main motivation,” Comizio 
said. 

But it’s not their only incentive. 

“T still get a kick out of proving those 
guys (recruiters) wrong,” Comizio said. 
“Every time I get my hands on the foot- 
ball I want to show them that they madea 
mistake.” 


Continued 
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(N. Carolina A&T) 


By DONALD HUNT 


It seems odd that a star quarterback 
who rarely threw the ball in high school 
would be recruited by several major col- 
leges. It seems odder still that he would 
wind up at North Carolina A&T. 

But that’s what happened to Alan 
Hooker. The 6-foot-2, 175-pound junior 
quarterback was known for his running 
ability at Eastern Randolph High School, 
but he still attracted a great deal of inter- 
est before signing with the Aggies and be- 
coming one of the best passers in the Mid- 
Eastern Athletic Conference and Division 
I-AA. 

“J ran the veer offense,” said Hooker, 
who led Eastern Randolph to the North 
Carolina 3A title. “I averaged something 
like six yards a carry. Our running game 
was so good, I rarely had to throw. The 
only time I threw the ball was on third 
and long.” 

That, however, did not stop many 
scouts from listing Hooker among the top 
recruits in the nation after his senior 
year. 

“T heard from a lot of schools like Wake 
Forest, North Carolina, North Carolina 
State and East Carolina,” Hooker said. 

As well as North Carolina A&T. Aggies 
Coach Maurice (Mo) Forte was among 
the many recruiters who thought that 
Hooker would make a fine college quar- 
terback despite his lack of passing experi- 
ence. 

“He was a great athlete,” Forte ex- 
plained. “He has the ability to play just 
about anywhere on the field. Alan has a 
strong arm. I noticed that right away 
when I saw him throw the ball. 

“J didn’t do anything special to attract 
him to our program. | think the big differ- 
ence between North Carolina A&T re- 
cruiting him and some of the football 
powers was that we had been watching 
him throughout his high school career. 
We knew Alan was a fine player as a 
sophomore. . . . SO we kept our eye on 
him.” 

Despite the attraction of major-college 
football, Hooker saw several advantages 
in Forte’s program. 

“I had thought about going big time and 
playing on national television, but I knew 
I wouldn’t play right away,” Hooker said. 
“Coach Forte told me that my chances of 
playing were very good. Plus, Coach 
Forte was going to let me play quarter- 
back. Some of the other schools had 
talked about moving me to wide receiver 
or defensive back. I also knew that play- 
ing for North Carolina A&T would give 
me the opportunity to develop into a com- 


plete player.” 

Forte was thrilled that Hooker decided 
to come to Greensboro. 

“We're very fortunate to have a player 
of his caliber,” he said. “I don’t want to 
put any pressure on him, but he’s the type 
of player who can turn a program around. 
He’s capable of leading us to a league 
championship.” 

That kind of pressure doesn’t bother 
Hooker, who enjoys the role of team lead- 
er. 

“My favorite position in basketball is 
playmaker,"’ said Hooker, who also 
starred for his high school basketball 
team and now plays pickup games with 
the North Carolina A&T varsity. “The 
point guard runs the entire show, just like 
the quarterback. 

“That’s how I am on the field. Both 
players have to take on a lot of responsi- 
bility. With that comes leadership. I’ve al- 
ways considered myself a leader. Hopeful- 
ly I'll be able to lead A&T to a conference 
title.” 

The Aggies won only two games in 
Hooker’s freshman season, when he took 
over the starting job in the second gs ne 
and passed for 1,213 yards and eight 
touchdowns but was intercepted 14 times. 
But the Aggies’ improvement to 6-5 last 
season was paralleled by Hooker's tre- 
mendous growth as a passer. As a sopho- 
more, Hooker connected on 51.4 percent 
of his passes for 2,066 yards and 24 touch- 
downs. Most importantly, only eight of his 
passes were picked off, giving him the 
league’s highest passing efficiency rating. 

“He had only one bad game,” Forte 
said. “Alan had a tough game against Del- 
aware State (five interceptions). After 
that game he really went on a tear. Alan’s 
biggest improvement has been reading 
defenses. 

“Most quarterbacks like him with 
strong arms can go deep anytime. But not 
many of them can hit the tight end or sec- 
ondary receiver underneath the zone. 
Alan has learned how to do that.” 

Hooker’s favorite target is wide receiv- 
er Herbert Harbison, who caught 58 
passes for 730 yards a year ago. 

“Herbert has great speed,” Hooker said. 
“He can get down the field as fast as any- 
body. He catches just about everything 
you throw at him. We should have a pret- 
ty good passing combination.” 


By GENE McLEAN 


When Mike Clark was playing football 
—and the recruiting game—at St. Joseph 
High School in Cleveland, he thought he 
had to make a name for himself. 
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So he did—literally. 

One day he showed up at school with a 
fistful of T-shirts. Emblazoned across the 
front in big, bold letters were these words: 
“Sparky” Clark. 

“T really thought I needed a nickname,” 
Clark recalled. ‘I thought about it and 
thought about it. Then, in the papers, I 
would read: ‘Mike Clark sparks St. Joseph 
to victory.’...‘Mike Clark sparks St. Jo- 
seph to win.’ 

“To tell you the truth, I liked the sound 
of that. That’s why I picked up the new 
name, Sparky. I’ve gone by it ever since.” 

It’s turned out to be a rather appropri- 
ate moniker. These days, Clark is spark- 
ing the Akron Zips to victories. He’s also 
making quite a name for himself on the 
football field. 

In 1985, Clark led the Ohio Valley Con- 
ference in rushing for the second straight 
year and ranked sixth in Division I-AA 
with an average of 118.1 yards per game. 
He needs only 412 yards to become the 
all-time leading rusher in Akron history. 
Entering his senior season, he is consid- 
ered one of the nation’s best I-AA running 
backs. 

Unfortunately for Clark, that may not 
translate into much recognition. 

“T really wish that I-AA had a Heisman 
Trophy,” he said. ‘That'd give us little 
guys a shot at the big time. But really and 
truly, I’m going after the Number 1 rusher 
in I-AA. That’s my goal this year. I want to 
be the best. And I think I can be. 

“Heck, a lot of people thought that Mike 
Clark would never play college football. 
But here I am. The Mike Clark story is an 
interesting one.” 

Actually, his story isn’t all that unusual. 
But he is. He speaks his mind. He invents 
catchy nicknames. And he is cool and 
confident. 

“A lot of people think I’m either cocky 
or crazy,” Clark said. “I just have faith 
and have fun.” 

The fun started when Sparky Clark was 
in high school, trying to impress the re- 
cruiters. Mainly because of his size, few 
major-college scouts took notice. 

“TI really was thinking about going to 
Kent State when I came home one day 
and talked to my mom,” he recalled. “She 
told me that I was going to Akron. She 
liked Coach (Jim) Dennison. So, that was 
the end of that. I was going to Akron. 
When Mom thinks it’s best, then it must 
be the best.” 

He had to wonder about his mother’s 
wisdom when he spent his first season at 
Akron sitting on the bench watching 
James Black become Akron’s all-time 
leading rusher. As a freshman in 1983, 
Clark did not move from his perch on the 
bench, did not gain a yard. All he did was 
watch Black and dream. 

“Tt really didn’t bother me,” Clark said. 
“James was a great runner and he could 
run a bunch. They didn’t need me. I just 
tried to watch and learn. Every day in 
practice, I’d talk with James. 

“When the season was over, he came 


over to me and said, ‘It’s yours now, 
Sparks.’ He just told me to go out and do 
my thing. I always remembered that.” 

The last couple of years, Clark has been 
doing his thing—running past frustrated 
defenders. In 1984, the 5-foot-9, 175-pound 
tailback won the starting job and proceed- 
ed to run for 1,172 yards and four touch- 
downs. 

“T think I surprised some people,” said 
Clark, who earned All-OVC honors as both 
a sophomore and a junior. “I don’t think 
anybody thought I could do the job. I’m 
not that big. I’m not that fast, either. I 
can’t run over you and I can’t run around 
you. But somehow, I get the job done. 

“T like to run, too. Just give me the 
ball.” 

Last year, Dennison did just that, and 
the results were even more impressive 
than the season before. He gained more 
than 100 yards in seven straight games, 
finishing the season with 1,299 yards on 
301 carries (4.3 average) and 12 touch- 
downs. One can only wonder what num- 
bers he might have posted had an ankle 
injury not limited his playing time in 
three of Akron’s regular-season games. 

Clark also propelled the Zips into the 
I-AA playoffs for the first time ever. 
Akron lost to Rhode Island, 35-27, in the 
first round, but it wasn’t because of Clark. 
He rushed for 172 yards. 

“The thing about Clark is that he is so 
dad-gum durable,”’ Eastern Kentucky 
Coach Roy Kidd said. “He punches it in 
there, gets up and then does it again. Be- 
fore you know it, they’re down the field 
and the kid has 100 yards. He’s a good 
tailback. Darn good tailback.” 

Clark gives much of the credit for his 
success to Mike Teifke, Ron Pasquale, 
Doug Gilbert, Nick Iademarco and Tim 
Romantic—the offensive linemen who 
comprise “Sparky’s Gang.” 

“They are big, mean, and they open 
holes for me,” said Clark, who plans to 
give his blockers “Sparky” T-shirts. “They 
do their job and my job is easy.” 

Clark’s ability to do his job well could 
make life much easier for Zips Coach 
Gerry Faust, who left Notre Dame under 
fire last year at the end of a five-year 
term as coach of the Fighting Irish. If 
Faust can match the 8-3 regular-season 
record the Zips posted under Dennison in 
1985, he will better his best season at 
Notre Dame. 

Ironically, Faust built his Irish offense 
around a small, powerfully built tailback, 
just as he is doing with Clark this year. In 
fact, Clark already has been compared to 
that former Heisman candidate, Allen 
Pinkett. 

“I’ve heard about Pinkett,” Clark said. 
“I understand that he was a great, great 
tailback. I guess that’s a compliment. But 
I can’t worry about that. I just have to 
relax and do the best Mike Clark can do. 
That’s pretty good. 

“Really, I just want to live up to my 
nickname. I just want to be ‘Sparky’ 
again.” 
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Patience paid dividends for Colgate and tailback Kenny Gamble. 


Kenny 


Gamble 
(Colgate) 


By SCOTT PITONIAK 


A few weeks before participating in his 
first Colgate football practice two years 
ago, Kenny Gamble had a long talk with 
Coach Fred Dunlap. 

Gamble, then an incoming freshman, 
was concerned about the amount of play- 
ing time he would receive. He knew that 
senior Stacy Hall had a lock on the tail- 
back position, so he asked Dunlap if he 
could switch to another spot. 

“T told coach I understood that Stacy 
deserved to start at tailback because he 
had paid his dues for three years,” Gam- 
ble recalled. “I had no problem with that, 
but I wanted to contribute right away. I 
told coach I'd be willing to move to defen- 
sive back, wide receiver, anywhere, just 
as long as I could be on the field. Looking 
back, I guess I was a little impatient.” 


Fortunately, Dunlap wasn’t. 

The veteran Red Raiders coach appre- 
ciated Gamble’s offer, but he told the 
antsy freshman that he was staying put at 
tailback, his natural position. The non- 
move turned out to be one of the best 
moves Dunlap ever made. 

Gamble filled in often for Hall during 
the 1984 season and had overtaken him on 
the depth chart by the end of the cam- 
paign. He finished with a team-leading 632 
yards, becoming the first freshman in a 
decade to lead Colgate in rushing. 

Last autumn, Gamble didn’t have to 
worry about playing time. The position 
was his from day one, and he didn’t jeop- 
ardize it. The 5-foot-11, 185-pounder ran 
for 1,361 yards and 15 touchdowns, finish- 
ing fourth nationally among Division I-AA 
rushers. He averaged 5.5 yards per carry 
and 123.7 yards per game, and his 91-yard 
TD run against Dartmouth equaled a 
school record. 

With two seasons remaining, Gamble 
needs 1,697 yards to supplant Rich Eren- 
berg (3,689 yards) as the school’s career 
rushing leader. 

“That would be a great honor because 


Continued 
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this school has had so many fine running 
backs,” Gamble said. “I'd like to put some 
really big numbers on the board this fall. 
I’ve got the number 1,883 in the back of 
my mind. I’ve been thinking about it a lot 
in the off-season.” 

That number represents the rushing 
yardage amassed by Erenberg in 1983, 
when he smashed several school and na- 
tional records. 

Dunlap, for one, believes Gamble might 
be ready to give Erenberg’s single-season 
mark a run. 

“Kenny’s a strong, tough runner with 
great change of pace and great accelera- 
tion,” Dunlap said. “He can make an of- 
fense go. I feel as a junior, he'll do the 
things, barring injury, that Erenberg did 
for us as a senior. The sky’s the limit for 
this young man.” 

Gamble first attracted Colgate’s atten- 
tion while at Holyoke (Mass.) High School, 
where he rushed for more than 1,000 
yards in both his junior and senior sea- 
sons. After high school, he attended Cush- 
ing Academy in Ashburnham, Mass., to 
improve his board scores. He accom- 
plished that goal and added another 1,000- 
yard season to his resume. 

Holy Cross and several Yankee Confer- 
ence schools expressed interest in him, 
but Gamble decided on Colgate because 
of its rich tradition in academics and foot- 
ball. 

Dunlap still can’t believe that Gamble 
was overlooked by Division I-A programs. 

“He’s definitely one that got away,” he 
said. 

Gamble sometimes wonders what he 
might have accomplished had he attend- 
ed a big-time football school. 

“It would have been a lot tougher, but I 
still think I would have developed into a 
good running back,” the economics major 
said. “It might have taken me a little 
longer, but I think I would have made it. 
But I don’t have any regrets about being 
at Colgate. I’m going to get a degree that 
is going to mean a lot more to people than 
a degree from some other school.” 

Gamble was raised in a low-income 
housing project in Holyoke. His father left 
when Gamble was young, and Kenny and 
his younger sister were raised by their 
mother, Rosemary. 

“My mom has been very influential in 
my life,” he said. “She kept on top of me 
and forced me to sit down and study. 
That’s one of the reasons I am where I am 
today. I’m much better off than some of 
the guys in the neighborhood who wound 
up in jail.” 

Football also has influenced his life. 
Gamble first played football in the eighth 
grade. He hopes to continue playing it 
after he graduates from Colgate. 

“Some say I shouldn’t dream about pro 
football because I'm playing on a lower 
level,” he said. “My feeling is, if you’re 
good enough, they'll find you. That’s why 
this year is pivotal for me. If my numbers 
are big enough, they won’t be able to ig- 
nore me.” @ 


‘£| (Grambling State) 


By O.K. DAVIS 


Whether he realized it or not, Sean 
Smith was shouldering a burden of expec- 
tations before he ever played a down for 
Grambling State’s football team. 

By the time Sean signed up with Coach 
Eddie Robinson's program in 1983, his 
older brother, Robert (Big Bird) Smith, al- 
ready had earned widespread acclaim as 
one of the greatest defensive linemen in 
Grambling history. As a senior that year, 
Robert was named a Division I-AA All- 
America. 

So, naturally, expectations were high 
for the younger Smith. 

“But I’ve never looked at it as pressure, 
feeling as if I don’t make the same num- 
ber of tackles or sack the quarterback as 
many times as Robert did that I am a fail- 
ure,” said Sean, who was named a fresh- 
man All-America himself in 1983. “I’ve 
never minded being compared to my 
brother, but I am going to be my own 
man, and I want people to remember me 
for the things I did.” 

He's already done plenty, and he enters 
his senior season at Grambling as one of 
the top defensive linemen in I-AA circles. 

The 6-foot-4, 245-pounder, who plays end 
or tackle in the Tigers’ defensive 
schemes, has received All-Southwestern 
Athletic Conference honors the last two 
years. He is an All-America candidate en- 
tering this season, and when the list of top 
defensive line prospects is compiled for 
the professional drafts in 1987, Smith’s 
name should be prominently mentioned. 

He hopes so. 

“T think there’s something wrong with a 
player who puts in four years of long 
practices and demanding hours not to 
have some aspirations of playing in the 
pros,” Smith said. “I’ve put my life and 
trust in this game, and I want to continue 
playing it as long as I can.” 

But first there’s the matter of conclud- 
ing his career at Grambling in grand 
style. His goal is to return to the I-AA na- 
tional playoffs, where the Tigers were 
eliminated by Arkansas State, 10-7, in the 
first round last year. 

“That still makes me mad,” he said of 
that setback. “It was Coach Robinson’s 
record-breaking year (when he passed 
Bear Bryant to become college football’s 
all-time winningest coach), and the entire 
team wanted to make it all the way to the 
championship game for him.” 

Smith did his part in helping the Tigers 
share the SWAC championship with Jack- 
son State and receive a berth in the play- 
offs. He recorded 88 tackles, had four 
quarterback sacks, deflected six passes, 
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recovered a fumble and had eight stops 
behind the line of scrimmage for minus 37 
yards. 

Those statistics helped Grambling 
allow fewer points per game (14.4) than 
any team in the conference and all but 12 
I-AA schools in the nation. 

“The special thing about Sean is that he 
plays as hard in practice sessions as he 
does in games,” Grambling defensive line 
coach Ernest Sterling said. “Many of our 
offensive linemen have complained about 
Sean taking our workouts too seriously. 
He just doesn’t know when to let up.” 

Smith said he has a special affection for 
daily practice routines. “To enjoy game 
day,” he said, “you have to enjoy the prac- 
tices. 

“T just enjoy playing football, so it 
doesn’t matter whether it’s a game or a 
practice, I am going to do the best I can 
either way. I treat the practices as a 
game against our opponents. I visualize 
myself in special situations and then try to 
follow through with the same techniques 
during an actual game.” 

Smith grew up in Bogalusa, a southern 
Louisiana city long known for its prowess 
in producing outstanding high school foot- 
ball teams and athletes. He was an all-dis- 
trict and all-state offensive and defensive 
tackle for Bogalusa High School, where he 
also starred on the basketball team. 

“But the most fun I’ve had in sports was 
when I was playing with my neighbor- 
hood team in the city,"’ he recalled. 
“From the time I was 5, until about 16, our 
neighborhood had the best all-around 
sports program in Bogalusa. We’d play 
football, basketball and baseball and chal- 
lenge teams from other parts of the city. 
We won the city neighborhood champion- 
ship for three straight years. I really think 
we could’ve beaten a lot of high school 
varsity teams with the kind of talent we 
assembled.” 

Whenever Smith returns to Bogalusa, 
he gathers his old neighborhood buddies 
and forms “old-timers” rematches. 

“All of us are still real tight,” he said of 
his boyhood friends. “It’s like a big re- 
union when I go back home. We're all like 
brothers. It’s a good way to relive your 
younger days and have a good time.” 

Of course, Smith is planning on having a 
good time in his senior season. 

“My mom and dad will be coming up to 
Grambling for all of our home games, so I 
want to end my career in a good way,” he 
said. “They told me when I decided to 
play at Grambling that they were going to 
be attending as many games as possible.” 

Smith's biggest fan is his mother, who 
keeps detailed statistics on her son’s 
game-by-game performances. 

“She used to tell me that when I knock- 
ed a quarterback down, make sure he 
doesn’t get up too quickly,” Smith said, 
laughing. “I don’t have a thing against 
quarterbacks, but I do try to make them 
remember who hit them on the last play.” 

Like elephants, quarterbacks who’ve 
been hit by Smith never forget. @ 


A ‘Rocky’ Road 


Stallone Comes 
Out of Nowhere 
To Lead Cornell 


By SCOTT PITONIAK 


he hero, named Stallone, over- 

i comes insurmountable odds and ful- 

fills every kid’s sports fantasy. 

Sound familiar? It should. It’s the re- 
creation of a popular theme—but it’s not 
what you think. Not exactly, anyway. 

This Stallone’s name is Marty, not Syl- 
vester, and his Rocky-style story takes 
place in real life, not the movies. 

Late last fall, Marty Stallone became 
Cornell’s starting quarterback by default 
when the two players ahead of him went 
down with injuries. No one, not even 
Maxie Baughan, the eternal optimist who 
coaches the Big Red, was expecting much 
—and with good reason. Stallone’s previ- 
ous varsity experience consisted of one 
forgettable pass, an interception against 
Ivy League powerhouse Penn in a 1984 
game. 

But Stallone quickly erased that memo- 
ry, guiding Cornell to three victories in its 
final four 1985 games. That might not 
sound like the stuff from which movies 
are created, but it was cause for celebra- 
tion at a school that has had better luck 
recently producing Nobel Peace Prize 
winners than All-America football play- 
ers. By season’s end, the Big Red march- 
ing band had added the theme from 
Rocky to its repertoire and some of Stal- 
lone’s teammates began calling him Sly, 
Sylvester Stallone’s nickname. 

“I can honestly say that Marty didn’t 
figure into our plans heading into last sea- 
son,” said Baughan, whose team has an 
excellent chance of recording its first 
winning season since 1979 and climbing 
into the Ivy League’s first division. “We 
already had settled on our top two quar- 
terbacks (Shawn Maguire and Chip 
Knapp), and Marty was in stiff competi- 
tion for the third-through-fifth spots. 
Somehow, he persevered through all the 
adversity. He must have seen a glimmer 
of light at the end of the tunnel.” 

Three years ago, he saw only darkness. 
He had just struggled through an unim- 
pressive season with the Big Red fresh- 
man team and his future prospects 
seemed dim. Stallone considered quitting. 

“The quarterback they had decided to 
go with on the varsity was just a year 
ahead of me, and to make matters worse, 
there were about five guys ahead of me 
on the depth chart,” said Stallone, a sen- 
ior. “I figured, why bother? But the more I 
thought about it, the more I figured I had 
a responsibility to my family and myself 


Marty Stallone beat the odds and rose to prominence as Cornell’s 
starting quarterback. 


to keep at it.” 

Despite his persistence, he spent most 
of the next two seasons practicing with 
the junior varsity. On Saturdays he would 
suit up with the varsity, but his only activi- 
ty would be charting plays along the side- 
line. 

That all changed, however, in last fall’s 
Dartmouth game. Knapp was forced out 
early with a knee injury. Maguire, still 
rusty after returning from an early-season 
shoulder injury, was ineffective after re- 
placing Knapp. That put the ball in Stal- 
lone’s sweaty palms. 

After completing a few passes, Stallone 
regained his composure and confidently 
marched Cornell downfield for a touch- 
down. The 0-6 Big Red lost a game, but 
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discovered a quarterback. 

The 6-foot-1, 182-pounder from Wyo- 
missing, Pa., made his first start the fol- 
lowing week and engineered a 26-13 vic- 
tory over Bucknell. Wins against Yale 
(20-14) and Columbia (21-8) followed. But 
as Stallone rudely discovered in the sea- 
son finale against Princeton, everybody 
gets knocked down sometime. Against the 
Tigers, Stallone completed a school-rec- 
ord 30 passes, but also threw six intercep- 
tions (another record) as the Big Red 
dropped a 33-27 shootout. 

“That loss was disappointing, but I still 
feel we’ve built some momentum heading 
into the ’86 season,” said Stallone, who 
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CORNELL 


Coach: Maxie Baughan (8-20-1, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 3-7; lvy: 2-5/7th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Dom Albanese, OT; Rick George, 
OT; Lyndon Gross, S; Dan McMahon, LB; Jim 
Perello, WR; Steve Possobon, DE; Todd Press- 
ley, WR; John Tagliaferri, RB; Dan Van Metre, 
DT; Mike Wagner, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Dave Dishaw, 
TE, 6-2/222, Sr.; Jeff Johnson, FB, 5-11/208, 
Sr.; Ken Johnson, G, 6-0/247, Sr.; Steve Lipic, 
G, 6- 1/247, Sr.; Marty Stallone, QB, 6- 1/182, 
Sr. Defense (9): Tom Bernardo, LB, 5- 10/204, 
Sr.; Jeff DeLamielleure, S, 5-8/185, Jr.; Jim 
Frontero, CB, 6- 1/171, Sr.; Ward Johnson, LB, 
5-10/210, Sr.; Jim Knowles, E, 6-0/236, Sr.; 
Mike McGrann, LB, 6-5/211, Jr.; Londell 
McMillan, S, 6- 1/190, Sr.; Mike Raich, CB, 5- 
11/190, Jr.; Chris Tull, T, 6-0/230, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Tom Aug, K, Sr.; Marc Baugh- 
an, LB, Jr.; Erik Bernstein, P, Sr.; Marvin Dunk- 
lin, HB, Jr.; Chris Hahn, WR, Jr.; Shaun Haw- 
kins, WR, Jr.; Hiram Jackson, DT, Sr.; Tom 
Malone, TE, Sr.; Marc Pearlman, S, Jr.; Lee 
Reherman, OT, Jr.; Gary Rinkus, DT, Jr. 


Coach: John Rosenberg (9-9-1, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 5-4-1; Ivy: 4-3/4th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Tom Catena, DL; Tom Cole, LB; 
Brian Daly, OT; Mike Giambattista, DE; Chris 
Good, DL; John Hancock, WR; Brian Heffer- 
nan, FB; Steve Kettelberger, QB; Pat McCor- 
mack, LB; Ted Moskala, DL, Jamie Potkul, TB; 
Greg Roth, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Rick Collet, 
G, 6-1/245, Sr.; Marty Edwards, C, 6-0/220, 
Sr.; Dave Fielding, WR, 6-0/170, Sr.; Ron 
McMullen, T, 6-4/260, Sr.; Mike Small, G, 6- 
2/240, Sr. Defense (5): Balt Cataldo, S, 6- 
0/190, Jr.; Mark Kalhmer, CB, 5-10/170, Sr.; 
Scott McCaleb, DB, 5- 10/180, Jr.; Jeff Watts, 
E, 6-4/250, Jr.; Tyler Wolfram, DB, 6-1/200, 
Jr. 

Key Returnees: Matt Fairfield, OL, Soph.(RS); 
Alex Kos, P/K, Jr.; Kirk Little, RB, Soph. (RS). 
Top Newcomers: Merlin Hackett, LB (JV); 
Darryl Heggans, CB (JV); Joe Madden, OL 
(JV); Lane Wood, RB (JV). 


COLUMBIA 


Coach: Larry McElreavy (first year at Colum- 
bia; 13-17 overall, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 0-10; Ivy: 0-7/8th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Rick Cavalli, LB; Jim Greene, WR; 
Mark Milam, TE; Jim Porter, DT; Henry Santos, 
QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): John Chirico, 
RB, 6-0/230, Sr.; Homer Hill, WR, 5-9/ 160, 
Jr.; John Pennywell, RB, 5-9/175, Sr. Defense 
(3): Joe Policastro, DB, 5-11/185, Sr.; Chris 
Riga, LB, 5-11/220, Sr.; Matt Sodl, T, 5- 
10/225, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Matt Barr, OT, Sr.; Mike Doyle, 
LB, Jr.; Paul San Filippo, DB, Jr.; Rob Flaherty, 
DB, Sr.; Greg Fondran, C, Sr.; Greg Gonzalez, 
DB, Sr.; Tom Johnston, DT, Sr.; Tom Lester, 
OG, Sr.; John Plaisted, C, Sr.; Ron Suber, TE, 
Sr.; John Williamson, P, Jr. 


Brown’s Mark Kachmer. 


DARTMOUTH 


Coach: Joe Yukica (33-41-3, 8 years; 108-87 - 
3 overall, 20 years) 

1985 Record: 2-7-1; Ivy: 2-4-1/6th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Steve Briggs, DB; Rob Brown, FB; 
Kier Cooper, DB; Tim Duax, TB; Len Fontes, 
LB; Doug Keare, TE; Peter Kortebein, LB; Mike 
Martin, OT; Geoff Michel, WR; Joe Petite, DB; 
Kevin Quinn, DT; Bob Rech, OG; Craig Saltz- 
gaber, K; Bob Saylor, C; Slade Schuster, OT; 
Scott Truitt, SE. 

Starters Returning: (2): Dave Gabianelli, QB, 
6-2/190, Sr.; Chris Matonis, G, 6-4/225, Sr. 
Defense (5): Chris Balish, LB, 6-3/220, Jr.; 
Greg McBride, NG, 6- 1/230, Sr.; Tom Ramsey, 
T, 6-5/235, Sr.; Andy Russell, S, 6-0/ 185, Jr.; 
Jon Winslow, LB, 6- 1/185, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Frank Doyle, TE, Sr.; Rusty 
Gardner, LB, Sr. (medical RS); Kevin Griffin, 
P, Jr.; Ernie Torain, RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Paul Michael, LB (JV); Craig 
Morton, WR (JV); Tom Shakeshaft, LB (JV). 


HARVARD 


Coach: Joe Restic (84-51-5, 15 years) 

1985 Record: 7-3; lvy: 5-2/2nd. 

Offense: Multiflex. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Frank Ciota, DB; Cecil Cox, S; 
Jerry Garvey, MG; Wayne Hunley, OG; George 
Kostakos, OT; Lee Oldenburg, CB; Chris Ri- 
dout, FB; Bill Ross, DE; Joe Ryan, OT; Robert 
Santiago, HB; K.C. Smith, DE; Rob Steinberg, 
P/K; Ken Tarczy, CB; Dennis Vavassis, DT; 
Brian White, QB; Brent Wilkinson, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): LaMont 
Greer, SE, 5-10/170, Jr.; Jim Morris, TE, 6- 
3/215, Sr.; Mike Murray, C, 6-1/210, Sr.; 
George Sorbara, WB, 6-0/180, Sr.; Hal Wat- 
son, G, 6-1/235, Sr. Defense (2): Scott Col- 
lins, LB, 6-1/200, Sr.; Brian Sullivan, T, 6- 
3/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Larry Balogh, OG, Sr.; Bryan 
Gescuk, CB, Jr.; Rufus Jones, HB, Sr.; Bob 
Joyce, LB, Sr.; Bill Koehler, QB, Sr.; David 
Landau, QB, Sr.; Joe Pusateri, HB, Sr.; Dan 
Steere, MG, Sr.; Greg Williams, DT, Jr. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 


Coach: Ed Zubrow (first year at Penn) 

1985 Record: 7-2-1; Ivy: 6-1/ ist. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Bob Chizmar, LB; Ken Coombs, 
DE; Tom Gilmore, DT; Jeff Goyette, OG; Duane 
Hewlett, CB; Brian Moyer, SE; Kirk Moyer, CB; 
Gavin O'Connor, LB; Mike O'Neill, FB; Eric 
Rutherford, WR; Nelson Thompson, OG; Den- 
ton Walker, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Steve Buon- 
ato, C, 5-11/225, Sr.; Rich Comizio, TB, 5- 
9/195, Sr.; Jim Crocicchia, QB, 6-3/210, Sr.; 
Brent Novoselsky, TE, 6-3/225, Jr.; Jim Pan- 
zini, G, 6-2/235, Sr.; Marty Peterson, T, 6- 
5/255, Sr. Defense (4): Dexter Desir, NG, 6- 
0/220, Sr.; James Fangmeyer, S, 6-3/180, Sr.; 
Jeff Fortna, LB, 6-0/205, Sr.; Brad Heinz, S, 
6-3/225, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Dave Fassnacht, P, Jr.; Chris 
Flynn, RB, Jr.; Tom Flynn, DB, Sr.; Mike Lista, 
DT, Jr.; A.J. Sebastianelli, DT/DE, Sr.; Chris 
Wilkins, OT, Jr. 


PRINCETON 
Coach: Ron Rogerson (5-5, 1 year; 24-28-1 
overall, 5 years) 
1985 Record: 5-5; Ivy: 5-2/T2nd. 
Offense: Wing-T. Defense: Multiple. 
Key Losses: Mike Aladich, OT; Jim Anderson, 
S; John Baniewicz, DE; Rick Blosser, DT; Doug 
Butler, QB; Butch Climmons, FB; Anthony Di- 
Tommaso, LB; Eric Dreiband, OT; Jay Fitzgib- 
bons, OG; Joe Harvey, S; Lorne Keller, LB; 
Steve Kern, C; Jim Petrucci, DT; Tom Urquhart, 
SE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Craig Fit- 
chett, HB, 6-2/202, Sr.; Steve Foster, HB, 5- 
11/185, Jr.; Mike Harrer, G, 6-1/241, Sr.; 
Doug Struckman, TE, 6-3/210, Jr. Defense 
(4): Kevin Armstrong, CB, 6- 1/184, Sr.; Dean 
Cain, CB, 6-0/ 180, Jr.; Ned Elton, E, 6-2/220, 
Sr.; Matt Heisler, LB, 6- 1/210, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Rob DiGiacomo, P, Sr.; Sean 
Brennan, CB, Jr.; Rob Goodwin, K, Jr.; David 
Rose, DE, Jr.; Jerry Santillo, FB, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Rob Henricks, DT (JV); 
Jerry Reen, FB (JV); Mark Rockefeller, TE 
(JV). 


YALE 


Coach: Carmen Cozza ( 129-60-4, 21 years) 
1985 Record: 4-4-1; Ivy: 3-3-1/5th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses; Mike Curtin, QB; Carmen llacqua, 
LB; Ardel McKenna, LB; Kevin Moriarty, SE; 
Steve Penders, DB; Eugene Profit, DB; Jay 
Ruffin, CB; Steve Skwara, OT; Mike Tjarsken, 
S; Dean Yacobucci, MG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Dean Athan- 
asia, TE, 6-3/235, Jr.; Bob Becker, C, 6- 
0/230, Sr.; Ken Lund, G, 6-2/235, Sr.; Ted 
Macauley, TB, 6-0/185, Sr.; Chris Martin, T, 
6-3/250, Sr.; George Matthews, G, 6-2/275, 
Sr.; Mike Stewart, TB, 6-2/200, Sr.; Dave 
White, WB, 6-1/185, Sr. Defense (4): Derek 
Kay, E, 6-2/220, Sr.; Yves Labissiere, T, 6- 
3/250, Sr.; John Quinn, E, 6-3/240, Sr.; John 
Risley, T, 6- 1/235, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Andy Dudley, DE/LB, Sr.; Jose 
Egurbide, DB, Sr.; Malcolm Frank, OT/MG, Jr.; 
Kelly Ryan, QB, Jr.; Dave Sullivan, DB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Chuck Bray, DE (JV); Tyler 
Johnson, LB (JV); Art Kalman, OT (JC); Don 
Lund, LB (JV). 


completed 76 of 138 passes for 817 yards 
and nine touchdowns while throwing 
eight interceptions. “It feels good for a 
change to go into a season knowing I fig- 
ure into the plans. But I’m not deluding 
myself. What I’ve earned is the right to 
defend my position.” 

And make a name for himself? 

“People sometimes ask me if I’m relat- 
ed to Sylvester,” he said. “I don’t think I 
am, although a few years ago my father 
made a few phone calls about it. Our fami- 
lies do come from the same small town in 
Southern Italy, but it’s awfully difficult to 
track it down.” 

Regardless of Stallone’s bloodlines, 
Baughan is happy his quarterback is re- 
turning for another season. 

“He showed us some athletic and lead- 
ership ability that we didn’t see in him 
before,” Baughan said. ““We’re excited 
about him. I’m looking forward to seeing 
what he’ll do, now that he has four starts 
under his belt.” 

Baughan has several reasons for look- 
ing forward to the fall—Stallone’s devel- 
opment, the return of 11 starters, plus the 
addition of several outstanding prospects 
from last year’s 4-2 freshman team. 

“T think the athletic talent level here 
has risen,” Baughan said. “Look at the im- 
provement in some of our scores. We held 
the league champion (Penn) to 10 points 
last season, and we barely lost to Colgate. 
Now that might not sound like much, but 
in the previous two years, Colgate beat us 
by a combined score of 95-14. So progress 
is being made.” 

And it will continue if Stallone develops 
and Baughan can find a replacement for 
running back John Tagliaferri, Cornell's 
leading rusher, receiver and scorer in 
1985. Senior fullback Jeff Johnson will be 
counted on to take up some of the slack 
while Ken Johnson, a 6-foot, 247-pound 
guard who was one of only two under- 
classmen to earn first-team all-confer- 
ence honors last fall, anchors the offen- 
sive line. 

The Big Red defense was among the 
league’s best a year ago and could be 
even better with the return of linebackers 
Tom Bernardo and Ward Johnson, defen- 
sive backs Jeff DeLamielleure, Jim Fron- 
tero and Mike Raich, a second-team all- 
conference selection, and linemen Chris 
Tull and Jim Knowles. 

“Hopefully, we are now ready to take 
the next step,” Baughan said. 

For Penn, the next step would be a 
league-record-tying fifth straight football 
title. Jerry Berndt, the coach who took 
over a downtrodden program five years 
ago and turned it around, departed during 
the off-season for Rice University, but he 
didn’t leave the cupboard bare. His suc- 
cessor, Penn defensive line coach Ed Zu- 
brow, inherits plenty of talent, including 
two of the league’s top tailbacks—Rich 
Comizio and Chris Flynn. (See related 


i 


[ Cornell Coach Maxie Baughan is optimistic that his Big Red will find 


the winning formula in 1986. 


story, page 120.) 

Comizio, a 5-9, 195-pound senior, rushed 
for 779 yards, caught 18 passes for 208 
yards and scored six touchdowns last sea- 
son. Flynn, a 5-9, 180-pound junior, rushed 
for 513 yards and is regarded as the 
league’s most dangerous punt and kick re- 
turner. Other key returning offensive 
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starters are junior tight end Brent Novo- 
selsky and senior offensive tackle Marty 
Peterson. Center Steve Buonato and 
guard Jim Panzini also return to protect 
quarterback Jim Crocicchia. 

Nose tackle Dexter Desir, linebacker 
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Jeff Fortna and defensive backs Brad 
Heinz and James Fangmeyer are the 
leaders on defense, where the Quakers 
must replace seven starters. 

Yale was the preseason favorite to win 
the Ivy League title last fall, but a series 
of injuries and an inability to defense the 
run proved costly in a 4-4-1 season, 

Coach Carmen Cozza’s team will fea- 
ture a strong ground attack led by tail- 
back Ted Macauley and Mike Stewart, 
who combined for 984 yards and six 
touchdowns in 1985. Sophomore Kevin 
Brice, a record-setting rusher with the 
freshmen a year ago, will be ready if ei- 
ther falters. 

Kelly Ryan, a freshman sensation (11 
touchdowns, two interceptions) two sea- 
sons ago, is expected to take over the 
starting quarterback job after seeing spot 
duty last fall. Blocking duties will be han- 
dled by a returning cast that includes cen- 
ter Bob Becker, tackle Chris Martin and 
guards George Matthews and Ken Lund. 
Art Kalman, a 6-6, 275-pound tackle, could 
become one of the largest players in Yale 
history. 

Tight end Dean Athanasia and wing- 
back Dave White are the other returning 
starters. 

Linebacking should be the strength of 
the Bulldogs defense. Returning starters 
John Quinn and Mike Ryan probably will 
be teamed with sophomores Don Lund 
and Chuck Bray. The top defensive line- 
) man, tackle Yves Labissiere, will be 
| joined by returning starters John Risley 
(tackle) and Derek Kay (end). Cozza will 
have to replace his entire defensive back- 
field. 

Brown is coming off its first winning 
season (5-4-1) since 1980, but third-year 
Coach John Rosenberg faces a major re- 
building job. The Bruins must replace six 
players on defense and six on offense. The 
biggest graduation losses are running 
back Jamie Potkul, the school’s first 1,000- 
yard rusher, and starting quarterback 
Steve Kettelberger. 

Brown's Keiron Bigby ranks among the 
league’s finest all-around athletes. The 
only problem is where to play him. An 
all-conference selection at defensive back 
two years ago, Bigby was switched to 
wide receiver last fall—and even played 
one game at quarterback before suffering 
a mild concussion. He probably will be 
tried at quarterback again, battling jun- 
iors Mark Donovan, John Shapiro and Pat 
Shouvlin for the starting job. 

Senior guard Rick Collett, a first-team 
all-conference selection, is the dominant 
player on the Bruins offensive line. But he 
might not be the most publicized. That 
honor may go to Joe Madden, a 6-4, 265- 
pound sophomore guard whose father is 
John Madden, the famous football coach- 
turned-commentator. 

Brown’s defensive strength lies in its 
secondary where junior cornerback Scott 
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| Kelly Ryan is expected to take | 
)) over as Yale’s starting quar- 
i terback. 


McCaleb and senior cornerback Mark 
Kachmer return along with junior safeties 
Walt Cataldo and Tyler Wolfram. 

Graduation losses have taken a heavy 
toll at Harvard, which came within a 
game of capturing a piece of the Ivy 
crown last fall. Seven players who earned 
either first- or second-team league honors 
have departed, the most notable losses 
being running back Robert Santiago and 
quarterback Brian White. 

Crimson Coach Joe Restic is hoping 
that George Sorbara, Joe Pusateri and 
Rufus Jones, the team’s 2, 3 and 4 rushers 
behind Santiago in '85, will be able to fill 
the void. Leading candidates to replace 
White are Bill Koehler and David Landau, 
two seniors who had a combined total of 
one passing attempt last fall. 

The defense which lost nine starters, 
will depend heavily on senior tackle Brian 
Sullivan and senior linebackers Scott Col- 
lins and Bob Joyce to provide leadership. 

Coach Ron Rogerson’s conversion to a 
Wing-T offense last fall proved successful 
as Princeton went 5-2 and finished second 
in the league—its best conference finish 
since 1979. 

Rogerson probably will have to depend 
even more on his run-oriented offense, 
now that rifle-armed quarterback Doug 
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Butler has graduated. Sean Welsh and 
Brad Hammond, two seldom-used back- 
ups, are the leading candidates to replace 
Butler. Their job description is sure to in- 
clude numerous handoffs and fakes to 
halfbacks Craig Fitchett and Steve Foster 
and sophomore fullback Jerry Reen. 

Mike Harrer is the only returning start- 
er on the offensive line and Doug Struck- 
man, a tight end, is the only experienced 
receiver. 

Rogerson’s most difficult task will be on 
defense, where he must find seven new 
starters. Defensive backs Kevin Arm- 
strong and Dean Cain join linebacker 
Matt Heisler and end Ned Elton as the 
only returning starters. 

The big story at Dartmouth is how the 
Big Green will perform under lame-duck 
Coach Joe Yukica. Yukica was fired last 
November, but he brought legal action 
against the school and Dartmouth offi- 
cials agreed to allow him to coach one 
more season. 

The Big Green finished 2-7-1 last fall 
and have a lot of holes to fill both offen- 
sively and defensively. Dartmouth loses 
four all-league players, but returns senior 
co-captain Dave Gabianelli at quarter- 
back and running back Ernie Torain, the 
team’s leading 1985 rusher (432 yards). 
Gabianelli became a starter in the fourth 
game of the season and completed 87 of 
175 passes for 1,150 yards and five touch- 
downs. He threw only four interceptions. 
One of Dartmouth’s biggest problems is 
an absence of experienced wide receiv- 
ers. 

Free safety Andy Russell, son of the for- 
mer Pittsburgh Steelers’ All-Pro line- 
backer by the same name, entered the 
starting lineup in the fifth game last fall 
and was a pleasant surprise. Chris Balish 
and Jon Winslow return as starting out- 
side linebackers while the defensive line 
is anchored by noseguard Greg McBride 
and tackle Tom Ramsey. Dartmouth also 
is banking on the return of linebacker 
Rusty Gardner, who missed all of last sea- 
son with a knee injury. 

Columbia will be working under its 
third head coach in as many seasons. 
Larry McElreavy, a former assistant 
under Berndt and Cozza, faces a monu- 
mental challenge as Jim Garrett’s re- 
placement. 

McElIreavy inherits a program that had 
lost 21 consecutive games and 61 of its last 
70. As one school official said, “If he goes 
2-8, we'll go wild.” 

Garrett’s departure was accompanied 
by several players, including sons Jason 
and Judd, each of whom may transfer to 
Princeton. McElreavy will try to build a 
team around veterans Matt Sodl, Jim Por- 
ter and John Chirico. Sodl, a former Penn- 
sylvania state power-lifting champion, has 
all-conference potential at noseguard. 


Scott Pitoniak covers football for the Rochester 
Democrat and Chronicle. 


Growing Pains 


Two Newcomers 
Named Instant 
Title Favorites 


By PHIL CHARDIS 


hatever happened to good old 
WV resins pride? That’s a ques- 

tion that all New Englanders 
must be asking in the wake of the Yankee 
Conference's decision to throw football 
tradition for a loss. 

What’s this? The Yankee Conference 
expanding below the Mason-Dixon line to 
welcome a certified member of the Con- 
federacy? Why, what would John Adams 
think? 

Not only has the league broken tradi- 
tion by expanding out of New England, 
but the programs it brings in, Delaware 
and Richmond, are Division I-AA heavy- 
weights who have a legitimate chance to 
take home the championship trophy in 
their first year. In fact, several stunned 
Yankee followers have classified them as 
co-favorites, 

“Usually leagues expand and take in 
teams that might be on a lower level,” 
said Rhode Island Coach Bob Griffin, 
whose Rams are the defending confer- 
ence champions. “These two are teams of 
strength in comparison to the rest of the 
league.” 

That’s an understatement, especially 
considering that Delaware owns a gaudy 
36-3 record against Yankee Conference 
competition since 1970. Delaware Coach 
Tubby Raymond, however, claims that 
the lofty mark is misleading. 

“That’s an artificial record,” said Ray- 
mond, whose team went 3-1 against Yan- 
kee teams last year. “When they used to 
play us, they might have been looking 
ahead or behind at a conference game. 
We were the outsider, and it put us ina 
special position with them. They had to be 
more concerned with their conference 
games.” 

Perhaps, but now every coach in the 
conference has to be concerned about the 
two new bullies moving in and taking over 
the neighborhood. 

“They sure didn’t bring in two choco- 
late eclairs for us to feast on,” Connecti- 
cut Coach Tom Jackson said. “They’re 
coming in and competing on the highest 
level. It’s going to give the conference 
more credibility nationwide.” 

New Hampshire Coach Bill Bowes is 
not so sure the conference needs more 
credibility, but he knows that expansion 
will make his job tougher. 

“With seven conference games, you've 
got to buckle it up week after week,” 
Bowes said. “You used to be able to bring 


Delaware linebacker Darrell Booker (above) and Richmond quarter- f 
back Bob Bleier could make life rough in the Yankee Conference. 


in an opponent that maybe wasn’t as diffi- 
cult on the off weeks from the conference, 
but with seven conference games, there 
aren’t many. With the strength our league 
had anyway, then adding these two 
teams, we have to be one of the top I-AA 
conferences in the country top to bottom.” 

Richmond figures to finish somewhere 
near the top, even though conference play 
will be a new experience for the Spiders. 

“It’s a real challenge for us to face that 
kind of competition week after week,” 
Richmond Coach Dal Shealy said. “Now 
we have a definite objective to work for— 
the conference title and that automatic 
playoff berth.” 

Richmond, however, is not the only 
team with postseason competition on its 
mind. It’s been three years since Dela- 
ware went to the I-AA national playoffs, 
and Blue Hens fans are not used to such 
dry spells. But they need not fear. Ray- 
mond’s team is loaded and ready to take 
its first shot in Yankee territory. 

Delaware finished 7-4 last season and 
that record included wins over Navy and 
Temple and losses to Maine and Lehigh. 
The experience gained by a young team 
should wipe out that sort of inconsistency. 

Delaware returns most of its starters 
from an offense that would have ranked 
second in the conference. Leading the 
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Steve Stetson (3-8, 1 year; 12-22-1 
overall, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; Yankee: 1-4/T5th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Bill Brooks, WR; Steve Decker, 
OG; Ashley Dussel, K; Bob Egan, LB; Calvin 
Hall, CB; Brad Hokin, LB; Emil lannucci, OG; 
Craig Jensen, LB; Richard Lovering, OT; Chris 
Smith, OT; Gary Walker, C; George Wilcox, FB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Mark Ferrara, 
WR, 5-11/182, Sr.; Pat Mancini, QB, 6-3/221, 
Jdr.; Steve Marran, TE, 6-4/228, Sr.; Randy 
Pettus, TB, 5-10/194, Jr; Jim Schuman, QB, 
6-1/194, Jr.; Andy Wise, TE, 6-4/224, Soph. 
Defense (6): Ricky Cook, CB, 5-11/194, Jr.; 
Tom Ladka, E, 6-2/229, Sr.; Keith McLaughlin, 
LB, 5-10/194, Sr.; George Mokhiber, T, 6- 
3/248, Sr.; Kevin Murphy, E/T, 6-3/232, Sr.; 
Mark Seals, CB/S, Soph, 

Key Returnees: Ken Clifford, DB, Soph. (med- 
ical AS); Dennis Gadbois, WR, Sr. (medical 
RS). 

Top Newcomers: Peter Bengtson, OG (RS); 
Brad Berfield, LB (RS); Bill Caraher, DE (RS); 
Matt David, LB (RS); Skip Jackson, DB (RS); 
Greg Nazarian, OT (RS); John Timm, OG 
(RS). 


CONNECTICUT 
Coach: Tom Jackson (12-19, 3 years) 
1985 Record: 4-5; Yankee: 1-4/6th. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 
Key Losses: Bob Christiani, LB; Jerry Mcin- 
tosh, CB; Mike McNamara, DE; Mark Michaels, 
DE; Craig Primiani, OT; Mike Walsh, TE, 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Pat Anglim, 
T, 6-3/253, Sr.; Glenn Antrum, SE, 5-10/164, 
Jr.; Terry Antrum, FB, 5-9/206, Jr.; David 
Dunn, FL, 6-0/190, Jr.; Peter Lane, QB, 5- 
11/165, Sr. Defense (5): Nate Cotton, MG, 6- 
0/228, Jr.; Scott Daniels, S, 6-0/195, Jr.; Joe 
Healy, S, 6-0/182, Sr.; Mike Jansen, LB, 6- 
1/220, Jr.; Kevin Johnson, CB, 5-11/170, Jr. 
Key Returnees: David Amendola, DT, Sr.; Mark 
Carter, K, Soph,; David Franks, OG, Jr.; Jeff 
Gallaher, TB, Soph.; Eric Naposki, DE, Jr.; 
Travis Sasser, CB, Soph.; Scott Sudora, DT, Jr. 
Top Newcomer: Ed Fountain, DT (JC). 


DELAWARE 


Coach: Tubby Raymond ( 168-59-2, 20 years) 
1985 Record: 7-4 (ineligible for league title). 
Offense: Wing-T. Defense: 4-3, 

Key Losses: Mike Anderson, P; Chuck Brice, 
DT; Gary Cannon, DE; Vaughn Dickinson, DE; 
John Gasson, K; Eric Hammack, S; Matt Hau- 
denschield, CB; Tyrone Jones, S; Joe McHale, 
LB; Jeff Rosen, OG; Tony Tolbert, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Nick Bitsko, 
G, 6-2/264, Sr.; Dan Brodeur, T, 6-2/259, Sr.; 
Greg Christodulo, SE, 6-1/196, Sr.; Chris 
Coyne, C, 6-2/270, Jr.; Jamie Dyevich, T, 6- 
4/287, Sr.; Rich Gannon, QB, 6-3/200, Sr.; 
Jeff Modesitt, TE, 6-5/247, Sr.; Bob Norris, 
HB, 5-10/200, Sr. Defense (7): Phil Atwell, 
CB, 5-9/ 166, Sr.; Darrell Booker, LB, 6-0/223, 
Jr; Todd Hranicka, E, 6-3/236, Sr.; Ken Lucas, 
CB, 5-9/166, Jr.; Kevin McGown, S, 6-0/192, 
Sr.; Joe McGrail, T, 6-2/271, Sr.; Jim Turner, 
LB, 6-1/227, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Tim Doherty, LB, Sr.; Walt 
Mazur, DT, Jr.; Chris McDonald, CB, Jr.; Todd 
Lott, SE, Sr.; Gregg Panasuk, FB, Jr.; Neil 
Roberts, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: James Borkowski, DB (JV); 
Bryan Bossard, DB (JV); Tim Healy, FB (JV); 
Craig McCoy, QB (transfer, Penn State). 


Delaware "s Rich Gannon. 
MAINE 


Coach: Buddy Teevens (6-5, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Yankee: 2-3/T3rd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Steve Costello, S; Mark Coutts, 
LB; Ron Doody, DT; Skip Foley, LB; Gary 
Groves, CB; Chris Gsell, FL; Jamie Keefe, LB; 
Ray Paquette, DT; Marc Ware, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Tim Cahill, 
C, 6-5/255, Sr,; John Colasacco, G, 5-11/250, 
Sr.; Doug Dorsey, TB, 5-9/175, Soph.; Sergio 
Hebra, SE, 5-11/180, Jr.; Dave Ingalls, G, 6- 
3/250, Jr.; Charles Kasmer, T, 6-3/270, Jr.; 
Tony Lanza, TE, 6-3/235, Soph.; Joe McDon- 
ald, T, 6-3/263, Sr.; Mike Walsh, FB, 5- 
11/215, Sr.; Bob Wilder, QB, 6-2/215, Jr, De- 
fense (4): Dave Bochtler, NG, 5-11/255, Sr.; 
Jay Davenport, CB, 5- 11/187, Sr.; Steve Don- 
ahue, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Steve Violette, T, 6- 
1/252, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Beilman, OT, Jr. (RS); 
Jeff Cosgrove, FB, Jr.; Jim Fox, TB, Jr.; Scott 
Nason, DT, Soph. (RS); Todd Pickard, OG, Jr, 
(RS). 

Top Newcomers: Tony Armstrong, WR (JC); 
Rick Conner, OG (JC); Rob Sterling, DB (JC), 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Coach: Jim Reid (first year at Massachusetts ) 

1985 Record: 7-4; Yankee: 4-1/2nd. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mike Briggs, OT; Mike Dwyer, NG; 
Bart Fuller, TE; Duckworth Grange, CB; Paul 
Platek, S; Eddie Sullivan, DT; Chris Wood, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Ted Barrett, 
TB, 5-10/ 185, Jr.; John Benzinger, T, 6-3/260, 
Sr.; John Crowley, FL, 5-10/170, Sr.; Bob 
Greaney, G, 6-2/248, Sr.; Stan Kaczorowski, 
G, 6- 1/250, Sr.; Peter Montini, C, 6-3/240, Jr.; 
Al Neri, FB, 6-2/224, Sr.; Dave Palazzi, QB, 6- 
2/198, Soph.; Dan Rubinetti, SE, 6-1/195, 
Soph, Defense (6): Mike Kowalski, T, 6-5/240, 
Sr.; Paul Manganaro, LB, 5-11/222, Sr.; John 
McKeown, LB, 6-0/215, Soph,; Vito Perrone, 
LB, 6-4/220, Jr.; Todd Rundle, LB, 6-3/235, 
Jr.; Bob Shelmire, S, 6- 1/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Barrette, OT, Soph.; Tom 
Cioppa, SE, Jr.; Mike Kelly, TE, Jr.; Kevin 
Smellie, TB, Soph.; Anthony Strickland, FB, 
Soph.; Dimitri Yavis, P, Soph. 

Top Newcomers; Steve Brothers, DT; Drew 
Comeau, LB (RS); Paul Connor, OT; Joe Cul- 
len, FB (RS); Sean Cummings, FB (RS); Joe 
Edgerton, DT; Jim Frank, TB; Mike Marzarella, 
OT; Chip Mitchell, TB (RS); Tim Nye, SE (RS), 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Coach: Bill Bowes (88-52-3, 14 years) 

1985 Record: 6-4; Yankee: 2-3/T3rd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52, 

Key Losses: Jim Bumpus, OG; Tony Ciccone, 
OG; Paul Dufault, C; Dan Federico, DE; Tom 
Flanagan, TE; Andre Garron, TB; Brian O'Neill, 
DT; Brian Saranovitz, OT; Mike Shriner, FB; 
Tim Teevens, DB; Neal Zonfrelli, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Rich Byrne, 
QB, 6-0/190, Sr.; Mike Carter, T, 6-4/235, Sr.; 
John Crothers, T, 6-3/255, Sr.; John Driscoll, 
T, 6-5/265, Jr.; Bill Farrell, WR, 6-0/185, 
Soph.; Curtis Olds, WR, 5- 11/180, Soph. De- 
fense (7): Paul Boulay, T, 6-1/240, Jr.; Tom 
Degasperis, S, 6-0/185, Sr.; Dave Duggan, LB, 
6-1/225, Sr.; Stan Harrison, DB, 5-10/180, 
Sr.; lia Jarostchuk, E, 6-3/235, Sr.; Bill O'Mal- 
ley, NG, 6-0/245, Jr.; Eric Thompson, S, 6- 
1/185, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Scott Curtis, LB, Soph.; Rich 
Easton, TE, Sr.; Eric Facey, K, Jr.; Frank Ma- 
guire, C, Soph.; Derrick Milton, FB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Dick James, OT; Dan La- 
porte, OT; Dan Nagel, OG. 


RHODE ISLAND 


Coach: Bob Griffin (58-51-1, 10 years) 

1985 Record: 9-2; Yankee: 5-0/ 1st. 

Offense: Mutliple, Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Tony DiMaggio, TE; Tom Ehr- 
hardt, QB; Brian Forster, TE; Dameon Reilly, 
WR; Randy Rocha, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3); Bob Donfield, 
WR, 6-2/ 187, Jr.; Doug Hayes, RB, 5-11/172, 
Soph.; Mike Janson, G, 6-2/268, Jr, Defense 
(6): Damon Hewlette, LB, 6-3/220, Jr.; Tony 
Hill, S, 6-2/196, Sr.; Jim Landry, T, 6-2/256, 
Jr.; Tim Poland, NG, 6-0/235, Sr.; Charles 
Watson, CB, 5-11/179, Jr.; Ray Williams, CB, 
5-11/179, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ray Apo, OT, Sr.; John Car- 
bone, LB, Jr.; John Daly, DT, Jr.; Greg Farland, 
QB, Jr.; Mike Griffin, K, Jr.; Andy Levy, DT/OG, 
Jr.; Jerry McCargo, OT, Soph.; Dave Morrill, 
RB, Jr.; Chris Santopietro, DE, Jr.; Joe Tighe, 
DE, Jr.; Gerry Williams, RB, Sr, 

Top Newcomers: Steve Monaco, QB; Jim 
Morisseau, TE; John Murphy, WR. 


RICHMOND 


Coach: Dal Shealy (28-38, 6 years; 64-55 
overall, 11 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3 (ineligible for league title). 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: John Armstrong, CB; David Bayer, 
FB; Calvin Bell, S; Mike Craft, OG; Randy 
Harper, NG; Danny Holly, TB; Randy Kienzle, 
LB; Taylor Lackey, S; Leland Melvin, SE; Gary 
O'Bryant, CB; Gary Stergar, DT; Dennis Wilt, 
OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6); Bob Bleier, 
QB, 6-3/200, Sr.; John Henry, TE, 6-5/220, 
Sr.; George Tarasovic, T, 6-3/250, Jr.; Chris 
Tate, C, 6-0/230, Sr.; Brian Shields, FL, 6- 
0/175, Jr.; Courtney Williams, T, 6-3/260, Jr. 
Defense (4): Pat Brown, LB, 6-4/215, Soph.; 
Damon Miller, LB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Bryan Tuft, T, 
6-4/245, Sr.; Rafe Wilkinson, LB, 6-2/235, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Troy Gray, LB, Sr. (RS); Chris 
Karvala, LB, Soph. (RS); Don Miller, LB, Sr. 
(RS). 


veteran group is senior quarterback Rich 
Gannon, who completed 55 percent of his 
passes for 1,576 yards and accounted for 
184 yards per game in total offense. Ray- 
mond puts his current quarterback in the 
same class as former Delaware standouts 
Scott Brunner and Jeff Komlo. 

Senior halfback Bob Norris, Delaware’s 
all-purpose running leader last year, and 
senior halfback Fred Singleton also return 
to the Blue Hens backfield. Gannon’s fa- 
vorite targets—split ends Greg Christodu- 
lu and Todd Lott and tight end Jeff Mode- 
sitt—also are back. 

The Delaware backfield will work be- 
hind a big, experienced line anchored by 
6-foot-4, 287-pound tackle Jamie Dyevich 
and 6-2, 270-pound center Chris Coyne. 
The offense should improve on its 1985 av- 
erage of 20.1 points per game. 

“I’m pretty comfortable with our of- 
fense,” Raymond said. 

Raymond might not be so comfortable 
with his defensive line, where standout 
tackle Joe McGrail will have to carry a 
big load. 

The linebacking couldn’t be much bet- 
ter. That unit is sparked by All-America 
middle linebacker Darrell Booker, who 
has led the Blue Hens in tackles for the 
last two years and is just five tackles 
away from the Delaware career mark. 
Booker, a junior, and senior Jim Turner 
lead what could rank as the finest line- 
backing corps in the conference. 

Senior Phil Atwell and junior Ken 
Lucas give Delaware experience in the 
secondary, but the Blue Hens will have to 
search for a new punter, a job that may 
fall to Gannon. 

At Richmond, Shealy has produced two 
consecutive eight-victory seasons after 
four straight losing years. Now he’s look- 
ing for the Spiders to take that one more 
giant step. 

“We have an excellent senior class,” 
Shealy said. “They've shown great enthu- 
siasm and they are really looking forward 
to the conference race. We have to keep 
our older kids healthy while our younger 
ones come along.” 

Much of the optimism stems from the 
return of senior quarterback Bob Bleier, 
who already owns virtually every single- 
season and career school passing record. 
Last season was his best as he completed 
62 percent of his passes for 2,208 yards 
and 18 touchdowns. 

“He’s a premier quarterback,” Shealy 
said. “He should have his best year yet.” 

Despite the loss of super receiver Le- 
land Melvin, the Spiders have an excellent 
crew of pass catchers—tight end John 
Henry, split end James Church and flank- 
er Brian Shields. Senior Greg Grooms will 
battle sophomore Erwin Matthews for 
chief running-back duties. 

Bleier will operate behind an experi- 
enced offensive line. The top returnees 
are tackle George Tarasovic, center Chris 
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sachusetts’ offensive leader. 


Tate and guards Mark Bell and Pete Mu- 
tascio. 

Richmond’s defensive front features 
senior tackle Bryan Tuft while returnees 
Don Miller, Damon Miller, Rafe Wilkinson 
and Troy Gray give the linebacking corps 
a solid look. 

Sophomore Chuck Boyer has been 
moved from quarterback to safety to help 
strengthen a young secondary. Returnees 
include Tony Butler and Mark Aucker. 

“We feel we had an excellent recruiting 
year, especially helping our team speed,” 
Shealy said. ‘We expect to be able to 
compete for the conference title.” 

That title currently is in the hands of 
Rhode Island, which compiled a 5-0 Yan- 
kee mark last year. The Rams, who have 
put together four straight winning sea- 
sons, compiled a record-tying 10-3 overall 
mark in 1985, and made their second 
straight trip to the I-AA playoffs and their 
third since 1981. The Rams topped Akron 
in the first round of the tournament be- 
fore bowing to Furman in the quarterfi- 
nals. The Rams advanced to the semifi- 
nals in 1984 before bowing to eventual 
national champion Montana State. 

The new Rams have a tough act to fol- 


Quarterback Dave Palazzi, the conference’s top 1985 rookie, is Mas- j 
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low. Gone are All-America quarterback 
Tom Ehrhardt, All-America tight end 
Brian Forster (who will take a year off to 
concentrate on his studies) and seven 
other first- or second-team All-Yankee 
performers. 

“Last year it was a challenge to dupli- 
cate ’84,” Griffin said. “This year it’s even 
more of a challenge. We're excited about 
trying to win the conference with eight 
teams in it. The most significant thing is 
that one conference loss won't hamper 
your chances as much as it would in the 
past.” 

The biggest cleats to fill are those of 
Ehrhardt, who threw for an astronomical 
4,508 yards and 42 touchdowns last season 
and 8,378 yards and 78 touchdowns in his 
two-year record-setting career. Junior 
Greg Farland, who played enough to 
throw for 624 yards and four TDs last 
year, will have the unenviable task of re- 
placing a legend. 

“Greg’s a very mature quarterback,” 
Griffin said. “He backed up Tommy for 
two years and he did well when he was 
called on. We feel good about that posi- 
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tion," 

Rhode Island will try to replace wide 
receiver Dameon Reilly with Bob Don- 
field and Jim Pratt, but the double-tight 
end spots will fall to inexperienced play- 
ers. Without Ehrhardt, the Rams may run 
more, making sophomore Doug Haynes 
(6.3-yard average on 63 carries in '85) 
more visible in the offense. 

The Rams rebuilt their offensive line 
quickly, bringing in two experienced tack- 
les, Ed Kujawa and John Seelinger, from 
Drake, which dropped its program. They 
will combine with guard Jeff Denny. 

The Rams should be better defensively. 
The line, featuring junior noseguard Jeff 
Barlow and tackles Phil Mulcahy, Bob Pe- 
terson and Jim Landry, could rate among 
the school’s best ever. Damon Hewlette 
and Jim Happe are experienced line- 
backers, while the secondary returns 
three of four veterans, including all-con- 
ference pick Ray Williams and safety 
Tony Hill, who is back after sitting out 
most of last season with an injury. 

Success has narrowly eluded New 
Hampshire for the last two seasons. In ‘84, 
the Wildcats won seven of their last eight 
games to finish 9-2 but didn’t win the con- 
ference or make the I-AA playoffs. In ‘85, 
New Hampshire got off to a 6-1 start but 
lost its last three games. 

“That was the best 6-4 team we've ever 
had here in terms of people," Bowes said. 
“Everything seemed to come down to us 
and Rhode Island (in week No. 8). We 
played a decent game and lost, 30-20, but 
it took something out of us. We never 
really recovered.” 

New Hampshire suffered heavy losses, 
including top running back Andre Garron 
and linebacker Neal Zonfrelli, the 
league’s co-defensive player of the year. 

The heaviest casualties were suffered 
by an offense that will have to be rebuilt. 
The only veteran back on the line is junior 
tackle John Driscoll, though senior quar- 
terback Rich Byrne does return. Byrne, 
however, must improve after completing 
less than 50 percent of his passes for 1,409 
yards and 10 touchdowns while throwing 
14 interceptions. 

Bowes probably will ask Byrne to throw 
more in 1986 because wide receivers 
Curtis Olds and Bill Farrell showed prom- 
ise as freshmen. Tailback Scott Perry will 
try to fill Garron’s spot, but he'll get com- 
petition from converted safety Mike Ryan 
and young Todd Urbanik. 

New Hampshire’s strength will be on 
defense, where senior end Ilia Jarostchuk 
leads the way, Jarostchuk joins tackle 
Paul Boulay and noseguard Bill O'Malley 
on a formidable front line. Scott Curtis 
and Dave Duggan will be the keys to the 
linebacking corps with Eric Thompson 
and Stan Harrison returning to anchor the 
secondary. 

Buddy Teevens was the youngest I-AA 
coach in the nation when he took over at 


132 * 


Maine last year, and he promptly led the 
Black Bears to a 6-5 record. It was the 
team’s first winning mark since 1982 and 
only its third since 1969. 

“Tt was a step in the right direction,” 
Teevens said, “but we still have plenty of 
room to improve. We want to pick up 
where we left off.” 

With the return of 33 lettermen, there’s 
a good chance of that. Among the return- 
ees is junior quarterback Bob Wilder, who 
threw for 1,902 yards and 10 touchdowns 
but was intercepted 15 times. 

Wilder will be surrounded by plenty of 
familiar faces. The entire offensive line, 
anchored by center Tim Cahill, returns in- 
tact. Tight ends Tony Lanza and Chris 
Peucker also are back, along with speedy 
receiver Sergio Hebra and flanker Steve 
Roth. 

Teevens expects a big year from sopho- 
more tailback Doug Dorsey (881 yards 
rushing), who will operate behind the 
blocking of experienced fullback Mike 
Walsh. 

The Black Bears’ defense will need 
some repair work. Steve Violette and 
Dave Bochtler are the only experienced 
returnees to the line and Steve Donahue is 
the best of a questionable linebacking 
corps, The secondary lost three starters, 
leaving only cornerback Jay Davenport. 

The seniors at Massachusetts will be 
playing for their third coach as Jim Reid 
takes over from Bob Stull, who went to 
Texas-El Paso. 

Reid, a Massachusetts assistant since 
1975, inherits a team that shook off three 
straight losing seasons to post a 7-4 record 
and a surprising 4-1 league mark. 

“There won't be any drastic changes,” 
Reid said. “The kids know me and I know 
them,” 

The Minutemen ranked fifth in the six- 
team league last season in total offense, 
but the experience gained by sophomore 
quarterback Dave Palazzi, the confer- 
ence’s top rookie, should change that. Pa- 
lazzi steadily improved and finished the 
"85 season with 1,152 passing yards with 
five touchdowns and five interceptions. 

Palazzi will be in the backfield with sen- 
ior fullback Al Neri and either junior tail- 
back Ted Barrett or sophomore Kevin 
Smellie. Palazzi will throw to experienced 
receivers John Crowley and Dan Rubinet- 
ti. Tight end Mike Kelly is at full strength 
after suffering a shoulder separation in 
1985. 

The offensive line, anchored by guard 
Stan Kaczorowski, returns almost intact 
to make offense a Minuteman strength. 

Defensively, Massachusetts is unsettled 
up front, but linebackers Todd Rundle, 
Paul Manganaro, John McKeown and 
Vito Perrone are solid. Safety Bob Shel- 
mire will need help in the secondary. 

The Minutemen have the all-confer- 
ence punter in Dimitri Yavis, an interest- 
ing athlete who could see emergency ac- 
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tion on Massachusetts’ defensive line. 

Connecticut is looking to break a 
string of five straight losing seasons. Too 
many turnovers and the cancellation of a 
game by a hurricane resulted in a 4-5 rec- 
ord. 

“We played well al times, bul too many 
times we stopped ourselves,” Coach Tom 
Jackson said. “We have to go into the 
game with more confidence.” 

That shouldn't be a problem since the 
Huskies have settled on senior quarter- 
back Peter Lane. Lane, with 1,973 yards 
passing and seven TDs, was the league’s 
second-ranked quarterback behind Ehr- 
hardt, despite throwing 18 interceptions. 

The up-and-coming star, however, is 
sophomore tailback Jeff Gallaher, who 
rushed for 343 yards in the Huskies’ last 
three games after playing sparingly in the 
first six. Junior Terry Antrum is an expe- 
rienced fullback. 

Lane will throw to a good group of re- 
ceivers, including David Dunn, Scott 
Sweitzer, Glenn Antrum and Scott Jen- 
kins. Senior tackle Pat Anglim and red- 
shirt sophomore tackle David Franks 
should be the mainstays on the offensive 
line. 

Connecticut has to replace outstanding 
defensive end Mark Michaels, but nose- 
guard Nate Cotton should be ready for a 
big year. 

Mike Jansen is a strong linebacker and 
the secondary should be much improved 
with the return of academic redshirt 
Dwayne Miller and hard-hitting Scott 
Daniels. 

Last season was a rude introduction for 
first-year Coach Steve Stetson as Boston 
University suffered its worst season (3-8) 
since 1972. 

“We think everybody learned some- 
thing from last season,” Stetson said. 
“We're very optimistic about this year.” 

But Boston U. was hit hard by gradua- 
tion, especially in the offensive line. Tight 
ends Steve Marran and Andy Wise return, 
but the entire interior front is gone. 

The Terriers had trouble choosing be- 
tween quarterbacks Jim Schuman and 
Pat Mancini last year, but Schuman is No. 
1 as this season begins and could be in for 
a productive year, especially if junior tail- 
back Randy Pettus (716 yards rushing) 
helps to establish the running game. Schu- 
man lost top receiver Bill Brooks, but 
Mark Ferrera, Dennis Gadbois (back 
after a pulled hamstring sidelined him in 
1985) and Steve Macri form an excellent 
trio of targets. 

The Terriers defense will count on 
youth. Arnie Galvez, Kevin Murphy, Bill 
Caraher and Tom Ladka should be steady 
up front, but the linebacking corps will be 
thin. Sophomore safety Mark Seals is on 
his way to becoming a top-notch defen- 
sive back. 


Phil Chardis is assistant sports editor of the Man- 
chester (Conn.) Journal Inquirer. 


Off the Ground 


Despite Protest, 
Colonial League 
Is Ready to Fly 


By SCOTT PITONIAK 


he several Holy Cross football fans 

H who collaborated on the scheme 

figured that if they took their pro- 

test to the air, maybe the Colonial League 
wouldn’t get off the ground. 

So, they hired a pilot. During the Col- 
gate-Holy Cross game in Worcester, 
Mass., last September, a single-engine 
plane soared above Fitton Field with an 
advertising streamer fluttering in the 
wind behind it. Each time the plane and 
its “Dump the Colonial League” banner 
passed by, scores of fans from each school 
applauded. 

“We didn’t know if their fans or our fans 
rented the plane because the message 
pretty much summed up the sentiments of 
each school,” one Colgate official joked. 

As the league embarks on its first sea- 
son this fall with Colgate, Holy Cross and 
four other Eastern schools—Lafayette, 
Lehigh, Bucknell and Davidson—the anti- 
Colonial feelings have begun to subside. 
Many of the people involved in the ven- 
ture still are skeptical, but that doubt is 
giving way to the hope that the Colonial 
may blossom into one of the nation’s fin- 
est Division I-AA football conferences. 

“In the beginning, I think many of us 
greeted the idea of the new league with 
suspicion,” said Fred Dunlap, Colgate’s 
longtime football coach and athletic 
director. “We were concerned that with 
all of its proposed restrictions, the league 
signaled a move toward the de-emphasis 
of our respective programs. But I’m feel- 
ing more comfortable with the idea now. 
They are allowing us to maintain spring 
practice, and the athletic directors and 
coaches are being afforded more input.” 

None of the league’s six teams will be 
permitted to participate in the NCAA I-AA 
postseason tournament. Dunlap and the 
league’s other coaches would like to see 
that ban lifted eventually. A possible com- 
promise might be a bowl game featuring 
the champions of the Colonial and Ivy 
leagues, 

“I know the coaches and athletic direc- 
tors of our league are in favor of it, but at 
this point, I believe the Ivy League is split 
on it,” Dunlap said. “It would be a nice 
reward for each league champion to par- 
ticipate in a game like that. It would give 
teams a little extra something to strive 
for.” 

Because of advance scheduling, the Co- 
lonial won’t play a round-robin schedule 
for-a couple of years, although the league 
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Offensive tackle Scott Lesperance (above) will be opening holes for 
Colgate running back Kenny Gamble. 


plans to crown its first champion this fall. 

With the exception of Davidson, for- 
merly a member of the Southern Confer- 
ence, the member schools are former in- 
dependents and are quite familiar with 
each other’s football programs. Some nat- 
ural rivalries such as Lafayette-Lehigh 
and Holy Cross-Colgate already exist. 

On paper, Colgate appears to be the fa- 
vorite to win the initial Colonial title. The 
Red Raiders will sorely miss the passing 
combination of Tom Burgess to I-AA All- 
America wide receiver Tom Stenglein, 
but the return of tailback Kenny Gamble 
should soften the blow. 

Through the years, Colgate has pro- 
duced such outstanding running backs as 
Rich Erenberg, Marv Hubbard and Mark 
van Eeghen, but Gamble could wind up 
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becoming the best of the bunch. The 5- 
foot-11, 185-pound junior rushed for 1,361 
yards and 15 touchdowns last fall. His ca- 
reer total of 1,993 yards rushing is the 
most ever compiled by a Red Raider after 
only two seasons. (See related story, page 
123.) 

The offensive line is talented and expe- 
rienced, with center Erik Rosenmeier 
and tackle Scott Lesperance leading the 
way. Senior Tim Walsh and junior Buddy 
Brown, who combined for 48 catches and 
846 yards last year, will be counted on to 
fill the void of Stenglein, the school’s ca- 
reer receiving leader. 

If senior Mark Hulbert or sophomores 
Damon Phelan and Doug Barker emerge 


Continued 
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BUCKNELL 


Coach: George Landis (first year at Bucknell; 
24-18-11 overall, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 3-7. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Scott Aiello, TE; Brian Callahan, 
WR; Mike Catanzaro, OT; Mike Grosvenor, FB; 
Dave Henry, LB; Chris Keane, OG; Bob Maute, 
DB; Will McFarland, LB; Bob Nesselbush, C; 
Joe Shupp, S; Mark Wisniewski, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Earl Bee- 
cham, TB, 5-6/171, Sr.; Tom Dominick, RB, 5- 
8/180, Sr.; Jim Given, QB, 6-0/187, Jr.; Mike 
Morrow, WR, 6-2/193, Sr.; Darren Rhym, T, 6- 
2/225, Jr. Defense (6): Bret Alexander, T, 6- 
1/225, Sr.; Harry Buell, LB, 6-2/236, Jr.; Zach 
Guyton, E, 6-2/225, Sr.; Scott Lillis, E, 6- 
3/216, Jr.; Matt Mayock, DB, 6-1/190, Soph.; 
Dean Sylvia, LB, 5- 11/198, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Dave Beach, RB, Jr. (medical 
RS); Darin Colucci, QB, Sr. (medical RS); Jon 
Gardner, TE/LB, Soph.; Jamie Keener, DB, Sr.; 
Rob Klawonn, OL, Jr. 


COLGATE 


Coach: Fred Dunlap (66-38-3, 10 years; 115- 
100-5 overall, 21 years) 

1985 Record: 7-3-1. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 40. 

Key Losses: Tom Burgess, QB; Roland Foster, 
DB; Don Franklin, OT; John Grabarits, OG; Bill 
Hecht, DE; Walt Lopus, LB; Dave Reed, DB; 
Tom Stenglein, WR; Mike Todisco, DB; Neil Vi- 
serto, DB; Scott Whyatt, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Buddy 
Brown, FL, 5-9/180, Jr.; Barry Chubb, FB, 5- 
11/194, Sr.; Kenny Gamble, TB, 5-11/185, Jr.; 
Scott Lesperance, T, 6-3/262, Sr.; Erik Rosen- 
meier, C, 6-5/248, Sr.; Brian Smith, G, 6- 
2/255, Jr.; Alan Swan, G, 6-3/234, Sr.; Tim 
Walsh, SE, 6-7/202, Sr. Defense (8): Steve 
Bauman, E, 6-2/211, Sr.; Rocco DiSabatino, 
LB, 6-1/220, Jr.; Tony Khalife, T, 6-2/245, Jr.; 
Jim Kietzman, T, 6-3/262, Jr.; Greg Manusky, 
LB, 6-3/220, Jr.; Dan Nole, LB, 6-3/228, 
Soph.; Sheldon Spicer, CB, 5-9/174, Jr.; Kyle 
Warwick, E, 6-2/201, dr. 

Key Returnees: Doug Barker, QB, Soph.; Don 
Charney, P, Soph.; Mark Hulbert, QB, Sr.; 
Damon Phelan, QB, Soph.; Mike Powers, K, Sr. 


DAVIDSON 


Coach: Vic Gatto (1-10, 1 year; 45-55-4 over- 
all, 13 years) 

1985 Record: 1-10. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Micah Downing, LB; Roger Gore, 
OG; Lou Krempel, CG; Andy Macary, DT; Jay 
Poag, WR; Keith Rawlins, OT; Tony Smith, DB; 
Russ West, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): Steve Brad- 
ley, QB, 6-4/215, Sr.; Aaron Edwards, WB, 5- 
9/170, Jr, Defense (5): Marcus Allen, E, 6- 
1/226, Sr.; Doug Neil, DB, 6-1/190, Sr; 
Charles Showers, T, 6- 1/235, Sr.; Gary Stew- 
art, OB, 6-1/190, Sr.; David Trontz, LB, 5- 
10/180, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Emanuel Burch, NG, Jr.; Don- 
ald Davis, WR, Jr.; Mike Jones, RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Peter Hughes, QB. 


HOLY CROSS 


Coach: Mark Duffner (first year at Holy Cross) 
1985 Record: 4-6-1, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Leo Carlin, SE; Brian Collins, DT; 
Chuck Doyle, FB; Gill Fenerty, TB; John Hack- 
ney, DE; Ed Kutschke, DT; Greg Laugeni, TE; 
Craig Millett, C; Dave Nelison, MG; Tom Pat- 
ton, DE; Kevin Reilly, OL; Brendan Sullivan, OL. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Craig Clarkin, 
OL, 6-2/230, Jr.; Ron George, G, 6-1/215, Jr.; 
Lee Hull, SE, 6-0/ 190, Jr.; Frank Kutschke, G, 
6-5/250, Sr.; Jeff Wiley, QB, 5-10/170, Soph. 
Defense (6): Pat Barry, DB, 6-0/180, Sr.; 
Byron Dixon, DB, 6-0/180, Jr.; Gordon Lock- 
baum, DB, 5-11/185, Jr. (switched to TB); 
Jerry McCabe, LB, 6-1/215, Sr.; Scott Rudy, 
LB, 6-1/225, Sr.; John Vesprani, S, 6-2/185, 
Sr, 

Key Returnees: Bill Coddington, DB, Soph.; 
David Jones, TB, Jr.; Chris Lucas, DB, Sr.; Rob 
McGovern, LB, Soph.; Steve Southard, MG, 
Sr.; Bill Young, K, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Willie Bradford, TB; Gary 
Cuozzo, QB; Tim Donovan, TB; A.J. Nieman, 
QB (transfer, Cincinnati). 


LAFAYETTE 


Coach; Bill Russo (33-20, 5 years; 48-35 
overall, 8 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Frank Gaziano, LB; Mike King, DT; 
Craig Parsons, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Frank Baur, 
QB, 6-4/205, Soph.; Bruce Mcintyre, HB, 5- 
11/197, Sr.; Marty Horne, G, 6-5/272, Sr; 
Chris Thatcher, T, 6-4/275, Sr. Defense (3): 
Charles Brantley, E, 6-1/234, Sr.; Mike Jo- 
seph, S, 6-0/201, Jr.; Joe Yanek, CB, 6-0/ 180, 
Sr, 

Key Returnees; Robert Ball, OT, Sr.; Kurt 
Bowman, HB, Soph.; Maurice Caldwell, FL, 
Soph.; Joe Coffey, DE, Sr.; Horace Davis, LB, 
Jr.; Ken Ennis, OG, Sr.; Joe Genduso, P, Sr.; 
Tighe Gillis, S, Jr.; Jim Johnson, SE, Jr.; J.-L. 
Lechner, FL, Jr.; Dave MacPhee, S, Jr.; Randy 
Mellinger, DT, Sr.; Dwayne Norris, OB, Soph.; 
Ryan Priest, HB, Sr. (RS); Mike Renzi, K, Sr.; 
Hector Romero, MG, Jr.; Mike Shumaker, LB, 
Jr.; Kevin Williams, CB, Soph. 


LEHIGH 


Coach: Hank Small (first year at Lehigh) 

1985 Record: 5-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Rennie Benn, SE; Greg Exarcha- 
kis, OT; Marty Horn, QB; Carl Horstmann, LB; 
Todd Melton, FL; Kevin Mitchell, OT; Mike Mu- 
chowski, S; Maurice Murphy, OG; Jim Rovito, 
DT; John Tamburo, FB; Wes Walton, NG; Dave 
Whitehead, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Lee Blum, 
TB, 5-8/185, Soph.; Adrian Gorsline, T, 6- 
5/305, Sr.; Randy Miller, TE, 6-4/220, Sr.; Joe 
Uliana, G, 6-5/261, Sr. Defense (10): Steve 
Apa, S, 5-9/190, Sr.; Steve Banco, CB/P, 6- 
2/200, Jr.; Matt Cichocki, S, 6-1/192, Sr.; 
Keith Curtis, LB, 6- 1/216, Jr.; Clifton Hubbard, 
CB, 5-10/180, Jr.; Mike Kosko, T, 6-0/241, 
Sr.; Mike Petersen, S, 6-1/ 193, Jr.; Kevin Rife, 
LB, 6-1/232, Jr.; Lou Sofianakos, LB, 6-0/215, 
Sr; Jeff Supp, LB, 6-0/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Beattie, K, Jr.; Greg Cas- 
ten, WR, Sr.; Roger Faison, TB, Sr.; Jim Harris, 
QB, Jr.; Tim Jent, QB, Soph.; Tom Keer, QB, 
Soph,; Sean Pitzer, TB, Jr.; Kevin Stansberry, 
TB, Jr. 
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at quarterback, the Red Raiders could 
have a big year offensively. 

Tackle Tony Khalife and linebacker 
Greg Manusky are the defensive leaders. 
Their respective tiers of the defense are 
sound, but Dunlap must conduct a major 
overhaul of the secondary. 

“We are looking forward to the chal- 
lenge of winning the first Colonial League 
championship,” Dunlap said. “The league 
championship gives us an objective since 
we are no longer permitted to participate 
in the NCAA playoffs.” 

At Holy Cross, the football program will 
attempt to pick up the pieces following 
the tragic death of Crusaders Coach Rick 
Carter after last season. 

Mark Duffner, a defensive assistant 
with Holy Cross before his promotion to 
head coach last February, has several 
graduation holes to plug. His top priority 
will be to find a replacement for All- 
America tailback Gill Fenerty, the 
school’s all-time rushing leader with 3,680 
yards. 

Duffner will switch Gordon Lockbaum, 
a two-year starter in the secondary, to 
tailback. Lockbaum was a tremendous 
running back in high school. Junior David 
Jones, who backed up Fenerty last fall, 
and incoming freshmen Tim Donovan 
and Willie Bradford also will battle for the 
position. 

The quarterback job belongs to Jeff 
Wiley, although the sophomore could re- 
ceive competition from A.J. Nieman, a 
sophomore transfer from Cincinnati, or 
freshman Gary Cuozzo, son of the former 
National Football League quarterback of 
the same name. 

Guards Ron George and Frank 
Kutschke are the leaders of an offensive 
line that lacks depth. Junior Lee Hull, one 
of many talented Crusader receivers, 
could establish himself as one of the Colo- 
nial’s top big-play men. 

Another offensive threat is placekicker 
Bill Young, who connected on nine of 13 
field goals and all 17 of his extra-point at- 
tempts last fall. 

Holy Cross lost its entire defensive line 
to graduation, although senior Steve 
Southard could step into a prominent role 
at middle guard. The rest of the squad is 
experienced and deep. 

Foremost among the defenders is sen- 
ior linebacker Jerry McCabe, who owns 
the school single-season record for tack- 
les (178) and has attracted the attention of 
several NFL scouts, Safety John Vesprani 
also is an honors candidate. 

For four seasons, Lehigh’s passing com- 
bination of Marty Horn to Rennie Benn 
terrorized opposing secondaries. Horn 
threw for 9,120 yards and 62 touchdowns, 
while Benn made 237 catches for 3,662 
yards and 44 touchdowns, 

But that era has passed, and new Le- 
high Coach Hank Small will be relying 
more on his ground game this fall. 


ary. 


It’s a pretty good idea, considering that 
the Engineers have four players with 
starting experience returning at tailback. 
Topping the depth chart is Lee Blum, who 
led the team in rushing (714 yards) as a 
freshman last fall. Backing him up will be 
Roger Faison, Kevin Stansberry and Sean 
Pitzer, a productive trio that combined for 
525 yards rushing and 231 receiving last 
season. 

Small, who was hired after former 
coach John Whitehead was elevated to 
athletic director, is looking for a quarter- 
back, but the leading candidate, junior 
Jim Harris, threw only two passes a year 
ago. Senior Greg Casten probably will 
take over Benn’s spot. 

The offensive and defensive lines both 
must be rebuilt. The strength of the Engi- 


Senior safety Matt Cichocki is the leader in Lehigh’s talented second- \ 


neer defense is the linebacking, which re- 
turns almost a full crew. The best of the 
bunch is senior Jeff Supp, a two-year start- 
er and the team’s leading tackler last sea- 
son. Senior Matt Cichocki heads an equal- 
ly strong secondary. 

Coach Bill Russo has a streak of five 


non-losing seasons at Lafayette, but he’ll 


need help from his young players to ex- 
tend it to six. 

“It will be a challenge to put together 
the next cycle,” said Russo, who must re- 
place 15 starters. 

One position he won’t have to worry 
about is running back, where seniors 
Bruce McIntyre and Ryan Priest return. 
Priest, who has rushed for 2,477 yards in 
his career, is battling back from a knee 
injury he suffered in the second game last 


fall. (See related story, page 119.) He 
missed spring practice but is expected to 
be ready for this season and needs only 43 
yards to become the school’s career rush- 
ing leader. McIntyre, who rushed for 791 
yards after replacing Priest, will begin 
the season as Lafayette’s starting half- 
back. 

The Leopards also figure to showcase a 
potent passing attack. Russo is high on 
sophomore quarterback Frank Baur, who 
started the final five games in 1985, pass- 
ing for 1,075 yards. 

“We have to develop Baur into a real 
top-notch threat throwing the football,” 
Russo said. “We’re not going to be able to 
roughhouse people the way we might 
have last year.” 

That’s because the offensive line will 
feature several untested players, although 
senior Chris Thatcher is impressive at 
tackle. 

Lafayette was hit hardest on defense, 
and at linebacker in particular. The top 
veteran is end Charles Brantley, a senior 
who has recorded six sacks in each of the 
last two seasons. 

George Landis is used to building jobs 
like the one he faces at Bucknell. Before 
taking the position last January, Landis 
coached at Bloomsburg (Pa.), a Division 
II program that had recorded only five 
winning seasons in 25 years before Landis 
came along. His fourth team finished 12-1 
last fall after advancing to the semifinals 
of the Division II playoffs. 

Landis has switched from the wing-T to 
the I-formation to utilize the talents of 
tailback Earl Beecham, the Bison’s lead- 
ing scorer and rusher (549 yards) in ’85. 
Junior Jim Given will return at quarter- 
back, although he is expected to be 
pushed by several underclassmen. Wide 
receivers George Long and Mike Morrow 
are surehanded pass catchers. 

No budding stars are evident on Buck- 
nell’s defense, which will be switching 
from a 4-4-3 to multiple alignments. 

“We will have a considerably different 
look than Bucknell teams of recent 
years,” Landis said. 

Second-year Coach Vic Gatto also faces 
a major reconstruction project at David- 
son, where the former Harvard great has 
his work cut out for him. A 21-17 victory 
over Wofford was the only thing that sepa- 
rated Gatto and Davidson from a 0-11 rec- 
ord last fall. 

Only 30 lettermen return, and of that 
total, only seven are starters. One of the 
returnees is senior quarterback Steve 
Bradley, whom Gatto said may throw 
about 40 passes per game in addition to 
running the triple option. 

“We hope to be exciting offensively,” 
the coach said. 

Despite the presence of a player named 
Marcus Allen (a talented senior end), the 
Wildcats probably won't be too exciting 
defensively. Mi 
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Lowly Howard 
Could Be Ready 
To Make Noise 


By DONALD HUNT 


early three years have passed 
since Howard won a Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference game, but a 
lot of folks around the league are con- 
vinced that the Bison could go on a stam- 
pede in 1986. 

Howard has not won a conference 
game since September 17, 1983, when it 
triumphed over Bethune-Cookman, 20-17, 
It was the only game the Bison won that 
fall, and in the two years since then it has 
won a total of six contests. None of those 
victories has come against a Division I 
school, unless you count Morgan State, 
which didn’t officially graduate from the 
Division II ranks until this year. 

So why the sudden respect for Howard? 

“They had a number of underclassmen 
the last two years,” explained Bethune- 
Cookman Coach Larry Little, whose Wild- 
cats won the league championship in 1984. 
“These guys made some mistakes due to 
lack of experience. However, I'm sure 
(Coach) Willie (Jeffries) is going to have 
his team well prepared this year. He’s got 
a very talented group. In my opinion, 
they're ready to make a move in the con- 
ference.” 

Coach Bill Collick of reigning MEAC 
champion Delaware State echoed Little’s 
opinion. 

“Howard started to really come on 
strong toward the end of last season,” Col- 
lick said. “They had several players on 
the all-conference team. Most of them 
were very young, too. I know a lot of peo- 
ple will be talking about North Carolina 
A&T because of (quarterback Alan) 
Hooker, and rightly so. But Howard looks 
like the team to beat.” 

Indeed, the Bison won four of its last six 
games in '85—over Virginia State, Norfolk 
State, Morehouse (Ga.) and Morgan State. 
And Jeffries, who is entering his third 
year as Bison coach, can’t help but be ex- 
cited about his maturing squad. 

“For the first time we'll have some ex- 
perience coming back,” Jeffries said. 
“Most of these kids suffered through the 
hard times. They've learned from their 
mistakes. We’ve got 38 players returning. 
That’s probably more than any other 
team in the league.” 

Jeffries has a good stable of runners to 
key his ground attack. Juniors Harvey 
Reed and Ronnie Epps combined for 1,044 
yards rushing last fall, while junior 
Tyrone Johnson and sophomore Keith 
Wilkins are useful in short-yardage situa- 
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has enough talent to make a 
1986 title run. 


tions. 

“We're going to try to keep the ball on 
the ground,” Jeffries said. “Harvey and 
Ronnie are two of the best backs in the 
league. They have good speed in the open 
field. They also do a fine job of cutting 
back across the grain. 

“When they get tired, we'll give John- 
son and Wilkins some carries, They don't 
have a lot of speed, but they're good in- 
side power runners.” 

Reed and Epps will be taking handoffs 
from Lee Debose, who replaced quarter- 
back Leon Brown as a freshman last fall. 
Debose completed only 39.3 percent of his 
passes for 744 yards, but these figures 
were better than Brown's. Debose also 
was a better scrambler. 

“Debose will be the key to our offense,” 
Jeffries said. “Lee’s ability to run the of- 
fense extremely well enabled us to win 
those games at the end of the year. We'll 
need that type of efficiency from him 
again this year.” 

Debose has a good pair of receivers in 
juniors Tony McClain and Curtis Chappell. 
Both players averaged more than 20 
yards per catch while combining for 957 
yards receiving. 
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| Howard Coach Willie Jeffries 


A Bison Stampede? 


Jeffries expects vast improvement in 
his offensive line. Juniors Calvert Thom- 
as, Eric Moore and Roy Pierson and soph- 
omore Pat Boyd should be able to open up 
some gaping holes. 

“They're all very good run blockers,” 
Jeffries said. ‘These guys are familiar 
with our blocking schemes. They’re going 
to move some people around the field. I’m 
really pleased with the way they come off 
the ball. Thomas and Moore received all- 
league (second team) honors for their 
performances last year. 

“We have some very good running 
backs. But we have a terrific offensive 
line, which is even better, In my opinion, 
you need the people up front to get the 
offense rolling.” 

And you need some good defenders to 
keep games within reach. Howard had 
the league’s worst defense last year, but a 
year’s experience should work wonders 
for the Bison this fall. 

Leading what figures to be a fierce pass 
rush is all-conference nose tackle Billy 
Dores. He will be supported by senior 
Reggie Miles and junior Curtis Stokes. 

Howard's other defensive stalwarts are 
All-MEAC linebacker Marvin Jackson, 
who ranked second in the league in tack- 
les with 116 last fall, and safeties Willie 
Johnson (six interceptions as a freshman) 
and Conrad Austin. 

“If we can stop the other team from 
scoring, we'll be in good shape,” Jeffries 
said. “We have a ball-control offense, so 
we'll be able to use up a lot of time. We're 
going to have some different looks. 

“We plan to be very aggressive defen- 
sively. We're going to be blitzing and 
changing defenses constantly. We would 
like to be able to dictate what's going to 
happen.” 

Delaware State may have some trouble 
trying to make things happen offensively 
this fall. The Hornets will try to retain 
their league crown without the services of 
split end John Taylor, the MEAC Offen- 
sive Player of the Year. 

“John did it all for us,” said Collick, who 
earned league Coach of the Year honors 
after directing the Hornets to a 9-2 record 
a year ago. “He caught passes, returned 
punts and kickoffs. He’s a very talented 
player and should be a great pro.” 

Predictably, the loss of Taylor, who 
scored 15 touchdowns and compiled 922 
yards receiving, will change the Hornets’ 
offensive strategy. 

“We won't have much of a passing 
game,” Collick said, ‘so we'll have to 
move the ball on the ground.” 

Fortunately for Collick, Delaware State 
has one of the league’s best backfield tan- 
dems in All-MEAC fullback Terrance 
Hoover and halfback Reggie Barnes. 
Hoover rushed for 962 yards and eight 
touchdowns as a sophomore last fall, 
while Barnes is coming off a freshman 
campaign in which he gained 595 yards in 


offense into high gear. 


a non-starting role. 

“Terrance runs with a lot of power,” 
Collick said. ““He’s great in short-yardage 
situations. He picked up some crucial 
yards on third down. Reggie has good 
speed in the open field. He’s capable of 
breaking a long run any time.” 

Sophomore quarterback Mike Walker, 
who connected on 53.2 percent of his 


passes for 836 yards, should be improved 
with a year’s experience. He will be work- 
ing behind a solid line that includes all- 
conference performers Chris Jones and 
Tony Danzey. 

The Hornets will be even stronger de- 
fensively with the return of virtually 
every starter. All-MEAC linebackers Ber- 
tram Chew and Dan Coppedge are gone, 
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but tackle Dan Candeloro is back. The 
6-foot, 300-pound senior could be the 
league’s top pro prospect. 

“I don’t think there’s a player in the 
league who can stop him,” Collick said. 
“He doesn’t count solely on his strength. 
He can overpower you and use his quick- 
ness, too. 

“He'll probably face a lot of double- 
teaming like all the great players do. But 
he’ll get some help from two sophomore 
linemen, Robert Presbury and Lybrant 
Robinson. Our defensive line is talented 
enough to contain the run and put 
pressure on the quarterback.” 

Two-time All-MEAC safety Joe Burton 
leads a proven secondary, but the line- 
backing is suspect. 

“We'll have to work a lot harder to stay 
on top,” Collick said. “After going unde- 
feated in league competition, I’m sure a 
lot of teams will be gearing up for us. But 
we'll be ready.” 

Bethune-Cookman will be among the 
teams with a legitimate shot at stripping 
Delaware State of its title. But the Wild- 
cats will have to do it without the nucleus 
of their high-powered offense: strong- 
throwing quarterback Bernard Hawk, all- 
conference wide receiver Sebastian 
Brown, All-MEAC tight end Arthur Sim- 
mons and running back King Green. 

“Obviously, we won't be the offensive 
threat that we were last year,” Little said. 
“But that doesn’t mean we won't be as ag- 
gressive.” 

Little will be depending on junior quar- 
terback Greg Ross, running backs Andre 
Harper and Kevin Finnie and wide receiv- 
er Remi Watson to generate some scoring 
power. 

“These guys are fine replacements,” 
Little said. “The only player who doesn’t 
have a lot of experience is Greg Ross, and 
that’s because he played behind Bernard 
Hawk. 

“We probably won't throw the ball as 
much as we did last year. We'll try to es- 
tablish a running game first and then go 
to the air.” 

All-conference tackle Donava Fann bol- 
sters an experienced offensive line. 

Defensively, the Wildcats have a host of 
fine players such as linebacker Johnny 
Butts, tackle Tommy King and defensive 
backs Mark Irvin and Avery McCree. 
Irvin made 73 tackles and intercepted 
three passes en route to All-MEAC honors 
a year ago. 

“He plays safety like a center fielder,” 
Little said. 

The Wildcats have another threat in 
all-conference placekicker Manny Mano- 
las, who kicked 12 field goals and 28 of 29 
extra-point tries as a freshman last fall. 

“He’s our ace in the hole,” Little said. 

North Carolina A&T’s ace in the hole is 
Alan Hooker. The all-conference quarter- 


Continued 
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BETHUNE -COOKMAN 
Coach: Larry Little (17-11-1, 3 years) 


1985 Record: 6-4; MEAC: 3-1/2nd. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Sebastian Brown, WR; James 
Graham, RB; King Green, RB; Bernard Hawk, 
QB; Ernest Samuels, TE; Arthur Simmons, 
TE/WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Wallace Aris- 
tide, C, 6-1/250, Jr.; Moises Cuxart, T, 6- 
2/275, Sr.; Donova Fann, T, 6-4/260, Sr.; Mi- 
chael Floyd, G, 6-3/250, Soph.; Robby 
McGuire, G, 6-6/300, Sr.; Remi Watson, WR, 
5-11/165, Jr. Defense (10): Johnny Butts, LB, 
6-0/205, Sr.; Mark Irvin, DB, 5-10/185, Jr.; 
Tommy King, 6-0/270, Soph.; Avery McCree, 
DB, 6-2/175, Jr.; Greg Moss, E, 6-3/255, Sr.; 
Dwight Oliver, E, 6-3/260, Sr.; Andre Pugh, 
DB, 6-3/185, Soph.; Craig Smith, LB, 5- 
11/230, Sr.; Ghris Stewart, DB, 5-11/175, Jr.; 
Terry Williams, LB, 5-11/190, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Marcus Brown, DB, Jr.; Kevin 
Finnie, RB, Soph.; Andre Harper, RB, Jr.; Errol 
Laster, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Ronald Edwards, LB (JC); 
Howard Fisher, 0B (RS); Greg Ross, QB 
(RS). 


DELAWARE STATE 


Coach: Bill Collick (9-2, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 9-2; MEAC; 4-0/ Ist. 

Offense: Wing-T. Defense: Split 6. 

Key Losses: Bill Alston, CB; Virgil Blocker, C; 
Bertram Chew, LB; Eldridge Comer, HB; Dan 
Coppedge, LB; Duane Henry, HB; John Taylor, 
SE; Desmond Wynn, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Tony Danzey, 
G, 6-1/250, Jr.; Jack Downs, G, 6- 1/250, Jr.; 
Terrance Hoover, FB, 5-9/205, Jr.; Chris 
Jones, C, 6-2/260, Sr.; Justin Proctor, T, 6- 
4/260, Soph.; Mike Walker, QB, 6-2/195, 
Soph. Defense (10): Kevin Bryant, LB, 6- 
1/280, Jr.; Joe Burton, S, 6-4/200, Sr.; Dan 
Gandeloro, T, 6-0/300, Sr.; Mike Cherry, CB, 
6-1/185, Sr.; Todd Drew, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; 
Charles Loney, T, 6-2/280, Soph.; Robert 
Presbury, E, 6-2/250, Soph.; Lybrant Robin- 
son, E, 6-5/225, Soph.; Willie Sheppard, CB, 
6-2/ 180, Jr.; Andre Williams, LB, 6-0/230, Jr, 
Key Returnees: Reggie Barnes, HB, Soph.; 
Gerald Cordova, TE, Jr.; John Lane, P/QB, Jr. 
(RS); Oliver Maull, LB, Sr.; David Parkinson, 
K, Soph.; John Stone, RB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Raymond Knott, OL (RS); 
Gavin Milligan, LB; Brian Taltoan, DT, 


HOWARD 


Coach: Willie Jeffries (6-15, 2 years; 77-60-6 
overall, 12 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7; MEAC; 0-4/5th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Loss: Chuck Taylor, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (11): Pat Boyd, G, 
6-2/290, Soph.; Curtis Chappell, WR, 6- 
0/170, Jr.; Lee DuBose, QB, 5-11/180, Soph.; 
Ronnie Epps, FB, 5- 11/205, Jr.; Jimmie John- 
son, TE, 6-3/235, Jr.; ur.; Tony McClain, WR, 
§-10/170, Jr.; Todd Meiklejohn, C, 6-4/250, 
Soph.,; Eric Moore, G, 6-2/285, Jr.; Roy Pier- 
son, T, 6-5/295, Jr.; Harvey Reed, TB, 6- 
0/180, Jr.; Clavert Thomas, T, 6-4/270, Jr. 
Defense (10): Conrad Austin, S, 6-0/170, Jr.; 
Billy Dores, NT, 6-1/255, Jr.; Marty Graves, 
LB, 6-3/225, Soph.; Sheldon Hamilton, E, 6- 
3/210, Jr.; Robert Hancock, CB, 6-0/185, 
Soph.; Marvin Jackson, LB, 6- 1/220, Jr.; Willie 
Johnson, S, 6-1/180, Soph.; Reggie Miles, T, 
6-4/260, Sr.; Darryou Robinson, E, 6-1/215, 
Jr.; Curtis Stokes, T, 6- 1/235, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Leon Brown, QB, Jr.; Michael 
Clarington, LB, Soph.; Doug Dickerson, DB, 
Sr.; Derrick Faison, WR, Soph.; Fred Killings, 
TB, Soph.; Kevin Weeks, DT, Sr. 


MORGAN STATE 


Coach: Jesse Thomas (0-9, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 0-9; ineligible in conference. 
Offense: Wing-T. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Michael Carter, C; David Collins, 
LB; Jeff Green, LB; Alfonso Harris, RB; Ted 
Rogers, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Bruce Battle, 
RB, 5-10/165, Jr.; Reggie Burgess, WR, 5- 
10/152, Jr.; Kenneth Long, G, 6-0/200, Soph.; 
Calvin Montgomery, T, 6-4/285, Soph.; Paul 
Pendergast, G, 6-2/254, Jr.; Keith Rogers, FB, 
5-10/205, Sr.; Byron Wickham, TE, 5-11/195, 
Jr; Leslie Wilson, QB, 5-9/160, Soph. Defense 
(9): Charles Brooks, LB, 6-0/230, Sr.; David 
Crawford, CB,5-10/175, Jr; William Foye, T, 
6-3/245, Soph.; Alton Gawdy, S, 5-10/175, 
Jr; Donald Hart, E, 6-0/206, Soph.; Charles 
McFadden, NT, 6-1/315, Soph.; David Meg- 
gett, CB, 5-9/170, Jr.; Julian Perkins, E, 6- 
0/190, Sr.; Allen Polston, LB, 5- 10/185, Soph. 
Key Returnees: Brent Carter, C, Jr.; Anthony 
Clark, OT, Soph.; Robert Hampton, S, Soph.; 
William Johnson, K/P, Soph.; Marco Kornegay, 
RB, Soph.; Donald Smith, P/K, Jr. 


NORTH CAROLINA A&T 


Coach: Mo Forte (13-28-1, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; MEAG: 2-3/4th. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Jessie Britt, SE; Johnnie Coleman, 
LB; Markus Hager, DE; Steve McCormick, OG; 
Larry Taylor, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Deangelo 
Bell, T, 6-4/330, Sr.; Ken Canion, G, 6-3/245, 
Sr.; Marvin Christian, C, 6-2/240, Jr.; Herbert 
Harbison, WR, 5-9/155, Sr.; Alan Hooker, QB, 
6-2/175, Jr.; Garlos Judge, T, 6-2/255, Sr; 
Stoney Polite, TB, 5-9/215, Jr.; Robert Shiv- 
ers, FB, 6-2/240, Sr. Defense (9); Chris Bar- 
ber, CB, 6-1/185, Sr.; Tim Brown, DB, 5- 
11/180, Soph.; Rodney Dickerson, T, 6-3/260, 
Jr.; Frank Newman, T, 6-2/234, Sr.; Ernest 
Riddick, NG, 5-11/240, Sr.; Broderick Rouse, 
DB, 6-1/185, Soph.; Tim Scott, LB, 6-2/210, 
Sr.; Joe Summerset, DB, 5-9/165, Soph.; De- 
mont Vann, LB, 6-4/205, Soph, 

Key Returnees: Anthony Best, FL, Jr.; James 
Fennell, LB, Soph.; Kelvin Lee, OT, ur.; Mike 
Mobley, LB, Soph.; Eduardo Turnbull, LB, 
Soph. 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 


Coach: Dennis Thomas (first year at South 
Carolina State) 

1985 Record: 5-6; MEAC; 3-2/3rd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Lance Bonner, OG; Antonio Ca~- 
meron, LB; Ken Conley, DE; Sam Felder, CB; 
Gerald Foggie, FB; Terry Nichols, DE; David 
Norman, WR; Bruce Sykes, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Gary Bridges, 
C, 6-3/250, Sr.; Anthony Burgess, FB, 6- 
0/229, Sr.; Roy Ferguson, T, 5-10/295, Jr.; 
Charles Glaze, QB, 6-0/ 190, Sr.; Harley Griffin, 
G, 6-2/260, Sr.; Rusty Hinton, T, 6-5/307, Sr.; 
Eric Smith, WAR, 5- 10/178, Soph.; Robert 
Tyler, TE, 6-5/253, Jr. Defense (6): John 
Bates, T, 6-2/261, Soph.; James Carmichael, 
LB, 6-3/225, Sr.; Dwayne Harper, CB, 5- 
10/163, Jr.; Wesley McGriff, S, 5-9/188, 
Soph.; Javan Ross, T, 6-5/258, Jr.; Eddie 
Smith, LB, 6-3/228, Sr. 

Key Returnees: David Ammons, DT, Soph.; Er- 
nest Cooke, RB, Jr.; Roscoe Darnell, QB, Sr.; 
Ellis Hawkins, LB, Jr.; Roy Norman, CB, Soph.; 
Herbert Scofield, LB, Jr.; Randy Smith, LB, 
Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Marco Elliott, OT (RS); Ron 
Geohaghan, FB (RS); Franklin Mack, LB 
(RS); Kevin McGee, DB (RS); Darren Stro- 
man, DB (RS). 
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back completed 51.4 percent of his passes 
for 2,066 yards and 24 touchdowns last 
year. (See related story, page 122.) 

“We're going to be an exciting team,” 
Hooker said. “We'll be able to put some 
points on the scoreboard.” 

Hooker's favorite target is Herbert Har- 
bison, a senior wide receiver who made 
58 receptions for 730 yards a year ago. 
Also back is tailback Stoney Polite, who 
rushed for 654 yards, and fullback Robert 
Shivers. 

The offensive line was weakened, how- 
ever, by the loss of All-MEAC guard Steve 
McCormick. Senior tackle Deangelo Bell 
is the best of Coach Maurice (Mo) Forte’s 
linemen. 

The Aggie defense returns nine start- 
ers, but it won't be the same without all- 
conference linebacker Johnnie Coleman, 
who paced the league with an incredible 
160 tackles last fall. 

Forte has a full crew returning in the 
secondary, including All-MEAC corner- 
back Chris Barber and sophomore Tim 
Brown. All-conference noseguard Ernest 
Riddick is tough up front, 

South Carolina State is in a transition 
period after the resignation of Bill Davis, 
who had coached the Bulldogs for seven 
seasons. He was replaced by Dennis 
Thomas, a former assistant at Alcorn 
State. 

Thomas built some of the nation’s top 
defenses at Alcorn, It will take that kind 
of genius to turn around a squad that 
ranked next to last in the league in total 
defense a year ago. 

“Tt’s not going to be easy,” Thomas said. 
“l realize they gave up a lot of points last 
year. I'm not expecting a complete turn- 
around immediately.” 

The Bulldogs’ best defenders are all- 
conference tackle John Bates, linebacker 
James Carmichael and cornerback 
Dwayne Harper, 

Offensively, guard Harley Griffin is the 
standout on a seasoned offensive line. Sen- 
ior Charles Glaze is solid at quarterback, 
and fullback Anthony Burgess is a power- 
ful inside runner, But All-MEAC fullback 
Gerald Foggie will be missed. 

“We would like to win the league cham- 
pionship,” Thomas said, “but realistically, 
T wouldn’t mind having a .500 season. You 
have to crawl before you walk.” 

At Morgan State, Bears fans would be 
happy to see their team just crawl. The 
Bears haven't won a game since 1983. 

It probably will be awhile before Mor- 
gan State is walking proud again. Most of 
Coach Jesse Thomas’ players will be 
young following the departure of a num- 
ber of starters. Wide receiver Reggie Bur- 
gess could make some noise, however. 

The Bears will be eligible to win the 
MEAC title this fall, but a victory or two 
might be reward enough. @ 


Donald Hunt covers college sports for the Phila- 
delphia Tribune. 


Fat Is Beautiful 


John Settle Is 
Mountaineers’ 
‘Heavyweight’ 


By GLENN ROLLINS 


he numbers rung up by Appalachi- 
i an State’s incredible senior tail- 


back hardly seem possible from a 
player known as “Fat Boy.” 

But that’s what teammates call John 
Settle. And in fact, Settle sometimes wad- 
dies through warmups as if he has sore 
feet or is afraid to work up a sweat. 

But he is not fat—not anymore, anyway 
—and he sure isn’t lazy. Settle, who now 
stands 5-foot-9 and weighs 202 pounds, 
rushed for 1,340 yards in 11 games as a 
junior, making him the fifth-leading rush- 
er in Division I-AA last season. He 
averaged 121.8 yards per game and 5.3 
yards per carry and scored 14 touch- 
downs, 

Not bad for a kid called Fat Boy. 

“That nickname is from when I first got 
here,” said Settle, who was raised a short 
distance up the Blue Ridge Mountains in 
Ruffin, N.C. “I weighed about 220, and the 
guys said I looked a little, uh, you know, 
fat in my uniform. 

“Now it doesn’t matter how low I get. I 
got down to 190 my sophomore year and 
they still called me ... that.” 

Settle’s weight doesn’t seem to be a 
problem as he has led the Mountaineers 
in rushing the last three seasons. He 
gained 613 yards en route to Southern 
Conference Freshman of the Year honors 
in 1983 and followed that up with a 795- 
yard performance as a sophomore. With 
2,748 yards, Settle already is the school's 
all-time leading rusher. 

Nevertheless, he caught a lot of grief 
from his teammates last season when he 
was caught from behind on an 86-yard run 
against The Citadel and stumbled across 
the goal line. 

“But I’ve worked on my speed since 
then,” the All-Southern pick said. “I don’t 
plan to get ‘walked down’ again.” 

Settle is no jet. He’s more like a finely 
tuned land rover, as South Carolina line- 
backer Kenneth Robinson discovered 
when Settle gained 193 yards on 25 carries 
against the Gamecocks last year. 

“He ran hard all night and broke a lot 
of tackles,” Robinson recalled. “He was 
just following his blockers, and when he'd 
see a hole, he'd hit it.” 

With Settle, who did not fumble in his 
final 10 games and 239 rushes last year, 
and most of his same blockers back, the 
Mountaineers will aim for their first 
Southern title since joining the league in 
1971. They finished second last fall with a 


Tailback Robbie Gardner re- 
turns to Furman after missing 
most of the 1985 season. 


6-1 league record (8-3 overall). 

“We're in the best shape at receiver we 
have been in many years,” said Coach 
Sparky Woods, who has seven experi- 
enced tight ends and wide receivers, led 
by senior Troy Douglas (31 catches for 503 
yards last fall). 

Throwing the ball again will be quarter- 
back Todd Payton, who completed 54.8 
percent of his passes for 1,162 yards a 
year ago. He will be protected by an of- 
fensive line that returns four of five start- 
ers. All-conference tackle Mike Callaway, 
who allowed no sacks in '85, is expected to 
be at full strength after undergoing back 
surgery last January. Fellow tackle James 
Hardman should be even better with one 
season’s experience on the offensive side 
of the ball after spending two years on the 
defensive line. 

The Mountaineers have another threat 
in running back Tim Sanders, who earned 
league Freshman of the Year honors by 
rushing for 419 yards as Settle’s backup. 

The Mountaineers are tough defen- 
sively, too. They allowed only 9.9 points 


per game last year, the lowest figure 
among all I-AA schools. 

Eight defensive starters return, but the 
losses were significant. Woods’ biggest 
problem will be replacing All-America 
linebacker Dino Hackett, who made 200 
tackles last season, and All-Southern cor- 
nerback Struggy Smith, 

All four starters return up front, includ- 
ing all-conference performers Anthony 
Downs at tackle and Chris Melick at end. 
Senior Cedric Felton, who already has 
made more tackles than any other Moun- 
taineer ever, patrols one inside line- 
backer post, while Kenny Blacknell is 
tough on the outside. Led by cornerback 
Jimmy Armstrong, the starting three-man 
secondary is strong, but injuries in the fall 
might expose a depth problem. 

This surplus of talented players has 
caused many observers to consider Appa- 
lachian State a front-runner in the league 
race this fall. But several other teams 
have legitimate shots at the title, and the 
Mountaineers aren’t about to let all the 
preseason accolades go to their heads. 

“T don't think we'll get fat,” the Fat Boy 
said. “Our main emphasis has been that 
8-3 just isn’t good enough,” 

Furman handled Appalachian State 
and the rest of the league quite nicely last 
season, going undefeated in the confer- 
ence before losing the I-AA championship 
game to Georgia Southern, 44-42. But Fur- 
man fans might be in for a letdown this 
fall because the Paladins lost 10 starters 
on offense and six on defense—not to 
mention Coach Dick Sheridan to North 
Carolina State. 

But first-year Coach Jimmy Satterfield, 
Sheridan’s offensive coordinator for the 
last eight seasons, has been at the school 
since 1973, so the option I-formation and 
“50” defense won't change. What should 
change is how Furman wins—with de- 
fense. 

“This spring,” Satterfield said, “we felt 
our defense was our strong point. We've 
got a lot of quality players at all those po- 
sitions.” 

Three of four starters return in the sec- 
ondary: All-Southern safety Steve Squire 
and cornerbacks Jerome Norris and Benji 
Motte. Norris suffered an off-season bro- 
ken leg but is expected to be ready this 
fall. 

Powerful Tim Stepp returns at defen- 
sive end. To fill the various holes, the Pal- 
adins have plenty of experienced alter- 
nates, including sophomore linebacker 
Jeff Blankenship, whose two interceptions 
sparked a 35-12 playoff rout of Nevada- 
Reno; tackles Phillip Ferguson and Al Pe- 
terson, a pair of top-notch pass rushers, 
and ends Stan Davis and Mark Cagle. 

The defense will have to take up the 
slack of the offense, which last year 
averaged 34.9 points and 466.2 yards per 


Continued 
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APPALACHIAN STATE 


Coach: Sparky Woods ( 12-10, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; Southern: 6-1/2nd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Dino Hackett, LB; Keith Hairston, 
S; Keith Isom, FL; Ciff Reid, FB; Mark Royals, 
P; Paul Sheets, C; Struggy Smith, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Bob Bigger, 
G, 6-4/250, Jr.; Mike Callaway, T, 6-6/274, 
Sr.; Troy Douglas, WR, 5-10/165, Sr.; James 
Hardman, T, 6-4/254, Sr.; Robert Joyce, G, 6- 
3/233, Jr.; Russell Payne, TE, 6-2/230, Sr.; 
Todd Payton, QB, 6-1/177, Jr.; John Settle, 
TB, 5-9/202, Sr. Defense (8): Jimmy Arm- 
strong, CB, 5-8/170, Sr.; Kenny Blacknell, LB, 
6-2/225, Jr.; Tommy Dawkins, E, 6-3/263, Sr.; 
Anthony Downs, T, 6-2/261, Jr.; Cedric Felton, 
LB, 6-0/218, Sr.; Chris Melick, E, 6-2/230, Sr.; 
Chris Moore, LB, 6-0/225, Sr.; Jimmy Snow- 
den, T, 6-4/275, Soph, 

Key Returnees: Tim Sanders, RB, Soph. 


THE CITADEL 


Coach: Tom Moore (15-17-1, 3 years; 34-39- 
1 overall, 7 years) 

1985 Record: 5-5-1; Southern: 2-4-1/5th. 
Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jim Gabrish, OT; Lee Glaze, WR; 
David Lambert, DB; Todd Robbins, DL; Bo Wil- 
lard, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Kip Allen, 
QB, 6-5/195, Sr.; Ray Campbell, WR, 5- 
11/180, Sr.; Bob Grant, G, 6-2/230, Sr.; War- 
ren McGrier, RB, 6-0/205, Sr.; Eric Reddish, 
WR, 6-1/190, Jr.; Dayle Rust, TE, 6-3/195, Sr.; 
Clint Smith, G, 6-1/250, Sr.; Adrian Williams, 
RB, 5-11/180, Sr. Defense (9): Rob Brodsky, 
E, 6-3/225, Soph.; Rick Campbell, LB, 6- 
0/215, Jr; Tommy French, CB, 6-1/170, Jr; 
Brian Graves, S, 5-10/180, Sr.; Mike Kissen- 
berth, LB, 6-2/195, Jr.; Albert Pressley, CB, 
6-1/180, Sr.; Joel Thompson, LB, 6-3/200, 
Sr.; Lance Thompson, E, 6-1/220, Sr.; Scott 
Thompson, T, 6-5/265, Sr. 

Key Returnees: J.D.Cauthen, DB, Soph.; Greg 
Davis, K/P, Sr.; Tom Frooman, RB, Soph.; Matt 
Larkin, DE, Soph.; Pete Long, LB, Soph.; Roger 
Witherspoon, RB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Hank Burriss, K/P; Scott 
Campbell, QB; Glen Skreppen, L. 


EAST TENNESSEE STATE 
Coach: Mike Ayers (0-10-1, 1 year) 
1985 Record: 0- 10-1; Southern: 0-7/9th. 
Offense: Veer. Defense: 50. 
Key Losses: Ken Bowen, LB; Jerry Butler, RB; 
Herbie Campbell, K; Stan Dever, LB; Kelvin 
Edwards, DT; Keith Miller, DT; Rick Noel, OG; 
Marty Stapleton, OT; Calvin Thompson, NG; 
Rick Thompson, C; Robbie White, QB; Harvey 
Zachery, DE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Sam Brown, 
WR, 6-0/185, Soph.; Mark Gook, T, 6-3/272, 
Sr.; Danny Cox, TE, 6-2/220, Sr.; Gerald Fritts, 
FL, 5-9/153, Soph.; Shawn Henry, G, 5- 
11/225, Sr.; Herman Jacobs, RB, 5-6/ 184, Sr.; 
Jeff Morgan, QB, 6-1/193, Jr.; Stacy Seal, G, 
6-3/250, Sr. Defense (4): Darrin Adams, T, 6- 
2/250, Sr.; Charlie Benford, S, 6-0/190, Sr.; 
Wayne Hall, E, 6-2/225, Jr.; Pernell Latham, 
DB, 5-10/175, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Jeff Anderson, FB, Sr.; George 
Cimadevilla, P, Sr.; Cedric Soloman, WR, 
Soph.; Kurt Sutton, C, Jr.; Scott Sutton, LB, 
Soph.; Billy Taylor, DE, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Ryan Beadle, QB (JC); Alger 
Williams, NG (transfer, Northwest Mississip- 
pi). 


= 


Chattanooga’s Mitch Fontenot. 
FURMAN 


Coach: Jimmy Satterfield (first year at Fur- 
man) 

1985 Record: 10-1; Southern: 6-0/ 1st. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Fred Baber, DB; Eddie Bopp, NG; 
Kyle Davis, LB; John Drye, FB; Jim Edmond- 
son, OT; Kenny Elder, DT; Chas Fox, WR; Greg 
Hall, OT; Clay Hendrix, OG; Brian Jager, TB; 
Bobby Lamb, QB; Jeff Lee, TE; Brad Merkl, 
OG; Karl Moody, DE; Joe Olliff, OT; Verdell 
Patterson, LB; Gene Reeder, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (1): Kirk Burnett, 
SE, 6-3/203, Sr. Defense (5): Darryl Gardner, 
LB, 5-11/225, Jr.; Benji Motte, CB, 5-11/177, 
Sr.; Jerome Norris, CB, 6-1/193, Sr.; Steve 
Squire, S, 6-2/191, Sr.; Tim Stepp, E, 
6-0/190, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Alex Albert, OG, Jr.; John 
Bagwell, RB, Jr.; Jeff Blankenship, LB, Soph.; 
Mark Cagle, DE, Sr.; Billy Cato, OT, Sr.; Stan 
Davis, DE, Jr.; Julius Dixon, DB, Soph.; Phillip 
Ferguson, DT, Jr.; Tim Fox, TE, Jr.; Robbie 
Gardner, TB, Sr. (medical RS); Mitch Gibson, 
LB, Sr. (RS); Bobby Kelly, C, Jr.; Robert Little, 
DB, Sr.; Keith Moore, QB, Jr; Garrick Perry, LB, 
Jr.; Al Peterson, DT, Jr.; Mark Rudder, WR, Sr.; 
Russell Rush, DB, Jr.; Lee Wilkinson, FB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: David Cobb, OL; Bobby 
Daugherty, RB; Brian Pitts, DL. 


MARSHALL 


Coach: George Chaump (first year at Marshall; 
24-16-1 overall, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 7-3-1; Southern: 3-3-1/4th. 
Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Danny Abercrombie, FL; Mike 
Birurakis, OG; John Ceglie, LB; Randy Clark- 
son, TB; Carl Fodor, QB; Ray Lamb, OT; Gar- 
field Lewis, CB; Tim Lewis, TE; Brian Swisher, 
SE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Jay Gleich, T, 
6-5/255, Sr.; Sam Manos, C, 6-4/240, Sr.; 
Mike McCoy, FB, 5-8/202, Jr.; Steve Staley, G, 
6-7/236, Sr. Defense (9): Tony Bolland, T, 6- 
3/246, Sr.; Todd Brown, S, 6-0/172, Sr.; Darryl 
Burgess, CB, 6-0/166, Jr.; Shawn Finnan, T, 
6-2/233, Jr.; Stanley Hall, S, 5- 11/187, Soph.; 
Jerome Hazard, LB, 5-11/184, Jr.; Darryl 
Johnson, E, 6-3/221, Sr.; Bill Mendoza, E, 6- 
2/243, Jr.; Rondell Wanamaker, LB, 6-0/201, 
Soph. 

Key Returnees: Keith Baxter, WR, Jr.; Rid. 
Beals, CB, Jr.; Dan Boring, QB, Jr.; Darryl 
DeBoes, TB, Jr.; Cecil Fletcher, DE, Jr.; Brian 
Jarrell, S, Jr.; Nicholas McKnight, DE, Soph.; 
John Mitchell, K, Soph.; Billy Thompson, TB, 
Jr. 

Top Newcomers: John Gregory, QB (transfer, 
Southeastern Louisiana); Steve Zeller, QB 
(JC). 
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UT- CHATTANOOGA 


Coach: Buddy Nix (12-10, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Southern: 5-2/3rd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 
Key.Losses; Phillip Aldridge, S; Alan Barner, 
WR; Curtis Bascom, OT; Alan Evans, TB; Byron 
Holmes, TE; Brent Johnson, OG; David 
McCrary, CB; Randall Mitchell, NG; Keith 
Montgomery, RB; Glen Richardson, LB; Rod 
Scott, OG; Mark Singleterry, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Tim Couch, 
QB, 6-1/200, Sr.; Mitch Fontenot, FB, 6- 
1/200, Sr.; Wayne Koontz, WR, 6-0/185, Sr.; 
Ben Smith, C, 6-4/260, Jr. Defense (7): Kenny 
Booker, CB, 5-7/160, Sr.; Zach Ervin, LB, 6- 
2/214, Sr.; Mike Makins, T, 6-5/270, Sr.; Greg 
Moore, LB, 6- 1/245, Sr.; Reggie Soloman, CB, 
§-9/172, Jr.; Conrad Stokes, NG, 6-3/262, 
Sr.; Spanky Thomas, LB, 5-9/194, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Quintin Alford, WR, Soph.; 
Tony Bowick, DT, Soph.; Willie Greenway, LB, 
Soph; Joe Kelly, C, Jr.; Travis McNeal, TE, 
Soph.; Billy Smith, P, Soph.; David Williams, 
TB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Terry Bess, DT (JC). 


VMI 


Coach: Eddie Williamson (3-7-1, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 3-7-1; Southern: 1-4-1/7th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Eight-Man Front. 
Key Losses: Al Comer, QB; Stephone Jones, 
NG; Tom McCarthy, C; Steve Pancham, TE; 
Ambrose Phillips, CB; Glen Ralston, LB; Bob 
Scaglione, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Trent 
Bridges, TB, 5-9/200, Sr.; Derrick Johnson, T, 
6-4/245, Sr.; Greg Otey, TE (switched from 
G), 6-3/230, Sr.; John Parrott, FB, 5- 11/202, 
Jr.; Phil Riggleman, T, 6-0/258, Jr.; Mark 
Stock, SE, 5-11/170, Jr.; James Wright, FL, 5- 
9/169, Jr. Defense (7): Chris Clark, DB, 5- 
41/179, Jr.; Todd Freiwald, E, 6-5/225, Jr.; 
Mike Mayo, CB, 5-9/161, ur.; Kevin Washing- 
ton, LB (switched from E), 6-1/193, Jr.; Mike 
Wood, LB, 5- 11/215, Jr.; Eric Woodhouse, CB, 
§-9/170, Jr.; Dan Young, NG, 6-0/244, Jr. 
Key Returnees: John Adametz, LB, Soph.; 
Dave Brown, QB, Soph.; Chris Bunn, QB, Jr.; 
Troy Clark, DE, Jr.; Robert Draper, K, Jr.; Joe 
Hurley, OG, Soph.; Anthony Mcintosh, S, 
Soph.; Keith Washington, SE, Sr.; Calvin Wil- 
liams, FL, Jr.; Ricky Zgol, P, Sr. 


WESTERN CAROLINA 


Coach: Bob Waters ( 104-73-6, 17 years) 

1985 Record: 4-6-1; Southern: 2-4-1/5th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses; Tyron DeLapp, SE; Mike Herndon, 
OT; Steve Kornegay, P; Stuart Lay, LB; Miles 
Nicholson, CB; Marty Reagan, OT; Clyde Sim- 
mons, DE; Charles Stephenson, OG; David 
Wagner, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Milton Beck, 
TB, 5-9/190, Sr.; Alonzo Carmichael, TE, 6- 
5/210, Sr.; Billy Ray Jones, FB, 5- 10/200, Sr.; 
Vince Nowell, FL, 6-0/170, Jr.; Willie Perkins, 
QB, 5-11/196, Sr. Defense (8): Scott Arant, 
T, 6-2/240, Soph.; Scott Lunsford, LB, 6- 
0/220, Jr.; Greg O'Connor, LB, 6-4/230, ur.; 
Ronnie Perry, CB, 5-8/175, Jr.; Raymond 
Sanders, S, 6-1/195, Sr.; Geno Segers, T, 6- 
3/230, Soph.; Everett Spellman, LB, 6-3/232, 
Jr; Gary Wright, E, 6-0/230, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Todd Cottrell, QB, Soph.; Kirk 
Roach, K, Jr.; Cam Sanders, RB/DB, Jr. 
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SWEATSHIRT $24.95 ea., include $2.95 ea. postage & handling 


2 week shipping 


Georgia Bulldogs Oklahoma Sooners 


ALUMNI JACKET — nylon COACHES JACKET — nylon 
G. satin, lightweight lining for F. satin, lightweight lining for year 
year round wear, embroidered mas- round wear, embroidered lettering, 
cot design, $57.95 ea., inc. $5.95 ea. $64.95 ea., include $5.95 ea. p/h 
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be sure to include phone number. CALIF. residents 
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Make checks payable in U.S. funds only to: Nap d , . 
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game. Gone are All-America center Gene 
Reeder, All-Southern tailback Brian Jager 
and All-Southern wide receiver Chas Fox. 

The only returning starter is split end 
Kirk Burnett, who hauled in 29 passes for 
507 yards last fall. Keith Moore, a strong- 
armed junior, has won the job left vacant 
by quarterback Bobby Lamb, the league’s 
Player of the Year in ’85. 

“Keith is a fine passer,” Satterfield said. 
“He is our quarterback, and we'll stick 
with him.” 

Furman welcomes back tailback Rob- 
bie Gardner, who missed most of last sea- 
son with a knee injury after averaging a 
I-AA-record 7.3 yards per carry in 1984. 
But missing after a spring knee injury is 
tailback John Bagwell, who scored a play- 
off-record four touchdowns in the cham- 
pionship game. 

Tight end Tim Fox, tackle Billy Cato, 
center Bobby Kelly and guard Alex Albert 
all have significant backup experience, 

UT-Chattanooga, the only team besides 
Furman to win the Southern title since 
1978, went 6-5 last year but could be ready 
to avenge shutout losses at Appalachian 
State and Furman, the latter contest de- 
ciding the title. 

The Moccasins have excelled defen- 
sively for years, and this season’s unit 
should be dandy as seven starters return. 

All-conference tackle Mike Makins, 
linebackers Zach Ervin and Greg Moore 
and cornerbacks Kenny Booker and Reg- 
gie Solaman are all solid performers. The 
safety spots will be manned by good but 
inexperienced players. 

The Moccasins, however, lost an all- 
conference performer from each seg- 
ment of the defense: noseguard Randall 
Mitchell, linebacker Glen Richardson and 
safety Phillip Aldridge. 

Only four starters return on offense, in- 
cluding just one lineman, center Ben 
Smith. But Coach Buddy Nix should keep 
the ball moving with senior quarterback 
Tim Couch, who threw for 1,621 yards and 
12 touchdowns last year; a set of promis- 
ing receivers such as tight end Travis 
McNeal, and six of the top seven rushers, 
including fullback Mitch Fontenot and 
tailback Keith Montgomery. 

When the offense bogs down, Nix can 
call on Billy Smith, who averaged 40.8 
yards per punt as a freshman. 

The Citadel has been a pass-happy 
school over the years, but Coach Tom 
Moore has begun to develop the team’s 
defensive muscle. 

“Our secondary is strong,” Moore said, 
“our defensive line is strong, but the line- 
backers may be our strongest area with 
Joel Thompson, Mike Kissenberth, Rick 
Campbell and Pete Long.” 

Moore rates cornerback Albert Press- 
ley and tackle Scott Thompson as two of 
the unit’s best players, while ends Lance 
Thompson (Scott's brother) and Rob 
Brodsky also figure to be big contributors. 


The Bulldog offense is sparked by quar- 
terback Kip Allen, who completed 55.4 
percent of his attempts for 2,478 yards and 
16 touchdowns in '85. Allen can throw toa 
good group of receivers that includes Eric 
Reddish and running back Warren 
McGrier. McGrier led the Bulldogs in both 
receiving (47 catches) and rushing (547 
yards) last season. 

Guard Clint Smith anchors a thin offen- 
sive line that will be without All-America 
tackle Jim Gabrish. 

The Citadel has an excellent dual-pur- 
pose kicker in Greg Davis. The senior 
averaged 42.7 yards per punt last year 
and is 44 points away from breaking the 
school’s all-time scoring record (188). 

Three years after losing the 1983 I-AA 
championship game, Western Carolina is 
coming off a 4-6-1 season, and the Cata- 
mounts have too much youth and too little 
consistency at quarterback to win the 
league this year. 

Coach Bob Waters likes to pass, but in- 
cumbent quarterback Willie Perkins was 
erratic last season despite throwing for 
1,842 yards. Perkins is competing for the 
starting job with four others, including 
strong-armed sophomore Todd Cottrell. 

“T wasn't happy with the way any of 
them wound up spring practice,” Waters 
said. 

In addition, the line will be manned pri- 
marily by sophomores. That could make 
life difficult for the quarterback, who will 
have two fine targets in All-Southern tight 
end Alonzo Carmichael (55 catches in '85) 
and flanker Vince Nowell (46). 

The defensive front and outside line- 
backers will be young, but they obviously 
were younger last year as eight starters 
return. Linebackers Everett Spellman and 
Scott Lunsford patrol the middle of the 
field. 

The Catamounts do return the all-con- 
ference placekicker, junior Kirk Roach. 

Marshall, like Furman, is losing a rec- 
ord-setting quarterback, Carl Fodor, and 
its coach, Stan Parrish, who went to Kan- 
sas State. Parrish was replaced by offen- 
sive-minded Coach George Chaump. 

But Chaump's first priority was defense. 
He hired a full-time strength coach to 
help beef up his players, particularly on 
the defensive line. 

Nine starters return on that unit, al- 
though some roles will change in a switch 
to the 3-4. The secondary should be reli- 
able with safety Todd Brown and two 
other starters returning, while Jerome 
Hazard is solid at linebacker. 

The Thundering Herd offense should be 
more balanced, if only because the four 
returning starters include fullback Mike 
McCoy and three linemen: center Sam 
Manos, guard Steve Staley and tackle Jay 
Gleich. Backup quarterback Dan Boring 
will have to fight off challenges for the 
No. 1 job from three transfers. 

Virginia Military Institute, which had 
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gone 2-9 and 1-9 in 1983 and ‘84, respec- 
tively, improved to 3-7-1 in Coach Eddie 
Williamson's first season. And with seven 
starters back on both sides of the ball, the 
Keydets might be ready to push ahead of 
several teams into the middle of the 
standings. 

VMI is yet another team that lost a rec- 
ord-setting quarterback, Al Comer. His 
likely successor is junior Chris Bunn, of 
whom offensive coordinator Jim Pry said: 
“He has all the tools to be as good if not 
better than Comer. He just lacks game ex- 
perience.” Still, a strong challenge should 
come from sophomore Dave Brown. 

The new quarterback will work with an 
excellent corps of four receivers who 
combined for 108 catches and 1,719 yards. 
They are flankers James Wright (39 
catches) and Calvin Williams and split 
ends Mark Stock (19.5 yards per catch) 
and Keith Washington. 

Tailback Trent Bridges and fullback 
John Parrott give the Keydets a good run- 
ning game. The offensive line has ques- 
tions of experience, depth and health, but 
three starters return, including tackle 
Derrick Johnson, who required knee sur- 
gery during spring practice. 

The defensive strength is the second- 
ary, although many of the regulars are 
being moved to different positions. For 
example, All-Southern safety Mike Mayo 
was switched to cornerback, 

The Keydets’ eight-man front is experi- 
enced but thin. Don't be surprised if guard 
Dan Young moves from academic to ath- 
letic all-conference this year. 

“We simply could not block him all 
spring,” offensive line coach Greg Bam- 
berger said. 

East Tennessee State Coach Mike 
Ayers’ inaugural season was a ()-10-1 fias- 
co, but Ayers is confident that 1986 will be 
better. 

“We were close last year,” he said. “We 
have to find the answers to some of the 
little things.” 

Some big things are improving the pass 
offense, the pass defense and the defen- 
sive line. Some big pluses are All-America 
punter George Cimadevilla, whose 44.7- 
yard average was tied for first among I- 
AA kickers; running back Herman Jacobs, 
who gained 835 yards rushing; an experi- 
enced offensive unit; a tough linebacking 
corps and a promising secondary. 

Ayers is hoping that the quarterback 
question will be answered by junior col- 
lege transfer Ryan Beadle, an excellent 
passer who can run the option. 

Davidson has left the league this season 
in favor of the new Colonial League, 
which features six schools with compar- 
ably supported athletic programs. David- 
son had been the only school in the South- 
ern that awarded athletic scholarships 
based solely on need. 


Glenn Rollins covers college sports for the Char- 
lotte (N.C.) Observer, 


Return to Glory 


Colonels Hope 
To Avenge 1985 
Disappointment 


By GENE McLEAN 


he spring scrimmage was barely a 

i play or two old when Eastern Ken- 

tucky Coach Roy Kidd waddled up 
to the huddle and stuck in his head. 

“Try a swing pass to Crawford,” Kidd 
said. 

By executive order, try they did. Eighty 
yards and about eight seconds later, 
Crawford danced across the goal line. 

Kidd smiled. “Told ya,” he said. 

Then, just a few minutes later, the 
scene was about the same. The ball was at 
the 20-yard line. Kidd interrupted the hud- 
dle. 

“Try a swing pass to Harris,” he or- 
dered. 

Same result. Eighty yards. Eight sec- 
onds. Touchdown, Big smile. 

“Darn, I’m good at calling plays, aren't 
I?” Kidd said with a chuckle. “But it’s a 
little bit easier when you’ve got guys like 
James Crawford and Elroy Harris 
around.” 

Easier? Just a tad. A year ago, Craw- 
ford rushed for 1,282 yards and Harris 
gained 1,134 yards, marking the first time 
in Ohio Valley Conference history that 
one team had had two 1,000-yard rushers. 
Thus was born the legend of the Elroy- 
James Gang, Eastern Kentucky’s answer 
to Southern Methodist’s Pony Express of 
Eric Dickerson and Craig James a few 
years ago. 

“To be honest, I’m shocked that both of 
those kids could end up with 1,000 yards 
rushing,” Colonels offensive coordinator 
Leon Hart said. “Heck, they split time. It’s 
like one back running for over 2,000, and 
you just don’t hear of that these days. It’s 
amazing, when you think about it. But 
we're talking about a couple of extraordi- 
nary kids here.” 

Eastern Kentucky fans are hoping that 
these extraordinary kids will carry the 
Colonels back into the Division I-AA play- 
offs. The Colonels, who won the I-AA na- 
tional championship in 1979 and 1982, 
went 8-3 and just missed the playoffs for 
the first time in the last seven years. 

“We all realize that we had our playoff 
streak snapped and that we want to start 
another one,” senior quarterback Mike 
Whitaker said. “There’s no doubt we have 
the talent. Heck, we've got two of the best 
backs I’ve ever seen. I think they are the 
story of our football team.” 

Crawford was the league’s No. 2 rusher, 
averaging 116.5 yards per game en route 
to All-OVC honors. 
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Eastern Kentucky's Elroy Har- 
ris (above) and James Craw- 
ford are double trouble. 


“I was happy with it,” the 5-foot-11, 194- 
pound junior said. “I think I was a little 
rusty at first, but I got it going. Things fell 
into place. I just like to get the ball and 
go.” 

Said Kidd; ‘‘He’s not as stylistic as 
Elroy, but he gets the job done.” 

Harris, on the other hand, is flamboy- 
ant. After scoring a touchdown, he always 
does a back flip in the end zone. Last year 
he had to do it a league-leading 14 times. 

“T like to have fun,” the 5-10, 206-pound 
sophomore said. “I work hard at football. 
It’s my game, and I want to be the best I 
can be.” 

The two tailbacks enjoy sharing a posi- 
tion. 

“James and I get along great,” Harris 
said. “He’s a good friend and he’s helped 
me a lot. I think rotating helps us both. 
Plus, we have other weapons lurking.” 

So Eastern does. There’s fullback Vic 
Parks, who helps open holes for Crawford 
and Harris. There’s Whitaker, a Kentucky 
transfer who completed 58.2 percent of 
his passes for 1,294 yards last year. And 
there’s split end Alvin Blount, who caught 


33 passes for 428 yards in ’85. 

The only potential weak spot offensive- 
ly is the line, which lost I-AA All-America 
guard Joe Spadafino and All-OVC tackle 
Keith Bosley. But the rest of the line, 
which features 6-5, 268-pound tackle John 
Jackson and 6-2, 280-pound center Byron 
Ingram, is experienced and bulky. 

Defensively, the Colonels will get a 
boost from the return of linebacker Fred 
Harvey, who missed most of last season 
with a knee injury after being named the 
OVC Defensive Player of the Year in 1984. 
Except for Harvey and junior Anthony 
Harper, though, the linebacking corps is 
thin, as is the secondary, which gave up a 
league-high 211.3 yards per game through 
the air last year. That unit has been total- 
ly revamped around sophomore safety 
Myron Guyton. 

The strongest part of the defense is the 
line, which is anchored by All-OVC tackle 
Aaron Jones and middle guard Eugene 
Banks. 

“T tell you what, I think we do have a 
chance to be a heck of a good team,” Kidd 
said. “The kids are working hard again. 
Maybe missing the playoffs is spurring 
them a little.” 

The Colonels’ biggest competition this 
year probably will come from Middle 
Tennessee State, the choice of most 
coaches as the team to beat. 

“T think you have to pick them,” Kidd 
said. “They beat us twice in 1984 and then 
they snapped our streak of conference 
championships last year. They were 11-0 
and ranked Number 1 in the country 
going into the playoffs, and they have a 
bunch of guys back. Heck, I think they 
have to be at the top right now.” 

It has been a steady rise for Middle 
Tennessee and Coach James (Boots) Don- 
nelly. He has transformed the former 
league laughingstock into a highly re- 
spectable program. 

“I think the turning point in our pro- 
gram came a couple of years ago," Don- 
nelly said. “We started to get better and 
better players and more talented kids, but 
there was still that mystique about it. 
They didn’t know if they could win. 

“Well, Murray State came into our 
place ranked Number 1 in the country 
and we beat them that day. Then two 
years ago, we went up to Richmond and 
beat Eastern Kentucky twice. After that 
we knew we could walk out there and 
beat people. That was a major, major ac- 
complishment.” 

If Middle Tennessee has another suc- 
cessful season, Donnelly will make sure 
his team is ready for the national playoffs, 
unlike last year. In '85, the Blue Raiders 
headed into the tournament as the No. 1 
team but lost in the quarterfinals (after a 
first-round bye) to eventual champion 
Georgia Southern, a team that it had beat- 
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AKRON 


Coach: Gerry Faust (first year at Akron; 30- 
26-1 overall, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; OVC: 5-2/T2nd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Willie Davis, WR; Wayne Grant, 
MG; Ed Grimsley, LB; Gary Kalis, OT; Russ 
Klaus, K; Dan Kreighbaum, DT; Jeff Lake, LB; 
Steve Rafac, DT; Tim Wallace, DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Mike Clark, 
TB, 5-9/175, Sr.; Greg Dennison, WR, 6- 
6/165, Sr.; Doug Gilbert, T, 6-3/250, Sr.; Nick 
lademarco, G, 6-3/230, Sr.; Chris Kelley, TE, 
6-4/235, Sr.; Tony Lauro, FB, 5-11/190, Sr.; 
Ron Pasquale, G, 6-3/270, Sr.; Vernon Stew- 
art, QB, 6-3/175, Sr.; Ron Taylor, TE, 6-6/230, 
Sr; Mike Teifke, C, 6-4/225, Sr. Defense (7): 
Bill Hadden, LB, 6-4/225, Sr.; Doug Knepp, T, 
6-5/220, Jr.; Robert Lyons, DB, 6-1/185, 
Soph.; Brian Moran, DB, 5-11/180, Sr.; Eric 
Shackelford, DB, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Greg Thomas, 
LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Gary Tyler, DB, 6-1/175, 
Soph. 

Key Returnees: John Buddenberg, OT, Soph.; 
Anthony Green, RB, Sr.; Brian Hagenmaier, FL, 
Sr.; Tor Hill, DB, Jr.; Mike Knapp, P, Sr.; Jeff 
Long, MG, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Bob Dombrowski, K/P, 
(RS); Mike Rahach, LB (RS); Darryl Robin- 
son, LB (JC). 


AUSTIN PEAY STATE 


Coach: Emory Hale (26-27, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6; OVC: 2-5/6th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jeff Bryant, TE; Marlin Chapman, 
DT; Mike Hamilton, LB; Bo Major, LB; Mike 
Misnone, DT; Rickey Rice, QB; Dusty Story, 
OG; Terry Taylor, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Roy Berken- 
meier, T, 6-6/285, Jr.; Chuck Cowart, FB, 6- 
2/230, Sr.; Terry Gentry, WR, 6-3/190, Sr,; 
Mike Lewis, TB, 5- 10/175, Soph.; Mike Slipt- 
chuik, C, 6-3/235, Jr. Defense (5): Mike Blair, 
S, 6-2/198, Sr.; Rodney Blye, CB, 6-1/177, Jr.; 
Clinton Gross, LB, 6-0/200, Sr.; Scott Fox, LB, 
6-3/226, Sr.; Eddie Walls, LB, 6- 1/215, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Vince Allen, S, Sr.; Reid Barr, 
P, Soph.; Darrell Bowle, DT, Jr.; Dale Edwards, 
WR/QB, Jr.; Rex Motes, WR, Sr.; William 
Nathaniel, FB, Jr.; Tracy Neal, TE, Jr.; Hugh 
Thomas, OG, Jr.; Brian Vaughn, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Dale Curry, QB; Alvin Clay, 
LB; Pat Harris, TB; Rod Malone, TB; Jerome 
Morris, QB; Rufus Pugh, LB. 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach: Roy Kidd ( 169-65-7, 22 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; OVC; 5-2/T2nd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Keith Bosley, OT; Jay Henderson, 
TE; Isaiah Hill, FL; Joe Mauntel, DE; Robert 
Palmer, DT; Bobby Scannell, DB; Joe Spada- 
fino, OG; Jeff Walker, DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Alvin Blount, 
SE, 6-4/220, Sr.; James Crawford, TB, 5- 
11/194, Jr.; Byron Ingram, C, 6-2/280, Sr.; 
John Jackson, T, 6-5/268, Jr.; Vic Parks, FB, 
5-9/230, Sr.; Paul Smith, G, 6-3/264, Sr.; 
Mike Whitaker, QB, 6-2/215, Sr. Defense (7): 
Myron Guyton, S, 6-0/199, Soph.; Anthony 
Harper, LB, 5- 11/228, Jr.; Fred Harvey, LB, 5- 
11/223, Sr.; Aaron Jones, T, 6-5/235, Jr.; John 
Klingel, E, 6-3/251, Sr.; Pat Smith, S, 5- 
10/180, Sr.; Harold Torrens, MG, 6-0/254, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Oscar Angulo, TE, Soph.; Eu- 
gene Banks, MG, Jr. (medical RS); Mike Ca- 
dore, SE, Soph.; Simon Codrington, TE, Sr. 
(RS); Dale Dawson, K, Sr.; Elroy Harris, TB, 
Soph.; Ron Jekel, LB, Soph.; Sean McGuire, 
DB, Jr.; David Miller, OT, Jr.; Jessie Small, DE, 
Soph.; Tim Tomazewski, DE, Soph.; Keith 
Townsend, OG, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Charles Dampier, DB (JC); 
Brian Davidson, DB (RS); Donald Edwards, FL 
(RS). 


= 
Morehead State’s Billy Poe 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: Boots Donnelly (47-31, 7 years; 61-38 
overall, 9 years) 

1985 Record: 11-0; OVC: 7-0/ 1st. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Mike Clark, TE; Dino Deluliis, DT; 
Robert Frazier, DE; John Garrett, DE, Don 
Griffin, S; Doug Homan, NG; David Kercell, OT; 
Bob Moorehead, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Robert Al- 
ford, SE, 5-7/177, Jr.; Gerald Anderson, TB, 
5-11/190, Jr.; Cecil Andrews, G, 6- 1/243, Sr.; 
Tony Burse, FB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Marvin Collier, 
QB, 5-11/155, Soph.; Doug Hintemeyer, C, 6- 
1/245, Soph.; Larry Pickett, T, 6-4/260, Sr.; 
Mike Pittman, FL, 5-8/155, Jr.; Steve Spurling, 
G, 6-4/240, Jr. Defense (5): DeJuan Buford, 
CB, 5-11/193, Jr.; Roosevelt Colvard, LB, 6- 
0/210, Sr.; Michael Davis, LB, 6-3/210, Jr.; 
Kenny McDaniel, T, 6-2/220, Sr.; Wade Peery, 
G, 6-0/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Dick Martin, K, Soph.; Carvell 
Massengale, DE, Sr. (RS); Mark Morrison, P, 
Sr.; Dwight Stone, TB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Van Dingler, QB; John Tovio, 
C/OG (JC); Chuck Swafford, DB. 


MOREHEAD STATE 


Coach: Bill Baldridge (3-19, 2 years; 8-24 
overall, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 1-10; OVC: 0-7/8th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Rick Calcutt, DE/FL; Dennis Carr, 
FB; Vernon Harvey, DB; John Werdell, OL; 
Barry Williamson, DL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Adrian 
Breen, QB, 6-4/180, Sr.; Jonathon Cage, TB, 
5-10/182, Jr.; Steve Collins, TE, 6-3/200, Sr.; 
Mike Grim, G, 6-0/245, Sr.; Howard Jacobs, C, 
6-0/242, Sr.; Orville Lyttle, WR, 6-0/170, Sr.; 
Billy Poe, G, 6-3/273, Sr.; Joe Wagner, T, 6- 
4/265, Sr. Defense (8): Kelvin Bellamy, S, 5- 
11/172, Sr.; Shane Fletcher, CB, 6-1/184, Jr,; 
Darrell Flowers, DB, 5- 10/190, Jr.; Randy Fra- 
zier, LB, 6-4/235, Sr.; John Gilliam, LB, 6- 
2/221, Jr.; Dean Lape, E, 6-1/200, Jr.; Tony 
Sergent, T, 6-0/245, Sr.; Monty Webster, CB, 
5-10/170, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Greg Burke, P, Jr.; Rodney 
Gordon, FB, Jr.; Metry McGaughy, WR, Sr.; 
Paul Tyson, WR, Soph. (RS); Terry Upshaw, 
TB, Jr. (RS) 

Top Newcomers: Terry Gardona, FB (JC); 
David Gifford, DE; Todd Kagarise, OL (JC); 
Charlie Stepp, K (JC); Chris Swartz, QB; Pete 
Webb, FB (JC). 
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MURRAY STATE 


Coach: Frank Beamer (35- 19-1, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 7-3-1; OVC: 5-2/T2nd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Eric Hubbard, DE; Herbert Jones, 
S; Lee McCormick, WR; Mike McGregor, DT; 
Kevin Sisk, QB; Jeff Ulmer, OT; James Yar- 
brough, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Tim Billa, C, 
6-1/250, Sr.; Bill Bird, FB, 5- 11/215, Jr.; Brian 
Collins, G, 6-3/250, Jr.; Stanley Howard, FL, 
5-10/165, Jr.; Greg Hurd, T, 6-2/270, Jr.; Bob 
Jacob, TE, 6-4/225, Jr.; Rodney Payne, TB, 6- 
0/185, Soph.; Charley Wiles, G, 6-2/240, Sr. 
Defense (8): Bruce Arnette, LB, 5- 10/190, 
Sr.; Willie Bester, E, 6- 1/210, Sr.; Tim Broady, 
LB, 5-11/195, Soph.; Kirk Brunson, S, 5- 
40/180, Jr,; Lance Golden, T, 6-2/250, Soph.; 
Wesley Keene, LB, 6-3/210, Sr.; Brooke Red- 
ding, CB, 6-0/165, Jr.; Tony Woodie, LB, 5- 
11/205, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Chuck Cummings, FL, Sr; 
David Dercher, P, Jr.; Paul Hickert, K, Jr.; Joe 
March, DE, Soph.; Colby Schreckengost, OT, 
Sr, (medical RS); Mike Woznichak, QB, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Dwayne Boissiere, DL (JC); 
A.Q, Brownlee, WR (JC); Steve Hill, DL (JC); 
Willie Prather, LB (JC); Michael Prcotor, QB 
(RS); Greg Sanders, DB (JC). 


TENNESSEE TECH 


Coach: Jim Ragland (first year at Tennessee 
Tech) 

1985 Record: 1-10; OVC: 1-6/7th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Willie Thompson, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Kelly 
Averitt, C, 6-5/225, Jr.; Travis Dunlap, TB, 5- 
9/200, Soph.; Brent Fisher, QB, 6-4/208, Sr.; 
Terry Goodloe, WR, 5-11/175, Sr.; Eddie 
Hayward, FB, 5- 10/195, Sr.; Nate Hooks, WR, 
§-7/150, Sr.; Frankie Phillips, HB, 5-8/ 140, 
Jr.; Patrick Pope, QB, 5-9/160, Sr.; Lorenzo 
Rivers, HB, 5-8/175, Sr.; Bryan Wall, G, 6- 
5/243, Soph, Defense (8): Mike Brown, CB, 
5-11/168, Sr.; Ron Jurek, DB, 5-8/162, Soph.; 
Tim Maybin, CB, 5-11/173, Sr.; Steve Oliviera, 
LB, 6-2/255, Soph.; Hollis Rutledge, LB, 6- 
0/225, Soph.; Antoni Sinkfield, DB, 5- 10/185, 
Jr; Thomas Squires, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Mike 
Thornton, LB, 6-1/205, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Jonathon Barksdale, DE, 
Soph.; Wendell Bowler, LB, Jr. (medical RS); 
Joel Chandler, CB, Jr. (RS); Woody Cranford, 
LB, Sr. (RS); Bob Jicks, LB, Soph,; Scott 
Meadows, P, Sr.; Scott Schirmer, OG, Sr.; 
Gerald Sinkfield, DB, Soph.; Chuck Usher, TE, 
Jr.; Gil White, RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Jimmy Isom, DB (JC). 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


Coach: Jim Tressel (first year at Youngstown) 
1985 Record: 5-6; OVC; 4-3/5th. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Wide Tackle 
Six. 

Key Losses: Gary Barber, DB; Terry Chatman, 
DB; Joel Cuffman, TE/WR; Gary Febel, OT; 
Tony Toy, DB; Nick Xides, P, 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Rod Love, 
TB, 6-0/ 185, Jr.; Trenton, Lykes, QB, 6-1/180, 
Jr; Brian Mathews, TE, 6-4/220, Jr.; John Ne- 
votne, G, 6-2/265, Sr.; Rick Shepas, WR, 5- 
11/195, Sr.; Jim Sydlowski, G, 6-1/260, Sr.; 
Scott Thompson, T, 6-6/290, Sr.; John Zelen- 
ak, C, 6-1/270, Sr. Defense (8): Devon Hall, 
LB, 6-1/199, Soph.; Dave Janofa, E, 6-3/260, 
Jr.; Bob Korandovich, T, 6-2/230, Sr.; John 
Murphy, DB, 5-10/172, Sr.; Pat Narduzzi, LB, 
6-0/225, Soph.; Jerry Pacifico, LB, 6-1/223, 
Soph,; Mike Peterson, LB, 6-2/210, Jr.; Vince 
Peterson, T, 6-2/250, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Tim Andrews, OT/DT, Soph.; 
Rich Bowen, QB/TE, Sr.; Bob Courtney, QB, 
Sr.; Lorenzo Davis, TB, Soph.; John Dowling, K, 
Jr.; Elliot Fedd, TE, Jr.; Rob Henderson, DB, 
Jr; Jerry Mapes, TB, Jr.; Darryl Rodgers, LB, 
dJr.; Bill Smith, P, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Maury Bibent, WR; Greg 
Ekoniak, WR; James Musolino, DT; Andre Pe- 
terson, DE; Dyrell Williams, DB. 


en in the regular season. 

“IT knew we weren't ready for the play- 
offs,” Donnelly said. “We had two weeks 
to think and practice, and the kids never 
took Georgia Southern seriously. I guess 
that is my fault. But I think our kids learn- 
ed something. I'd like to get another shot 
at it.” 

Middle Tennessee has the talent to take 
another shot. The Blue Raiders return 
their entire offensive backfield, which 
was largely responsible for the team’s No. 
8 national ranking in scoring offense (33.4 
points per game). 

The leader is sophomore quarterback 
Marvin Collier, who led the OVC in total 
offense (160.5 yards per game) and was 
named the league’s Offensive Player of 
the Year in his first collegiate season. He 
completed 58.9 percent of his attempts for 
1,171 yards and rushed for 594 yards. 

“We thought the kid had a lot of talent,” 
Donnelly said, “but I don’t think you ever 
expect those kinds of numbers out of a 
freshman. ...1I think that was a big key to 
our season.” 

Another couple of big keys are the Blue 
Raiders’ tailback tandem of junior Gerald 
Anderson, an All-OVC pick, and senior 
Dwight Stone. Anderson was the No. 3 
rusher in the OVC, gaining 1,062 yards and 


scoring 12 touchdowns, while Stone 
gained 679 yards on just 111 attempts and 
scored 13 touchdowns. To round out the 
backfield, Middle Tennessee has All-OVC 
fullback Tony Burse. 

Donnelly does have some holes to fill. 
The team lost all-conference tight end 
Mike Clark and tackle David Kercell. But 
guard Cecil Andrews and tackle Larry 
Pickett bolster a solid front line. 

The Blue Raiders have less experience 
on defense, where Donnelly must replace 
both ends, a tackle and a guard from last 
year’s starting line, But the biggest hole to 
fill might be at safety, where All-America 
Don Griffin is missing. 

The defensive leaders will be tackle 
Kenny McDaniel and linebackers Roose- 
velt Colvard and Michael Davis. 

“We really don’t know what we have,” 
Donnelly said, “We just have a bunch of 
real young kids out there trying to fill the 
shoes of some real good football players. 
But I do feel good about the progress of 
our program. I do feel that our kids know 
what it takes to win now and believe they 
can Win.” 

Akron won eight games last year and 
inched its way into the I-AA playoffs for 
the first time ever. 

But making the playoffs and losing to 
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Rhode Island in the first round must not 
have been good enough because Jim Den- 
nison was elevated to assistant athletic 
director and Gerry Faust was hired as the 
new Akron coach, Faust, who never got 
Notre Dame to the level expected of the 
Fighting Irish, now will try to prepare 
Akron for the jump to Division I, a move 
the school hopes to make next year. 

“T'm looking forward to this challenge,” 
Faust said. “Akron has a good football tra- 
dition. I think we have a great football fu- 
ture... . Our objective is to do our best this 
year, win, and get ready to go Division I.” 

One reason Faust is optimistic is All- 
OVC tailback Mike Clark, who led the 
league in rushing last year with 1,299 
yards. (See related story, page 122.) 

“We're going to change the offense just 
a bit,” Faust said. “We're not going to be 
strictly an I-formation team. But Mike has 
understood fully and worked very, very 
hard.” 

Clark is counting on his offensive line, 
which consists of All-OVC center Mike 
Teifke, guards Ron Pasquale and Nick Ia- 
demarco and tackles Doug Gilbert and 
Tim Romantic, to keep opening holes for 
him. 
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“They are the best,” Clark said. “Hey, 
they make me.” 

Akron also has quarterback Vernon 
Stewart back, which is good news and bad 
news. Stewart threw for 1,413 yards last 
year, leaving him just 439 yards short of 
the school’s career passing record, But he 
also has never completed anywhere near 
50 percent of his attempts in a season. He 
is coming off his best year, however, hav- 
ing connected on 44.8 percent of his 
passes. 

“Vernon will be all right,” Clark said. 
“Early in his career he tried to force 
some balls. Now he’s more relaxed.” 

Stewart’s top target is wide receiver 
Greg Dennison, the former coach’s son, 

Faust must do a major reconstruction 
job on the Akron defense, which was one 
of the best in the nation last year, yielding 
just 277.3 yards and 13.7 points per game. 

Gone is All-America middle guard 
Wayne Grant and perhaps the league’s 
best linebacker duo, Jeff Lake and Ed 
Grimsley. Faust is hoping that junior col- 
lege transfer Darryl Robinson and others 
will be able to help fill the holes. 

“That’s our major concern—right up 
the middle of the defense,” Faust said. 

Faust does have one top-notch line- 
backer in senior Bill Hadden, an all-con- 
ference pick who patrols the outside with 
senior Greg Thomas. And the secondary 
appears to be stocked with fairly experi- 
enced players such as Brian Moran and 
Eric Shackelford. 

“Really, I don’t know what to expect,” 
Faust said. “Akron had a good team last 
year, and I know people are excited here 
about the future.... It will take a little 
time, but I’m looking forward to it.” 

Murray State also is looking forward. 
Especially after last year, when the 
Racers came within one victory of mak- 
ing the I-AA playoffs. 

“That loss was very, very tough for us 
to take,"" Murray State Coach Frank 
Beamer said of the season-ending upset 
by Western Kentucky that kept the 
Racers at home. “All we had to do was 
win and we were in. But we didn't take 
care of business, We have to take respon- 
sibility for that, We just have to toughen 
up and get the job done.” 

The job may be a bit more difficult this 
year without quarterback Kevin Sisk, the 
league’s second-leading passer, and All- 
OVC wide receiver Lee McCormick, the 
league’s second-leading receiver. 

“Sure it hurts losing kids like that,” 
Beamer said. ‘“‘But everybody goes 
through it.” 

Besides, the Racers lost only one other 
offensive starter, and they're getting one 
veteran back: 295-pound Colby Schrecken- 
gost, a former All-OVC tackle who sat out 
all of last year recuperating from back 
surgery. 

Schreckengost, center Tim Billa and 
guard Charley Wiles will provide interfer- 
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Middle Tennessee tailback 
Gerald Anderson is coming off 
a 1,062-yard season. 


ence for tailback Rodney Payne, who fin- 
ished his freshman season with 960 yards 
rushing and 11 touchdowns, 

Junior Mike Woznichak and redshirt 
freshman Michael Proctor will battle for 
the quarterback job, while junior Stanley 
Howard will be the Racers’ top receiving 
threat. 

Like on offense, the Racers return eight 
defensive starters. But the secondary was 
weakened by the loss of two regulars, in- 
cluding All-OVC cornerback James Yar- 
brough, and the line looks rather small. 

The linebacking, however, is blessed 
with plenty of talent and experience. Sen- 
ior Tony Woodie heads a crew that in- 
cludes Tim Broady, Bruce Arnette and 
Wesley Keene. 

The only other team that would seem to 
have a chance to win the OVC crown this 
year is Austin Peay State. 

“They could do it as well as anybody,” 
Kidd said. “They get after you. They can 
jump up anytime, I think.” 

If they do jump, it will be with a reju- 
venated offense led by quarterback Dale 
Edwards, tailback Mike Lewis (610 yards 
on 120 carries), fullbacks William Nathan- 
iel and Chuck Cowart and receivers Fred 
Motes and Dean Edwards (the quarter- 
back’s twin brother). Tackle Roy Berke- 
meier is solid up front. 

Coach Emory Hale's defense, which lost 
safety Ron Shegog and tackle Marlin 
Chapman from a squad that ranked sec- 
ond in the league (277.8 yards per game), 
will be anchored by linebackers Scott Fox 
and Eddie Walls. 

Youngstown State is hoping to improve 
under Coach Jim Tressel, a former Ohio 
State assistant who replaced Bill Narduz- 
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zi. The Penguins went 5-6 last fall, but with 
a new coach and a bundle of starters 
back, they could slip into the league’s first 
division. 

The Penguins had the league’s No, 2 of- 
fense (372.1 yards per game) in ’85, and 
they should have a strong unit again with 
the return of virtually every skill-position 
player. All-OVC wide receiver Rick 
Shepas, who led the league with 61 
catches for 959 yards, again will team up 
with Bob Courtney and Trenton Lykes, 
who share the quarterback job. 

Center John Zelenak anchors an expe- 
rienced offensive line that will run in 
front of tailbacks Rod Love and Jerry 
Mapes. 

Tressel will try to shore up the holes in 
a defense that allowed 366.5 yards per 
game and far too often fell victim to the 
big play. Linebacker Pat Narduzzi (an- 
other former coach’s son) and tackle 
Vince Peterson could emerge as stand- 
outs on that squad, but the backfield is a 
big question mark. 

Tennessee Tech also has a new coach 
in Jim Ragland, a former quarterbacks 
and receivers coach who took over for 
Gary Darnell. Ragland plans to ban the 
wishbone in favor of multiple alignments 
that emanate from the I-formation. 

Ragland can call on either of two senior 
quarterbacks, Brent Fisher or Patrick 
Pope, to run the new offense. The Golden 
Eagles also have a good running threat in 
All-OVC fullback Eddie Hayward, who 
rushed for 1,021 yards and seven touch- 
downs a year ago. But his production may 
be limited if Ragland fails to find some 
good blockers up front. 

The defense also is looking for a few 
good linemen. Senior Thomas Squires 
heads a strong group of linebackers, while 
senior Tim Maybin is impressive in the 
secondary. 

Morehead State, which won two games 
in 1984 and just one in '85, has a few out- 
standing players, but not enough to make 
the Eagles competitive. 

Coach Bill Baldridge’s top player is 
guard Billy Poe, one of the league's best 
linemen. He and three other returning 
line starters will provide protection for 
quarterback Adrian Breen, who threw for 
1,373 yards and six touchdowns last year 
but was intercepted 13 times. 

When the offense sputters, the Eagles 
can call on Greg Burke to get them out of 
trouble. The punter averaged. 43.1 yards 
per kick last fall (No. 5 in the nation). 

Defensively, linebacker Randy Frazier 
and safety Kelvin Bellamy are among the 
best in the nation at their positions (260 
tackles combined), but the unit overall ap- 
pears thin. 

“T keep thinking we're getting better,” 
Baldridge said. “The bad thing is every- 
body else is getting better.” Ml 


Gene McLean covers college sports for the Lex- 
ington Herald-Leader. 


A Juggling Act 


Demons Hope 
Position Moves 
Will Pay Dividend 


By CARL DUBOIS 


udget crises in the states of Louisi- 
B:: and Texas have shaken the 

athletic programs of many univer- 
sities, and as a result, the Gulf Star Con- 
ference lost one-sixth of its membership 
since last season. 

The fledgling league felt the economic 
crunch early this year when Southeastern 
Louisiana dropped its 56-year-old football 
program. That decision left the Gulf Star 
with five teams, and all five seem to have 
a legitimate shot at the 1986 champion- 
ship. Spring drills failed to answer many 
questions, leaving the conference with an 
air of uncertainty and no clear-cut favor- 
ite for the title. 

Nowhere are there more question 
marks than at Northwestern (La.) State, 
which has furnished the pro ranks with 
such names as Joe Delaney, Mark Duper 
and Bobby Hebert. Coach Sam Goodwin 
has six returning all-conference players, 
including two explosive offensive threats 
—junior tailback John Stephens and sen- 
ior wide receiver Odessa Turner. But the 
situation is hardly stable because Turner 
is being switched to safety to plug huge 
holes in the Demon secondary. 

“That might be good news,” Stephen F. 
Austin State Coach Jim Hess said, “but 
then again it could be very bad. Turner 
has the speed and the size to handle the 
job, so instead of finding people who can 
keep up with him on defense, you'll have 
to get receivers who can outrun him. I 
don’t know who can.” 

Turner doubled as a defensive back in 
high school, and if he can adapt at the 
collegiate level, Goodwin’s gamble could 
pay off. 

Turner’s switch was necessitated by 
two factors. One was the departure of all 
three backfield starters from the Demons’ 
4-4-3 defensive alignment. The other was 
Goodwin’s decision to institute a 4-3-4 
setup, which requires one more starter in 
the secondary. 

“We have a lot of talent in the second- 
ary,” Goodwin said, “but they do need 
more experience.” 

All-Gulf Star defensive end James Hall 
is moving to linebacker, but the other 
three starters along the line are veterans. 
The Demons are loaded with good line- 
backers, including seniors J.T. Fenceroy, 
an all-conference selection, and Anthony 
Jackson. The Demons’ second line may 
have the best talent and depth in the 
league. 


John Stephens (above) and Odessa Turner are a pair of Northwestern : 
(La.) State thoroughbreds. 


“I think that we'll be a good defensive 
team,” said Goodwin, whose squad al- 
lowed opponents an uninspiring 381.1 
yards per game a year ago, when the 
Demons won only three of 11 games. 

The main question mark hovering over 
the offense involves Stephens, who rushed 
for 1,001 yards as a sophomore last fall, 
thus becoming the first Northwestern 
State player since Delaney to break 1,000 
yards rushing. No one questions the All- 
Gulf Star tailback’s talent, but his academ- 
ic eligibility was in question pending the 
completion of summer courses. 

“He is a franchise-type player,” Ni- 
cholls State Coach William (Sonny) Jack- 
son said. ““He’s very strong and quick and 
reminds me a lot of Delaney. He’s danger- 
ous.” 

Turner and Stephens represent the 
major variables in the Demon camp, but 
Goodwin has other holes to fill and could 
make more surprising moves in an effort 
to improve upon last year’s 2-3 league fin- 
ish (tied for third). Part-time starter Rob 
Fabrizio and untested Rusty Slack will 
battle to become quarterback Wayne 
Van's replacement, a pivotal position if 


Continued 
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NICHOLLS STATE 


Coach: Sonny Jackson (29-25-1, 5 years) 
1985 Record: 6-5; Gulf Star: 2-3/T3rd. 
Offense: One-Back. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: David Fuhrer, P; Dewayne Harri- 
son, TE; Paul Melancon, LB; Kenny Miller, DT; 
Oscar Smith, RB; Kurt Turner, LB. 

Starters Returning; Offense (8): Lynn By- 
church, G, 6-3/240, Sr.; Mark Carrier, WR, 6- 
0/185, Sr.; Jerry Havenar, C, 6-3/235, Jr.; 
Doug Hudson, QB, 6-3/205, Sr.; Billy Naquin, 
T, 6-2/255, Soph.; Patrick Pattan, T, 6-1/275, 
Sr.; Mitch Rodrique, G, 6-2/273, Sr.; Ellery 
Scott, RB, 6-0/200, Sr. Defense (8): Darnell 
Carmouche, NG, 6-0/230, Sr.; Tim Connell, 
LB, 6-0/210, Jr.; Barry Davis, CB, 5-9/170, 
Soph.; Greg Price, T, 6-0/244, Sr.; Joe Soig- 
net, S, 5-11/176, Sr.; Brad Villavaso, LB, 5- 
11/205, Soph.; Thomas Williams, CB, 6-0/ 190, 
Jr.; Dwight Wright, S, 5- 11/185, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Billy Bob Hebert, QB, Soph.; 
Brian Stropolo, WR, Sr. (RS); Brent Verzwy- 
velt, WR, Sr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Wyatt Harris, WR (transfer, 
Southwestern Louisiana); Tom Johnson, RB 
(transfer, Southwestern Louisiana); Trevis 
Rowley, DB (transfer, Southwestern Louisi- 
ana); Elliot Searcy, WR (transfer, Southwest- 
ern Louisiana); Tim Whaley, CB (transfer, 
Southwestern Louisiana), 


NORTHWESTERN (LA.) ST. 


Coach: Sam Goodwin (14-19, 3 years; 23-30- 
1 overall, 5 years) 

4985 Record: 3-8; Gulf Star: 2-3/T3rd, 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Wilson Brown, S; Charles Fulton, 
CB; David Groman, SE; Robert Moore, CB; 
Raymond Thompkins, LB; Wayne Van, QB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8); Brett Blais- 
dell, T, 6-1/275, Sr.; Armour Bryant, G, 6- 
0/261, Sr.; Keith Childress, G, 6-3/208, Jr.; 
David Golson, T, 6-3/240, Sr.; Ron Haggerty, 
FB, 5-8/193, Sr.; Carl Preston, TE, 6-2/220, 
Soph.; Jeff Steers, C, 6-0/220, Soph.; John 
Stephens, TB, 6-1/210, Jr; Odessa Turner, 
WR, 6-3/202, Sr. (switched to S) Defense 
(8): Leon Carr, T, 5-9/237, Sr.; J.T. Fenceroy, 
LB, 6-1/212, Sr.; James Hall, LB (switched 
from E), 6-2/235, Sr.; Anthony Jackson, LB, 
5-10/198, Sr.; John Kulakowski, E, 6-1/221, 
Jr.; Russ Robinson, T, 6-0/231, Sr.; Freddy 
Smith, LB, 6-2/202, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Crow, P, Sr.; Martin Har- 
rell, LB, Sr.; Keith Hodnett, K, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: A| Edwards, TB (RS); Adrian 
Howard, DB (RS); John King, L; Tracy Palmer, 
RB. 


SAM HOUSTON STATE 


Coach: Ron Randleman (23-21, 4 years; 110- 
63-3 overall, 17 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; Gulf Star: 4-1/T1st. 
Offense: |-formation, Defense: 40. 

Key Losses: Kenny Allen, TE; Lanny Dycus, 
QB; Frank Fryer, S; Carl Willis, DL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Brett Kaiser, 
T, 6-7/270, Sr.; Philip Karasek, C, 6-1/264, 
Sr.; J.J. Middleton, FB, 5-9/202, Jr.; Kelvin 
Scott, G, 6-4/265, Sr.; Luther Turner, TB, 5- 
8/205, Sr.; Ricky Wolf, WR, 5- 11/185, Sr. De- 
fense (6): Lish Adams, LB, 6-1/215, Soph.; 
Jimmy Bowman, L, 6-2/250, Jr.; Louis Gill, DB, 
6-1/180, Sr.; Theron Harrison, E, 6-4/255, Sr.; 
Freddie Nickson, LB, 6-1/210, Sr.; Tollie 
Royal, S, 6-0/197, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Jim DeRossi, OT, Sr.; Rickey 
Eggelston, TE, Soph.; Floyd George, OG, Jr.; 
Odie Harris, CB, Jr.; Billy Hayes, K, Soph.; 
Reggie Lewis, QB, Jr.; Johnny McCloud, DE, 
Sr. (medical RS); Carl Mims, CB, Jr.; Rickey 
Royal, DB, Soph. (medical RS); Talford 
Thompson, LB, Soph. (medical RS). 

Top Newcomers: Robert Beauchamp, TE 
(JC); Hudsen Goyen, DE (transfer, Houston); 
Victor Henry, RB (transfer, Texas-Arlington); 
Meldon Mickles, CB (JC); Brian Osterhaus, 
QB (transfer. Colorado); Philip Walton, WR 
(JG). 


~~ 
Nicholls State’s Doug Hudson. 


SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE 


Coach: John O'Hara (19-14, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; Gulf Star: 2-3/T3rd. 
Offense: Veer. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Eric Cobble, RB; Wayne Coffey, 
WR; Mitch Davidson, C; Pat Franklin, RB; Joe 
Ghrist, OG; David Lackey, DT; Courtney Lane, 
WR; David Longhofer, QB; Charles Sterling, S; 
John Tarvin, DT; Tony Wooley, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): John Brewer, 
G, 6-1/247, Jr.; Phil Grandjean, TE, 6-3/230, 
Sr.; Kevin Meuth, T, 6-5/263, Sr.; Henry 
Thomas, G, 6-0/270, Sr.; Charlie Vatterott, G, 
6-4/262, Sr. Defense (9): Arnold Baker, E, 5- 
41/201, Jr.; Brad Fulks, LB, 6-0/195, Soph.; 
Jimmy Nelms, S, 5-10/195, Jr.; James Perez, 
LB, 6-0/207, Soph.; James Roberson, E, 6- 
3/218, Sr.; Dexter Robinson, CB, 5-8/170, Sr.; 
Eugene Rogers, CB, 5-8/175, Jr.; Gary Wahr- 
mund, T, 6-4/250, Sr.; Shawn Woods, LB, 6- 
0/221, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Gerald Bickham, RB, Soph.; 
John Brewer, OG, Jr.; David Haas, QB, Soph.; 
Ricky Leal, DT, Sr. (medical RS); Sam Ra- 
mirez, NG, Jr. (medical RS); Roy Thomas, RB, 
Soph. 

Top Newcomers: David Johnson, DB (JC); 
James White, WR (transfer, Texas-Arlington); 
Chris Wilson, NG (JC). 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE 
Coach: Jim Hess (29-14-1, 4 years; 94-37-4 
overall, 12 years) 

1985 Record: 9-2; Gulf Star: 4-1/T1st. 
Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Floyd Dixon, WR; Shawn Fiagri, 
DE; Cercy Greer, CB; Jeff Kershaw, DE; James 
Noble, WR; Dale Pearson, DT; Chris Simonson, 
C; Phil Sotolongo, LB; Melvin White, LB; Rick 
Wilson, K/P; Jerry Woods, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Buddy Blair, 
T, 6-1/250, Sr.; Henry Canady, RB, 5-8/166, 
Sr.; John Evans, TE, 6-2/238, Sr.; Bart Fox, T, 
6-2/242, Sr.; Spencer Leftwich, G, 6-0/263, 
Jr.; Ed Montanye, G, 5-11/255, Sr.; Andrew 
Ray, RB, 5-10/186, Sr.; Todd Whitten, QB, 6- 
41/181, Sr. Defense (4): John Barbe, S, 6- 
0/176, Sr.; Pat Davis, T, 5- 10/259, Sr.; Darrell 
Harkless, S, 6-1/182, Sr.; Anthony Newsom, 
CB, 5-9/165, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Bruce Alexander, CB, Soph.; 
Bobby Henry, DE, Soph.; Chris Jones, LB, Sr.; 
Keith Melcher, DE, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: James Lathan, LB (JC); 
Melvin Patterson, WR (JC). 
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Northwestern State is to entertain any 
title hopes. 

“We can be a really good football team 
this fall if we can get a solid performance 
at quarterback,” Goodwin said. 

The rest of the backfield is solid, with 
Stephens and impressive redshirt fresh- 
man Al Edwards providing quickness at 
tailback. Goodwin may decide to switch 
Stephens to fullback so that he and the 
speedy Edwards can be in the lineup at 
the same time. 

The offensive line, which returns intact, 
is improved and deep. If the Demons find 
a consistent quarterback and adequate 
help at wide receiver to replace Turner, 
they should be able to score more than 
14.4 points per game, their average a year 
ago. 

The Demons have a solid kicking game 
with the return of last season’s all-confer- 
‘ence punter and placekicker, Senior Mike 
Crow averaged 42.4 yards per punt last 
fall, while sophomore Keith Hodnett con- 
nected on eight of 11 field goals and all 14 
extra-point attempts. 

Sam Houston State tied for the league 
title at 4-1 last season, but Gulf Star Player 
of the Year Lanny Dycus has left the 
Bearkats without their quarterback and, 
most importantly, their catalyst. 

“He was a great team leader,” Coach 
Ron Randleman said, ‘‘and the team 
played hard for him and liked to protect 
him. You don't replace someone like that 
very easily.” 

Randleman will turn to junior Reggie 
Lewis, who is familiar with Sam Houston's 
I-formation. Sophomore Brian Osterhaus, 
a transfer from Colorado, also will vie for 
playing time. 

Elsewhere, the Bearkats return six 
starters on both offense and defense. All- 
Gulf Star offensive tackle Brett Kaiser is 
the anchor ofa line that returns two other 
seasoned players, guard Kelvin Scott and 
center Philip Karasek. 

Running behind that sizable wall will be 
junior fullback J.J. Middleton and senior 
tailback Luther Turner, a 5-foot-8 all-con- 
ference speedster. The Bearkat running 
attack led the league with 204.5 yards per 
game last year and will be formidable 
again this fall. 

In addition to its six returning defensive 
regulars, Sam Houston has three former 
starters (end Johnny McCloud, linebacker 
Talford Thompson and defensive back 
Rickey Royal) who missed 1985 with in- 
juries. But lineman Carl Willis, whom 
Randleman said was “probably as impor- 
tant to our defense as Dycus was to our 
offense,” will be missed. 

If the Bearkats can remain free of in- 
juries, opponents should find it more diffi- 
cult to throw against Sam Houston, which 
ranked fourth in pass defense last year. 
Seniors Tollie Royal and Louis Gill are the 
key men in the secondary. 

Sam Houston will christen 13,000-seat 


Bearkat Stadium with its toughest sched- 
ule yet, the most noticeable feature of its 
first year in Division I-AA. Among the op- 
ponents are Nevada-Reno and Montana 
State of the Big Sky Conference. 

Stephen F. Austin State, which also 
moved up to I-AA for this season, was co- 
champ with the Bearkats in ’85. With 
eight starters back from an offensive 
squad that averaged 435.6 yards per 
game, the Lumberjacks should be in the 
thick of the title race again. 

All three departed starters, however, 
were all-conference performers, includ- 
ing wide receivers James Noble and 
Floyd Dixon. They will be hard to replace, 
but the man who tossed them their passes, 
quarterback Todd Whitten, is back. 

Whitten, a former draft choice of the 
Philadelphia Phillies, compiled the 
league’s top passing efficiency rating last 
fall by completing 182 of 352 passes for 
2,599 yards and 27 touchdowns. He yielded 
15 interceptions. 

Guard Spencer Leftwich bolsters a 
forward wall that should open some holes 
for senior running backs Henry Canady 
and Andrew Ray. All-Gulf Star tight end 
John Evans also is valuable up front. 

Defensively, only four starters return. 

“The talent is there,” Hess said. “They 
just haven’t played.” 

Two-time all-conference safety Darrell 


High-flying safety Darrell Harkless is 
player on an untested Stephen F. Austin defense 


the top 


Harkless leads the largely untested Lum- 
berjack defense. If Hess can fill the holes 
on that unit and find a replacement for 
punter-placekicker Rick Wilson, Stephen 
F. Austin’s I-AA debut could be highly suc- 
cessful. 

In quarterback Doug Hudson and All- 
Gulf Star wide receiver Mark Carrier, Ni- 
cholils State has a passing combination 
that “may be the best in the nation,” ac- 
cording to Jackson. 

The Colonels’ coach is pleased to have 
back Carrier, who caught 43 passes for 
758 yards a year ago, and Hudson, who 
completed 57 percent of his passes for 
2,348 yards. 

But Jackson may add some new wrin- 
kles to his offense. One strong possibility 
is a platoon system involving Hudson and 
sophomore Billy Bob Hebert, the brother 
of New Orleans Saints quarterback Bobby 
Hebert. Such an arrangement would capi- 
talize on Hebert’s talents in the running 
game, Hudson’s only weakness. 

The Colonels’ offensive line, featuring 
all-conference guard Lynn Bychurch, will 
be strong and deep, but replacing running 
back Oscar Smith, who rushed for 947 
yards last fall, will be difficult. 

Already well stocked in defensive 
backs, the Colonels are still gloating over 
the acquisition of cornerback Tim Whaley 
from the now-defunct Southeastern Louisi- 
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that will have to produce if the Bearkats hope to 
post winning numbers. 


ana Lions. 

“T didn’t realize how great he was until 
he got over here,” Jackson said. “He’s ad- 
justed real well coming to a new place, 
and the players all have a great deal of 
respect for him.” 

Some of the Colonels’ surplus defensive 
backs may be moved to the offensive 
backfield or other defensive positions. 

Southwest Texas State had an excel- 
lent recruiting year, which could come in 
handy as the Bobcats return no skill-posi- 
tion players on offense. 

The line, however, should be solid with 
guard Charlie Vatterott and tackle Kevin 
Meuth. Coach John O’Hara will be looking 
for continued improvement from quarter- 
back David Haass, who started late in the 
season and was named the league’s 
Freshman of the Year. 

Junior linebacker Shawn Woods paced 
a Bobcat squad that topped the league in 
pass defense. Nine starters are back from 
that unit, including such honors candi- 
dates as end Arnold Baker and corner- 
backs Eugene Rogers and Dexter Robin- 
son. 

“We have enough talent to be a decent 
football team,” O’Hara said. “How good 
we get after that depends on how dedi- 
cated we are.” 


Carl Dubois covers college sports for the Lake 
Charles (La.) American Press. 
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Happy Together 


Gateway Schools 
Are Satisfied 


With Alignment 


By RON SYLVESTER 


4 4 Wi are women going to 
play football?” was just 
one of the many weird 

questions Patty Viverito found herself an- 

swering last fall. 

Well, women weren't. But the confusion 
was understandable. Viverito, the first 
woman commissioner of a football league, 
patiently explained how the all-women's 
Gateway Collegiate Athletic Conference 
had decided to open its doors to men 
when six member universities asked to 
place their football teams under the juris- 
diction of the St. Louis-based league. 

“The first thing people were imagining 
was this vision of women in shoulder 
pads,” Viverito said. 

Once the games began, it didn’t take 
long for people to realize that men, for the 
first time, were playing under the Gate- 
way banner. And lest anyone question the 
masculinity of these teams, consider the 
fact that three Gateway teams appeared 
briefly in the Division I-AA Top 20 rank- 
ings in the grouping’s first year of compe- 
tition. In addition, league champion 
Northern Iowa advanced to the semifinals 
of the I-AA nationa) playoffs. 

“T really think this has to be the top 
I-AA conference in the nation, or at least 
one of the top two or three,” Illinois State 
Coach Bob Otolski said. “The team that 
won the national championship (Georgia 
Southern) scored in the last 34 seconds to 
beat Northern lowa. Our game with 
Northern Iowa was close, and we had a 
fumble on the goal line which might have 
changed things, 

“When only one game separates third 
place from last place, you have to think 
that’s a pretty competitive conference.” 

Said Northern Iowa Coach Darrell 
Mudra: “This conference has been fantas- 
tic and is possibly one of the best in the 
country.” 

Four of the six Gateway schools had 
been playing in relative anonymity before 
1985. Northern Iowa, Eastern Illinois, 
Western Illinois and Southwest Missouri 
State had comprised the Mid-Continent 
Conference, which was too small to be 
considered a championship-awarding 
league by the NCAA. 

“We were just too small with only four 
teams,” Mudra said, 

The Mid-Continent schools saw their op- 
portunity to expand—and increase their 
exposure—when the Missouri Valley Con- 
ference dropped football as a league 
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sport. They joined forces with former 
MVC teams Illinois State and Southern Illi- 
nois, which were more comfortable in the 
Gateway alignment. 

“The thing I like about this conference 
is that it's made up of al! LAA teams,” 
Otolski said. “In the Missouri Valley you 
had Tulsa and Wichita State that were I-A. 
There's a big difference.” 

Although the Gateway champion does 
not receive an automatic bid to the na- 
tional playoffs, the fact that Northern 
Iowa was playing in a full-fledged NCAA 
conference helped the school receive an 
at-large bid. 

The fact that the Panthers posted their 
best regular-season record ever (10-1) 
didn’t hurt, either. 

“Our team turned out better than we 
anticipated last year,” Mudra said, “and 
the enthusiasm we gained by making the 
playoffs was important. I think we'll be 
about as good this year.” 

With the nucleus of their offense and a 
strong defensive front returning, they 
should be. In fact, a number of the Pan- 
thers' key players last year were sopho- 
mores, so Northern Iowa may be the 
team to beat for the next two seasons. 

Quarterback Mike Smith, the league's 
Offensive Player of the Year last fall, re- 
turns for his junior year after completing 
58.1 percent of his passes for 2,357 yards 
and 16 touchdowns to rank No. 1 in the 
league in passing efficiency. He will be 
joined in the backfield by halfback Carl 
Boyd, who rushed for 1,020 yards and 14 
touchdowns as a sophomore, and fullback 
Errol Peebles, who gained 808 yards on 
the ground as a freshman, 

Another rookie contributor was place- 
kicker Mike Angell, who booted 15 field 
goals to rank among the national leaders. 
Providing senior leadership will be split 
end Scott Francke (39 receptions for 602 
yards). 

The weakest part of the offense figures 
to be the line, where center Mark Hans- 
sen is the only returning starter. 

“Our offensive line may be better than 
last year’s by the time we line up in the 
fall,” said Mudra, the league’s inaugural 
Coach of the Year, “But we’re less experi- 
enced, so it will take some work.” 

Mudra likes the looks of his defensive 
squad. That unit ranked second in the 
Gateway last year, but I-AA All-America 
cornerback Joe Fuller and all-conference 
performers Edward Grimes and Moses 
Aimable will be missed. Still, Mudra be- 
lieves he has good players to fill the holes. 

“On defense we return two ends and in- 
side we have (All-Gateway tackle) Terry 
Orth coming back,” Mudra said. “We've 
recruited some junior college players who 
may make our line even stronger. We 
have our linebackers back, and two or 
three juco transfers will give us depth 
there.” 

Mudra’s top defensive returnee is sen- 
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ior linebacker Mark Farley, co-winner of 
the Gateway Defensive Player of the 
Year award. Also back is senior Clay Ne- 
tusil, who averaged 40.4 yards per punt 
last fall. 

“Where we'll have to do the most work 
is in our secondary,” Mudra said. “We 
have two redshirts, Pat Hansen and Brian 
Lomica, and last year Dave McCorvey 
and Theo Key played in our backfield half 
the time. So we're really not completely 
void in that area,” 

Mudra said the Panthers will continue 
to have a youthful look, thanks to a suc- 
cessful recruiting year he credited to 
Iowa's trip to the Rose Bowl. 

“Iowa has gotten so good it doesn’t re- 
cruit much from the state anymore,” 
Mudra said. “When the university has a 
good team, high school football in lowa 
gets better, and that helps us because we 
can get those kids.” 

Another group of Panthers—those from 
Eastern Ilinois—should have a strong of- 
fense this year. In fact, all 11 starters re- 
turn from a unit that paced the league in 
passing. 

Leading the way for ‘Eastern Airlines” 
is the all-conference trio of quarterback 
Sean Payton and wide receivers Roy 
Banks and Calvin Pierce, plus junior run- 
ning back DuWayne Pitts. Payton passed 
for 3,146 yards and 22 touchdowns last 
season. Pierce grabbed 900 yards worth of 
passes, followed by Banks’ 817 yards and 
nine TDs and Pitts’ 458 yards. Pitts also 
rushed for 968 yards, 

Tackles Steve Bonnes and Chris Geile 
anchor a solid line. 

“We've felt like we’ve been able to keep 
our heads above water while we were try- 
ing to rebuild,” Coach Al Molde said. “In 
1983 we went 9-2 and graduated 21 sen- 
iors. We haven’t had that many seniors 
graduate since and we haven't had a los- 
ing record (6-5 twice). This year we’re 
close to 20 seniors.” 

Molde’s biggest concern is the defense. 
The Panthers gave up 24.7 points and 
390.7 yards per game last year, the worst 
averages in the league. Safety Bob Bron- 
augh looms as the only honors candidate 
on that squad. 

“We'll definitely go as our defense 
goes,” Molde said. “We've got eight re- 
turning starters on defense, but we're 
looking for some competition for starting 
spots from our younger kids. We gradu- 
ated our entire kicking game. Defense 
and the kicking game are what I believe 
in.” 

Molde will be looking to a group of jun- 
ior college recruits—Richard Ehmke, 
Steve Tillitson and possibly others—to fill 
the void left by the departure of place- 
kicker and punter Evan Arapostathis. 

Western Illinois led the Gateway in 
total defense last season, surrendering 
only 288.7 yards per game. But with eight 
regulars returning, the Leathernecks are 
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looking for a more aggressive attack. 

“We're very excited about our defense, 
and with the experience we have coming 
back, we’re implementing more things,” 
defensive coordinator John Smith said. 
“What we'd like to do is be more of a 
pressure defense than we were last year. 
In the past we’ve been more of a blitzing 
team, and we’d like to go back to that.” 

Linebacker Mike Hryn, who made 126 
tackles last season, and defensive backs 
Bruce McCray and Marcus Ballard, all 
seniors, are the focal points of the Leath- 
erneck defense. Tackle Todd Auer is the 
key man on the line. 

“We must do a better job in preventing 
our opponents to score,” Coach Bruce 
Craddock said. “We gave up too many 
points last year (an average of 23 per 
game). And at the same time our defense 
must be more opportunistic than we were 
a year ago. Our defense must score 
more.” 

On offense, quarterback Paul Singer is 
back after a freshman campaign in which 
he completed 55.3 percent of his passes 
for 1,601 yards. No other freshman in the 
I-AA ranks exceeded his passing efficien- 
cy rating last year. 

“As a freshman, Singer wasn’t used to 
reading coverages,” Smith said, “so he 


Boyd, who rushed for more than 
1,000 yards and scored 14 touchdowns last season, 
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ought to be able to recognize things now 
and audible more.” 

Western Illinois will strive for an im- 
proved passing game despite the loss of 
its top two pass catchers. Senior receivers 
Albert Brown, Nate Blanks, Joe Maher 
and Randy Clary will be Singer’s main 
targets this season. Singer will be taking 
snaps from senior Frank Winters, an 
honors candidate, but the rest of the line 
and the backfield lack experience. 

“We should have a real dogfight at the 
running back positions,” Craddock said. 
“Hopefully we'll have four backs who will 
emerge.” 

At Southwest Missouri State, first-year 
Coach Jesse Branch also is looking for the 
emergence of some running backs. The 
Bears finished second in the Gateway last 
season, largely because of their I-AA-lead- 
ing rushing game, which produced 298.7 
yards per game. 

Gone, however, are Keith Williams and 
Rod Witt (who combined for 2,022 yards 
and 21 touchdowns), two All-Gateway line- 
men and four other offensive starters. 
That’s not to mention Rich Johanning- 
meier, who stepped down as coach to ac- 
cept a position on the NCAA enforcement 
staff. 

“We've got 50 freshmen on our team— 


returns to Northern Iowa’s talented offensive back- 
field. 


22 redshirts and 28 new signings,” said 
Branch, a former wide receivers coach at 
Arkansas. “This will be where we look for 
added depth and possibly some starting 
positions. We don’t have a quarterback 
who’s ever taken a snap in our new of- 
fense, and it’s just a question of time to 
see how they'll pick it up.” 

The quarterback job is wide open. 
Among the candidates to take over for 
Tom Leeker are sophomore Scott Hart- 
wig, a former high school signal-caller 
who played safety and returned punts last 
season; Drake transfer John Lawrence 
and redshirt freshmen Jeff Voris and 
Doug Gilliam. 

Returning halfbacks Raynard Smith 
and Ryan Jackson combine with redshirt 
freshman Tony Gilbert for a quick back- 
field. Junior Elijah Dukes is a top candi- 
date for fullback. 

“We've got the numbers in our back- 
field,” Branch said. “All we have to do 
now is get somebody to knock a hole for 
them to run through.” 

The Bears’ top two honors candidates 
are linemen. All-conference center David 
Heim bolsters an offensive front that 
lacks experience. On the other side of the 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Al Molde (21-13, 3 years; 95-55-5 
overall, 15 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Gateway: 2-3/T3rd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Evan Arapostathis, K; Ed Nailon, 
CB; Brian Newby, CB; Tom Moskal, DT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (11): Roy Banks, 
WR, 6-0/ 190, Sr.; Steve Bonnes, T, 6-3/255, 
Sr.; Willie Gain, WR, 6-0/ 180, Sr.; Chris Geile, 
T, 6-5/295, Sr; Shon McCray, TE, 6-2/240, 
Jr.; Jim Miteff, G, 6-0/230, Jr.; Sean O'Brien, 
CG, 6- 1/270, Soph.; Sean Payton, QB, 6-1/200, 
Sr.; Mark Peterson, G, 6-3/245, Jr.; Calvin 
Pierce, WR, 6-1/200, Sr.; DuWayne Pitts, RB, 
5-9/175, Jr. Defense (8): Bob Bronaugh, S, 
5-11/190, Sr.; Bill Cochrane, LB, 6-1/240, Jr.; 
Rod Mathis, LB, 6-3/215, Sr.; Carl Parker, T, 
5-11/225, Jr.; Scott Pilkerton, NG, 6-0/220, 
Sr.; Darius Shavers, S, 5-8/160, Sr.; Derick 
Wilhelms, LB, 6-2/220, Jr.; Rick Ziemann, LB, 
5-11/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Scott Johnson, S, Soph.; John 
Jurkovic, DT, Soph.; James Marable, RB, 
Soph.; Jeff Mills, LB, Soph.; David Swingler, 
CB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Richard Ehmke, K (JC); 
Marcus O'Neal, WR; Ralph Stewart, WR; Steve 
Tillitson, K (JC); John Vanderstaay, DB (JC). 


ILLINOIS STATE 


Coach: Bob Otolski (22-29-1, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 6-3-2; Gateway: 1-3-1/6th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mike Beneturski, OG; Darrell 
Crouch, OT; Creig Federico, WR; Bob Kampf, 
MG; Greg Lunak, DE; Jim Meyer, OT; Mark 
Neuhouser, C; Steve Stull, QB; Dave Wilson, 
WR; Stephon Wilson, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Charles Cal- 
houn, G, 6-0/262, Jr.; Chris Roberts, TE, 6- 
4/220, Sr.; Henry Waters, TB, 5-9/175, Soph. 
Defense (9): Tom Blumenshine, S, 6-2/190, 
Sr.; Warren Calhoun, CB, 5-11/191, Jr.; Gary 
Conley, CB, 5- 10/180, Jr.; Brian Gant, LB, 6- 
0/223, Sr.; John Jurkus, LB, 5-11/202, Jr.; 
John Kropke, T, 6-4/258, Jr.; Peter Shorts, T, 
6-7/255, Jr.; Jeff Smith, S, 6-1/180, Soph.; 
Rich Zukowski, E, 6-2/230, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Billy Garrett, WR, Jr. (medical 
RS); Tony Gunn, DE/OG, Soph. (medical RS); 
Mike McCabe, P, Soph.; Jim MecNicholas, TE, 
Jr; Paul Politi, K, Sr; James Postell, FB, Sr.; 
Jeff Skibinsi, DE, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Brett Brindley, LB (transfer, 
Drake); Marty Casper, FB (transfer, Drake); 
Ed Cheatham, QB (transfer, Drake); Will Grier, 
WR; Dan Hackman, C (RS); Mike Maines, WR 
(RS); Mike Moore, RB; Greg Peeler, QB (RS). 


NORTHERN IOWA 


Coach: Darrell Mudra (26-9, 3 years; 183-74- 
3 overall, 24 years) 

1985 Record: 10-1; Gateway: 5-0/ 1st. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Moses Aimable, DB; Bill Bealles, 
OT; Mark Caballero, OG; Joe Fuller, CB; Ed- 
ward Grimes, DE; Frank Ori, OG; Dwayne 
Price, OT; Henry Saxon, LB; Al Speicher, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Brian Baker, 
TE, 6-4/228, Jr.; Carl Boyd, HB, 5-6/169, Jr.; 
Scott Francke, SE, 5- 11/173, Sr.; Mark Hans- 
sen, C, 6-1/255, Jr.; Sherrod Howard, TE, 6- 
3/215, Soph.; Errol Peebles, FB, 5-8/221, 
Soph.; Mike Smith, QB, 5- 10/175, Jr.; Eric 
White, WR, 6-0/178, Sr. Defense (7): Jeff 
Bealles, E, 6-3/225, Jr,; Spencer Cowan, LB, 
6-1/190, Sr.; Mark Farley, LB, 6-1/200, Sr.; 
Dave McCorvey, CB, 6-2/207, Soph.; Terry 
Orth, T, 6- 1/244, Sr,; Art Stelken, E, 6-4/255, 
Sr.; Bob Storbeck, LB, 6-3/217, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Angell, K, Soph.; Paul 
Flynn, OT, Jr.; John Hill, FB, Jr.; Thelonius Key, 
CB, Soph.; Dave McCorvey, CB, Soph.; Kevin 
Mote, K, Jr.; Clay Netusil, P, Sr.; Anthony Price, 
WR, Soph.; Mark Steines, LB, Sr. (RS); Kevin 
Willard, QB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Pat Bullocks, WR (JC); Pat 
Hansen, DB (RS); Brian Lomica. DB (RS). 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Ray Dorr (7-15, 2 years) ) 

1985 Record: 4-7; Gateway: 2-3/T3rd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Tom Baugh, C; Sterling Haywood, 
DE; Tim Redmond, OG; James Stevenson, WR; 
Darren Wietecha, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8); Mark Ban- 
bury, G, 6-1/236, Sr.; Kevin Brown, QB, 6- 
3/190, Soph.; Byron Mitchell, TB, 5-11/174, 
Jr.; Bruce Phibbs, FB, 6-2/225, Jr.; Bobby 
Sloan, TE, 6-1/186, Jr.; David Smith, T, 6- 
8/268, Jr.; Sebron Spivey, SE, 6-0/183, Sr.; 
Ralph Van Dyke, T, 6-6/244, Sr. Defense (9): 
Mike Carbonaro, LB, 6-2/225, Jr.; John Field, 
S, 5- 10/192, Sr.; Vernon Gurley, MG, 6-2/234, 
Jr.; Bobby McNabb, S, 5-11/187, Jr.; Tim 
Spencer, CB, 5-10/166, Jr.; Rick Spielman, 
LB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Tyrone Washington, CB, 5- 
9/199, Sr.; Jim White, E, 6-3/233, Sr.; Anthony 
Woods, LB, 6-4/2085, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Ron Miller, K, Sr.; Drew Morri- 
son, P, Sr. 


SOUTHWEST MISSOURI 


Coach: Jesse Branch (first year at Southwest 
Missouri State) 

1985 Record: 6-4-1; Gateway: 2-2-1/2nd. 
Offense: Flexbone. Defense: Eight-Man Front. 
Key Losses: Dave Alpough, DT; Kevin Bor, OG; 
Mike Chatman, CB; James Houston, LB; Dave 
Knowski, OT; Tom Leeker, QB; Howard Patton, 
S; Brad Sellenriek, OT; Jeff Simon, DE; B.J. 
Torbert, SE; Mike Truelove, TE; Keith Williams, 
HB; Rodd Witt, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): David Heim, 
C, 6-3/245, Sr.; Ryan Jackson, HB, 6-1/200, 
Jr.; Chris Tayrien, G, 6-2/235, Sr. Defense (7): 
Ken Braden, LB, 6-1/214, Jr,; Preston Estes, 
DE, 6-0/205, Jr.; Wayne Evans, DB, 5-10/170, 
Sr.; Dempster Jackson, DB, 5-10/166, Soph.; 
Matt Soraghan, LB, 6-2/224, Sr.; Petey Ste- 
vens, L, 6-1/250, Sr.; Ed Torano, MG, 6- 
3/232, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Atzen, P, Sr.; Elijah 
Dukes, FB, Jr.; Scott Hartwig, QB/S, Soph.; 
Chris Hollis, DL, Jr. (RS); Joe Lisanti, MG, 
Soph.; Tony Lopez, SE, Sr.; Bill Norton, TE, Jr.; 
Raynard Smith, HB, Soph.; John Thomas, DB, 
Sr. (RS); Claude Weaver, DL, Soph, (RS); 
Ben Wilkins, DB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Scott Frerichs, C (transfer, 
Drake); Tony Gilbert, HB (RS); John 
Lawrence, QB (transfer, Drake), 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Bruce Craddock (14-17-1, 3 years; 
38-36-1 overall, 7 years) 

41985 Record: 5-5; Gateway: 2-3/T3rd. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Don Faaiuaso, DT; Ken Huddles- 
ton, SE; Jeff McKinney, FB; Scott Noble, DB; 
Rick Pryor, OT; Brad Sobotka, DE; Craig Tay- 
lor, TB; Mark Tigges, OT; Paul Zink, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Albert 
Brown, WR, 6-0/180, Sr.; Joe Maher, TE, 6- 
3/225, Sr.; Paul Singer, QB, 6-3/185, Soph.; 
Brent Westemeyer, G, 6-0/250, Sr.; Frank 
Winters, C, 6-3/265, Sr. Defense (8): Todd 
Auer, T, 6-1/235, Sr.; Marcus Ballard, DB, 5- 
40/172, Sr.; Shannon Berry, E, 6-2/260, Sr.; 
Mike Himley, DB, 5-9/175, Jr.; Mike Hryn, LB, 
6-2/225, Sr.; Marty Lomelino, LB, 6-0/225, 
Jr.; Bruce McCray, DB, 5-10/175, Sr.; Deion 
Melvin, LB, 5- 11/205, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Nate Blanks, WR, Sr.; Tom 
Bragg, TE, Jr.; Randy Clary, WB, Sr.; John Sul- 
livan, DE, Sr. (medical RS); Tom Troutman, 
DB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Todd Fulton, RB (JC); 
Bobby Matthews, RB (transfer, lowa State). 


The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook 


ball, junior Preston Estes, an All-Gateway 
end last year, is one of three returning 
starters on the line. 

The only major loss on defense was 
linebacker James Houston, who shared 
the league’s Defensive Player of the Year 
award with Northern Iowa's Farley. Over- 
all, Branch’s defense has considerable 
depth and experience. But the Bears fin- 
ished fifth in the league in defense last 
year, so these players have a lot of room 
for improvement. 

Southern Illinois’ top returning player 
is junior Byron Mitchell, who rushed for 
1,211 yards and seven touchdowns last 
fall. But the all-conference tailback may 
find his role de-emphasized as the Salukis’ 
offense becomes more pass oriented. 

“The reason we were a running team in 
1985 was because we had a young quarter- 
back and we wanted to keep the pressure 
off him,” Coach Ray Dorr said of Kevin 
Brown, who completed only 47.4 percent 
of his passes as a freshman last year. “But 
the strength of our offensive line and the 
maturity of Brown will allow us to throw 
more.” 

Brown’s primary receiver will be sen- 
ior Sebron Spivey, who hauled in 22 passes 
a year ago. 

Surprisingly, Dorr said he is most wor- 
ried about his defense, which boasts a pair 
of all-conference performers in line- 
backer Rick Spielman and safety John 
Field. 

“Our main concern is our defense,” 
Dorr said. “We've got nine starters re- 
turning, but we gave up quite a few yards 
last year (320.3 per game). We had a very 
strong secondary, but our defensive front 
gave us trouble.” 

Illinois State, which occupied the Gate- 
way cellar last season, is in one of those 
good news-bad news situations. First, the 
bad news. 

“Offensively, we’re very young,” Otolski 
said. “We have only three starters return- 
ing.... We’ve got to come up with some 
stability in our offensive line, and the 
quarterback spot is wide open. (Senior) 
Ed Cheatham, Drake’s quarterback, 
transferred here, and we've got freshmen 
on campus who will have to adapt quick- 
ly.” 

The only bright spot on offense is senior 
Paul Politi. The all-conference placekick- 
er converted 17 of 25 field-goal attempts 
last year and is the Redbirds’ all-time 
leading scorer. 

The good news for Illinois State is its 
defense. 

“On defense we're very strong with 
nine starters coming back,” Otolski said. 
“Our defense will have to carry us early.” 

All-Gateway safety Jeff Smith, line- 
backer Brian Gant and tackle John 
Kropke are just three of several potential 
award winners for the Redbirds. @ 


Ron Sylvester covers college sports for the 
Springfield (Mo.) News-Leader. 


Another Payton? 


Jackson State’s 
Lewis Tillman 
Fits Description 


By O.K. DAVIS 


ny running back who comes to 
yo State knows that pressure 

comes with the territory. Walter 
Payton made sure of that. 

Payton, the National Football League’s 
all-time leading rusher, enjoyed a phe- 
nomenal career at the Jackson, Miss., 
school, scoring more points (464) than any 
player in NCAA history before moving on 
to the Chicago Bears. Naturally, he left a 
legacy that hangs over every runner who 
has followed in his footsteps. 

But Lewis Tillman has been filling Pay- 
ton’s legendary shoes quite nicely, since 
he arrived at Jackson State in 1984. 

As a freshman, Tillman finished as the 
team’s No. 2 rusher with 258 yards on 54 
carries. Last year as a sophomore, Till- 
man led the Southwestern Athletic Con- 
ference with 774 yards on 177 carries (4.4 
average). He also was the team’s second- 
leading scorer with eight touchdowns. 

“He’s the best running back that’s been 
here since Walter,” said Jackson State 
Coach W.C. Gorden, who was the Tigers’ 
defensive coordinator during the Payton 
era. “Every time we have a back who 
looks as if he’s going to be a great one, the 
fans around here start comparing him to 
Walter. I believe Lewis is the closest thing 
to a Payton.” 

Like Payton, Tillman is blessed with 
neither outstanding size (6-foot, 198 
pounds) nor speed (4.55 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash). But also like Payton, he runs 
with a deceptiveness that leaves defend- 
ers shaking their heads. 

“The first game he ever played here, I 
could see he was going to be a good one,” 
Gorden recalled. “We were playing at Al- 
abama State and our running back coach 
wanted to see what ‘this Tillman kid’ 
could do. We put him in during the second 
quarter, and the first play he ran, he 
gained 65 yards. He finished that game 
with 184 yards. I turned to my running 
back coach and said, ‘I believe we found 
out what that Tillman kid can do.’ Right 
then, the fans around Jackson started 
calling Lewis ‘the new Walter Payton.’ " 

Tillman appreciates the comparisons to 
Payton, but he doesn’t dwell on them. 

“I'd rather the fans remember me for 
what I accomplished, not how I compared 
with Mr. Payton,” he said, speaking in al- 
most total reverence of the NFL legend. 
“But it hasn’t created any extra pressure 
for me. I knew when I came here that it 
could possibly happen if I had a good sea- 


son. The only pressure is the pressure I 
place on myself.” 

Don't be surprised if Tillman’s statistics 
get even better this year. He spent the 
past winter beefing up his body by making 
daily trips to the weight room, where he 
would bench press up to 250 pounds. 

“I believe I'll be a stronger runner this 
year,” he said. 

With Tillman in the backfield—plus a 
bundle of other good players at most posi- 
tions—Jackson State looms as the team to 
beat in the SWAC this season after shar- 
ing the title with Grambling State last 
year. 

Teaming up with Tillman as ground- 
gaining threats are sophomores Billy 
Smith and Darryl Jones. Jones also is an 
excellent punt returner, having ranked 
third in the nation with a 13.l-yard aver- 
age a year ago. 

Junior Shannon Boyd, who completed 
only 44.1 percent of his 186 attempts in 85, 
will be the team’s starting quarterback 
again, although freshmen Mike Brinkley 
and Shawn Gregory will compete for 
playing time. Boyd's favorite target re- 
turns in senior flanker Stacey Mobley, a 
5-7 speedster who caught 32 passes for 769 
yards and nine touchdowns last year. 

All-star prospects James Harvey at 
tackle and Houston Hoover at guard lead 
an experienced offensive line that wel- 
comes back tackle Darrell Hall, who sat 
out last season with an injury. 

Eight starters return from a defensive 
unit that ranked third in the nation (271.6 
yards per game). The Tigers were the 
toughest Division I-AA team against the 
run, allowing just 63 yards per game. 

Three starters return in the secondary. 
Cornerback Carl Johnson, who returned 
three of his eight interceptions for TDs 
last fall, heads a unit that includes safety 
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Jackson State running back Lewis Tillman has rushed into Southwest- 
ern Athletic Conference prominence. 
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Warren Plowden. 

Leon Seals is an all-star candidate at 
defensive end, where he finished No. 2 on 
the team in tackles last year with 94, and 
Andre Lloyd appears ready to succeed I- 
AA All-America Jackie Walker as one of 
the conference’s premier linebackers, 

Gorden is pleased to have back all 
these proven players, but he cringes when 
he checks out the schedule that awaits his 
Tigers. Jackson State must travel to 
Grambling, Alcorn State and Southern 
(La.) for crucial league games. 

“When you're the ‘queen bee’ of the 
league, everybody’s looking to grab some 
honey from you,” Gorden said. 

Speaking of encores, Coach Eddie Rob- 
inson will be hard-pressed to provide one 
at Grambling State. He became college 
football's all-time winningest coach in 
1985 and enters this season with 329 vic- 
tories. 

Despite the excitement that surrounded 
Robinson's milestone achievement, how- 
ever, Grambling fans did notice one area 
for improvement. They'd like to see their 
Tigers win the SWAC title outright. Gram- 
bling had to concede the trophy to Jack- 
son State, which had inflicted its only 
league loss, 

“T would’ve traded Number 324 (the vic- 
tory that passed Bear Bryant’s record) for 
the championship,” Robinson said. “Even 
with all that we accomplished last year, it 
really hurt not to win that championship.” 

But with a talented crew of equally dis- 
appointed players, the Tigers may pres- 
ent their leader with that prize in 1986. 

Injuries canceled the 1985 seasons of 
split end Calvin Nicholas and wingback 
Patrick Scott, but both will be in the start- 
ing lineup again this year. Nicholas 
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ALABAMA STATE 


Coach: Jim Parker (12-31, 4 years; 16-37 
overall, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; SWAC: 2-5/6th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Lawrence Anderson, WR; Anthony 
Benjamin, QB; Morris Brown, RB; Ricky Cor- 
bitt, DL; Keith Davis, C; Fitzgerald Godwin, OL; 
Isaac Golson, DB; Clarence Hall, OL; Fred 
Hayes, C; Terry Jones, DL; Anthony Scott, QB; 
William Tolbert, LB; Lavoris Winfrey, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Andre Cleve- 
land, L, 6-2/230, Sr.; William Collins, L, 6- 
0/275, Sr.; Darron Jenkins, RB, 5-7/180, Jr.; 
Anthony McElhaney, L, 6-2/225, Jr.; Darryl 
Pearson, TE, 6-1/185, Jr.; Darryl Sinkfield, 
WR, 5-9/170, Jr. Defense (9): Eddie Cook, 
LB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Anthony Crook, NG, 6- 
1/235, Jr.; John Hines, L, 6-2/230, Jr.; Tommy 
Oliver, L, 6-3/250, Sr.; Robert Pritchard, LB, 
5-10/220, Sr.; Edwin Ross, CB, 6-1/195, Jr.; 
Charles Staples, CB, 6-1/185, Jr.; James Till- 
man, LB, 6-1/200, Jr.; Walter Williams, CB, 5- 
9/180, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Herman Baxter, FB, Soph.; 
Nkwanta Gresham, WR, Jr.; Timothy Lemons, 
RB, Soph.; Victor Marshall, WR, Soph.; Lymos 
McDonald, LB, Soph.:; Harrison Wallace, RB, 
Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Robert Days, QB (RS); John 
Mitchell, DB; Lorenzo Pickett, DB (RS). 


ALCORN STATE 


Coach: Theophilus Danzy (first year at Alcorn 
State) 

1985 Record: 7-3; SWAC: 5-2/T3rd. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Willie Brown, NG; Charles Cole- 
man, TE; Wayne Dillard, LB; George Green, 
K/P; Darryl Joe, WB; Tony Knox, C; Roderick 
Means, DT; Richard Myles, QB; Perry Qualls, 
TB; Michael Reese, DE; Kevin Ryles, DT; John 
Stafford, FB; Tony Woolfolk, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Milton Bar- 
ney, WR, 5-9/152, Sr.; James Hervey, T, 6- 
2/258, Soph.; Byron Issac, G, 6- 1/241, Soph.; 
Robert Washington, T, 6-4/251, Sr.; Anthony 
Wood, G, 6- 1/248, Soph. Defense (5): Joseph 
James, LB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Michael Lee, E, 6- 
3/208, Sr.; Milton Mack, CB, 5-11/182, Sr.; 
Bilal Malik, CB, 5-8/177, Sr.; Elliot Smith, S, 
6-0/177, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Andre Branch, DT, Soph.; Ce- 
dric Bush, TB, Soph.; Roy Coleman, DT, Soph.; 
Xavier Hall, LB, Soph.; Ezra Thomas, TB, 
Soph.; Jerome Vigne, QB, Soph.; Premal 
Younger, WB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Vincent Carter, NG; Marlan 
Griffin, P (RS); Aundra Lambert, RB; Victor 
Lyons, LB; Roy Pennyman, L; Cephus Trotter, 
DE (RS); Kevin Wright, DT (RS). 


GRAMBLING STATE 


Coach: Eddie Robinson (329-109-15, 44 
years) 

1985 Record: 9-2; SWAC: 6-1/Tist. 

Offense: Wing-T. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Fred Collins, LB; Robert Goins, S; 
Leonard Griffin, DE; James Harris, LB; Terrell 
Landry, QB; James McFarland, WB; Levelle 
Moore, OG; James Polk, DT; Dwayne Richard, 
OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Clyde Dyson, 
FB, 5-10/195, Jr.; Wayne Hill, HB, 6-1/205, 
Sr.; Barry Lee, T, 6-4/285, Sr.; Jerome Penn, 
G, 6-1/270, Sr.; Kevin Roy, SE, 6-7/230, Sr.; 
Rickey Warren, T, 6-1/268, Soph.; Arthur 
Wells, TE, 6-4/257, Sr. Defense (5): Anthony 
Anderson, CB, 6-2/183, Sr.; Victor Hill, S, 6- 
0/183, Sr.; Jeffrey Smith, CB, 6-1/180, Jr.; 
Sean Smith, T, 6-4/245, Sr.; Joe Willlams, LB, 
6-3/226,Sr. 

Key Returnees: Chauncey Allen, QB, dr.; 
Carlos Ellison, FB, Sr.; Ronnie Coleman, LB, 
Jr.; Sygmon Holland, LB, Soph.; Calvin Nicho- 
las, SE, Sr. (RS); Patrick Scott, WB, Sr. (RS). 
Top Newcomers: Walter Dean, RB; Clemente 
Gordon, QB; Michael Lindsey, QB (transfer, 
Morgan State); Charles Wilson, DL. 


Grambling ’s Wa yne Hill. 


JACKSON STATE 


Coach: W.C. Gordon (73-28-2, 11 years) 
1985 Record: 8-3; SWAC: 6-1/Tist. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Reginald Carr, NT; Victor Hall, TE; 
Martin Turner, OT; Jackie Walker, LB; Darrell 
Woods, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Shannon 
Boyd, QB, 6-3/199, Jr.; James DeMerritt, FB, 
Sr.; James Harvey, T, 6-3/268, Sr.; Houston 
Hoover, G, 6-4/262, Jr.; Terrence Hull, WR, 5- 
10/164, Sr.; Stacy Mobley, FL, 5-7/160, Sr.; 
Henry Moore, G/T, 6- 1/302, Jr.; Lewis Tillman, 
RB, 6-1/198, Jr. Defense (8): Kevin Dent, S, 
6-3/180, Soph.; Dennis Conner, LB, 5-11/234, 
Jr.; Carl Johnson, CB, 5-6/150, Jr.; Andre 
Lloyd, LB, 6-2/229, Jr.; Steve Martin, E, 6- 
3/240, Sr.; Warren Plowden, S, 6-4/188, Sr.; 
Leon Seals, E, 6-4/245, Jr.; Deatrich Wise, T, 
6-4/246, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Darrell Hall, OT, Sr. (RS); 
Melvin Pete, QB, Sr.; Billy Smith, RB, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Mike Brinkley, QB; Shawn 
Gregory, QB; Chris Jackson, RB. 


MISS. VALLEY STATE 


Coach: Archie Cooley (38-23-2, 6 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; SWAC; 5-2/T3rd. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Marlon Bedford, DT; Daryl Blanks, 
DE; Carl Byrum, RB; Alvin Calhoun, C; Lorenzo 
Clark, OT; Michael Dean, OG; Joe Thomas, 
WR; Tyrone Jones, DT; Rod Miller, DE; Freddie 
Parker, RB; Willie Totten, QB; Ricky Tobin, LB; 
Maurice Wade, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offesne (3): Rodney Hill, 
WR, 6-1/180, Jr.; James Thompson, C, 6- 
§/308, Sr.; Denta Whitaker, T, 6-3/245, Jr. 
Defense (8): Vincent Brown, LB, 6-1/238, Jr.; 
Willie Branch, CB, 5-10/175, Sr.; Albert Ed- 
wards, S, 5-11/175, Jr.; Daryl Gaines, S, 5- 
11/184, Jr.; Tony Higgie, 6-0/220, Soph.; Paul 
Jones, T, 6-2/270, Jr.; Clarence Trotler, LB, 
6-0/215, Jr.; Aaron Williams, CB, 5-7/170, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Thomas Leonard, QB, Soph.; 
Quincy Patterson, OG, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Reginald Jackson, DT; Ken- 
neth Richardson, OL; Gary Williams, RB/WR. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 


Coach: Conway Hayman (2-20, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 2-9; SWAC: 0-7/8th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Emmerick Jacobs, RB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): John Allen, 
G, 6-1/260, Sr.; Clinton Bell, T, 6-3/240, Sr.; 
Earnest Brow, QB, 6-1/190, Jr.; Tyrone Harri- 
son, G,6-1/235, Sr.; Greg Montgomery, FL, 6- 
0/170, Soph.; Sal Poloai, C, 6-2/265, Sr.; Cra- 
von Rogers, TB, 5-11/200, Sr.; Sherman 
Smith, T, 6-2/260, Sr. Defense (3): Vincent 
Huffpower, NG, 5-11/230, Jr.; Aaron Longino, 
LB, 6-3/235, Sr.; James Manuel, LB, 6-2/210, 
Soph. 

Key Returnees: Brian Gardner, SE, Sr.; Erick 
Gray, LB, Sr.; Joe Harris, TE, Sr.; Roderick Mc- 
Gowan, TE, Soph.; Charles Porter, TE, Soph.; 
Tyrone Sapenter, S, Jr.; Steve Wiggins, CB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Pat Green, OL (JC); Sam 
Johnson, WR (JG); Mark Moore, NG (JC); 
Sheldon Osby, LB (JC); Mike Ratliff, RB (JC). 


SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Otis Washington (30-25, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; SWAC: 3-4/5th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Michael Blount, CB; Frankie 
Brown, S; Theron Haynes, FB; Byron Horton, 
TE; Robert Matthews, OG; Riley McPhee, 
LB/S; David Ricard, C; Roger Serrano, K; 
Connell Swain, SE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Zachary 
Gaston, G, 6-2/265, Sr.; Ken House, T, 6- 
4/260, Soph.; Phillip James, T, 6-4/265, Sr.; 
Farrington Johnson, FL, 6-0/ 180, Jr.; Ronald 
Scott, TB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Alij Tapp, QB, 6- 
1/180, Soph. Defense (8): Michael Ball, CB, 
6-2/205, Jr.; Anthony Douglas, LB, 6-1/210, 
Sr.; Reginald Frank, NG, 6-0/245, Jr.; Anthony 
Hudson, T, 6-3/250, Jr.; Mitchell Livings, T, 6- 
4/255, Sr. Rufus Porter, LB, 6-3/215, Jr.; 
Toren Robinson, S, 5- 11/180, Sr.; Chris Scott, 
LB, 6-0/210, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Jeff Alexander, RB, Sr.; Lance 
Hughes, P, Sr.; Thomas Routt, K, Sr. 


TEXAS SOUTHERN 


Coach: Lionel Taylor (6-16, 2 years) 
1985 Record: 1-10; SWAC: 1-6/7th. 


School did not 
provide additional 
information. 


averaged 16.1 yards on 35 receptions in 
1984, while Scott added 14 catches, Adding 
to the strength of the receiving depart- 
ment is the return of tight end Arthur 
Wells and split end Kevin Roy. 

Junior Chauncey Allen will take over 
the starting quarterback duties from two- 
year starter Terrell Landry. He will be 
joined in the backfield by halfback Wayne 
Hill, who rushed for 653 yards and scored 
16 touchdowns last year, and fullback 
Clyde Dyson. 

But Hill and Dyson can go only as far as 
their offensive line will take them, and 
with the middle of that unit depleted by 
graduation, how far is uncertain. Robin- 
son will rebuild around returning regulars 
Barry Lee and Rickey Warren at tackle 
and guard Jerome Penn. 

The interior line on the other side of the 
ball isn’t much more experienced. Only 
one starter returns, but he’s a good one: 
tackle Sean Smith. (See related story, 
page 124.) All-America linebacker James 
Harris will be missed, but senior Joe Wil- 
liams brings plenty of talent to that posi- 
tion. Williams will get help from Sygmon 
Holland and Ronnie Coleman. 

Robinson has little to worry about in 
the secondary, however. Cornerbacks Jef- 
frey Smith and Anthony Anderson and 
safety Victor Hill all return as starters. 

Grambling’s placekicking duties once 
again will fall to AIl-SWAC pick Ardashir 
Nobahar, who was successful on 14 of 22 
field-goal attempts last fall. 

At Alcorn State, the Braves are trying 
to regroup following the departure of Ma- 
rino Casem, who resigned as coach to be- 
come athletic director at Southern. He 
was replaced by assistant Theophilus 
Danzy, who will inherit only 10 returning 
starters overall. 

The No. 1 priority at Alcorn is shoring 
up a defense that was uncharacteristical- 
ly weak last season. 

“We just didn't have the aggressiveness 
we needed on defense last year," Casem 
said before his departure. 

The strongest portion of that defense 
figures to be the secondary. Senior Milton 
Mack is one of the best cornerbacks in the 
country, while senior Bilal Malik comple- 
ments him well. Sophomore safety Elliot 
Smith was impressive as a rookie. 

The rest of the defense was decimated 
by graduation, however, as only line- 
backer Joseph James and end Michael 
Lee have starting experience. The biggest 
losses were linebacker Wayne Dillard and 
end Michael Reese, a pair of All-SWAC 
performers. Sophomores Roy Coleman, 
Andre Branch and Xavier Hall will try to 
fill those holes. 

Offensively, the Braves are strong up 
front. All-SWAC center Tony Knox will be 
missed, but guards Byron Issac and Anth- 
ony Wood and tackles Robert Washington 
and James Hervey present a formidable 
front. 


Alcorn’s running attack was weakened 
by the departure of its top two running 
backs, Perry Qualls and John Stafford. 
That means extra work for sophomore 
tailback Cedric Bush, who turned in a 305- 
yard rushing total as a rookie. 

The team’s biggest loss, however, was 
quarterback Richard Myles, the school’s 
career passing leader. Sophomore 
Jerome Vigne could be his successor, al- 
though a talented freshman could win the 
job if one shows up this fall. 

Alcorn has the league’s most exciting 
offensive player in wide receiver Milton 
Barney, a 5-9, 152-pound senior who 
caught 31 passes for 452 yards in ’85. 

Completing passes may be more of a 
problem this year at Mississippi Valley 
State, which earned national acclaim for 
its wild and woolly aerial attack the last 
couple of years. Gone are strong-armed 
passer Willie Totten and speedy wide re- 
ceiver Joe Thomas. 

“But there’s no need to feel sorry for 
us,” Coach Archie Cooley said. “The Gun- 
slinger” is confident that the Delta Devils 
can be a factor in the league race. 

“Some see this as an opportunity to 
Start whippin’ up on Valley, but Iam very 
optimistic about our chances again," he 
said. “We lost a lot of talent (including 
eight offensive starters), but our offense 
may not be lacking all that much.” 

It seems unlikely, though, that wide re- 
ceivers Rodney Hill (21 catches for 466 
yards in '85), Ray C. Brown and Chris 
Holmes will make up for the loss of Thom- 
as (1,155 yards receiving)—especially 
with Totten gone. 

Obviously, the major question mark is 
quarterback, where the likely successor 
to Totten is Thomas Leonard. The sopho- 
more is shy on experience, but “he proba- 
bly does more things than Totten did,” 
Cooley said. 

With the loss of running backs Carl 
Byrum and Freddie Parker, the Delta 
Devils’ entire starting backfield is gone. 
But Cooley’s major concern is rebuilding 
the famed “Tons of Fun” front line. Three 
stalwarts are gone, leaving Denta Whi- 
taker and James Thompson as the foun- 
dation for a new forward wall. 

For once, the defense may grab as 
many headlines as the offense in Itta 
Bena, Miss., this year. Cooley has several 
top-notch defenders, including junior line- 
backers Vincent Brown and Clarence 
Trotter. 

The defensive line returns just one 
starter, tackle Paul Jones. The secondary 
is well stocked, though, with the return of 
a full crew headed by cornerback Aaron 
Williams. 

If Southern can avoid the injuries that 
haunted the team last year, the Jaguars 
could surprise some folks in 1986. 

“At one time last season, we had 19 
players out with injuries,” Coach Otis 
Washington said. “I've been coaching 
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football for 15 years, and I had never had 
more than nine injuries in one season pre- 
viously. Every time I looked up last year, 
somebody was going to the training 
room.” 

One of those was a talented running 
back, Jeff Alexander, who played in only 
two games. Alexander and Ronald Scott, 
who rushed for 669 yards a year ago, give 
the club a strong ground game. 

Sophomore quarterback Alij Tapp is a 
versatile threat, but he needs to improve 
his passing (44 percent). He will work be- 
hind an experienced line featuring guard 
Zachary Gaston. 

The Southern defense is toughest at 
linebacker, where All-SWAC pick Rufus 
Porter, Anthony Douglas and Chris Scott 
return. Tackles Anthony Hudson and 
Mitchell Livings also are impressive. 

At Alabama State, the Hornets’ hopes 
rest, as always, on defense. Despite losing 
standout linebackers Lavoris Winfrey and 
William Tolbert, the Hornet defense still 
should rank among the best in the league. 

Linebackers Eddie Cook and Robert 
Pritchard are up-and-coming stars, while 
virtually every other position is manned 
by an experienced player. 

Leading Coach Jim Parker's offense 
are All-SWAC tight end Darryl Pearson, 
who caught 50 passes for 692 yards as a 
sophomore last fall, and running back 
Timothy Lemons. Redshirt freshmen An- 
tonius Smith and Robert Days will com- 
pete for the starting quarterback job. 

Texas Southern sports one of the con- 
ference’s most innovative offenses, an 
aerial attack that revolves around wide 
receivers Darrell Colbert and Donald 
Narcisse, who combined for 117 recep- 
tions for 1,439 yards in ’85. 

Coach Lionel Taylor will have to find a 
new starting quarterback, however. 

“The loss of Johnny Cole is going to 
hurt us tremendously,” Taylor said. 

Tackle Kenneth Munson and running 
back Nathaniel Johnson also have all-star 
potential among the offensive returnees. 

The Tigers have the best punter in the 
conference in Curtis Moody, who ranked 
third nationally with a 44.4-yard average 
last fall. 

Nobody expects Prairie View A&M to 
contend for the league title this fall, but 
the Panthers themselves believe that 
good times lay ahead, 

“I believe we're on the right timetable 
to build a winning attitude and tradition 
here,” third-year Coach Conway Hayman 
said. “It’s going to take time, but I think 
our defense gives us the foundation to ac- 
complish that goal.” 

Defensive back Rodney Thompson and 
linebacker Eugene Jones lead that unit. 
Offensively, the Panthers are sparked by 
quarterback Ernest Brow and wide re- 
ceiver Bruce Walker. Hf 


0.K. Davis is sports editor of the Ruston (La,) 
Daily Leader. 
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SOUTHWESTERN ATHLETIC 


Burton Murchison 
Could Help Lamar 
Pick Up Ground 


By O.K. DAVIS 


urton Murchison is a shy, unassum- 
B: young man who prefers to keep 

a low profile. Hand him a football, 
however, and look out! Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde had nothing on this kid, 

The Lamar University tailback was the 
scourge of the Southland Conference last 
season and the top runner in Division I- 
AA. His 1,547-yard total on 265 carries led 
the nation and attracted some attention. 
But that was just the tip of the iceberg. 
Murchison averaged 5.8 yards per carry 
and put together the division’s best single- 
game rushing performance (259 yards 
against Rice). He gained 100 or more 
yards in eight of the Cardinals’ 11 games, 
passed the 200-yard mark three times and 
appropriately was named the confer- 
ence’s top offensive player and a first- 
team All-America. 

There’s plenty in Murchison’s football 
resume to talk about, but the 6-foot, 205- 
pound junior literally has to be dragged to 
the interview room. 

“I’m surprised at all of the attention 
being centered around me,” Murchison 
said. “Compared to so many other ath- 
letes, what I’ve done isn’t all that great. I 
know I can do more, and that’s why I’m 
playing the game .. . to be the very best I 
can be, not to see how many records I’ve 
got or how many times I can lead the na- 
tion in rushing.” 

If last season is any indication, the 
name Murchison could be appearing at 
the top of the I-AA rushing charts for two 
more years. 

“I saw Eric Dickerson his first year in 
the Southwest Conference,” said new 
Lamar Coach Ray Alborn, the head man 
at Rice from 1978 to 1983, “and Burton’s 
got the same type of physical attributes 
and desire to be that good. And to think 
what he did last year came when he was 
only in his second year of college. He'll 
get bigger, stronger and smarter.” 

To prepare for the defenses that will 
key on him throughout the fall, Murchison 
underwent a demanding off-season 
weight-training schedule that added addi- 
tional upper-body strength. 

“Tf he’s got a fault, it’s that he too often 
wants to prove to the defense that he can 
take a pounding,” said Alborn, who served 
as defensive line coach for the Houston 
Gamblers of the United States Football 
League last season before replacing Ken 
Stephens. “I have watched him hunt down 
defensive people at times to prove he was 
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Division I-AA rushing title. 


the stronger player. But that’s just the 
competitive nature he has and it’s some- 
thing that can be corrected. He sure 
doesn’t need to prove to me or our staff 
that he’s a good runner.” 

In his big September 28 game against 
Rice, Murchison compiled 209 yards in 
the second half. That showcase effort 
came two weeks after he had erased 
Lamar’s 33-year-old school single-game 
rushing record with a 222-yard perfor- 
mance against Prairie View A&M. Other 
notable performances came against 
Texas-Arlington (201 yards) and Louisi- 
ana Tech (199). 

“Every time I get the football, I want to 
get a first down for my teammates,” said 
Murchison. “I’m thinking first down first, 
then the yards. Then, maybe if things 
work out right, a touchdown. 

“After the 222-yard game against Prai- 
rie View, people started coming up to me 
and telling me that I would gain 1,000 or 
more yards for the season. I couldn’t be- 
lieve all the fuss being made over me.” 

Murchison better get used to being the 
center of attention. For the Next two sea- 
sons, he will remain the key to Lamar’s 
offense. 

“One way or another, we’re going to get 
the football to him,” said Alborn, who will 
try to lift the Cardinals out of their 3-8 dol- 
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Lamar tailback Burton Murchison is ready and able to defend his i 


Give Him the Ball 
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drums of 1985. ‘“‘He’s without a doubt the 
key for us.” 

But Alborn does see the need to spread 
out the Cardinals’ offensive wealth. Mur- 
chison accounted for all but 552 of the 
team’s rushing yards last season. 

Brent Watson returns to direct the Car- 
dinals offense again and guard Willie 
Smith is the best of the offensive interior 
line cast that also includes tackles Chris 
Brown and Ben Breaux and guard Joe 
Rollins. He’s the best athlete on our 
team,” Alborn said, referring to Smith. 

Tackle Keffrin Rusk is the best player 
on a defensive line that suffered a major 
loss when all-conference noseguard Ben 
Chandler decided not to return during the 
off-season. Tackle Alja Jones and ends 
Marshall Stewart and Andre Jenkins give 
Alborn experience on his front line. Line- 
backer Larry Myers and backs Roemond 
Arceneaux, Earl Morgan and Darrell 
Coleman are other defensive returnees. 

The Cards could have one of the 
league’s top kick return units in running 
back Dwayne Barnes and flanker Ranzy 
Levias. Both ranked high among South- 
land kickoff runback artists in 1985. 

Over a five-year period, Pat Collins has 
been the most successful head coach ever 
at Northeast Louisiana. The Indians won 
a league title in 1983 and have posted a 


34-21 record during that time. Yet, the in- 
tense Collins is not totally satisfied with 
what he’s achieved since joining the pro- 
gram in 1981. 

Collins’ wait may be over, This year’s 
squad is wearing a team-to-beat label. 

The Indians have quality and depth at 
almost every position. Only two starters 
are gone from the 1985 edition. 

Mike Wooten returns at tailback and 
Jimmy Harris at fullback to give the In- 
dians the basis for a strong running at- 
tack. They'll start in front of an experi- 
enced interior line that features a pair of 
all-star candidates in guard Scott Davis 
and tackle David Swilley, plus highly re- 
garded sophomore center Kurt Manasco, 
guard Marcel Bourgeois and tackle John 
Clement. 

All of the receivers are back, including 
split ends Benny Mitchell and Chris Jones 
and flanker Mike Manzullo. Chad Peter- 
son, who missed most of spring practice 
with a broken hand, is a game-breaker at 
tight end. Another tight end, Keith Rufus, 
averaged 14 yards per reception last year. 

The quarterback will be Stan 
Humphries, a strong-armed transfer from 
Louisiana State where he signed after an 
All-America prep career in Shreveport, 
La. He has the task of succeeding Bubby 
Brister, the Southland’s leading passer 
last season and the seventh-rated passer 
in Division I-AA. 

The Northeast defense must improve 
against the run. End Will Johnson, tackle 
Claude Brumfield, cornerback Charles 
Durham and linebacker Roger Kelley 
head the list. 

Johnson and Brumfield will be joined 
on the line by tackle Mike Yost and end 
Troy Brown, both returning starters. Dur- 
ham is part of an experienced secondary 
that will again have Neil Roney at strong 
safety and Richard Green and Durham at 
the corners. The new regular in the back- 
field will be Cyril Crutchfield. 

“We've also switched Stephone Avery, a 
talented running back, into our secondary 
to give us more depth there,” said Collins. 

Kelley, who led the club in tackles last 
year, will combine with third-year star 
Terry Jones for stability at linebacker. 

Another strength is a kicking game that 
features punter Kevin Duhe and place- 
kicker Teddy Garcia. 

Louisiana Tech, Northeast’s chief rival, 
could return to the conference champion- 
ship form it enjoyed two years ago. Like 
their neighbors 30 miles down Interstate 
20, the Bulldogs (8-3 last season) have 
quality and numbers. 

Though two-time All-America line- 
backer Doug (Tank) Landry has gradu- 
ated along with 1985 league interception 
leader Doyle Adams and placekicker 
George Benyola, the conference’s scoring 
leader, Coach A.L. Williams believes this 
club “could be our best in the last three 
years.” 


Brian McZeal burst upon the 
Southland scene with an 809- 
yard freshman season. 


Starting quarterback Jordan Stanley re- 
turns, as does highly touted backup Bob 
Garrett. Speedy flanker Roderick Wright 
and sure-handed split end Paddy Doyle 
will start and Jay Zaffater will move in 
full time at tight end. 

Tech’s rushing attack has taken a back- 
seat in Williams’ pass-oriented offense, 
but there is experience in returning start- 
ers Garlon Powell and fullback Bobby 
Leitz. 

Tackle Clayton Shoemaker is an all-star 
candidate in an offensive interior that 
also will include tackle Mike Turner, 
guards Joe Taylor and Darren Averitt and 
center Damon Coburn. 

With Landry gone, the Tech defense 
will rely heavily on the pass-rushing tal- 
ents of end Walter Johnson and tackle 
Donald Washington. Neal Atkins, the 
team's No. 2 tackler behind Landry last 
year, will start at linebacker alongside 
David Gwarjanski. Redshirt freshman El- 
donta Osborne could have an immediate 
impact. 

Joining Washington and Johnson in the 
interior defensive line will be end Wen- 
dell Delaney and noseguard Courtney 
Wallace. 

David O'Neal will take over Adams’ 
starting slot at free safety and combine 
with returning starters Harry Jackson, 
Greg Powell and Barry Hamilton for one 
of the most experienced secondaries in 
Division I-AA. 

Arkansas State could achieve a South- 
land Conference rarity this season. Only 


twice in the league's 12-year history has a 
team won back-to-back championships. 
But with numerous proven performers re- 
turning, the Indians could very well make 
a run at another title. 

Last year's club went 9-4 and partici- 
pated in two rounds of the national I-AA 
playoffs. 

“We have quality people back, but I 
don't know of another team in the school’s 
history that lost as many super athletes as 
we did last year," said Coach Larry Lace- 
well. “We have more holes to fill this sea- 
son than we did during all the past three 
years, but we have some fine players at 
skilled positions to give us a good founda- 
tion.” 

Foremost is quarterback Dwane 
Brown, a skilled runner and passer who 
had to settle for honorable mention all- 
league honors despite leading the Indians 
to the crown, 

Brown is a cool operator of the team’s 
wishbone attack that will return Cazzy 
Francis at wide receiver, Rickey Jemison 
at running back and Randy Barnhill at 
guard. 

An underrated returning starter in the 
offensive interior is Jim Wiseman, who 
Lacewell believes could be ‘‘an all-star 
performer before the season is over.” 

Arkansas State had Division I-AA’s No. 
1 defensive unit in 1985, but in order to 
repeat with that distinction, the Indians 
must patch up a graduation-depleted inte- 
rior. All-America end prospect Marvin 
Neloms and tackle Clint Ledbetter are the 
lone returning regulars. 

Stabilizing the middle of the Indians de- 
fense is linebacker Anthony Withers. The 
secondary is well fortified with the return 
of cornerback Greg Lee and safeties El- 
bert Shelley and Vincent Barnett. 

North Texas State looms as the sleeper 
after posting a deceiving 4-6-1 record. 

“Would you believe that only nine 
points, just nine points, separated us from 
an 8-3 record? said Coach Corky Nelson. 
“But that does tell me that we were on the 
verge of being a contender in the confer- 
ence race. I think we can have a say in 
what happens this time,” 

Returning to battle for the No. 1 quar- 
terback slot are Gene Pool and Bron Beal. 
Beal, a sophomore, also will be the team’s 
punter, Pool is expected to get the start- 
ing nod, but Nelson notes that “both have 
the pass-run capabilities we’re seeking in 
our new offense.” 

The Eagles will divert somewhat from 
a basic split backfield alignment to one 
that features more wishbone options. For- 
tunately, experience is abundant through- 
out the Eagles’ offensive lineup. 

Returning as regulars are fullback 
Monty Moon and tackle DeWayne 
Reeder, both members of the 1985 All- 
Southland team. They will be joined in the 
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ARKANSAS STATE 


Coach: Larry Lacewell (39-40-2, 7 years) 
1985 Record: 8-3; Southland: 5-1/ 1st. 
Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Ray Brown, OT; Michael Cline, DT; 
Carter Ray Crawford, NG; Preston Maddox, 
HB; Mark McMinn, OG; Stacy Price, DE; Lon- 
nell Sheard, OT; Jerome Sims, CB; Oscar 
Willis, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Randy Barn- 
hill, G, 6-3/285, Sr.; Dwane Brown, QB, 5- 
9/180, Jr.; Cazzy Francis, SE, 5-11/175, Sr.; 
Rickey Jemison, FB, 6-0/200, Sr,; Lawrence 
Johnson, TE, 6-2/220, Soph.; Boris Whiteside, 
HB, 5-8/185, Sr.; Jim Wiseman, C, 6-3/250, 
Jr. Defense (6): Vincent Barnett, S, 6-1/200, 
Sr,; Clint Ledbetter, T, 6-2/230, Sr.; Greg Lee, 
CB, 6-1/195, Jr.; Marvin Neloms, E, 6-3/220, 
Sr.; Elbert Shelley, S, 5- 11/180, Sr.; Anthony 
Withers, LB, 6- 1/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Adams, CB, Sr.; Earl 
Easley, QB, Soph. (medical RS); Jerald Pat- 
terson, SE, Jr.; Mark Robbins, QB, Sr, 

Top Newcomers: Foot Daley, LB (JC); Marvin 
Houston, RB (JC); Dan Miller, LB (transfer, 
South Garolina); Jimmy Neal, LB (JC); Scott 
Roper, K, (transfer, Texas-Arlington). 


LAMAR 


Coach: Ray Alborn (first year at Lamar; 13-53, 
6 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; Southland; 0-6/7th, 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Billy Bell, LB; Ben Chandler, NG; 
Rodney Clay, SE; George Landry, FB; Danny 
McFarland, C; Eugene Seale, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Ben Breaux, 
T, 6-3/289, Soph,; Chris Brown, T, 6-0/268, 
Sr.; Ranzy Levias, FL, 5-10/166, Jr.; Burton 
Murchison, TB, 6-0/205, Jr.; Joe Rollins, G, 6- 
1/250, Jr.; Ezell Seals, TE, 6- 1/226, Sr.; Willie 
Smith, G, 6-2/245, Jr.; Brent Watson, QB, 6- 
0/175, Jr. Defense (8): Roemond Arceneaux, 
CB, 6-2/174, Soph.; Darrell Coleman, S, 6- 
1/215, Sr.; Andre Jenkins, E, 6-1/ 190, Sr.; Alja 
Jones, T, 6-0/244, Sr.; Earl Morgan, S, 6- 
0/175, Jr.; Larry Myers, LB, 6-1/230, Jr.; Kef- 
frin Rusk, T, 6-2/265, Jr.; Marshall Stewart, E, 
5- 10/196, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Derek Anderson, WR, Soph.; 
Mike Andrie, P, Jr.; Dwayne Barnes, RB, Jr.; 
Troy Barrett, RB, Soph. (RS); Tyrone Davis, 
CB, Soph.; Dwayne Dodd, WR, Sr.; Donald 
Kenebrew, FB, Sr.; Stephen Lee, OT, Soph.; 
Jeff Muckleroy, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Bubba Greely, RB; Brad 
Oden, OG (JC); Kevin Simon, WR (JC). 


LOUISIANA TECH 


Coach: A.L. Williams (22-15, 3 years; 66-65 
overall, 11 years) 

1985 Record: 8-3; Southland; 4-2/T2nd. 
Offense; Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Doyle Adams, S; George Benyola, 
K; Ken Hetherington, OT; Doug Landry, LB; 
Michael Sherman, WR; Greg Watts, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7); Damon Co- 
burn, C, 6-2/250, Sr.; Bobby Leitz, FB, 5- 
10/220, Sr.; Garion Powell, RB, 6-0/190, Jr.; 
Clayton Shoemaker, T, 6-2/250, Sr.; Jordan 
Stanley, QB, 6-5/220, Sr.; Joe Taylor, G, 6- 
2/245, Sr,; Roderick Wright, WR, 6-0/175, 
Soph. Defense (7): Neal Atkins, LB, 6-0/221, 
Jr; Wendell Delaney, E, 5-11/208, Sr.; Barry 
Hamilton, S, 6-1/212, Sr.; Harry Jackson, GB, 
6-0/200, Sr.; Walter Johnson, E, 5-11/210, 
Sr.; Donald Washington, T, 6-2/245, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Darren Averitt, OG, Sr.; Paddy 
Doyle, WR, Sr.; Brent Hull, OT, Sr.; David 
O'Neal, S, Jr.; Joe Rasco, RB, Soph.; Mike 
Turner, OT, Jr.; Courtney Wallace, NG, Soph.; 
Jay Zaffater, TE, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Kelly Aimes, TE (transfer, 
Texas-Arlington); Alan Albert, DE (transfer, 
Texas-Arlington); John Bishop, OL (transfer, 
Texas-Arlington); Mike Breaux, OL; Doug 
Chitsey, QB/LB (transfer, Texas-Arlington); 
Todd Dilworth, OL; Derrick Douglas, RB; Ross 
Downs, OL; Trey Sondgrass, OL. 


McNEESE STATE 


Coach: John McCann (19-11-4, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 6-3-2; Southland: 3-1-2/T2nd. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: John Bohacek, DE; Scott Duple- 
chin, CB; Jay Gallagher, C; Mark Hamilton, S; 
Lark Hebert, OT; Ross Leger, DT; Don Mose- 
ley, LB; Vance Robichaux, LB; Andy Vance, TE; 
David Verrett, S; lvy Woods, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Arthur Alex- 
ander, SE, 5-9/163, Jr.; Subester Brooks, QB, 
6-0/195, Sr.; Jeff Bryant, FB, 5-10/216, Jr.; 
Richard Burks, G, 6-2/246, Sr.; Anthony Fon- 
tenot, T, 6-2/255, Sr.; Flip Johnson, FL, 5- 
10/178, Sr.; Brian McZeal, TB, 5-11/177, 
Soph. Defense (4): Gary Irvin, E, 6-2/207, 
Soph.; Tony Lewis, CB, 5-8/175, Sr.; Marcel 
Mills, LB, 5-11/225, Jr.; Tracy Stringer, T, 6- 
2/247, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Doug Brown, OG, Sr.; David 
Carter, S, Jr.; Berwick Davenport, S, Soph.; 
David Healy, C, Jr.; Glenn Koch, OT, Soph.; 
James McGaune, DT, Jr.; Brian MeZeal, TB, 
Soph.; John Moss, LB, Soph,; Randy Moss, LB, 
Jr.; Bradley Zaunbrecher, E, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Darren Andrus, TE (RS); 
Troy Babineaux, LB (RS); Tony Citizen, TB 
(RS). 


NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 


Coach: Pat Collins (34-21, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Southland: 3-3/4th. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-2. 

Key Losses: Bubby Brister, QB; Mike Turner, 
Ss 


Starters Returning: Offense (10): Marcel 
Bourgeois, G, 6-2/231, Jr.; John Clement, T, 
6-4/261, Jr.; Scott Davis, G, 6-0/248, Sr.; 
Jimmy Harris, FB, 5-9/200, Sr.; Chris Jones, 
SE, 6-2/192, Jr.; Mike Manzullo, FL, 6-0/179, 
Jr.; Benny Mitchell, SE, 5-10/164, Sr.; Chad 
Peterson, TE, 6-3/207, Sr.; David Swilley, T, 
6-4/284, Sr.; Mike Wooten, TB, 5-9/195, 
Soph. Defense (10): Troy Brown, E, 6-2/215, 
Jr.; Claude Brumfield, T, 6-1/254, Jr.; Cyril 
Crutchfield, S, 6-1/192, Soph.; Charles Dur- 
ham, CB, 5-10/183, Sr.; Richard Green, CB, 
5-11/171, Soph.; Will Johnson, E, 6-5/230, 
Sr; Terry Jones, LB, 5- 11/205, Jr.; Roger Kel- 
ley, LB, 6-0/212, Sr.; Neil Roney, S, 6-1/200, 
Sr.; Mike Yost, T, 6- 1/243, Sr. 

Key Returnees: David Christmas, TB, Soph.; 
Ted Dupin, OT/DT, Jr. (medical RS); Teddy 
Garcia, K, Jr.; Terrence Matthews, LB/DB, Jr. 
(academic RS); Tommy Minviells, FB, Soph.; 
Mike Porter, OG, Sr.; Curtis Richardson, DT, 
Soph.; Keith Rufus, TE, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Stan Humphries, QB (trans- 
fer, Louisiana State). 


NORTH TEXAS STATE 


Coach: Corky Nelson (16-28-1, 4 years) 

1985 Record: 4-6-1; Southland: 2-3-1/TSth. 
Offense: Wishbone, Defense: 4-2. 

Key Losses: Mark Bartlett, OT; Dirk Davis, WR; 
Jerry Pickens, CB; Matt Tiemann, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Billy Brewer, 
HB, 5-10/180, Jr.; Marcus Camper, SE, 5- 
9/180, Soph.; John Lott, G, 6-2/260, Sr.; 
Monty Moon, FB, 5-9/198, Jr.; Kendell Nelson, 
C, 6-0/230, Jr.; Gene Pool, QB, 5-11/170, 
Soph.; DeWayne Reeder, T, 6-4/250, Sr.; 
Richard Sims, HB, 5-9/ 180, Jr.; Joe Walker, G, 
6-3/255, Jr. Defense (9): Kenneth Biggers, S, 
5-9/188, Jr.; Jerome Cooper, CB, 5-8/176, 
Jr.; Ed Fleming, LB, 6-0/215, Sr.; Terry Jones, 
T, 6-4/240, Sr.; Tom Middaugh, E, 6-3/240, 
Jr.; Mike Minter, T, 6-3/277, Sr.; Ralph Rober- 
son, DB, 5-8/177, Soph.; Johnny Schindler, S, 
5-11/187, Sr.; Lance White, LB, 6-2/220, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Bron Beal, QB, Soph.; Craig 
Birdsong, S, Sr.; Carl Brewer, RB, Soph.; Rob- 
bie Legg, LB, Jr.; Gordon McFeders, DT, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Tony Cook, QB; Jeff Cope- 
land, OL (JC); Scott Davis, QB; Major Greene, 
DL; Ron Spence, LB. 
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starting lineup by center Kendell Nelson, 
split end Marcus Camper, guard John Lott 
and running backs Greg Lee and Billy 
Brewer. 

A newcomer who could make a quick 
impact is tight end John Boyenga, who 
was the leading pass receiver in the 
Texas junior college ranks last year. 

Another Brewer, this one named Carl, 
also could figure prominently in Nelson’s 
plans to keep a fresh group of running 
backs in action. “He came on strong for us 
at the end of last season and we like the 
way he runs,” said Nelson, referring to 
Billy’s younger brother. 

The Eagles, long known for their ag- 
gressive defense, won't disappoint in 1986. 
The starting interior will be deep and ex- 
perienced with tackles Gordon McFeders, 
Terry Jones and Mike Minter and end 
Tom Middaugh. Behind that unit are line- 
backers Lance White and Ed Flemming. 

There’s a four-star grade on the second- 
ary. Kenneth Biggers, Jerome Cooper and 
Johnny Schindler are steady performers 
who could be joined by either Craig Bird- 
song or Mike Rhone, a former quarter- 
back. 

McNeese State has been the Southland 
Conference’s winningest team over the 
last 10 years. But a recent dry spell has 
left Cowboys fans scratching their heads. 
The last time McNeese won the league 
title was in 1980. 

That prospect would seem unlikely in 
1986, but the Cowboys are edging closer to 
contending status. 

“We have major gaps to fill in the offen- 
sive line, but the rest of the unit is stable 
and I’m excited about the kind of produc- 
tion that we could get,” said Coach John 
McCann. “I think our running backs could 
rate with any in Division I-AA and the 
good part is that most of ‘em are fresh- 
men or sophomores.” 

The top two are sophomore Brian 
McZeal and redshirt freshman Tony Citi- 
zen. They make a solid 1-2 combination at 
tailback. 

McZeal burst on the Southland scene 
last year and finished No. 3 in the league 
with his 809 yards. Citizen comes to the 
program after a much-heralded high 
school career at Church Point, La. 

Tackle Anthony Fontenot and guard 
Richard Burks are the only offensive line 
starters returning, but both are solid play- 
ers. Subester Brooks should retain his job 
as No. | quarterback, but could be pushed 
by several incoming freshmen. 

The Cowboys kicking game is strong 
with the return of placekicker Lance 
Wiley and punter Benny May. Versatile 
Flip Johnson makes the kick and punt re- 
turn areas major strengths. 

Linebacker Marcell Mills and corner- 
back Tony Lewis are the returning defen- 
sive leaders. Hi 


0.K. Davis is sports editor of the Ruston (La.) 
Daily Leader. 


A Nice Place to Visit 


But Nevada-Reno 
Could Be a Tough 
Place to Win 


By JIM POORE 


f Big Sky Conference football fans 
{i could take a vote, the league city that 

would win the “Most Fun to Visit” title 
undoubtedly would be Reno, Nev. Where 
else could you see Roy Clark at Harrah’s 
one night and a Boeing 727 roll out on the 
stage in ‘Hallelujah Hollywood” at the 
MGM Grand the next? 

But there’s a price for having access to 
such fun, and it isn’t the risk of losing a 
year’s grocery money at the “21” table. 
The price tag in letting Nevada-Reno be- 
come a regular stop on the Big Sky trail in 
1979 was the realization that it probably 
would be just a matter of time before the 
Wolf Pack became a dominant team in 
the league. 

That time, it seems, has come. Nevada- 
Reno won the league championship in 
1983 and was runner-up in 1984 and 1985. 
Last season, both the Wolf Pack and the 
Idaho Vandals were 6-1 in Big Sky play 
but the Vandals won the title based on 
their regular-season victory over the Wolf 
Pack, 

Idaho isn’t expected to be as good this 
year, but Nevada-Reno should be almost 
as tough—and, with young players dotting 
the roster, the Wolf Pack should be formi- 
dable for years to come. 

Don't look for Nevada-Reno to win the 
league crown every year—no Big Sky 
team has won consecutive titles since 
Boise State won its third straight crown in 
1975. But now that Chris Ault seems to 
have hit his stride as a coach, the trap- 
pings that Nevada-Reno has at its disposal 
should make his team a contender or bet- 
ter every fall. 

“We don’t have to introduce our city to 
anybody,” said Ault, who takes an 81-35-1 
record into his 11th season as Nevada- 
Reno’s coach. “We don’t have to say, ‘Our 
city is this, this and this.’ Nine out of 10 
people we recruit have been to the city.” 

In addition, Reno is closest among Big 
Sky schools to football-rich Northern Cali- 
fornia. When a player from that area at- 
tends Nevada-Reno, his family can make 
it an afternoon outing to go watch him 
play football. 

Just how well Nevada-Reno “enter- 
tains” in 1986 might depend on how well 
Ault adjusts to having the athletic direc- 
tor’s job added to his football coaching as- 
signment and how fast his offensive line 
comes together. 

Ault, coming off his best year at Ne- 
vada-Reno (10-1 record overall, 6-1 in the 


Quarterback Eric Beavers is 
the leader in Nevada-Reno’s 
talented backfield. 


Big Sky and a trip to the NCAA Division 
LAA semifinals), isn’t worried about the 
impact of extra duties. 

“What it does is make you budget your 
time,” Ault said. “I have a good staff.” 

And if the offensive line can provide 
even a sliver of daylight, Nevada-Reno’s 
running backs should be able to carry the 
Wolf Pack early. 

Fullback Charvez Foger, who as a 
freshman ranked third in I-AA rushing 
statistics last season by gaining 124.1 
yards per game, and running back Lucius 
Floyd lead the way. Those two, along with 
quarterback Eric Beavers and wide re- 
ceiver Bryan Calder, give the Wolf Pack 
all the skill people they need. 

Foger was a unanimous All-Big Sky se- 
lection in 1985, becoming the first fresh- 
man in league history to rush for more 
than 1,000 yards. Beavers topped the 
league in passing efficiency—he was sec- 
ond nationally—while throwing 27 touch- 
down passes. 

Despite the talent on hand, there’s a 
possibility that transfer Harry Williams, 
who gained 1,300 yards at Monterey Pen- 
insula College (California), is good enough 
to start. But where? Ault is thinking about 
making him a wingback. Scott Threde re- 
turns at tight end, but just one offensive 
lineman—Bob Brown—is back. Brown, 
though, was All-Big Sky last year. 

Ault has brought in junior-college trans- 
fers Kevin Terrance and Todd Greene to 
bolster the forward wall, and guard John 
Armstrong, one of 29 redshirt players held 
in reserve last year, is a promising line- 


man. Along with letterman tackle Tom 
Klisiewicz, they figure to start. 

Just in case Beavers and Co. stall 
around their opponent's 35- or 40-yard 
line, Ault can always call on placekicker 
Marty Zendejas, who was second to Foger 
in league scoring last season with 9.7 
points a game (compared with the full- 
back’s 10.8 mark). Zendejas made 19 of 24 
field-goal attempts. 

On defense, the Wolf Pack returns five 
full-time regulars and one part-time start- 
er from a unit that allowed a league-low 
289.2 yards a game. Only sophomore nose- 
guard Bill Bonsall is back on the defensive 
front, however. 

Henry Rolling, an All-Big Sky choice at 
outside linebacker, returns along with in- 
side linebacker Scott Lommori and all- 
league cornerback Joe Peterson. Free 
safety Brian Kaskie and strong safety 
Mike Brown, a part-time starter, also are 
back. 

Boise State, which won five Big Sky 
titles from 1973 through 1980 and topped 
off the run with a national championship, 
might pose a threat to Nevada-Reno as 
the Broncos take aim on a resurgence. 

It’s not that the Broncos have been 
down—their worst overall record since 
80 has been 6-5 (achieved in both 1983 
and 1984). But Boise State just hasn't been 
the terror of old. 

This year, Coach Lyle Setencich has 15 
starters back. 

Hazsen Choates has been the Broncos’ 
No. 1 quarterback for the last three years, 
but Setencich obviously wasn’t sold on the 
veteran player. 

“We're looking for some charisma (at 
quarterback) and the guy that makes the 
right decision at the right time,” said Se- 
tencich, who apparently found his man in 
junior-college transfer Vince Alcalde. 

Three weeks into spring football, Seten- 
cich made Alcalde his No. 1 quarterback 
and moved Choates to cornerback. If Al- 
calde plays well, the rest of the league 
may be in trouble because the Broncos 
are deep and experienced, 

Although two-time All-Big Sky tailback 
Jon Francis is gone, Setencich has plenty 
of replacements at that position, the heart 
of the Broncos’ offense. Redshirt fresh- 
man Tyler Burke is expected to emerge 
there. 

Among those backing Burke will be 
Chris Jackson, who transferred to Boise 
State after Texas-Arlington dropped foot- 
ball, and Todd Anderson. 

Starting fullback Dale Goodwin returns 
and Eric Andrade, who started at wide re- 
ceiver in 1984 but sat out last year with a 
wrist injury, is healthy now. 

The backfield will operate behind a big, 
quick offensive line led by tackles Barry 
Black and Kim Hilliard. Tom DeWitz is 
back for his third year as a starting guard. 


Continued 
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BOISE STATE 


Coach: Lyle Setencich (19-14, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 7-4; Big Sky: 5-2/3rd. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Steve Despot, OG; Kevin Ed- 
mundson, CB; Jon Francis, TB; Tony Hunter, 
FL; Marcus Koch, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Barry Black, 
T, 6-3/260, Sr.; Hazsen Choates, QB, 5- 
11/170, Sr. (may switch to DB); Jon Cox, TE, 
6-3/225, Sr.; Tom DeWitz, G, 6-3/235, Jr.; 
Dale Goodwin, FB, 6-0/215, Kim Hilliard, T, 6- 
5/240, Soph. Defense (9): Phil Bartle, S, 6- 
0/190, Sr.; Robert Bloe, CB, 5-9/170, Sr.; 
Mike Dolby, LB, 6- 1/220, Sr.; Jim Ellis, LB, 6- 
3/235, Sr.; Pete Kwiatkowski, T, 6-3/245, ur.; 
Maury Moore, S, 6-1/175, Sr.; Lance Sellers, 
LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Rodney Starr, LB, 6- 1/220, 
Sr.; Rex Walters, LB, 6-3/235, Sr. 

Key Returnees; Eric Andrade, WR, Sr. (medi- 
cal RS; starter in '84); Chuck Compton, CB, Sr. 
(medical RS; starter in "84); Roberto Moran, 
K, Sr; Tom Schimmer, P, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Vince Alcalde, QB (JC); 
Chris Jackson, TB (transfer, Texas-Arlington) ; 
Chris Truitt, RB (JC); Mike Zorn, QB (JC). 


IDAHO 


Coach: Keith Gilbertson (first year at Idaho) 
1985 Record: 9-2; Big Sky: 6-1/T1st. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: John Andrews, DT; Scott Auker, 
TE; Tom Cable, OG; Mark Caldwell, OT; Rick 
Sloan, QB; Joe Smiley, OG; Joe Taibi, DT; 
David Thorsen, OT; Matt Watson, C; Eric 
Yarber, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Brant Ben- 
gen, FL, 5-8/172, Sr.; Greg Dial, RB, 6-1/190, 
Soph.; Todd Hoiness, RB, 6-1/200, Soph.; 
Scott Katz, G, 6-0/280, Jr.; Scott Linehan, QB, 
601/209, Sr.; Fred Lloyd, RB, 5-11/170, Jr. 
Defense (6): Nolan Harper, E, 6-2/218, Sr.; 
Tom Hennessey, LB, 6- 1/210, Sr.; Shawn Nil- 
sson, LB, 6-2/211, Sr.; Dave Parker, LB, 6- 
2/214, Sr.; Mark Tidd, S, 5-11/178, Sr.; lke 
Young, CB, 6-0/ 184, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Dane Black, DE, Soph. (RS); 
Brian Decicio, K, Soph.; Eric Jorgenson, WR, 
Jr. (RS); Darin Magnuson, P, Jr.; Mark 
Schlereth, NG, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Jeff Brateng, OL (JC); Neo- 
sia Morris, WR (JC); Aaron Washington, RB. 


IDAHO STATE 


Coach: Jim Koetter (18-16, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 5-6; Big Sky: 3-4/5th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Earl Davis, LB; Anthony Delaney, 
LB; Jamie FitzGerald, S; Jody Griswold, TE; 
Bobby Hallcy, CB; Jim Harrell, OG; Vern Harris, 
QB; Kevin Hudgens, DT; Walter Johnson, CB; 
Scott MacLean, C; Bill Maher, S; Jim Nielson, 
NG; Tad Pearson, WR; Mike Schwartz, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Shawn Beals, 
WR, 5-10/175, Jr.; Corky Federico, FB, 5- 
10/210, FB; Bret Hansen, T, 6-3/255, Jr.; 
Merril Hoge, TB, 6-1/215, Sr.; Bill Lasley, T, 
6-4/295, Sr.; Gino Mariani, QB/P, 6-2/190, 
Jr.; Nick Olsen, WR, 5-10/185, Sr.; Jerry 
Tache, G, 6-2/235, Sr. Defense (5): John Ar- 
buckle, T, 6-3/245, Sr.; Mike Calley, LB, 5- 
10/201, Jr.; Ron Manu, LB, 6-0/230, Sr.; 
Terence McDermott, LB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Mike 
Moye, LB, 6- 1/230, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Butch Caston, TB, Jr.; Tom 
Jewell, LB, Jr. (medical RS); Bill Lasley, OT, 
Jr.; Jerry Oates, NG, Jr.; Gerald Richardson, 
CB, Sr.; Mark Schwartz, DT, Sr.; Thomas 
Thomas, OT, Sr. (medical RS); Rene Weit- 
mann, K, Sr.; Larry Wobig, TE, Sr, 

Top Newcomers; Bob Boone, NG (JC); Joe 
Henderson, C (JC); Dave McCann, C (RS); 
Kevin Rasco, LB (JC). 


. ae 
Montana’s Mike Rice. 
MONTANA 


Coach; Don Read (first year at Montana; 69- 
91-6, 16 years) 

1985 Record: 3-8; Big Sky: 2-5/6th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Eric Dawald, OG; LeRoy Foster, 
RB; Jack Metcalf, C; Scott Moore, NG; Scott 
Murray, FB; Scott Poole, OT; Ted Ray, S; Doug 
Sexe, LB; Terry Shillam, S; Terry White, WR. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Larry Clark- 
son, T, 6-7'%/300, Jr.; Renard Coleman, RB, 
5-9/177, Soph.; Paul Lamb, TE, 6-1/195, Jr.; 
Kraig Paulson, FB, 6-0/205, Sr.; Jason Ray, G, 
6-0/245, Soph.; Mike Rice, WR, 6-0/195, Sr. 
Defense (7): Tony Breland, CB, 6-2/195, Jr.; 
J.C. Campbell, LB, 6-5/215, Jr.; Pat Foster, T, 
6-5/245, Sr.; Pat Hardiman, LB, 5- 10/190, Sr.; 
Nate Odden, CB, 5-10/191, Jr.; Shawn Poole, 
T, 6-4/268, Sr. (switched to OT); Mike Ran- 
kin, LB, 6-0/217, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Rick Dozier, LB, Sr. (medical 
RS); Greg Giannini, LB, Soph. (medical RS). 
Top Newcomers: Don Douglas, QB (transfer 
from Nebraska); Sean McNally, C (JC); Sher- 
man Nelson, WR (transfer from Montana); 
Mike Struitzel, DL (JC); Keith Tomlinson, OT 
(JC). 


MONTANA STATE 


Coach: Dave Arnold (15-21, 3 years) 

1985 Record: 2-9; Big Sky: 1-6/T7th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Darin Dietrich, WR; Rodney Hol- 
land, CB; Jesse Jones, FB; John Kinna, NG; 
Clete Linebarger, DE; David Pandt, RB; Tex Si- 
kora, DE; DeWayne Smith, S; Jamie Smith, C; 
Steve Vestman, OT; Tom White, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Duane Baker, 
TE, 6-5/230, Sr.; Kelly Bradley, QB, 6-3/205, 
Sr.; Don Leake, T, 6-4/250, Sr.; Todd Vasey, 
G, 6-6/245, Sr.; Pat Williams, T, 6-5/260, Sr. 

Defense (7): Derrick Abell, CB, 5- 10/180, Sr.; 
Tom Jacobs, T, 6-4/235, Jr.; Ken Lang, LB, 
6-2/215, Jr.; Kirk Timmer, LB, 6-3/235, Sr.; 
Mike Vasquez, T, 6-1/230, Sr.; Tyler Winter, S, 
6- 1/185, Sr.; Kevin Wolf, NG, 6-3/240, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Kevin Kirwin, CB, Soph.; 
Anders Larsson, K, Soph.; Eric Miller, FB, Sr.; 
Marc Paffhausen, TE, Jr.; Mark Page, P, Jr.; 
Kelly Sherwin, QB, Jr.; Jon Wanago, LB, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Grady Bennett, QB; Tom 
Burggraff, DT (JC); Kirk Copeland, RB (JC); 
Brett Davis, RB; Terry Duncan, WR (RS); 
Shawn Malone, DT (RS); Scotty Neuman, WR 
(RS); Mark Rinehart, CB (RS); Shaun Sha- 
han, QB (transfer from Oregon State); David 
Worstell, TE. 
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NEVADA-RENO 


Coach: Chris Ault (81-35-1, 10 years) 

4985 Record: 10-1; Big Sky: 6-1/Tist. 
Offense: Wing-T. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Greg Black, OT; Tyler Carbone, 
DT; Mike Dixon, LB; Patrick Hunter, CB; Thai 
Ivery, WB; Daryl McCoy, S; Mark McVeigh, LB; 
Devin Pauly, C; Greg Rea, OG; Elston Ridgle, 
DT, 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Eric Beavers, 
QB, 5-10/175, Sr.; Bob Brown, T, 6-4/230, 
Sr.; Bryan Calder, WR, 6-1/190, Sr.; Lucius 
Floyd, RB, 6-0/185, Jr.; Charvez Foger, FB, 5- 
41/190, Soph.; Scott Threde, TE, 6-2/210, Sr.; 
Calvin Sailes, SE, 6-0/170, Sr. Defense (6): 
Bill Bonsall, NG, 6-0/230, Soph.; Mike Brown, 
S, 6-0/185, Soph.; Brian Kaskie, S, 5-11/175, 
Jr: Scott Lommori, LB, 6-2/220, Jr.; Joe Pe- 
terson, CB, 5-10/180, Sr.; Henry Rolling, LB, 
6-3/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ken Caleb, DB, Soph. (RS); 
Bret Dales, P, Sr.; Jeff Davis, LB, Jr.; Scott 
Martin, DT, Jr.; Jack Stanley, QB, Sr.; Marty 
Zendejas, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: John Armstrong, OG (RS); 
Demetrius Davis, WB (RS); Steve Duncan, LB 
(JG); Bernard Ellison, DB (RS); Matt Fitzpa- 
trick, DT (JC); Dean Hodges, DT (JC); Lindon 
Lilly, LB (JC); Tony Logan, WR (RS); Harry 
Williams, RB (JC). 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 


Coach: Larry Kentera (3-8, 1 year) 

1985 Record: 3-8; Big Sky: 1-6/T7th. 

Offense: Multiple, Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Randy Cook, LB; Marc D'Andrea, 
TE; Jerry Davis, WR; Harry Kaminski, DT; Jeff 
Randle El, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Craig Austin, 
QB, 6-2/180, Sr.; Rick Bail, FB, 6-1/208, Sr.; 
Jim Bear, T, 6-5/255, Sr.; Keith Eachus, G, 6- 
2/250, Sr.; Pat Meech, T, 6-3/270, Jr.; Frank 
Pollock, G, 6-5/240, Soph.; Donri Roberson, 
TB, 5-10/198, Jr.; Roy Stewart, C, 6-4/220, 
Sr. Defense (8): Tony Cullen, S, 5-10/190, 
Sr.; George Duarte, CB, 5-10/181, Sr.; Gary 
Galante, LB, 6-2/238, Sr.; Tom Gibson, E, 6- 
8/265, Sr.; Scooter Justiani, S, 6-0/175, Jr.; 
Dejuan Robinson, CB, 5-11/190, Sr,; Greg 
Roskopf, T, 6-4/260, Sr.; David Smith, E, 6- 
7/240, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Tony Battiest, DL, Soph.; Vince 
Beemiller, OL, Soph.; Rhober Brafford, QB, 
Soph.; John Earl, P, Sr.; Tim Gill, RB, Soph. 
(RS); Goran Lingmerth, K, Sr.; Dan Moran, G, 
Sr. (medical RS; starter from '82-84) 

Top Newcomers: Chris Baniszewski, WR; Rick 
Cooper, S (RS); Anthony Gilliam, OT (JC); 
Scott Johnson, DT (JC); Allan Rouse, RB 
(JC); Mark Yuhas, LB (JC). 


WEBER STATE 


Coach: Mike Price (28-27, 5 years) 

1985 Record: 6-5; Big Sky: 4-3/4th. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Todd Boyer, CB; Freddie Cook, 
RB; Craig Dumity, OG; Pat Johnson, DT; Doug 
Orr, DT; Darryl Pollard, CB; Mike Powell, LB; 
Brian Ramsey, OG; Craig Slama, TE; Dave 
Stireman, QB; Gilbert Vasquez, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): Eric Brown, 
RB, 5-10/183, Sr.; Pete Sefakis, SE, 6- 1/180, 
Sr. Defense (4): Wade Jacklin, S, 5-10/175, 
Jr.; Mike Lee, LB, 6- 1/230, Sr.; Joe Long, LB, 
6-1/225, Jr.; Mark Russell, LB, 6-4/235, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Phil Cooper, QB, Sr.; Russell 
Griffith, P, Sr; Brian Larsen, QB, Sr.; Willie Mc- 
Donald, RB, Jr.; Gerald Pitts, Sr, 

Top Newcomers: Mike Angelovic, QB; Todd 
Beightol, WA; Jeff Carlson, QB (RS); Ray 
Goerke, OT (JC); Paul Hawks, LB; Eric Hersh- 
berger, OT/DT; Rick Justice, WR; Peter 
Macon, QB; Jody Marshall, DB; Doc Mendivel, 
C; Greg Patterson, QB/K; Mapui Tai, LB; Mike 
Thorlin, LB. 


The strength of Boise State’s defense 
will be linebackers Jim Ellis (a pro pros- 
pect) and Mike Dolby on the inside and 
Lance Sellers, Rex Walters and Rodney 
Starr on the outside. 

Up front, tackle Pete Kwiatkowski re- 
turns. And Setencich is high on Jeff Hunt, 
a transfer from San Diego State, and red- 
shirt freshman Pat McDade, 

In the secondary, Phil Bartle returns at 
strong safety and Robert Bloe at corner- 
back, while Maury Moore is back after 
starting part-time at free safety. Corner- 
back Ralph Gooding and free safety 
Randy Hudspeth, two junior-college trans- 
fers, will help out along with cornerback 
Chuck Compton, an all-league selection in 
1984 who sat out most of last year with a 
broken ankle. 

Alt Idaho, fans are moaning over the 
loss of Dennis Erickson, who coached the 
Vandals to a school-record four straight 
winning seasons and capped the streak in 
1985 with a Big Sky championship and I- 
AA playoff berth. 

When he left for Wyoming after a 9-2 
season, Erickson turned the program 
over to Keith Gilbertson, who helped im- 
plement Idaho’s highly successful passing 
offense as an assistant in 1982 before leav- 
ing for the United States Football League. 

Offensively, the bad news is that just 
one lineman, guard Scott Katz, is back. 
And he started only when the Vandals ran 
into injury troubles up front. 

There is, however, plenty of good news. 
Flanker Brant Bengen, who made 41 re- 
ceptions in 1985 and led the league in 
punt-return average (13.1 yards per run- 
back), is back along with a stable of run- 
ning backs headed by Todd Hoiness, who 
rushed for 706 yards. And quarterback 
Scott Linehan, who started before injuring 
his foot, also returns—and that is enough 
to give every defensive coach in the 
league a migraine. 

Sophomore Nelson Washington is ex- 
pected to be a solid replacement for de- 
parted wide receiver Eric Yarber, the 
league’s Offensive Player of the Year. 

On defense, Tom Hennessey, the Big 
Sky’s 1985 Defensive Player of the Year, 
leads a pack of senior linebackers. Shawn 
Nilsson, Mike Cox and Dave Parker are 
back to team with Hennessey (who had 
eight interceptions) and free safety Mark 
Tidd, who won All-Big Sky honors last fall. 
Ike Young and Virgil Paulson are familiar 
faces at cornerback, while Dan McCanna 
has experience at strong safety. 

Up front, sophomore noseguard Mark 
Schlereth has star potential. But he'll need 
help at the other down-lineman spots. 

The presence of Merril Hoge is reason 
enough for optimism at Idaho State. 

Hoge, a senior tailback, is the league’s 
most bruising runner since Frank Haw- 
kins, who stood out for Nevada-Reno 
(1977-1980) before graduating to the pros. 
Hoge rushed for 1,041 yards last fall and 


caught 67 passes for 708 yards. 

“One of his strengths is he gets stronger 
in the fourth quarter,” Coach Jim Koetter 
said of Hoge, who will be running behind a 
veteran offensive line that includes guard 
Jerry Tache and tackles Bill Lasley and 
Bret Hansen. 

The quarterback will be junior Gino 
Mariani, who finished the season as a 
Starter after Vern Harris was injured. In 
addition, fullback Corky Federico returns 
after rushing for 506 yards as a sopho- 
more and wide receivers Nick Olsen and 
Shawn Beals also are back, 

On defense, four linebackers return— 
full-time regular Mike Calley and part- 
time starters Ron Manu, Terence McDer- 
mott and Mike Moye. Tom Jewell, who 
like Manu was injured last year, is back 
and figures to start at an inside-linebacker 
spot. 

Strong safety Jamie FitzGerald, a 
standout last season, will be an academic 
redshirt in 1986. However, cornerback 
Gerald Richardson, scheduled to be a 
Starter last year, is back after being 
knocked out for the season in the '85 open- 
er, 

Last year, Montana State entered 
league play as the defending national 
champion—and as an 86-0 victor over 
Eastern Oregon in a non-conference 
slaughter that seemingly indicated the 
Bobcats were still a force. But when the 
season ended, Montana State had won just 
one league game and scored only two vic- 
tories overall. A year after the Bobcats 
had undergone the biggest won-lost turn- 
around (eight games) in NCAA history, 
they were back where they started—in 
last place. 

This season, the Bobcats again will 
have the player who led them to that I-AA 
title—quarterback Kelly Bradley. But 
they also have a lot of holes to fill, 

The Bobcats lost Bradley after six 
games last year because of a dislocated 
elbow. A healthy Bradley could be a real 
factor in another turnaround, although he 
could be pushed for the quarterback job 
by Shaun Shahan, a transfer from Oregon 
State. 

Coach Dave Arnold has other talented 
offensive players in guard Todd Vasey, 
tackles Pat Williams and Don Leake and 
tight end Duane Baker. But Arnold needs 
to fill his running-back and wide-receiver 
spots. 

“We'll know after five weeks what's 
happening,” said Arnold, whose Bobcats 
open the season on the road against pow- 
erful Fresno State and then play at Sam 
Houston State before tackling league 
rivals Idaho State, Nevada-Reno and 
Boise State. “That's not to say the last six 
weeks are going to be any cakewalk.” 

Defensively, the Bobcats will rely on 
linebackers Ken Lang and Kirk Timmer. 
Montana State suffered a blow, though, 
when free safety Doug Kimball—who had 
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eight interceptions in 1984 but sat out last 
year because of a shoulder injury—under- 
went his third operation and was told by 
doctors to forget about football. 

Montana has a new coach and, if a con- 
struction timetable is met, the Grizzlies 
will have a new stadium this fall, too. 

The new man in charge in Missoula is 
pass-oriented Don Read, formerly at Port- 
land State. While playing under Larry 
Donovan in 1985, Montana threw for only 
164.6 yards per game—not exactly Read's 
style of play, 

“The way the rules favor the pass these 
days, I think you've got to throw the foot- 
ball,” said Read, who was head coach at 
the University of Oregon in the mid-1970s. 

Those in contention for the pitching 
chores at Montana are Brent Pease, Shan- 
on Mornhinweg (brother of Marty Morn- 
hinweg, who holds most of the school’s 
passing records) and Don Douglas, 

Renard Coleman and Kraig Paulson, 
the Grizzlies’ No. 2 and No. 3 rushers last 
season, return, Also back is wide receiver 
Mike Rice, the I-AA punting champion in 
"85 (44.7 yards per kick) and an All-Big 
Sky pick as a return specialist, 

Up front, one of the returning starters is 
6-foot-74, 300-pound tackle Larry Clark- 
son, 

Tackle Shawn Poole and linebacker 
Mike Rankin are talented returnees from 
last season’s porous defensive unit. To 
boost the pass protection in Read's “run 
and shoot” attack, though, the 268-pound 
Poole is targeted for a switch to the offen- 
sive line. 

As usual, Weber State fielded an excit- 
ing team in 1985. The Wildcats led the Big 
Sky in total offense with 516.1 yards a 
game and boasted the allleague quarter- 
back in Dave Stireman. 

Still, Coach Mike Price's team could not 
rise above the middle of the Big Sky pack. 

Stireman’s replacement in ’86 probably 
will be Brian Larsen, a 24-year-old senior 
who went on a church mission between 
stops at Ricks College (Idaho) and Weber 
State. 

Price faces a major rebuilding task 
overall, with only six regulars returning to 
the squad. 

Northern Arizona lost 24 of 51 fumbles 
last year, was intercepted 17 times and 
yielded 49 sacks for losses totaling 330 
yards. At times, Coach Larry Kentera’s 
Lumberjacks had three freshmen playing 
on the offensive line. 

Craig Austin is back at quarterback and 
figures to have more time to throw this 
fall. 

On defense, George Duarte returns at 
cornerback after sharing the I-AA lead 
last year with nine interceptions, In addi- 
tion, 6-8, 265-pound end Tom Gibson, who 
enters the season with 234 career tackles, 
is on hand. @ 


Jim Poore is executive sports editor of the Idaho 
Statesman in Boise. 
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BIG SKY 


I-AA INDEPENDENTS 


Georgia Southern 
Finds Success 
At Early Age 


decade for the New York Mets to be- 

come the “Miracle Mets’—the 1969 
World Series champions. Ditto for hock- 
ey’s New York Islanders, who won four 
straight Stanley Cup titles in the early 
1980s after joining the National Hockey 
League in 1972. 

So as “expansion” teams go, Georgia 
Southern is way ahead of schedule. 

From 1924 through 1941, intercollegiate 
football was played in Statesboro, Ga. 
Sometimes good, sometimes not, the 
school—whose name has evolved from 
Georgia Normal College in the early days 
to Georgia Southern now—was always 
competitive. 

But when the Japanese bombed Pearl 
Harbor in December 1941, forcing the 
United States to enter World War II, the 
little teachers college decided to deacti- 
vate all sports—football included. For the 
next four decades, no organized football 
was played on the Statesboro campus. 

By the early 1980s, however, interest 
was building to resume the sport at Geor- 
gia Southern. In the spring of 1981, univer- 
sity President Dale Lick announced that 
the school would start a new intercolle- 
giate football program the next fall, with 
the first actual game to be played in 1982. 
Erk Russell, a longtime assistant at Geor- 
gia, was hired as head coach, and 134 
walk-ons showed up for the school’s first 
football practice in 40 years. 

After playing at the club level for two 
years, Georgia Southern became a Divi- 
sion I-AA independent in 1984. The Eagles, 
who had not fielded a varsity team since 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was President, 
loomed as sacrificial lambs for teams that 
were more than happy to schedule a pow- 
der-puff opponent. 

Those teams were in for a surprise. The 
Eagles went 8-3, missing a I-AA playoff 
berth after losing their final two games. 
Then in 1985, in just their second I-AA sea- 
son, the Eagles went 9-2, good enough for 
a bid to the national playoffs, where they 
won four straight games and the I-AA 
title. The championship game victory—a 
44-42 melee—was over Furman, which 
has one of the division’s strongest pro- 
grams. 

No one was more surprised by the 
Eagles’ success than Russell. 

“I was hoping we could win six games 
and have a winning season,” he said. “I’m 
hard-pressed to tell you how we were able 
to do that, except that we have some good 
players.” 


i n baseball, it took the better part of a 


162 * 


Where Eagles Soar 


a 


Quarterback Tracy Ham is double trouble for Georgia Southern oppo- { 


nents. 


To say the least. The Eagles had a cou- 
ple of I-AA All-Americas in placekicker 
Tim Foley and offensive tackle Vance 
Pike, plus an outstanding offensive back- 
field that included quarterback Tracy 
Ham and fullbacks Gerald Harris and 
Ricky Harris (no relation). Except for 
Pike, all of those players return in 1986. 

“Our quarterback is as good at doing 
his thing as anybody in the country,” Rus- 
sell said. Ham’s “thing,” according to Rus- 
sell, is “running the option and being able 
to stay alive in the passing game and 
making things happen.” 

Ham was a versatile threat last year, 
completing 55 percent of his passes for 
1,415 yards and eight touchdowns and 
rushing for another 751 yards and nine 
TDs. Meanwhile, Ricky Harris rushed for 
825 yards in the regular season, Gerald 
494 yards. 

In all, nine offensive starters are back 
this year. The only holes to fill are the 
relatively large ones left by departed 
tackles Pike and Jeff Evans. The return- 
ing starters up front are a pair of junior 
guards (James Carter and Charles 
Cochran) and a sophomore center 
(Dennis Franklin). 

Ham’s favorite receivers all return, 
most notably senior Monty Sharpe, an All- 
America candidate. And of course there’s 
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Foley, who was successful on 16 of 17 field 
goals and all 33 of his extra-point attempts 
as a sophomore last fall. 

Russell said his team got by with a so-so 
defense last year. The Eagles gave up 
only 17.9 points per game, but they also 
surrendered 329.1 yards, a figure that 
ranked in the middle of the division. 

Six starters are back from that unit, 
with the secondary rating as the strongest 
area. Cornerback Nay Young is the stand- 
out there. The line, which returns only 
one starter, end Edward Eaves, is the 
main area for reconstruction. 

All told, Russell has a group of athletes 
who should take Georgia Southern to post- 
season action once again. 

“We might not have the best players in 
the country, but doggone if they don’t play 
best together,” Russell said. “We got guys 
that play well together.” 

Just wait till the program has a few 
years under its belt. 

The coaching staff at Indiana State 
doesn’t have the same luxury that Russell 
has at Georgia Southern—a proven quar- 
terback. 

The Sycamores threw for 2,063 yards 
and averaged nearly 33 passes per game 
last season. But all signs point to a more 
run-oriented offense in 86. 

For one thing, the top three rushers 


SSeS ee 


from last year return—Charles Walls, 
Jimmy Edwards and Tracy Stewart. Also 
back are three starters from the offensive 
line, including standout guard Mike Sim- 
monds. 

But Coach Dennis Raetz must try to re- 
place quarterback Jeff Miller, the Missou- 
ri Valley Conference’s Offensive Player of 
the Year the last two years, and the Syca- 
mores’ top three wide receivers from ’85. 
The new quarterback should be junior 
Kevin Clancy, redshirt freshman John 
Sahm or sophomore Kyle Frondorf, a 
transfer from Cincinnati. 

There are plenty of holes to fill on de- 
fense, too, what with seven ’85 starters 
gone, including All-America safety Vencie 
Glenn. Raetz will rebuild around line- 
backers Troy Johnson and Tim Cunning- 
ham. 

On the bright side, the Sycamores have 
one of the country’s best punters in Chuck 
Standiford, who averaged 39.5 yards per 
kick a year ago. 

Incidentally, Indiana State is an inde- 
pendent this year because the MVC 
dropped football as a league sport. Their 
first campaign without a conference affili- 
ation could be a tough one as the Syca- 
mores must play away games against 
Iowa State, Kansas and two other I-A op- 
ponents. 

Like at Indiana State, a quarterback 
hunt also is under way at Eastern Wash- 
ington. 

Coach Dick Zornes must find a replace- 
ment for record-setting signal-caller Rick 
Worman. Senior Rob James and junior 
Jon Snider are the leading candidates, 

“One just has to rise to the top,” Zornes 
said. 

If either James or Snider comes 
through, it should be business as usual for 
the Eagles, who went 8-2 before beating 
Idaho and then losing to Northern Iowa in 
the I-AA playoffs last fall. Fifteen starters 
return from last year’s squad, including 
such All-America candidates as tailback 
Jamie Townsend, offensive tackle Ed Sim- 
mons, split end Craig Richardson and de- 
fensive tackle Mike Kingston. 

Townsend became only the third player 
in Eastern Washington history to rush for 
more than 1,000 yards in a season with 
1,007 last year. If the Eagles can find a 
fullback to block for Townsend, they 
should have a strong running game. 

When it’s time to go airborne, James or 
Snider will be throwing to the top six re- 
ceivers from ’85. Headliners from that 
crew are Richardson (35 catches last 
year), flanker Jon Vea (46) and tight end 
Eric Riley (32). 

The defense is experienced, but Zornes 
must replace the team’s top three 
tacklers from last fall. 

Six games at William & Mary were de- 
cided by a touchdown or less last fall. The 
Indians won four of those contests, and 
that was the difference between a losing 


Vomnen split end Reith Paskett i is one a the reasons Western Ken- 
tucky fans are expecting improvement. 


record and the team’s 7-4 mark, the best 
in Coach Jimmye Laycock’s six seasons. 

The outlook is bright for a fourth con- 
secutive winning season, particularly if 
Laycock can find a replacement for the 
tremendous passing combination of quar- 
terback Stan Yagiello and wide receiver 
Ron Gillam (68 catches). Seniors Ken 
Lambiotte and Greg DeGennaro are the 
top contenders to succeed Yagiello. 

Not that the offense is without experi- 
enced weapons. Returning for his senior 
season is mighty-mite Michael Clemons, 
whose 5-foot-5, 165-pound frame account- 
ed for 1,880 all-purpose yards last season, 
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ranking him fifth in the nation in I-AA 
Running out of a one-back offense for 
much of the season, Clemons rushed for 
714 yards and seven touchdowns and 
caught a school-record 70 passes for 657 
yards and four touchdowns. 

Three-fifths of the offensive line re- 
turns, as does flanker Dave Szydlik. 

Defensively, Laycock welcomes back 
nine starters. That unit is spearheaded by 
linebackers Dave Pocta (190 tackles in 
85) and Kerry Gray and cornerback Cal- 
vin Trivers. 


Continued 
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EASTERN WASHINGTON 


Coach: Dick Zornes (49-21-1, 7 years) 

1985 Record: 8-2. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Rob Friese, CB; Dave Flutts, OT; 
Russ Goodnow, C; Joe Kniffen, FB; Chris Sei- 
del, LB; Frank Staudenraus, DE; Rick Worman, 
QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Andy Allan, 
G, 6-4/261, Sr.; Jeff Mickel, T, 6-6/269, 
Soph.; Craig Richardson, SE, 6-0/190, Sr.; Eric 
Riley, TE, 6-4/228, Sr.; Ed Simmons, T, 6- 
4/266, Sr.; Jamie Townsend, TB, 5-11/ 169, 
Jr. Jon Vea, FL, 6- 1/203, Sr, Defense (8): Bill 
Altena, LB, 6-4/224, Sr.; Mark Cordes, S, 6- 
2/195, Sr.; John Eddy, LB, 6-2/224, Sr; Jim 
Ferster, T/E, 6-5/233, Jr; Mike Kingston, T, 6- 
4/255, Sr.; Dan Moriarty, E, 6-5/255, Sr.; Gar- 
tick Redden, S, 5-10/180, Sr.; Bentley Wil- 
liams, CB, 5- 10/175, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Russ Elliott, DB, Sr; Brad 
Faker, LB, Soph.; Tim Floyd, FB, Jr.; Darryl 
Hunter, CB, Sr.; Rob James, QB, Sr.; Eric 
Stein, K/P, Jr. 


FLORIDA A&M 


Coach: Ken Riley (first year at Florida A&M) 
1985 Record: 4-7. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Charles Bevel, FB; Willle Brown, 
LB; Duane Drisdom, S; Merion Jones, LB; Mi- 
chael Kelly, QB; Gary Shipman, CB; Todd Wil- 
llams, TE; Billy Wilson, FL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Antonio Bar- 
ber, TB, 5-8/180, Sr.; Robert Gentile, SE, 6- 
4/175, Sr.; Charles Gordon, T, 6-5/270, Soph.; 
Tony Jamison, C, 6-1/255, Jr.; John Jordan, G, 
6-0/250, Soph.; Richard Lawson, T, 6-2/265, 
Sr.j Bryan Moore, FB, 5-9/195, Jr.; Vernice 
Smith, G, 6-3/260, Sr. Defense (10): Gene 
Atkins, S, 6-0/205, Sr.; Patrick Austin, DB, 6- 
0/185, Soph.; Everett Blakely, NG, 6-0/230, 
Jr.; Tyrone Blue, S, 6- 1/180, Jr.; Tim Davis, T, 
5-11/235, Jr.; Gregory Ferguson, CB, 6- 
0/190, Sr.; Patrick Hargrett, LB, 6-1/212, Sr.; 
Lawrence Jett, LB, 6-2/210, Soph.;. Vincent 
Montgomery, LB, 6-2/220, Jr.; Bruce Norflee, 
T, 6-2/265, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Roger Campbell, WR, Sr.; 
Derrick Gainer, TB, Calvin Giles, QB, Sr.; Todd 
Lanter, QB, Soph.; Rudy Porter, TE, Soph.; 
Ricky West, TE, Sr.; Oscar Williams, QB, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Alvin Wilson, QB (transfer, 
Southeast Louisiana). 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


Coach: Erk Russell (34-13-1, four years) 

1985 Record: 11-2. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 60. 

Key Losses: Charles Carper, LB; Jeff Evans, 
OT; Jessie Jenkins, NG; Eddie Johns, NG; 
Vance Pike, OT; John Richardson, DE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): Herman Bar- 
ron, TE, 6-0/190, Jr.; Tony Belser, WR, 5- 
11/149, Soph.; James Carter, G, 6-4/260, Jr.; 
Charles Cochran, G, 6-0/260, Jr.; Dennis 
Franklin, C, 6-0/230, Soph.; Tracy Ham, QB, 
5-11/185, Sr.; Gerald Harris, FB, 5-9/200, Sr.; 
Ricky Harris, FB, 6-0/190, Sr.; Monty Sharpe, 
WR, 5-9/160, Sr. Defense (6): Chris Aiken, 
CB, 5-9/170, Sr.; Danny Durham, LB, 5- 
41/190, Sr.; Edward Eaves, E, 6-0/221, Sr.; 
Milton Gore, S, 6-0/205, Sr.; Flint Matthews, 
LB, 6-0/220, Jr.; Nay Young, CB, 5-9/185, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Tim Foley, K, Jr.; Trey Herold, 
K, Jr.; Frank Johnson, TB, Soph,; Pat Parker, 
P, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Darrell Dickerson, RB/DB 
(transfer, Drake); Richard Jewell, RB; Jerome 
King, RB; Machon Simms, DB. 


INDIANA STATE 


Coach: Dennis Raetz (38-29-1, 6 years) 

1985 Record: 4-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Doug Arnold, NG; Kurt Bell, DE; 
Terry Bell, SE; Steve Bidwell, S; Mark Boster, 
OT; Bobby Boyce, DE; Scott Bridges, K; Mark 
Brice, DT; Joe Downing, WR; Vencie Glenn, S; 
David Heuser, OT; Don Hitz, TE; Anthony Kim- 
ball, FL; Jeff Miller, QB; Keith Mullen, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Mark Blakey, 
C, 6-2/260, Jr.; Jimmy Edwards, FB, 5-8/200, 
Sr.; Stu Sevald, G, 6-3/255, Jr; Mike Sim- 
monds, G, 6-4/272, Sr.; Charles Walls, TB, 6- 
0/208, Jr. Defense (4): Tim Cunningham, LB, 
6-4/230, Sr.; Troy Johnson, LB, 6-0/222, Sr.; 
Steve McKeel, CB, 5-11/191, Soph.; Rhett 
Schmidt, T, 6-2/230, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Steve Brown, S, Jr.; Matt 
Campbell, LB, Soph.; Gary Cannon, WR, Jr.; 
Kevin Clancy, QB, Jr.; Darren O'Neal, RB, 
Soph.; Chuck Standiford, P, Sr.; Tracy Stewart, 
RB, Sr.; Paul Wafzig, OT, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Lin Churchill, RB (transfer, 
Indiana); Kyle Frondorf, QB (transfer, Cincin- 
nati); Jim Hayes, OL (transfer, Illinois State); 
Chris Johnson, WR (RS); Mel Milne, DB 
(transfer, Drake); Jeff Rebhan, OG (transfer, 
Drake); John Sahm, QB (RS). 


JAMES MADISON 
Coach: Joe Purzycki (5-6, 1 year; 26-27-1 
overall, 5 years) 
1985 Record: 5-6. 
Offense: Wing-T. Defense: Multiple. 
Key Losses: Kenny Dalton, OG; Charles Haley, 
LB; Steve Hamm, C; Rick Rice, SE; Dario Sa- 
varese, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Carlo Bian- 
chini, G, 6-0/269, Jr.; Roy Delph, T, 6-3/260, 
dr; Tony Graddy, HB, 5-6/172, Jr.; Kelvin 
Griffin, HB, 5-8/172, Sr.; Greg Lancaster, QB, 
5-11/178, Soph.; Warren Marshall, FB, 6- 
1/216, Sr.; Neal Wilkinson, TE, 6-4/232, Jr. 
Defense (10): Marcus Adkins, CB, 5-10/198, 
Sr.; Marshall Barnes, S, 6-3/209, Sr.; Greg 
Colvin, T, 6-3/260, Jr.; Jim Eckenrode, T, 6- 
5/282, Jr.; Arnold Grevious, CB, 6- 1/190, Sr.; 
Chris Jacobs, S, 6-3/207, Jr.; Dan Kobosko, 
LB, 6-2/224, Soph,; Dean McCullough, LB, 6- 
2/195, Sr.; Doug West, NG, 5-11/260, Jr.; Al- 
bert Williams, LB, 6-4/226, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Al Brown, HB, Soph.; Anthony 
Evans, LB, Sr.; Eric Green, QB, Jr.; Rodney 
Stockett, HB, Jr.; Shawn Woodson, LB (RS). 
Top Newcomers: Ron Hilliard, OG (transfer, 
Temple); Jay Johnson, OL (JC); Scott Rob- 
erts, OL (JC). 


NORTHEASTERN 


Coach: Paul Pawlak (17-32-1, 5 years; 31- 
50-1 overall, 9 years) 

1985 Record: 2-8. 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Gary Benoit, FB; Sal Gatto, OG; 
Shawn O'Malley, LB; Dan Spotts, SE; Mark 
Wilson, S; Keith Wright, HB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Craig Durant, 
HB, 6-0/ 185, Soph,; Gary Lavoie, TE, 6-2/230, 
dr; Gary Lee, C, 6-3/255, Sr.; Dave Lord, G, 
6-6/290, Jr.; Jim O'Leary, QB, 5-10/170, 
Soph.; Mike Panneton, T, 6-5/260, Jr.; Todd 
Sandham, G, 6-4/280, Sr.; Kevin Slattery, T, 
6-2/260, Jr.; Mike Williams, SE, 6-0/170, 
Soph. Defense (8): Scott Bemis, E, 6-0/200, 
Soph.; John Butcofski, LB, 6-2/240, Sr.; Frank 
Clark, T, 6-3/280, Jr.; Ed Correa, E, 6-1/220, 
Sr.; Chris DeMarest, CB, 6-2/200, Jr.; Darin 
Jordan, T, 6-2/245, Jr.; Bob Koban, S, 6- 
1/175, Sr.; Sal Lupoli, MG, 6-1/240, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Lance Gordon, K, Soph.; Brien 
Moriarty, S, Sr.; George Olson, FB, Sr.; Larry 
Smith, HB, Jr.; George Stevens, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mike Blue, RB (RS); Lonnie 
Hooker, RB (RS); Kris Sticinski, MG (RS). 
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TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: William Thomas ( 18-4, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: James Berico, LB; Jeff Chatman, 
DT: Tim Lloyd, LB; Gilbert Renfroe, QB; Mike 
Robinson, DT; Derrick Spears, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7); Quintin 
Crawford, HB, 6-3/190, Jr.; Bart Evans, WR, 
6-0/ 180, Sr.; Steve Griffin, HB, 5- 10/195, Sr.; 
Steve Holloway, TE, 6-3/225, Sr.; Alvin Street, 
C, 6-3/240, Sr.; Wade Strickland, T, 6-5/260, 
Sr.; Keith Tarver, T, 6-2/255, Sr. Defense (7): 
Onzy Elam, LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; Roger Holmes, 
DB, 5-11/180, Jr.; Carl McAfee, DB, 6-1/195, 
Sr.; Lawrence Mims, NG, 6-0/245, Sr.; Chris 
Sims, T, 6-4/250, Soph.; Terry Welch, DB, 5- 
41/185, Soph.; Brian Williams, LB, 6-2/200, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Tim Thompson, WR, Soph. 
(RS). 

Top Newcomers: Eric Gray, RB; Dion Martin, 
RB; Tyrone Watson, TE; Victor Winfrey, TE. 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach: Dave Roberts (6-16, 2 years) 

1985 Record: 4-7. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Rick Denstorff, C; Mark Fatkin, 
MG/DT; Tom Lucky, DE; Glendell Miller, RB; 
Greg Taylor, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offensne (8): Johnny 
Carter, C, 6-0/255, Jr.; Jeff Gesarone, QB, 6- 
2/210, ur.; Ron Hopkins, T, 6-2/295, Sr.; Ce- 
dric Jones, FL, 6-0/170, Jr.; Pat McKenzie, RB, 
5-9/200, Sr.; Keith Paskett, SE, 5- 11/180, Sr.; 
Steve Walsh, T, 6-4/255, Jr.; Rob Weinle, G, 
6-5/265, Soph. Defense (7): Marcus Burnett, 
LB, 6-0/210, Sr.; James Edwards, S, 6- 1/180, 
Jr: Neil Fatkin, LB, 5-7/210, Jr; Mark John- 
son, S, 6-1/195, Sr.; Vernard Johnson, CB, 5- 
40/190, Sr.; Neil Logsdon, E, 6-3/251, Soph.; 
Harold Wright, CB, 6-1/185, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Joe Arnold, RB, Soph.; David 
Bailey, CB, Jr. (RS); Denny Caple, DL, Soph.; 
Russell Foster, LB, Soph.; Noel Harris, NG, Sr.; 
Billy Haynes, S, Sr.; Xavier Jordan, LB, Soph.; 
Curt Paige, DT, Jr. 

Top Newcomer: Dean Tiebout, OG (transfer, 
lowa); Chandler Wallace, T. 


WILLIAM & MARY 


Coach: Jimmye Laycock (29-37, 6 years) 

1985 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Ron Gillam, WR; Todd Leeson, S; 
Kevin Looney, DE; Graeme Miller, OG; John 
Nettles, TE; Bob Solderitch, C; Stan Yagiello, 
QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Ernest Brun- 
son, FB, 5-10/200, Sr.; Michael Clemons, TB, 
5-5/165, Sr.; Archie Harris, T, 6-5/260, Sr.; 
Larry Modrak, T, 6-3/235, Jr.; Fred Muller, G, 
6-4/235, Sr.; Dave Szydlik, FL, 5-11/190, Sr. 
Defense (9): Kerry Gray, LB, 6-1/215, Soph.; 
Mike Hackett, CB, 5-11/175, Sr,; Jeff Heine- 
man, T, 6-4/250, Sr.; Ricky Miller, E, 6-0/220, 
Sr.; Joe Monaco, T, 6-3/245, Jr.; Dave Pocta, 
LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; Calvin Trivers, CB, 5-9/175, 
Sr.; Greg Wharton, S, 5- 10/165, Soph.; Dave 
Wiley, L6, 6-0/ 195, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Chris Gessner, WR, Soph.; 
Reggie Hodnett, FB, Sr.; Ken Lambiotte, QB, 
Sr.; Stephan Lucas, K, Sr.; Harry Mehre, FL, 
Soph.; Scott Perkins, OG, Jr.; Dave Pisano, TE, 
Sr.; Bill Proctor, S, Sr.; Todd Smith, E, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Greg DeGennaro, QB 
(transfer, California Lutheran). 


The Indians, who are 19-3 against I-AA 
competition since 1982, will play only one 
I-A opponent (Virginia) in ’85 after facing 
seven over the last two years. 


Across the state in Harrisonburg, Va., 
defense reigns supreme. James Madison 
returns 10 starters from a unit that fin- 
ished 10th in the nation in total defense 
last season, 

The lone lost starter, however, was a 
good one: All-America linebacker Charles 
Haley. The returning cast from last year’s 
5-6 club includes safety Marshall Barnes, 
noseguard Doug West and outside line- 
backer Albert Williams. 

Sophomore quarterback Greg Lancas- 
ter again will direct the offense. Senior 
fullback Warren Marshall enters the sea- 
son with 2,884 career rushing yards and 
back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons to his 
credit. 

But there are three starters to replace 
up front in the complex wing-T offense of 
second-year Coach Joe Purzycki. Several 
transfers may provide immediate help 
there. 

Ken Riley, a longtime defensive back 
with the Cincinnati Bengals, returns to his 
alma mater as the new coach at Florida 
A&M. Riley inherits plenty of experienced 
players from last year’s 4-7 club, not to 


mention an intriguing schedule that will 
send the Rattlers from Tallahassee to 
points all over the East and South, from 
Baton Rouge to Philadelphia. 

On paper, Riley’s first team looks 
strong everywhere on offense except 
quarterback, where he must replace Mi- 
chael Kelly. Tailback Antonio Barber is 
coming off a junior season in which he 
rushed for 947 yards. He will be running 
behind experienced blockers as the entire 
starting line returns intact. 

Defensively, Florida A&M has a couple 
of top-notch performers in tackle Bruce 
Norflee and safety Gene Atkins. 

Despite going 2-8 last fall, the North- 
eastern Huskies are brimming with opti- 
mism. Coach Paul Pawlak has all but six 
lettermen back, plus the Huskies should 
have a better grasp of the wishbone of- 
fense Pawlak installed last year. 

“Putting in a new offense last year was 
a major chore,” Pawlak said. “It cost us 
some wins.” 

A year older and wiser, sophomore 
quarterback Jim O'Leary is back to run 
the wishbone. Last year’s top two rushers, 
Gary Benoit and Keith Wright, have de- 
parted, but the Huskies appear deep in 
the backfield. Halfbacks Larry Smith and 
Lonnie Hooker both are recovered from 
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injuries that limited their '85 contribu- 
tions, and the offensive line returns intact. 

Linebacker John Butcofski and end Ed 
Correa lead a group of eight returning 
starters on defense. 

Coach William Thomas also welcomes 
back a veteran group at Tennessee State. 
Only 11 lettermen were lost from a team 
that finished 7-4 in '85. 

Linebacker Onzy Elam and defensive 
back Carl McAfee should make it tough to 
score on the Tigers. So should the return 
of linebacker Charles Buchanan and tack- 
le Marlon Dean, who were academic cas- 
ualties in ’85. 

The biggest trouble spot is quarterback, 
where Thomas likely will choose among 
sophomore Stacy Grear and redshirt 
freshmen Leon Garlington and Chauncey 
Hines. 

Coach Dave Roberts is ready for more 
of the same at Western Kentucky. After 
going 2-9 in his inaugural season in ’84, the 
Hilltoppers improved to 4-7 last fall. 

Continued improvement lies in the 
hands of such veterans as quarterback 
Jeff Cesarone, split end Keith Paskett and 
cornerback Vernard Johnson. That trio is 
among 15 returning starters, but Roberts 
still must shore up his running game and 
special teams. Mf 
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I-AA INDEPENDENTS 


A Passing Fancy 


Purdue Recruit 


Jeff George Is 
Armed and Ready 


By JEFF WASHBURN 


ave Scheib was so impressed the 
D:: time he saw Jeff George 

throw a football, he couldn’t wait 
to get home. He had to call Jerry Stauffer, 
the coach at Warren Central High School, 
to let him know about the young phenom 
he’d found. 

The kid was just a sixth-grader, but 
you'd never have guessed it by watching 
him. 

“Jeff completed the first 10 passes he 
threw,” said Scheib, who was coaching 
the Warren Township Little League team 
for which George was playing. “I mean, I 
couldn’t believe it. 1 went home and called 
Jerry Stauffer, and I said: ‘Coach, you 
can’t imagine the things this kid can do, 
He’s got skills some high school quarter- 
backs don’t have.’ ” 

George certainly lived up to Scheib’s 
early billing. He set a national high school 
passing record for career completions, 
and during the last year, the quarterback 
was the focus of one of the most intense 
recruiting battles an Indiana teen-ager 
has ever experienced. 

Mail from more than 100 major col- 
leges was delivered in boxes to the 
George home in Indianapolis. He got 
phone calls from former President Gerald 
Ford, a Michigan graduate; Indiana Sen. 
Richard Lugar; Cleveland Browns quar- 
terback Bernie Kosar, who played at 
Miami (Fla.), and former Purdue quarter- 
backs Mark Herrmann and Jim Everett. 
He even got a letter from actor Burt 
Reynolds, a former Florida State player 
who encouraged George to play for the 
Seminoles. 

George said he did not receive a single 
illegal offer from any university, and that 
surprised him. 

“I anticipated it, and I was prepared for 
it, but it never happened,” said George, 
who was named by USA Today and Scho- 
lastic Coach magazine as the 1985 High 
School Football Player of the Year. “I also 
was surprised that there wasn't any nega- 
tive recruiting. I thought some coaches 
might try and bad-mouth other schools 
and other coaches. In fact, they all 
seemed to go out of their way to point out 
the good things about the other schools 
that were recruiting me.” 

George’s father, Dave, said he was 
amazed by the national interest in his 
son’s recruitment. When the elder George 
once called an airline’s national reserva- 
tion number, the clerk said, “Are you real- 
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TSN’S TOP 100 COLLEGE 


By John Hadley 
QUARTERBACKS (11) 

NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN COLLEGE 
Tom Bill 6-2 190 Flemington, N.J. Penn State 
Cary Conklin 6-4 190 Yakima, Wash. Washington 
Jetf George 6-3 185 Indianapolis Purdue 
Bernard Hall 6-3 185 Detroit Oklahoma 
Major Harris 6-1 180 Pittsburgh West Virginia 
Greg Jones 6-3 185 Miami Miami (Fla.) 
Dan McGwire 6-6 210 Claremont, Calif. lowa 
Gary Mcintosh 6-3 180 Silver Springs, Md. Maryland 
Lance Pavlas 6-2 190 Tomball, Tex. Texas A&M 
Billy Ray 6-4 200 Dunwoody, Ga. Alabama 
Tony Rice 6-2 193 Woodruff, S.C. Notre Dame 

RUNNING BACKS (20) 

NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN COLLEGE 
Al Baker 6-2 210 Cadiz, Ky. Kentucky 
Braxston Banks 6-3 205 Hayward, Calif. Notre Dame 
J.J. Flannigan 5-11 180 Pomona, Calif. Colorado 
Pierre Goode (WR) 5-10 175 Hazelwood, Ala. Alabama 
Octavius Gould 6-0 190 Pemberton, N.J. Florida 
Leroy Hoard 5-11 200 New Orleans Michigan 
Aaron Jackson 5-11 185 Denison, Tex. Arkansas 
Allen Jefferson 6-2 215 Warren, Mich. Michigan 
James Joseph 6-2 195 Phenix City, Ala. Auburn 
Alvin Lee 5-10 180 Beaumont, Tex. Louisiana State 
Mike Lowman 6-0 190 Apopka, Fla. Florida 
Terance Miller 6-0 190 Lewisville, Tex. Oklahoma State 
Michael Owens 6-1 180 Carlisle, Pa. Syracuse 
Terry Rodgers 5-9 170 National City, Calif. Nebraska 
Stacy Simmons (WR) 5-10 175 Dunedin, Fla: Florida 
Tony Stewart 6-1 185 Vauxhall, N.J. lowa 
Anthony Thompson 6-0 195 Terre Haute, Ind. Indiana 
Tony VanZant 6-2 185 Hazelwood, Mo. Missouri 
Walker Lee Watkins 5-9 180 Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Louisiana State 
Harvey Williams 6-2 205 Hempstead, Tex. Louisiana State 

LINEMEN (32) 

NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN COLLEGE 
Mike Arthur 6-5 250 Houston Texas A&M 
Blake Bednarz 6-3 270 Hamburg, N.Y. Syracuse 
Dennis Brown 6-4 260 Long Beach, Calif. Washington 
Nigel Clay 6-4 245 Fontana, Calif. Oklahoma 
Robert Lee Conner 6-5 245 Mangum, Okla. Oklahoma 
Jeff Davidson 6-5 255 Westerville, Ohio Ohio State 
Stacey Elliot 6-3 250 Long Beach, Calif. UCLA 
Doug Glaser 6-7 290 Mesquite, Tex. Nebraska 
Paul Glonek 6-6 270 Burbank, Ill. Notre Dame 
Vance Hammonds 6-6 245 Spartanburg, S.C. Clemson 
Demetrius Hill 6-3 235 Meridian, Miss. Southwestern La. 
Doug Jacobs 6-9 240 Mocksville, N.C. South Carolina 
Brad Johnson 6-3 260 Centre, Ala. Auburn 
Eric Jonassen 6-6 285 Baltimore Penn State 
Clarence Jones 6-6 240 Central Islip, N.Y. Maryland 
Mark Keough 6-7 245 Hazelwood, Mo. Missouri 
Mike Kohimoos 6-5 250 Visalia, Calif. Stanford 
Warde Manuel 6-5 250 New Orleans Michigan 
T.J. Osman 6-2 230 Pittsburgh Michigan 


ly Jeff George’s dad?” 


In the end, it came down to picking 
from among Purdue, UCLA and Miami, 
and the Boilermakers got the nod. 

“Tt really was a lot of fun,” George said. 
“The beginning probably was the worst 
because the phone never stopped ringing. 
After I'd talked to whoever was calling, 
I'd hang up the phone, and it immediately 
would ring again. There were nights when 
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we'd just end up taking it off the hook for 
a couple of hours.” 

George took official recruiting visits to 
Miami, UCLA and Purdue, and while 
Coral Gables, Fla., and Westwood, Calif., 
were glamorous, he felt more at home in 
West Lafayette, Ind. 

“When I went to UCLA, they drove me 
through Hollywood and Beverly Hills, and 
it was impressive,” he said. 


FOOTBALL RECRUITS 


NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN COLLEGE 
Jeff Pearson 6-4 245 Burbank, Calif. Notre Dame 
Zarak Peters 6-4 240 Willowridge, Tex. Okiahoma 
John Peterson 6-3 270 Middletown, Ohio Ohio State 
Huey Richardson (LB) 6-5 220 Atlanta, Ga. Florida 
Tony Robertson 6-2 270 Jackson, Miss. Mississippi State 
Tim Ryan 6-4 240 San Jose, Calif. Southern California 
Mike Showalter 6-4 240 Bay Village, Ohio Ohio State 
Dave Szott 6-4 235 Clifton, N.J. Penn State 
Andrew Walker 6-5 275 Norwalk, Conn. Clemson 
Rod West (LB) 6-2 216 New Orleans Notre Dame 
Derrick Wilson 6-2 240 Beaumont, Tex. Houston 
Willie Wyatt 6-2 248 Gardendale, Ala. Alabama 
Lance Zeno 6-4 250 Fountain Valley, Calif. UCLA 

RECEIVERS (9) 

NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN COLLEGE 
Charles Arbuckle (TE) 6-4 220 Willowridge, Tex. UCLA 
Felton Cook 6-1 170 Palmetto, Ga, Florida State 
Michael Ford (DB) 6-2 205 San Pedro, Calif. California 
Alvin Harper 6-4 185 Frostproof, Fla. Tennessee 
Ed McCaffrey (TE) 6-5 220 Allentown, Pa. Stanford 
Greg McMurtry (DB) 6-2 195 Brockton, Mass. Michigan 
Percy Waddle 6-2 175 Columbus, Tex. Texas A&M 
Trey Walker (TE/P) 6-5 215 Bradenton, Fla. Michigan 
Willie Williams (TE) 6-7 240 Houston Louisiana State 


LINEBACKERS (16) 


NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN COLLEGE 
Randy Austin 6-2 210 Canyon Country, Calif. UCLA 
Brent Collins 6-2 230 Danridge, Tenn. Georgia 
Brad Durbin 6-2 225 Bothell, Wash. Washington 
John Foley 6-4 240 Chicago Notre Dame 
Melvin Foster 6-3 220 Houston lowa 
Darius Frazier (FB) 6-1 230 Hallandale, Fla. Miami (Fla,) 
Tracy Gordon (DL) 6-3 235 Pocola, Okla. Oklahoma 
Brian Jones 6-3 210 Lubbick, Tex. UCLA 
Rocen Keeton 6-3 235 Gardena, Calif. UCLA 
Dan Kissling 6-2 215 Oregon, Wis. Wisconsin 
Jeff Mills 6-2 215 Montclair, N.J. Nebraska 
Mark Murray 6-4 220 Apopka, Fla. Florida 
Willie Peguese 6-4 220 Miami, Fla. Miami (Fla.) 
Brad Quast 6-1 225 Des Plaines, Ill. lowa 
Steve Smith (DE) 6-5 230 New Hanover, N.C. Clemson 
Mare Spencer 6-5 230 Birmingham, Mich. Michigan 

DEFENSIVE BACKS (12) 

NAME HT. WT. HOMETOWN COLLEGE 
LeRoy Butler 6-0 185 Jacksonville, Fla. Florida State 
Anthony Burnett 6-3 185 Lynwood, Calif. UCLA 
Mark Carrier 6-2 175 Long Beach, Calif. Southern California 
Cleveland Colter (RB) 6-2 190 Tempe, Ariz. Southern California 
Torin Dorn (WR/RB) 6-0 180 Southfield, Mich. North Carolina 
Mark Fletcher 6-4 200 Kennesaw, Ga. Georgia 
Vada Murray 6-4 190 Cincinnati Michigan 
Stanley Richard (WR) 6-2 185 Hawkins, Tex. Texas 
Stacy Sanders 6-2 175 Chesapeake, Va. Arizona 
Sean Smith 6-1 185 Opelika, Ala. Auburn 
Eric Turner 6-2 185 Ventura, Calif. UCLA 
Mike Welch 6-2 180 Sweetwater, Tex. Baylor 


He also liked Miami, but an incident in 
a neighborhood near the campus was a 
bit unsettling. A Hurricane assistant took 
George to dinner, and when they walked 
out of the restaurant, they discovered the 
car had been stolen. 

“When I visited Purdue, I just had a 
good feeling,” George said. “I got to meet 
and talk with a lot of the players, and I 
think that is important. You get to know 


who you might be playing with when a 
school does it that way. 

“IT also like the coaching staff. They 
seemed like good people.” 

George even attended several classes 
with Lance Scheib, a Boilermaker sopho- 
more wide receiver whose father had 
coached the team he and George played 
on as youngsters. 

Purdue wanted George in the worst 


SSS SSS > 


way, and the Boilermakers made no 
bones about their intentions. When the 
Purdue coaching staff was listing its new 
recruits on a meeting-room chalkboard in 
February 1985—12 months before George 
would sign—one coach wrote the follow- 
ing next to Scheib’s name: “Bring your 
buddy.” 

At 4:06 p.m. on February 12, 1986, the 
“buddy” said he was going to Purdue. 

During three seasons as the Warren 
Central starter, George completed 543 of 
965 passes for 8,126 yards and 94 touch- 
downs, leading Stauffer’s team to a 36-2 
record and consecutive Indiana big-school 
state championships in 1984 and 1985. The 
6-foot-3, 185-pounder completed 252 of 422 
passes for 3,094 yards and 45 touchdowns 
his senior year, when the Warriors fin- 
ished their second consecutive 14-0 season 
with a 41-7 drubbing of Valparaiso High 
School in the state title game. 

“Tt was a hard choice,” George said. “I 
sat down with my parents and Coach 
Stauffer for a couple of nights—well, ac- 
tually, it was more like a couple of 
months—and I finally made my decision. 

“I was at a basketball game, and I got 
up during halftime of the junior varsity 
game to go to the concession stand, and 
as I was walking down the hall, something 
clicked in my mind, and I decided right 
then that I wanted to be a Purdue Boiler- 
maker. 

“All of the recruiting was fun, but I was 
under a lot of pressure, and at one point I 
never thought I’d make it. In the begin- 
ning, I really thought I wanted to go to 
Miami because of its excellent tradition in 
football and in baseball.” 

George also was a high school basket- 
ball and baseball star. He hit .472 as a jun- 
ior, and he got a call from Kansas City 
Royals Manager Dick Howser the night 
George’s team won the 1985 state football 
championship. 

“In the end, Purdue's passing tradition, 
and with Purdue being so close to home 
(60 miles), I decided it was the place for 
me,” he said. “I’m an Indiana boy, and I 
didn’t think I could leave the state. 

“IT want to play as a freshman, but I 
know I’m not just going to walk in and 
start. The other quarterbacks are going to 
have to lose their job, but I want it. From 
what I saw Jim Everett do with Purdue’s 
offense the past two years, I think I’m the 
same kind of quarterback.” 

Purdue Coach Leon Burtnett said 
George probably will be the Boilermak- 
ers’ starting quarterback this fall. 

“If he comes in and plays to his poten- 
tial,” Burtnett said, “then yes, I think he’s 
the one freshman in the country who can 
start at the quarterback position and be 
very successful. Without a doubt, Jeff 
George is a kid who can take you a long 
way.” wf 
Jeff Washburn covers college sports for the Jour- 
nal and Courier in Lafayette, Ind. 
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Starting Over Again 


Villanova Rebuilds 
Football Program 
From the Bottom 


By ERNIE PALLADINO 


games. This season’s freshmen will 

play nine but must wait another 
year before they see more than one Divi- 
sion I-AA opponent. And they must wait 
two years before they play as official 
members of the Yankee Conference. 

Such is life on the Villanova football 
team. 

Villanova abandoned an 87-year tradi- 
tion of big-time NCAA football after the 
1980 season. But the suburban Pennsylva- 
nia university has brought back the sport 
in a unique manner. In a four-year plan 
not unlike a Russian economic blueprint 
in which progress is made in short, quick 
steps, the Wildcats eventually will rise to 
I-AA status. 

Rather than appear immediately on the 
1-AA scene, the Wildcats have restarted 
from the bottom. A five-game, mainly Di- 
vision III schedule that saw the Wildcats 
go undefeated initiated the rebirth last 
year. The 1986 team will play nine games 
against Division III opponents, plus Co- 
lumbia, a I-AA team. The 1987 schedule 
will introduce several more I-AA squads. 
And in 1988, when last year’s freshmen 
reach their senior year, the Wildcats will 
play as full-fledged members of the I-AA 
Yankee Conference. 

A strange progression? Not really. It’s 
almost logical. Unique? Oh, yes. Accord- 
ing to Athletic Director Ted Aceto, Villa- 
nova is the only college to attempt such a 
rise in such a short time. 

“T really believe we're the first to take 
this route,” Aceto said. “Nobody’s ever 
dropped a big-time sport and come back 
to where they almost were.” 

Wildcats Coach Andy Talley could think 
of only one other program that was re- 
motely similar, and its participants don’t 
wear helmets. 

“The only other like it is the Miami bas- 
ketball program,” Talley said. ‘They 
came back to Division I basketball quick- 
ly, but nobody's built from scratch and 
done what we're doing. We're putting to- 
gether an aggressive schedule in a fast- 
paced style.” 

Call it a phoenixlike rise, for the Villa- 
nova program certainly was in ashes 
after compiling a 6-5 record in 1980. The 
stands never filled on game day. Student 
interest had fallen. Finally, in April 1981, 
school administrators announced that the 
annual expenditure for Division 1 football, 
reportedly about $600,000, had put a drain 


ll ast year's freshmen played five 
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Villanova Coach Andy Talley is a 
man with a mission. 


on the Villanova coffers, 

Rather than drop to a lower level, Villa- 
nova cut the sport altogether, touching off 
a clamor that would not subside for nearly 
three years. The Committee to Restore 
Football, an unofficial offshoot of the Uni- 
versity’s Alumni Society, spearheaded the 
opposition. 

“The climate was hostile, then intense- 
ly hostile,” said Doug Murray, the alumni 
president in 1981. “As time went by, the 
climate mellowed until, finally, there was 
rational, logical discussion.” 

Bob Hope appeared at a sold-out fund- 
raiser to help put the Wildcats back in 
shoulder pads. Enraged alumni cut back 
on contributions and called for the resig- 
nation of the school’s president, the Rev. 
John Driscoll. 

The alumni couldn't force Driscoll out, 
but the point was clear. The battle ended 
in December 1983 after alumni President 
Don Craemer’s final proposal caught the 
administrators’ interest. 

“They finally realized that football 


meant more to the university than just. 


something for 40 guys to play,” Craemer 
said. ‘We demonstrated a commitment 
that wasn’t there before. And we con- 
vinced them that football, and all athlet- 
ics, provides an education as important as 
the didactic offerings of the classroom.” 

Craemer’s committee had studied the 
various options—competing on the club, 
Division III and Division Il levels—but de- 
cided that the Villanova situation was best 
suited to I-AA. 

The break-in schedule was a vital part 
of the proposal. “It was a way for us to be 
competitive,” Craemer said. 

“The players have to learn how to win,” 
Talley said. “We’re hoping this gives us 
enough challenges so we can step into a 
I-AA schedule and not get killed.” 
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A three-month, nationwide search that 
ended May 29, 1984, brought Talley from 
St. Lawrence (N.Y.) University, where he 
had built a Division III power that went to 
the 1982 NCAA national semifinals. 

The Wildcats immediately applied for 
membership in the Yankee Conference, 
as much to attract talent as to give the 
team instant credibility. Acceptance, on 
October 10, 1984, marked the official end 
of the battle. 

Football was back, but the problem of 
rebuilding from oblivion had just begun. 

Talley’s first step was an open tryout in 
September 1984. The practice attracted 
125 hopefuls, of which Talley kept 80 for 
what would be a sold-out Blue-White in- 
trasquad game that November, 

“Everything we did that first year was 
experimental,” Talley said. “I didn’t know 
if we'd go out and get killed or not.” 

Recruiting was still another story. Tal- 
ley didn’t have much to sell—just a pretty 
campus outside of Philadelphia, good aca- 
demics and a three-year wait until the 
“real” games started. 

Despite the limitations, Talley con- 
vinced 25 scholarship-quality players to 
come the first year. He handed out 18 
scholarships this year, luring eight of 
those players away from Division I 
schools. Five of the recruits had received 
offers from two or more big-time schools. 

“I sold them on being a big fish in a 
small pond,” Talley said. “Here, they can 
play as freshmen. If they go to a big 
school, they’re going to wait two years 
anyway. And here they have a chance to 
become part of history. However Villa- 
nova fares in the future, people will re- 
member these kids as the ones who 
brought the sport back.” 

The players on the 1985 team can attest 
to that. Villanova Stadium, with a capaci- 
ty of 13,400 (more than double the school’s 
enrollment), was sold out for all three 
home games. An all-time record atten- 
dance of 14,200 saw the Navy junior var- 
sity fall to the Wildcats as extra seating 
was provided for the homecoming game. 
Games sold out two weeks in advance, an 
unheard of occurrence in the old days. 
And season-ticket sales were above 8,000, 
a distant cry from the 700 sold in 1980. 

Talley wasn't at Villanova for the end 
of the first era, but he knows how far the 
Wildcats have come. Still, he sees an even 
longer road ahead because there’s quite a 
difference between sheer existence and 
respectability. 

“We don't have the respect of the foot- 
ball community on a national basis yet,” 
said Talley, 43, “It's amazing how quickly 
people forgot us. But I think once we get 
going, we can be one of the best Division 
LAA schools in the country. We should 
certainly be competitive in the Yankee 
Conference.” & 


Ernie Palladino is a sportswriter for the Gannett 
Westchester-Rockland Newspapers. 
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tOenotes home game. 
“Denotes night game. 


AIR FORCE ACADEMY (11-1-0) 
Colorado Springs, Colo. e Falcons 
Aug. 30 Hawalit 27° (20 
Sept. 6 Texas-El Paso” 48 «6 
Sept. 20 Wyomingt 49° «7 
Sept. 27 Colorado Statet 3% 19 
Oct. 3. Utah* 7 15 
Oct. 11 Navyt 24 7 
Oct. 18 Notre Dame 2115 
Oct. 25 San Diego State* 3 (10 
Nov. & Army 4 7 
Nov. 22 Rice 59 17 
Dec. 6 Brigham Youngt 21 28 
AKRON (8-3-0) 
Akron, 0. e Lips 
Sept, 6 Salemt* KTR 
Sept. 13 Kent State 24 0 
Sept. 20 Eastern Michigan 16 12 
Sept. 27 Central Floridat* hee 
Oct. 11 Middle Tennessee State ou 
Oct. 18 Murray Statet* 7 10 
Oct. 25 Morehead Statet* 38.O«@d 
Nov. 1 Tennessee Tech rk 
Nov, 8 Austin Peay Statet 7 
Nov. 15 Eastern Kentuckyt 6 16 
Nov. 21 Youngstown State* 30.205 
ALABAMA (8-2-1) 
Tuscaloosa, Ala, ° Crimson Tide 
Aug. 27 Ohio State*+ ee | 
Sept. 6 Vanderbiltt 40 20 
Sept.13 Southern Mississippie 24°=«413 
Sept. 20 Florida io | 
Oct. 4 Notre Damee re 
Oct, 11 Memphis Statet 2 69 
Oct. 18 Tennessee 14 16 
Oct. 25 Penn Statet 719 
Nov. 1 Mississippi State 4428 
Nov. 8 Louisiana Statee 1414 
Nov. 15 Templet it 
Nov. 29 Auburne 2 23 
$£East Rutherford, Nw. 

@Birmingham, Ala, 

ALCORN STATE (7-3-0) 
Lorman, Miss, e Braves 
Sept. 6 Stephen F. Austint 12 42 
Sept. 13 Grambling State¢ 20 30 
Sept. 20 Alabama Statet 30 14 
Oct. 4 South Carolina State 39 24 
Oct. 11 Texas Southernt 3% 13 
Oct. 18 Florida A&M%e 28 27 


Oct. 25 Southern Universityt 23. (13 
Nov. 9 Mississippi Valley St.§ 35° (28 


Nov. 15 Prairie View A&M* 4107 
Nov. 22 Jackson Statet 20 3) 
$Shreveport, La, 

Miami, Fla. 

§Jackson, Miss. 

APPALACHIAN STATE (8-3-0) 
Boone, N.C. . Mountaineers 


Aug. 30 Western Carolinat 
Sept. 6 Wake Forest* 
Sept. 13 East Tennessee State 


SS~SS325 
w 


Sept. 27 The Citadelt 3 
Oct. 4 Davidsont x 
Oct, 11 Tenn.-Chattanooga* 0 
Oct. 18 James Madison 0 
Oct. 25  Furmant 7 2 
Nov, 8 Marshall 4 0 
Nov. 15 Virginia Military 26 10 
Nov. 22 North Carolina A&TT as 
ARIZONA (8-3-0) 
Tucson, Ariz. e Wildcats 
Sept. 6 Houstont* i 8 
Sept. 13 Colorado Statet* x X 
Sept, 20 Oregon 2 «8 
Sept, 27 Colorado 13°14 
Oct. 11 UCLA 19 24 
Oct. 18 Oregon Statet* he 
Oct. 25 Californiat* 23° «417 
Nov. 1 Southern Californiat® 2, 
Nov. 8 Washington State 7 
Nov. 22 Arizona Statet* 16 13 
Nov. 30 Stanford¢ 1? 28 
$Tokyo, Japan 

ARIZONA STATE (8-3-0) 
Tempe, Ariz. ° Sun Devils 
Sept. 13 Michigan Statet* 3 12 
Sept. 20 Southern Methodistt* 11 oe 
Sept. 27 Washington Statet* 21 16 
Oct. 4 UCLA 17 40 
Oct. 11 Oregon a 
Oct. 18 Southern California 240 
Oct. 25 Utaht* 427 
Nov. 1 Washingtont* 3 C7 
Nov. 8 Californiat® 30. 8 
Nov. 15 Wichita Statet* ae 
Nov. 22 Arizona* 13. 16 
ARKANSAS (9-2-0) 
Fayetteville, Ark. s Razorbacks 
Sept. 13  Mississippi* 24 «19 
Sept. 20 Tulsat 20 
Sept. 27 New Mexico State*t 45 13 
Oct. 4 Texas Christiant 41 0 
Oct. 11 Texas Techt 3007 
Oct. 18 Texas 13° «15 


Oct. 25 Houston* 57 27 
Nov. 1 Ricet 30 «15 
Nov. 8 Baylor 20 14 
Nov. 15 Texas ABMt 6 10 
Nov. 22 Southern Methodist 15" 3 
fLittle Rock, Ark. 

ARKANSAS STATE (8-3-0) 
Jonesboro, Ark. . Indians 
Aug. 30 Southern Iilinoist* 41 (12 
Sept. 6 Northwestern La.t* 12° 10 
Sept. 13 Memphis State* v7 *8 
Sept. 20 Mississippi 16 18 
Sept. 27 East Texas Statet* 2 was 
Oct, 1] Mississippi State* 14 22 
Oct. 18 Louisiana Tech* 31 13 
Oct. 25 McNeese Statet* 1315 
Nov. 8 North Texas State 56 0 
Nov. 15 Lamart 21 0 
Nov. 22 Northeast Louisianat 31 23 
ARMY (8-3-0) 
West Point, N.Y. ° Cadets 
Sept. 13 Syracuset ae | 
Sept, 20 Northwestern eo W 
Sept.27 Wake Forestt ee. 
Oct. 4 Yale 59 16 
Oct. 11 Tennessee rym 
Oct. 18 Holy Crosst 34 12 
Oct. 25 Rutgers¢ 20 16 
Nov. 1 Boston Colleget 45 14 
Nov. 8 Air Forcet 7 45 
Nov. 15 Lafayettet eee 
Dec. 6 Navye iy 


$£ast Rutherford, N.J, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


AUBURN (8-3-0) 
Auburn, Ala. © Tigers 
Sept. 6 Tenn.-Chattanoogat atk 
Sept. 20 East Carolinat 3510 
Sept. 27 Tennesseet 20 38 
Oct. 4 Western Carolinat 1 
Oct, 11 Vanderbilt* Koo 
Oct. 18 Georgia Techt 7 4 
Oct. 25 Mississippi State* 29 
Nov. 1 Florida 10 14 
Nov. 8 Cincinnatit x x 
Nov. 15 Georgiat 24 «10 
Nov. 29 Alabamat 23° 25 
$Birmingham, Ala. 

AUSTIN PEAY STATE (5-6-0) 
Clarksville, Tenn. ° Governors 
Sept. 6 Southern Wlinois 1) <x 
Sept. 13 Tennessee-Martint* 1a: 7 
Sept. 20 Kentucky Statet* 48 «0 
Oct. 4 Middle Tennessee St.t* 14 17 
Oct. 11 Morehead State 14 10 
Oct. 18 Youngstown Statet* 4 35 
Oct. 25 Western Kentuckyt WF 
Nov. 1 Eastern Kentucky 10 20 
Nov. 8 Akron 14 17 
Nov. 15 Tennessee Tech 24 20 
Nov. 22 Murray Statet 6 M4 
BALL STATE (4-7-0) 
Muncie, Ind, e Cardinals 
Aug. 30 Northern Ilinois* 29 «(0 
Sept. 6 Miami, 0. 13,17 
Sept. 13 Purdue 18 37 
Sept. 27 Toledot 23 19 
Oct, 4 Indiana State¢ 29 27 
Oct. 11 Ohiot 36 23 
Oct, 18 Kent Statet 16 45 
Oct. 25 Western Michigant 0M 
Nov. 1 Eastern Michigan* 24 27 
Nov. 8 Bowling Green 6 31 
Noy. 15 Central Michigan 9 23 
Indianapolis, ind 

BAYLOR (8-3-0) 
Waco, Tex. ° Bears 
Sept. 6 Wyoming 39 «18 
Sept. 13 Louisiana Techt* x % 
Sept. 20 Southern Calitorniat* 20 13 
Sept. 27 Texas Tech ) 
Oct. 4 Houstont* 24 21 
Oct, 11 Southern Methodistt* 21 4 
Oct. 18 Texas A&M 20 15 
Oct, 25 Texas Christian 45 0 
Nov. 8 Arkansast 14 20 
Nov. 15 Rice 34 «10 
Nov. 22. Texast 10 17 
BETHUNE-COOKMAN (6-4-0) 
Daytona Beach, Fla. . Wildcats 
Sept. 6 Central Florida*; 37.0639 
Sept. 13 Morgan Statet* td 
Sept. 20 Howard 23 4 
Sept. 27 Grambling State*e £02 
Oct. 11 Georgia Southern 24 46 
Oct. 18 Delaware Statet* 7 5) 
Oct. 25 South Carolina Statet* 45 36 
Nov. 1 North Carolina A&T 20 14 
Nov. 8 Tennessee State*e 17 24 
Nov. 15 Morris Brownt* 20 #0 
Nov. 29. Florida A&M§ 31 (27 
+0rlando, Fla. 

@Jacksonville, Fla, 

§Miami, Fla. 


BOISE STATE (7-4-0) 
Boise, Idaho ° Broncos 
Sept. 6 Eastern Washington Rr 
Sept. 13 Humboldt Statet* m Fr 
Sept. 27 Idaho State* 29 15 
Oct. 4 Montana State 58 21 
Oct. 11 Montanat* 28 3 
Oct. 18 Weber Statet* 24 21 
Oct. 25 Oregon State | 
Nov. 1 Northern Arizona* 24 (10 
Nov. 8 Nevada-Renot 10 37 
Nov. 15 Northwestern Lowsianat x x 
Nov. 22 Idahot 7 44 
BOSTON COLLEGE (48-0) 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. rn Eagles 
Sept. 6 Rutgerst 20 10 
Sept. 13 Californiat Kok 
Sept. 20 Penn Statet 12 16 
Oct. 4 Southern Methodist* % <% 
Oct. 1) Maryland 13° (3) 
Oct. 18 Louisvillet 2 »¥ 
Oct, 25 West Virginia 6 13 
Nov. 1 Army 14 45 
Nov, 8 Temple 28 «25 
Nov. 15 Syracuset 2) 41 
Nov, 22 Holy Crass 3% 67 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (3-8-0) 
Boston, Mass. s Terriers 
Sept. 6 Delaware Statet ny AK 
Sept.13 Wake Forest* 0 30 
Sept. 20 New Hampshire 13 27 
Sept. 27 Mainet 19 14 
Oct. 4 Richmond 24 13 
Oct. 18 Rhode isiand 19 34 
Oct. 25 Massachusettst 1440417 
Nov, 1 Connecticut 3 24 
Nov. 8 Western Kentucky g 3% 
Nov. 15 Colgatet 0 8 
Nov, 22 Delawaret o 2 
BOWLING GREEN STATE (11-0-0) 
Bowling Green, 0. s Falcons 
Sept. 6 Ohiot 38 17 
Sept. 13 Minnesota* me ex 
Sept.20 Central Michigan 23 «18 
Sept. 27 Miami, 0. 28 24 
Oct. 4 Western Michigant 48 7 
Oct. 11 Eastern Michigant 42 24 
Oct. 18 Washington or 4% 
Oct. 25 Kent State 26 «14 
Nov. 1 Northern lilinoist Mela 
Nov. 8 Ball Statet 31 6 
Nov. 15 Toledo* 21 0 
BRIGHAM YOUNG (1-2-0) 
Provo, Utah . Cougars 
Sept. 6 Utah Statet 44 0 
Sept. 13 New Mexicot 45 23 
Sept. 20 Washington Ke | 
Sept. 27 Templet 26 24 
Oct. 3 Colorado Statet* 42,7 
Oct. 18 Wyoming 59. 0 
Oct. 25 Texas-€! Pasot 16 23 
Nov. 1 Air Force 28 21 
Nov. 8 Hawaii* 26 «6 
Nov. 15 Oregon Statet x 
Nov. 22) Utah 38 28 
Nov. 29 San Diego State* 2 0 
BROWN (5-4-1) 
Providence, R.t. . Bruins 
Sept. 20 Yalet 9 10 
Sept. 27 Rhode Island 3227 
Oct. 4 Princeton yy 9 
Oct. 11 Pennsylvaniat 14 17 
Oct. 18 Cornell Zz 
Oct. 25 Holy Crosst 20 20 
Nov. 1 Harvard 7 25 
Nov. 8 Colgatet A 
Nov. 15 Dartmoutht 22 «0 
Nov. 22 Columbia 40 
BUCKNELL (3-7-0) 
Lewisburg, Pa, . Bison 
Sept.13 Indiana, Pa.t* xe mx 
Sept. 20 William & Maryt x 
Sept. 27 Pennsylvania ~ 3A 
Oct, 4 Towson Statet* Yh 
Oct. 11 Davidson 3414 
Oct. 18 Colgatet o 4 
Oct, 25 Lafayettet 0 47 
Nov. 1 Cornell 13 26 
Nov. 8 Holy Cross £) 3 
Nov. 15 Lehigh 0 19 
CALIFORNIA (4-7-0) 
Berkeley, Calif. ° Golden Bears 
Sept. 13 Boston College a 
Sept. 20 Washington Statet - 19 20 
Sept, 27 San Jose Statet 48 21 
Oct. 4 Washington 12 28 
Oct, 11 Oregon Statet 20 23 
Oct. 18 UCLAT 7 34 
Oct. 25 Arizona* 7 23 
Nov. 1 Oregont 27°24 
Nov. 8 Arizona State* 8 30 
Nov. 15 Southern California 4 6 
Noy, 22 Stanfordt 22 24 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Mt. Pleasant, Mich, ° 
Sept. 13 Idahot 

Sept. 20 Bowling Green Statet 
Sept. 27 Ohiot 

Oct. 4 Kent State 

Oct. 12 Western Michigant 
Oct. 18 Tulsa* 

Oct, 25 Eastern Michigan*® 
Novy. 1 Miami, 0. 

Nov. & Toledot 

Nov, 15 Ball Statet 


CINCINNATI 

Cincinnati, 0, e 
Sept. 6 Virginia Tech* 
Sept. 13. Miami, 0.¢ 


Sept. 27 Kentuckyt 
Oct, 4 Lovisvillet* 
Oct. 11 Penn State 
Oct. 18 Miami, Fla.t* 
Oct. 25 Wichita State 
1 Indiana Statet 
Nov. 8 Auburn 
Nov. 15 East Carolina 


CITADEL, THE 

Charleston, S.C, ° 
Sept. 6 North Carolina 
Sept. 13 Northeasternt* 
Sept. 20 Presbyteriant® 
Sept. 27 Appalachian State 
Oct. 4 Clemson 

Oct. 11 Virginia Militaryt 
Oct. 18 Tenn.-Chattanoogat* 
Nov. 1 Western Carolina 
Nov. 8 Woffordt 

Nov, 15 East Tennessee Statet 
Nov. 22 Furman 


CLEMSON 

Clemson, S.C. . 
Sept. 13 Virginia Techt 
Sept. 20 Georgia 

Sept. 27 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 4 The Citadelt 
Oct. 11 Virginia® 

Oct. 18 Duket 

Oct. 25 North Carolina State 
Nov. 1 Wake Forest 
Nov. 8 North Carolinat 
Nov. 15 Maryland 

Nov. 22 South Carolinat 
$Baltimore, Md, 


COLGATE 

Hamilton, N.Y. e 
Sept. 6 William & Mary 
Sept. 20 Lehigh 

Sept. 27 Cornellt 

Oct. 4 Holy Crosst 
Oct. 11 Yale 

Oct. 18 Bucknell 

Oct. 25 Columbia 
Nov, 1 Lafayettet 
Nov. 8 Brown 

Nov. 15 Boston University 
Nov. 22 New Hampshire 


COLORADO 

Boulder, Colo. ° 
Sept. 6 Colorado Statet 
Sept.13 Oregon 

Sept. 20 Ohio State 
Sept. 27 Arizonat 

Oct. 11 Missouri 

Oct. 18 lowa Statet 
Oct. 25 Nebraskat 
Nov. 1 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 8 Kansast 

Nov. 15 Oklahomat 
Nov. 22 Kansas State 


COLORADO STATE 

Fort Collins, Colo. . 
Sept. 6 Colorado 

Sept. 13 Arizona* 

Sept. 20 Northern Coloradot 
Sept. 27. Air Force 

Oct. 3 Brigham Young* 
Oct. 18 Hawaiit 

Oct. 25 Wyomingt 

Nov. 1 San Diego Statet 
Nov. 8 Utah 

Nov. 15 New Mexicot 

Nov. 22 Texas-El Paso* 


COLUMBIA 

New York, N.Y. . 
Sept. 20 Harvard 
Sept. 27 Lafayettet 
Oct. 4 Pennsylvania 
Oct. 11 Princetont 
Oct. 18 Yale 

Oct. 25 Colgatet 
Nov. 1 Villanovat 
Nov. 8 Dartmouth 
Nov. 15 Cornelit 
Nov. 22 Brownt 
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(5-6-0) 
Bearcats 


x3 
10 
x 
7 
31 
10 


(7-3-1) 


x 
14 
20. 
24 


“ 
x 
1 
14 
x 
37 
x 


(7-4-0) 
Buifaloes 


Lions 


a 
Suu 
iol 
a 
o 
fay 
a 
@ 
uD 
bil 
So 
bik 
xed 
a 
oO 
0 
is) 
oy 
0) 
al 


ut 
a 
al 
ra 
ied 
Wid 
ae 
oO 
“ 
Fal 
i 
by 
a 
a 
0 
eB 
© 
oY 
cy 
= 


CONNECTICUT 
Storrs, Conn. ° 
Sept. 13 Central Connecticult 
Sept. 20 Richmondt 
Sept, 27 Yale 
Oct. 4 New Hampshire 
Oct. 11 Delaware Stale 
Oct. 18 Northeastern 
Oct. 25 Mainet 

1 Boston Universityt 
Nov. 8 Delaware 
Noy. 15 Rhode Islandt 
Nov. 22 Massachusetts 


Ithaca, N.Y. ° 
Sept. 20 Princetont 
Sept. 27 Colgate 

Oct. 4 Lafayette 
Oct. 11 Harvard 

Oct. 18 Brownt 

Oct. 25 Dartmouth 
Nov. 1 Bucknellt 
Nov. 8 Yalet 

Nov. 15 Columbia 
Nov. 22) Pennsylvaniat 


DARTMOUTH 

Hanover, N.H. ° 
Sept. 20 Pennsylvaniat 
Sept. 27 oy Sewer 


vy 
Oct. 11 Holy Cross 
Oct, 18 Harvardt 
Oct. 25 Cornelit 
Nov. 1 Yale 
Nov. 8 Columbiat 
Nov. 15 Brown 
Nov. 22 Princeton 


Sept. 6 Lenoir Rhynet 

Sept. 13 Woffordt 

Sept. 20 East Tennessee State* 
Oct, 4 Appalachian State 
Oct. 11 Bucknellt 

Oct. 18 Lafayettet 

Oct. 25 Marshall 

Noy, 8 Furman 

Nov. 15 Catawba 


DELAWARE 

Newark, Del. ° 
Sept. 6 Rhode Islandt 

Sept. 13. New Hampshiret 
Sept. 20 West Chestert 

Sept. 27 Richmond 

Oct. 11 Massachusetts 

Oct. 18 William & Maryt 
Oct. 25 Lehight 

Nov, 1 Maine 

Nov. 8 Connecticutt 


avy 
Nov. 22 Boston University 


DELAWARE STATE 
Dover, Del, e 
Aug. 30 Southern University"e 
Sept. 6 Boston University 
Sept. 20 Morgan State 
Oct. 4 Jackson State} 
Oct. IL Connecticutt 
Oct. 18 Bethune-Cookman™ 
Oct. 25 Towson Statet 
1 South Carolina Stalet 
Nov. 8 North Carolina A&T 
15 Northeasternt 


Sept. 6 Northwestern 
Georgia 
Sept.20 Ohiot* 

Sept. 27. Virginiat* 
Oct, 4 Vanderbilt* 
Oct. 18 Clemson 

Oct. 25  Marylandt 
Noy, 1 Georgia Tech 
Nov, & Wake Forestt 
Nov. 15 North Carolina State 
Nov. 22 North Carolinat 


EAST CAROLINA 

Greenville, N.C. . 
Sept. 6 North Carolina State* 
Sept. 13 West Vieginiat* 
Auburn 

Sept. 27 Penn State 

Oct, 4 Southwestern Lat 
Temple 

Oct. 18 Georgia Southernt 
Oct. 25 South Carolina 

Nov, 1 Southern Mississippit 
Nov. 15 Cincinnatit 

Nov. 27 Miami, Fla.* 


EAST TENNESSEE STATE 

Johnson City, Tenn. e 

3 Appalachian State 
Sept. 20 Davidsont* 

Sept. 27 Virginia Tech 

Oct, 4 Furmant* 

Oct. 11 Western Carolina® 
Oct. 18 Marshallt 

Oct. 25 Tennessee-Chatlanooga® 


Nov. 22 Howard 
$Philadelphia, Pa, © @Shreveport, La. 


(1-10-0) 
Wildcats 


a. 
aol 


(0-10-1) 


Buccaneers 


a 20 
yy 
x 


1 
3°13 
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Nov. 1 Woffordt* 
Nov, 8 James Madison 
Nov. 15 The Citadel 
Nov, 22 Virginia Militaryt* 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Charleston, Ill. ° 
Aug. 30 Winols State* 
Sept. 6 Northeast Missourit* 
Sept. 13 Northern Michigan 
Sept. 20 Southern WWlinaist* 
Oct. 4 Libertyt* 
Oct. i} Northern lowat 
Oct. 18 Western Illinois 
Oct. 25 Southwest Missourt 
1 Winona Statet 
Nov. 8 Indiana State 
Nov. 15 Western Kentuchyt 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 

Richmond, Ky. ° 

Sept.13 Tenn.-Chattanoogat 

Sept, 20 Marshall* 

Sept. 27 Middle Tennessee Statet 

Oct, 4 Western Kentucky 

Oct. 11 Murray State 

Oct, 18 Central Floridat 

Oct, 25 Youngstown Statet 

Austin Peay State" 

Tennessee Techt 

Akron 

Morehead Statet 

EASTERN MICHIGAN 

Ypsilanti, Mich. e 

Sept. 6 Western Michigant® 

Sept. 13 Youngstown State* 

Sept. 20 Akront* 

Sept. 27 Kent Statet* 

Oct. 4 Toledo* 

Oct. 11 Bowling Green State 
iot® 


Ohiot 
Oct. 25 Central Michigant* 
Nov. 1 Bail Statet* 
Nov, 8 Northern Illinois 
Nov. 15 Miami, 0. 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 
Cheney, Wash. . 
Sept. 6 Boise Statet 
Sept. 13 Northern Arizona® 
Sept. 27. Idahot 

Oct. 4 Montana 

Oct, 11 Idaho State* 
Oct. 25 Nevada-Reno 
Nov. 1 Weber Statet 
Nov. 8 Long Beach State* 
Nov. 15 Montana Statet 


FLORIDA 

Gainesville, Fla. . 
Aug. 30 Georgia Southernt 
Sept. 6 Miami, Flat 
Sept. 20 Alabamat 

Sept. 27 Mississippi State™ 
Oct. 4 Louisiana Statet 
Oct. 11 Kent Statet 

Oct, 18 Rutgerst 

Nov. 1 Auburnt 

Nov, 8 Georgiae 

Nov, 15 Kentucky 

Nov, 29 Florida State* 
f£ast Rutherford, NJ. 
Jacksonville, Fla, 


FLORIDA A&M 
Tallahassee, Fla. . 
Sept. 6 Tuskegeet* 
Sept. 13 Georgia Southern*e 
Sept. 20 Temple 
Sept. 27 Tennessee State* 
Oct. 4 Albany State, Ga.t* 
Oct. 11 Central State, Okla.t 
Oct. 18 Alcorn State*§ 

26 South Carolina Statet* 
1 Hamptont 
Nov. 15 Southern University* 
Nov. 29 Bethune-Cookman§ 
tlacksonville, Fla. 
indianapolis, Ind. 
§Miami, Fla. 


FLORIDA STATE 
Tallahassee, Fla. ° 
Aug. 30 Toledot* 
Sept. 6 Nebraska* 
Sept. 20 North Carotinat* 
Sept. 27 Michigan 

1 Tulanet® 

18 Wichita Statet* 
Oct. 25 Louisville* 

1 Miami, Fla. 

8 South Carolina 

15 Southern Mississippit 
Nov, 29 Floridat* 


FRESNO STATE 

Fresno, Calif. . 
Sept. 6 Montana Statet* 
Sept, 13 Oregon Statet* 
Sept. 27 Louisiana Techt® 
Oct. 4 San Jose State 
Oct. 11 New Mexico Statet* 
Oct. 18 Pacitic, Calif.t* 
Oct. 25 Long Beach Statet® 
Noy, 1 Fullerton State* 
Noy, 8 Nevada-Las Vegas* 
Nov. 15 Hawaii* 

Nov. 22 Utah Statet* 


(8-3-0) 


Seminoles 


Bulldogs 


FULLERTON STATE (6-5-0) 
Fullerton, Calif. e Titans 
Aug. 30 Nevada-Reno 3 30 
Sept. 6 New Mexico State* 21607 
Sept. 13 Idaho Statet* x 
Sept. 20 Idaho x ¥ 
Sept, 27 Nevada-Las Vegas* 6 10 
Oct. 4 Tulsa* ws 
Oct. It Long Beach State* 38 2) 
Oct. 18 Utah Statet* 32. 30 
Oct. 25  Hawaii* x & 
Nov. 1 Fresno Statet* 7 42 
Nov. 8 San Jose Stalet 20 18 
Nov. 15 Pacific, Calif.¢ 43 37 
FURMAN (10-10) 
Greenville, $.C. ° Paladins 
Sept. 6 South Carolina Statet 38 
Sept. 13 Georgia Tech v8 
Sept, 20 Virginia Military » 4% 
Sept. 27  Marshall* 4 63 
Oct. 4 East Tennessee State" 35 3) 
Oct, 18 Western Carolinat 31 27 
Oct. 25 Appalachian State ay 
Nov. 1 Presbyteriant RO 
Nov. 8 Davidsont 587 
Noy. 15 Tenn,Chattanoopa* 28 (0 
Nov, 22 The Citadelt 42 #0 
GEORGIA (7-3-1) 
Athens, Ga, * Bulldogs 
Sept 13 Duket x & 
Sept. 20 Clemsont 20 13 
Sept, 27 South Carolina® 3 21 
Oct. 4 Mississippit 49 21 
Oct, 11 Louisiana State* i) 9 
Oct, 18 Vanderbiltt 13°13 
Oct. 25 Kentuchy* 2 «6 
Nov. 1 Richmondt x YX 
Nov, 8 Floridat 243 
Nov. 15 Auburn 10 24 
Nov. 29° Georgia Techt 16 20 
Packsonville, Fla, 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN (9-2-0) 
Statesboro, Ga, e Eagles 
Aug. 30 Florida 1 ied 
Sept. 13 Florida A&M*$ 7 21 
Sept, 20 Middle Tennessee State* 10 35 
Sept. 27 Tenn.-Chattanoogat 9 14 
Oct. 4 Tennessee Tech* 340 
Oct, 11 Bethune-Cookmant 46 24 
Oct. 18 East Carolina Zi. i2 
Nov. 1 Western Kentucky wou 
Nov. 8 Central Florida® 35° 18 
Nov. 15 James Madisont 6 21 
Noy, 22 South Carolina Statet 43° 30 
tlacksonyille, Fla, 

GEORGIA TECH (8-2-1) 
Atlanta, Gs. e Yellow Jackets 
Sept. 13 Furman x 
Sept. 20 Virginia 13° 24 
Sept. 27 Clemsont 4 43 
Oct. 4 North Carolina 31060 
Oct. 11 North Carolina Statet 28 «18 
Oct. 18 Auburn 4017 
Oct. 25 Tennesseet 6 6 
Nov. 1 Duket 9 0 
Nov, 8 Virginia Militaryt Cae! 
Nov. 22 Wake Forest 4) 10 
Nov. 29 Georgia 20 16 
GRAMBLING STATE (9-2-0) 
Grambling, La. ° Tigers 
Sept. 13. Alcorn State¢ 30 20 
Sept. 20 North Carolina Centrale 45 14 
Sept. 27 Bethune-Cookman*§ AP ort 
Oct. 4 Prairie View A&M* an yt 
Oct. 11 Tennessee Statet* 31 24 
Oct. 18 Mississippi Valley State 31 21 
Oct, 25 Jackson Statet 26 35 
Nov. 1 Texas Southern* 30 6 
Nov. & Alabama Statet* 2 0 
Nov. 15 South Carolina State 10 13 
Nov. 29 Southern University x 29 12 
$Shreveport, La. 

New York, N.Y. 

§Jacksonville, Fla, 

xNew Orleans, La. 

HARVARD (7-3-0) 
Cambridge, Mass. e Crimson 
Sept. 20 Columbiat 49 «17 
Sept. 27 Holy Crosst 28 20 
Oct. 4 William & Mary 14 21 
Oct, 11 Cornelit 20 «W7 
Oct. 18 Dartmouth 7 7 
Oct. 25 Princeton 6 il 
Nov. 1 Brownt 25 1? 
Nov. 8 Massachusettst 10 3 
Nov. 15 Pennsylvania WV 6 
Nov. 22 Yalet 6 WV 
HAWAII (4-6-2) 
Honolulu, Hawaii = @ = Rainbow Warriors 
Aug. 30 Air Force 20 27 
Sept, 6 Wisconsint* re 
Sept. 20 Texas-El Pasot* 23. «7 
Oct. 4 New Mexicot* 27 «7 
Oct. 18 Colorado State 34 «14 
Oct. 25 Fullerton Statet* x Xx 
Nov. 1 Utah 27 29 
Nov. 8 Brigham Youngt* 6 26 
Nov, 15 Fresno Statet* 24 24 
Nov. 22 San Diego State™ id 10 
Nov, 29 Wyomingt* 26 «18 


Dec. 6& Michigant* 
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HOLY CROSS 

Worcester, Mass. ry 
Sept. 13 Lehight 

Sept. 20 Lafayette 
Sept. 27 Harvard 

Oct. 4 Colgate 

Oct. LL Dartmoutht 
Oct. 18 Army 

Oct. 25 Brown 

Noy. 1 Massachusettst 
Nov. 8 Bucknellt 
Nov. 15 William & Mary 
Nov. 22 Boston College 


Houston, Tex, By 
Sept. 6 Arizona* 
Sept. 20 Oklahoma State* 
Sept. 27 Tulsat* 
Oct. 4 Baylor* 
Ocl. 11 Texas A&Mt* 
Oct. 18 Southern Methodist 
Oct, 25 Arkansast* 

1 Texas Christiant® 
Nov. 8 Texas 
Nov. 22 Texas Tech 
Nov. 29 Ricet* 
HOWARD 
Washington, D.C, ry 
Sept. 6 Mainet 
Sept. 13 Hampton 
Sept. 20 Bethune-Cookmant 
Sept. 27 South Carolina State 
Oct. 11 Winston-Salemt 
Oct, 18 Virginia State 
Oct. 25 North Carolina A&TT 
Nov. 1 Norfolk State 
Nov, 8 Morehouse 
Nov. 15 Morgan Statet 
Nov, 22 Delaware Stalet 


IDAHO 

Moscow, Ida. . 
Sept. 6 Portland Statet* 
Sept. 13 Central Michigan 
Sept. 20 Fullerton Statet 
Sent. 27 Eastern Washington 
Oct. 4 Idaho Statet* 
Oct. 18 Nevada-Reno 

Oct, 25 Northern Arizonat™ 
Nov. 1 Montana 

Nov. 8 Montana Statet* 
Noy, 15 Weber Statet*™ 
Nov, 22 Boise State 

IDAHO STATE 

Pocatello, Ida. ° 
Sept. 6 Chicago Statet* 
Sept. 13 Fullerton State* 
Sept. 20 Montana State 
Sept. _ Boise Statet* 


jaho’ 
Oct. 11 Eastern Washingtont* 
Oct. 18 Montana 
Oct, 25 Weber State 
Nov. 1 Nevada-Renot* 
Nov. 8 Northern Arizona® 
Nov. 15 Monlanat* 
ILLINOIS 
Champaign, Ill, ° 
Sept. 6 Louisvillet* 
Southern California 
Sept. 20 Nebraskat 
Oct, 4 Ohio State 
Oct. 11 Purduet 
Oct. 18 Michigan Statet 
Oct. 25 Wisconsin 
Nov, | Michigan 
Nov, 8 lowat 
Nov. 15 Indiana 
Nov, 22  Northwesternt 
ILLINOIS STATE 
Normal, lil. ° 
Aug, 30 Eastern Iilinoist* 
Sept. 6 Southwest Missourit® 
Sept, 20 Wayne State, Mich. 
Sept. 27 Oklahoma State* 
Oct. 4 Western Hlinois 
Oct. 18 Indiana State 
Oct. 25 Southern iilinoist 
Nov. & Wichita State 
Nov. 15 Northwest Missourit 
Nov, 22 Northern lowa* 
INDIANA 
Bloomington, Ind. e 
Sept. 13 Louisville 
Sept. 20 Navyt 
Sept. 27 Missouri 
Oct. 4 Northwestern 
1 Ohio Statet 
Oct. 18 Minnesota* 
Oct. 25 Michigant 
Nov. I Wisconsint 
Nov. 8 Michigan State 
Nov. 15 IHlinoist 
Nov. 22) Purdue 
INDIANA STATE 
Terre Haute, Ind. e 
Sept. 6 St. Cloud Statet* 
Sept. 13 Southwest Missourit® 
Sept. 20 lowa State 
Sept. 27 Kansas 
Oct. 4 Ball Statet 
Oct. 11 Southern Iitinows 
Oct, 18 Illinois Statet 
Oct. 25 Buffalo Statet 


1986 College cb Sec ET 


(4-6-1) 
Crusaders 


(5-6-0) 


(6-4-1) 
Fighting Mlini 
es 


1986 College SCH CCU CS ee 


Nov, 1 Cincinnati v. 3 
Nov. 8 Eastern Hilinowst 7 39 
Nov. 15 Northern tlowa* 7 24 
Findianapolis, Ind. 

IOWA (10-10) 
lowa City, lowa e Hawkeyes 
Sept, 13. lowa Statet $7. 3 
Sept. 20 Northern lilinoist 48 20 
Sept. 27 Texas-E) Pasot ed 
Oct. 4 Michigan State 35 31 
Oct, 11 Wisconsint 23 «13 
Oct. 18 Michigan 12, 10 
Oct. 25 Northwesternt 49 10 
Nov. 1 Ohio Statet 13 22 
Nov. 8 Illinois 59 (0 
Nov. 15) Purduet 27) (24 
Nov, 22 Minnesota® 3.9 
JOWA STATE (5-6-0) 
Ames, lowa o Cyclones 
Sept. 13 lowa 3 57 
Sept. 20 Indiana Statet em 
Sept, 27 Wichita Statet ™ 
Oct. 4 Wyomingt eS 
Oct. 11 Kansas 22 21 
Oct. 18 Colorado 6 40 
Oct. 25 Ohklahomat 14 59 
Nov. 1 Missouri 27 28 
Nov. 8 Nebraskat 0 49 
Nov. 15 Kansas Statet 21 14 
Nov. 22 Oklahoma State 15 10 
JACKSON STATE (8-2-0) 
Jackson, Miss. ° Tigers 
Aug. 30. N.C. Centralt* re 
Sept. 6 Alabama State* 2 14 
Sept. 13 Tennessee State* 3144 
Sept. 20 Prairie View A&MT* i 
Sept, 27 Miss. Valley St.t* 4 35 
Oct. 4 Delaware Statet Cae 
Oct. 11 Southwest Missourit* ae 
Oct. 18 Southern University* a. 3 
Oct. 25 Grambling State 35 26 
Nov. 8 Texas Southernt* 2 7 
Nov. 22 Alcorn State 3120 
+Philadelphia, Pa, 

JAMES MADISON (5-6-0) 
Harrisonburg, Va. . Dukes 
Sept, 6 Massachusettst* Tat 
Sept. 13 Morehead State” 35 Os 
Sept. 20 Liberty yes 
Sept. 27 Virginia Militaryt* ? I 
Oct. 4 St. Paul'st xo 
Oct. 18 Appalachian Statet 0 36 
Oct. 25° William & Maryt wo 
Nov. 1 Northeastern hy 
Nov. 8 East Tennessee Statet “4 9 
Nov. 15 Georgia Southern 2). 6 
Nov. 22 Towson State 13 (0 
KANSAS (6-6-0) 
Lawrence, Kan. ° Jayhawks 
Sept. 13 North Carolinat x” ¥ 
Sept. 20 Utah Statet Day: 
Sept.27 Indiana Statet 37710 
Oct. 4 Southern Winoist ert 
Oct. 11 lowa Statet 21 22 
Oct, 18 Kansas State 37 
Oct. 25 Oklahoma State* 10 17 
Nov. 1 Oklahomat 6 48 
Nov. 8 Colorado 344 
Nov. 15 Nebraskat 6 56 
Nov. 22 Missouri 34 «20 
KANSAS STATE (110-0) 
Manhattan, Kan, ° Wildcats 
Aug. 30 Western IMlinoist® ery 
Sept. 6 Texas Tech* .. 
Sept. 13. Northern lowat® 6 10 
Sept. 20 Texas Christian® 22 24 
Oct. 4 Oklahoma 6 4) 
Oct. 18 Kansast 7 3 
Oct, 25 Missourit 2 #7 
Nov. 1 Nebraska 3 41 
Nov. 8 Oklahoma Statet 3 36 
Nov. 15 lowa State 14 21 
Nov. 22 Coloradot 0 30 
KENT STATE (3-8-0) 
Kent, 0. ° Golden Flashes 
Sept. 6 Toledot 7 10 
Sept.13  Akront 0 24 
Sept, 20 Kentucky oT 
Sept. 27 Eastern Michigan 28 3 
Oct. 4 Central Michigan 7 21 
Oct. 11 Florida Nee 
Oct. 18 Ball State 45 16 
Oct, 25 Bowling Green Statet 14 26 
Nov. 1 Ohio 23 33 
Nov. 8 Miami, 0.t 24 52 
Nov. 15 Western Michigan 3°34 
KENTUCKY (5-6-0) 
Lexington, Ky. ° Wildcats 
Sept.13 Rutgerst a, 
Sept. 20 Kent Statet yer 
Sept. 27 Cincinnati caf 
Oct. 4 Southern Mississippit* a+ 2 
Oct. 11 Mississippit ee 
Oct. 18 Louisiana Statet* 0 10 
Oct. 25 Georgiat* 6 26 
Nov. 1 Virginia Tech Hi 
Nov. & Vanderbiltt 24 31 
Nov. 15 Floridat 13. «18 
Nov. 22 Tennessee 0 42 


flackson, Miss, 


LAFAYETTE (6-5-0) 
Easton, Pa. . Leopards 
Sept. 13 Kutztownt 2a wt 
Sept. 20 Holy Crosst Ri i% 
Sept. 27 Columbia 20 «(0 
Oct. 4 Cornellt IF) Ss 
Oct. 1] New Hampshiret 2 7 
Oct. 18 Davidson wR 
Oct. 25 Bucknell 4720 
Nov. 1 Colgate 14 30 
Nov, 8 Pennsylvania ny 
Nov. 15 Army We 
Nov. 22 Lehight 19 24 
LAMAR (3-8-0) 
Beaumont, Tex. e Cardinals 
Sept. 6 Rice* 28 «29 
Sept. 20 Sam Houston State* 22 34 
Sept. 27 Stephen F. Austin® a | 
Oct. 4 Texas A&lt* Ta 
Oct. 11 Northeast Louisiana® 14 37 
Oct. 18 Southwest Texast* 24 21 
Oct. 25 North Texas Statet* 0 20 
Nov. 1 Louisiana Techt* 22. 23 
Nov. 15 Arkansas State 0 2) 
Nov. 22 McNeese State* 7 2 
LEHIGH (5-6-0) 
Bethlehem, Pa. ° Engineers 
Sept. 13 Holy Cross e 4 
Sept. 20 Colgate 14 32 
Sept. 27 Navy x »¥ 
Oct. 4 Northeasternt mx 
Oct. 11 William & Maryt 29° (31 
Oct. 18 Princetont 4613 
Oct. 25 Delaware 16 14 
Nov. 1 Towson State x Xx 
Nov. 8 West Chestert 17 20 
Nov. 15 Bucknellt 19 0 
Nov. 22 Lafayette 24 «19 
LONG BEACH STATE (6-6-0) 
Long Beach, Calif. ° 49ers 
Sept. 6 San Diego State* 144 34 
Sept, 20 Western Michigan Y 2 
Sept. 27 UCLA* mo 
Oct. 11 Fullerton Statet* 27 38 
Oct. 18 New Mexico State* 3 «7 
Oct. 25 Fresno State* 31 33 
Nov. 1 Utah State 17 19 
Nov. 8 Eastern Washingtont* 23 30 
Nov. 15 San Jose Stale 37 22 
Nov. 22 Nevada-Las Vegast* 28 24 
Nov. 29 Pacific, Calif.t* 20.7 
LOUISIANA STATE (9-1-1) 
Baton Rouge, La. . Tigers 
Sept. 13 Texas ASMt* x, i 
Sept. 20 Miami, 0.t* BP us 
Oct. 4 Florida 0 20 
Oct. i} Georgiat® Puig 
Oct. 18 Kentucky* 10 0 
Oct. 25 North Carolinat* 23° «13 
Nov. 1 Mississippit® 4 0 
Nov. 8 Alabama 4 14 
Nov. 15 Mississippi Statee* 17 15 
Nov. 22 Notre Damet* 10 7 
Nov, 29 Tulanet* 319 


Birmingham, Ala. 
@lackson, Miss. 


LOUISIANA TECH (8-3-0) 
Ruston, La. . Bulldogs 
Aug. 30 Tulsa® res 
Sept. 13  Baylor* gi 
Sept. 20 West Texas Statet* 20 10 
Sept.27 Fresno State* ae | 
Oct. 4 North Texas Statet* 33° —«#8 
Oct. 11 McNeese State* 36 «3 
Oct. 18 Arkansas Statet* 13° 31 
Oct. 25 Northwestern La.*¢ 3517, 


1 Lamar* 23° 22 
Nov. B Northeast Louisiana® 9 13 
Nov. 22 Southwestern Louisiana* 24 23 
FShreveport, La. 


LOUISVILLE (2-9-0) 
Louisville, Ky. . Cardinals 
Sept. 6 Iilinois* Rd 
Sept. 13 Indiana 28 41 


Sept. 20 Western Kentuckyt* 23 
Sept. 27. Memphis Statet* x 

4 Cincinnati® 9 31 
Oct, 18 Boston College x 
Oct, 25 Florida Statet* x 
Nov. 1 Rulgerst x 
Nov. 8 Tulane* x 


Nov. 15 West Virginiat 13 52 
Nov. 22 Southern Mississippi* 12 42 
MAINE (6-5-0) 
Orono, Me, e Black Bears 
Sept. 6 Howard 35 (12 
Sept.!3 American Internationalt 27 17 
Sept. 20 Rhode Istandt 4 
Sept. 27 Boston University 14.419 
Oct. 4 Central Connecticut* 51 8 
Oct. 11 Northeasterat 13,14 
Oct. 18 Massachusetts? 7 20 
Oct. 25 Connecticut 2% 3 
Nov. 1 Delawaret 10 7 
Nov, 8 New Hampshire 45 40 
Nov, 15 Richmond 24 37 
MARSHALL (7-3-1) 


Huntington, W.Va.  @ Thundering Herd 
Aug. 30 West Virginia Techt* 30.0 
Sept. 6 Morehead Statet* 27 «10 
Sept. 13 Ohio F) a 
Sept. 20 Eastern Kentuckyt* 13. 7 


Sept. 27. Furmant* 3 
Oct. 4 Virginia Military 21 
Oct, 18 East Tennessee State 34 21 
Oct, 25 Davidsont x 

7 


Nov. 1 Tenn-Chattanoogat 38 
Nov. 8 Appalachian Statet 0 40 
Nov. 15 Western Carolina 10 10 
MARYLAND (8-3-0) 
College Park, Md. ° Terrapins 
Sept. 1 Pittsburgh* x 
Sept. 13 Vanderbiltt* n-% 
Sept. 20 West Virginia 2 0 
Sept. 27 North Carolina Statet* 31 17 
Oct. 11 Boston Colleget 31 613 
Oct. 18 Wake Forestt* 2% 3 
Oct, 25 Duke 40 10 
Nov. 1 North Carolina 28 (10 
Nov. 8 Penn State 18 20 
Nov. 15 Clemsont uM 31 
Nov. 22 Virginia 33°21 
FBaltimore, Md. 

MASSACHUSETTS (7-4-0) 
Amherst, Mass. s Minutemen 
Sept. 6 James Madison* x 4 
Sept. 13 Richmondt 4619 
Sept, 27 Northeasternt 0 #7 
Oct. 4 Rhode Island nee 
Oct. 11 Delawaret 24 27 
Oct. 18 Maine 20 7 
Oct. 25 Boston University 17 14 
Nov. 1 Holy Cross Zh ud 
Nov. 8 Harvard 3 10 
Nov. 15 New Hampshiret 21 17 
Nov. 22 Connecticutt aul hz 
McNEESE STATE (6-3-2) 
Lake Charles, La, Cowboys 
Sept. 6 Prairie View A&MT® eo" 
Sept. 13 Northwestern La.t* 1314 
Sept, 20 Nicholls State* 35 (37 
Sept. 27 North Texas State* o 0 
Oct. 4 Southwest Texas* 28. C«8 
Oct. 11 Louisiana Techt* 3 35 
Oct. 18 Northeast Lovisianat® 10 0 
Oct. 25 Arkansas State* 15 13 
Nov. 8 Northern lowa® x ok 
Nov. 15 Southwestern La.t* weg 
Nov. 22 Lamart* 2 7 
MEMPHIS STATE (2-7-2) 
Memphis, Tenn. . Tigers 
Sept. 6 Mississippi*+ 7 ou 
Sept.13 Arkansas Statet* Pott 
Sept. 20 Southwestern La.t* 7. 6 
Sept. 27 Louisville* rs 8 
Oct. 4 Mississippi Statet* 2 31 
Oct. 11 Alabama 9 28 
Oct, 18 Southern Mississippi* 7 14 
Nov, 1 Vanderbilt gy 
Nov. 8 Tennessee 7 ou 
Nov. 15  Tulane* 38 2) 
Nov. 22 New Mexicot 4% 
$Jackson, Miss. 

MIAMI (10-1-0) 
Coral Gables, Fla. ° Hurricanes 
Aug. 30 South Carolina* 4 
Sept. 6 Florida 23. «35 
Sept. 13 Texas Techt* [ae 
Sept. 27 Oklahomat 27 4 
Oct, 4 Northern Iilinoist* £2 
Oct. 11 West Virginia ay “3 
Oct. 18 Cincinnati* 38 OO 
Nov. 1 Florida Statet 35 (27 
Nov. 8 Pittsburgh rs 
Noy. 15 Tulsat* xy in 
Nov. 27 East Carolinat* 27.15 
MIAMI OF OHIO (8-2-1) 
Oxford, Ohio ° Redskins 
Sept. 6 Ball Statet 7 13 
Sept. 13 Cincinnati 16 10 
Sept. 20 Lovisiana State* Er % 
Sept. 27 Bowling Greent 24 28 
Oct. 4 Ohio 29° (22 
Oct. 11 Toledot 26 14 
Oct. 18 Western Michigan 10 10 
Oct. 25 Northern Illinois 32 (15 
Nov. 1 Central Michigant 19 14 
Nov. 8 Kent State §2 24 
Noy. 15 Eastern Michigant 31 16 
MICHIGAN (9-1-1) 
Ann Arbor, Mich. ° Wolverines 
Sept. 13. Notre Dame 20 12 
Sept. 20 Oregon Statet ve 
Sept, 27 Florida Statet eB 
Oct. 4 Wisconsin 33 =O«6 
Oct. 11 Michigan Statet ) 
Oct. 18 lowat 10 12 
Oct. 25 Indiana 42 15 
Nov. 1 Iilinoist +) 5 
Nov. 8 Purdue 47 «(0 
Nov. 15 Minnesotat 48 +7 
Nov. 22 Ohio State 27047 
Dec. 6 Hawaji* ne 
MICHIGAN STATE (7-4-0) 
East Lansing, Mich, ° Spartans 
Sept. 13 Arizona State* 12. 3 
Sept. 20 Notre Damet 10 27 
Sept, 27 Western Michigant 7 3 
Oct. 4 lowat a0 35 
Oct, 11 Michigan 0 31 
Oct. 18 Iinors 7 30 
Oct. 25 Purduet 28 24 
Nov. 1 Minnesota* 3126 
Nov. 8 Indianat 35 «16 


Nov, 15 Northwestern 2 0 


Nov, 22. Wisconsint 4. 7 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE (11-0-0) 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. . Blue Raiders 
Sept, 6 Tennessee State 1 Pe 
Sept. 20 Georgia Southernt® 35 10 
Sept. 27 Eastern Kentucky 28 14 
Oct. 4 Austin Peay State* 17 14 
Oct, 11 Akront 7 0 
Oct. 18 Southwest Missouri %) ox 
Nov. | Youngstown State* 28 21 
Nov. 8 Morehead Statet 33 «14 
Nov. 15 Murray State 31 (24 
Nov. 22 Tennessee Techt 45 12 
MINNESOTA (6-5-0) 


Minneapolis, Minn.  @ — Golden Gophers 
Sept. 13 Bowling Green Statet* to X 
Sept. 20 Oklahoma 7.48 


Sept. 27 Pacific, Calif.t* ny eK 
Oct. 4 Purdue 45 15 
Oct. 11 Northwesternt* 21 10 
Oct. 18 Indianat* Ih wy 
Oct. 25 Ohio State 19 23 
Nov. 1 Michigan Statet* 26 31 
Nov, 8 Wisconsin 27 18 
Nov, 15 Michigan 7 48 
Nov, 22 lowat* 9 31 
MISSISSIPPI (4-6-1) 
Oxford, Miss. ° Rebels 
Sept. 6 Memphis State*+ Wy 17 
Sept. 13 Arkansas*e 19 24 
Sept. 20 Arkansas Statet 18 16 
Sept. 27 Tulanet 27—«210 
Oct. 4 Georgia 21 49 
Oct, 11 Kentuckyt ee 
Oct. 18 Southwestern La.t hy) 
Oct. 25 Vanderbilt 35 7 
Nov, 1 Lowisiana State* 0 4 
Nov. 15  Tennessee¢ 14 34 
Nov. 22 Mississippi Statet 45 27 
tackson, Miss 
@Little Rock, Ark. 
MISSISSIPPI STATE (5-6-0) 
Starkville, Miss, ° Bulldogs 
Sept. 6 Syracuse* 30 3 
Sept. 13 Tennessee rae y. 
Sept. 20 Southern Mississippit 23 20 
Sept. 27  Floridat* 22 36 
Oct. 4 Memphis State* 31 (28 
Oct. 11 Arkansas Statet* 22. «14 
Oct. 18 Tulane* 3 27 
Oct. 25 Auburnt* 9 21 
Nov. 1 Alabamat 28 
Nov. 15 Louisiana State¢* 16 17 
Nov. 22 Mississippit 2745 
$ackson, Miss. 
MISSISSIPPI WALLEY STATE (8-3-0) 
Itta Bena, Miss, ° Delta Devils 
Sept. 6 Alabama A&Mt* 32 19 
Sept. 20 Bishopt* 80 «14 
Sept. 27 Jackson State* 35 (14 
Oct. 4 Southern University® Ve Ta 
Oct, 11 North Carolina A&T 35 36 
Oct. 18 Grambling Statet 21 31 
Oct. 25 Texas Southern*® 59 40 
Nov. 1 Prairie View A&Mt 56 17 
Nov, 9 Alcorn State¢ 28 35 
Nov, 15 Alabama Statet 55 6 
$Jackson, Miss. 
MISSOURI (1-10-0) 
Columbia, Mo, . Tigers 
Sept. 13 Utah Statet x % 
Sept. 20 Texast 17 2) 
Sept. 27 Indianat 17 36 
Oct. 4 Syracuse* a 
Oct. 11 Coloradot 7 38 
Oct. 18 Nebraska 20 28 
Oct. 25 Kansas Stale 17 20 
Nov. 1 lowa State 28 «27 
Nov. 8 Oklahoma 6 51 
Nov. 15 Oklahoma State 19 21 
Nov. 22 Kansast 20 34 
MONTANA (3-80) 
Missoula, Mont. ° Grizzlies 
Sept. 20 Nevada-Reno 23 (38 
Sept. 27 Northern Arizonat 32 31 
Oct. 4 Eastern Washingtont 19 52 
Oct. 11 Boise State* 3 28 
Oct. 18 Idaho Statet 35 29 
Oct. 25 Montana Statet 18 4) 
Nov. 1 Idahot 0 38 
Nov. 8 Weber State 29 57 
Nov. 15 Idaho State* tak, 
Nov. 22 Portland State 16 21 
MONTANA STATE (2-9-0) 
Bozeman, Mont. e Bobcats 
t, 6 Fresno State* ee: 
Sept. 13. Sam Houston State* 57 
Sept. 20 Idaho Statet 9 50 
Sept. 27 Nevada-Renot 14 61 
Oct. 4 Boise Statet 21 58 
Oct. 11 Weber State* 36 «50 
Oct. 18 Northern Arizonat 24 27 
Oct. 25 Montana 41 18 
Nov. 1 Northern lowat teuek 
Nov. \daho* 34 


8 0 
Nov. 15 Eastern Washington 23 28 
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1986 College SCC UN SS cane 


MOREHEAD STATE (110-0) 
Morehead, Ky. . Eagles 
Sept. 6 Marshall* 10 27 
Sept. 13 James Madisont* 14 35 
Sept. 20 Wichita State Wy iF 
Sept. 27 Kentucky Statet* “oR 
Oct. 11 Austin Peay Statet 10 14 
Oct. 18 Tennessee Tech 6 59 
Oct. 25° Akron* 9 38 
Nov. 1 Murray Statet 9 35 
Nov. 8 Middle Tennessee State 14 33 
Nov. 15 Youngstown Statet 17 20 
Noy. 22 Eastern Kentucky 0 26 
MORGAN STATE (0-9-0) 
Baltimore, Md. . Bears 
Sept. 6 Virginia Union® ae 
Sept. 13 Bethune-Cookman* ee! 
Sept. 20 Delaware Statet 0 35 
Sept. 27 North Carolina A&Tt 20 48 
Oct. 11 South Carolina State 10 14 
Oct. 18 Towson Statet 8 42 
Oct. 25 Tennessee Statet 0 2) 
Nov. 15 Howard a 
MURRAY STATE (7-3-1) 
Murray, Ky. °. Racers 
Sept. 6 Southeast Missouri* 33°25 
Sept.13 Southern Winoist® a” 
Sept. 27 Western Kentuckyt* 2 27 
Oct, 4 Central Florida* % Aa 
Oct, 11 Eastern Kentuckyt 27) 20 
Oct, 18 Akron* 10 17 
Oct, 25 Tennessee Techt 29 21 
Nov, | Morehead State 39 
Noy, 8 Youngstown Statet Kee 
Nov, 15 Middle Tennessee Statet 24 31 
Nov, 22 Austin Peay State 4 6 
NAVY (4-7-0) 
Annapolis, Md. ° Midshipmen 
Sept. 13° Virginiat 7 13 
Sept. 20 Indiana 5 38 
Sept, 27 Lehight Ce: 
Oct. 4 Dartmoutht x & 
Oct. 11 Air Force 7 24 
Oct. 18 Pennsylyaniat x 4 
Oct. 25 Pittsburgh ati 
Nov. | Notre Dame¢* 7 41 
Nov. 8 Syracuse 20 24 
Nov. 15 Delawaret 13°16 
Dec, 6 Armye 7 7 
Baltimore, Md. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

NEBRASKA (9-2-0) 
Lincoln, Neb. e Cornhuskers 
Sept. 6 Florida Statet* 13° 17 
Sept. 20 Mlinols 52 25 
Sept.27 Oregont 63 «(0 
Oct. 4 South Carolina hy 
Oct. 11 Oklahoma Statet 3424 
Oct. 18 Missourit 28 20 
Oct. 25 Colorado ME: 
Nov. 1 Kansas Statet 43 
Nov. 8 lowa State 49) (0 
Nov. 15 Kansas 56 6 
Nov. 22 Oklahomat 7 2 
NEVADA-LAS VEGAS (5-5-1) 
Las Vegas, Nev, . Rebels 
Sept, 6 Washington State yx 
Sept. 13 Portland Statet* ae | 
Sept. 20 Wisconsint* 23° «26 
Sept. 27 Fullerton Statet* 10 6 
Oct. 11 Pacific, Calif. 24 (14 
Oct. 18 San Jose Statet® 16 16 
Oct. 25 Utah State 4 7 
Nov. 1 North Texas Statet* 2 ex 
Nov. 8 Fresno Statet* 6 26 
Nov. 15 New Mexico Stale* 17 12 
Nov. 22 Long Beach State” 24° «(28 
NEVADA-RENO (10-1-0) 
Reno, Nev, ° Wolf Pack 
Aug. 30 Fullerton Statet 303 
Sept. 6 Sam Houston Statet PR 
Sept, 20 Montanat 38 «23 
Sept. 27 Montana State 61 14 
Oct. 4 Weber State* 47 12 
Oct. 11 Stephen F_ Austint NLS 
Oct. 18 Idahot 21 25 
Oct. 25 Eastern Washingtont 31 (25 
Nov, 1 Idaho State* 42 14 
Nov. 8 Boise State 3710 
Nov. 15 Northern Arizonat 36 «10 
NEW HAMPSHIRE (6-4-0) 
Durham, NH. ° Wildcats 
Sept. 6 Richmond ein 
Sept. 13 Delaware e 2 
Sept. 20 Boston Universityt 270643 
Sept. 27 Dartmouth 23. 2«7 
Oct, 4 Connecticutt 10 8 
Oct, 11 Lafayette 7 20 
Oct. 25 Northeastern 35 (21 
Nov. 1 Rhode Islandt 20 30 
Nov. 8 Mainet 40 45 
Nov. 15 Massachusetts 7 2 
Nov. 22 Colgatet 4) 
NEW MEXICO (3-8-0) 
Albuquerque, N.M. e Lobos 
Sept. 6 Tennessee* tg: 
Sept. 13 Brigham Young 23° «45 
Sept. 20 Texas Tech” 31 32 
Sept, 27 San Diego Statet* 20 55 
Oct, 4 Hawaii* 1) 27 
Oct. 1) Texas-El Pasot* 27. «23 


Oct, 18 Utaht* 49 58 
Oct. 25 New Mexico Statet* 34 (27 
Noy 1 Wyoming 41°16 
Nov. 8 Tulsat* ay 4% 
Nov. 15 Colorado State 28 45 
Nov. 22 Memphis State yr st 
NEW MEXICO STATE (110-0) 
Las Cruces, N.M. . Aggies 
Aug. 30 Angelo Statet* e 
Sept. 6 Fullerton Statet* 7 21 
Sept. 13 Texas-El Pasot* 22 «20 
Sept. 20 Pacific, Calif. 10 19 
Sept.27  Arkansas*t 13° (45 
Oct, 4 Utah State 23 40 
Oct. 11 Fresno State* 21 48 
Oct. 18 Long Beach Statet* 17 3 
Oct. 25 New Mexico* 27 34 
Noy. 1 San Jose Statet* 3 32 
Nov, 15 Nevada-Las Vegast* 122,407 
Little Rock, Ark. 

NICHOLLS STATE (6-5-0) 
Thibodaux, La. e Colonels 
Sepl. 6 Youngstown State* ae | 
Sept. 13 Troy State* 40 22 
Sept. 20 McNeese Statet* 37 35 
Sept. 27 Northeast Louisianat* 1S a 
Oct. 4 Southwest Missours 31 28 
Oct. 11 Southern Universityt® 22 25 
Oct. 18 Stephen F. Austin 10 20 
Oct. 25 Southwest Texas 20 12 
Nov. 1 Sam Houston Statet* 14 28 
Nov. 8 Northwestern Louisiana* 14 20 
Nov. 22 Weber Statet ES 
NORTH CAROLINA (5-6-0) 
Chapel Hill, N.C. . Tar Heels 
Sept. 6 The Citadelt nen 
Sept, 13 Kansas yy 
Sept. 20 Florida State* 10 20 
Oct. 4 Georgia Techt 0 31 
Oct. 11 Wake Forest 444 
Oct. 18 North Carolina Statet 21 14 
Oct. 25 Louisiana State* 13. :23 
Nov. 1 Marylandt 10 28 
Nov. 8 Clemson 21 20 
Nov. 15 Virginiat 22 24 
Novy, 22 Duke 21 23 
NORTH CAROLINA A&T (6-5-0) 
Greensboro, N.C. e Aggies 
Sept. 6 Fayetteville State® 3 0 
Sept. 13 Winston-Salemt 25 34 
Sept. 20. South Carolina Statet 14 51 
Sept. 27 Morgan State 48 20 
Oct. 4 Johnson C, Smith* 2 47, 
Oct. 11 Mississippi Valley Statet 36 35 
Oct. 25 Howard 40 14 
Nov. 1 BethuneCookmant 14 20 
Nov. 8 Delaware Statet 16 30 
Nov. 15 North Carolina Central 28 19 
Nov. 22 Appalachian State us 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE (3-8-0) 
Raleigh, N.C. e Wolfpack 
Sept. 6 East Carolinat* 14 (33 
Sept. 13 Pitlsburght* 10 24 
Sept. 20 Wake Forestt* 20 YW 
Sept. 27 Maryland* 7H 
Oct. 11 Georgia Tech 18 28 
Oct. 18 North Carolina 14 21 
Oct. 25 Clemsont 10 39 
Nov. 1 South Carolinat 21 17 
Nov. 8 Virginia 23° 22 
Nov. 15 Ouket 9 31 
Nov. 22 Western Carolinat xy 9 
NORTH TEXAS STATE (4-6-1) 
Denton, Tex. ° Mean Green 
Sept. 6 Southwest Texas* ie | 
Sept. 20 Texas A&M* nD x 
Sept. 27 McNeese Statet* 0 0 
Oct. 4 Louisiana Tech* 8 33 
Oct. 11 Northwestern La.t* 344 
Oct. 18 Texas Christian 10 14 
Oct. 25 Lamar* 20 «0 
Nov. 1 Nevada-Las Vegas* | 
Nov. 8 Arkansas Statet 0 56 
Nov. 15 Northeast Louisianat* 17 18 
NORTHEASTERN (2-8-0) 
Boston, Mass. ° Huskies 
Sept. 13 The Citadel* PS | 
Sept. 20 Youngstown Statet 1% 23 
Sept. 27 Massachusetts 7 10 
Oct. 4 Lehigh a] 
Oct. 11 Maine 14 13 
Oct. 18 Connecticutt 13 27 
Oct, 25 New Hampshiret 21° 35 
Nov, 1 James Madisont x X 
Novy, 15 Delaware State 6 36 
Nov. 22 Rhode Islandt 21°34 
NORTHEAST LOUISIANA (6-5-0) 
Monroe, La. ° indians 
Sept. 6 Southern Mississippi* ae 
Sept. 13 Southwestern Louisiana* x x 
Sept. 20 Southwest Texast* De 
Sept.27 Nicholls State* 7 #415 
Oct. 4 Northwestern La.t* 45° 21 
Oct. 11 Lamart* 37744 
Oct. 18 McNeese State* 0 10 
Nov. 1 Stephen F. Austint w ¥ 
Nov, 8 Louisiana Techt* 8 8 
Nov, 15 North Texas State* 18 17 
Nov. 22 Arkansas State 23 31 


NORTHERN ARIZONA (3-8-0) 
Flagstaff, Ariz. ° Lumberjacks 
Aug. 30 Southern Utah St.t* oar 5 
Sept. 6 Angelo Statet* Kh pat 
Sept. 13 Eastern Washingtont® 0 33 
Sept, 20 Weber Statet* 10 37 
Sept. 27 Montana 31 32 
Oct. 11 Southwest Texast* Sart | 
Oct. 18 Montana State 27 24 
Oct. 25 Idaho* 3 27 
Nov. 1 Boise Statet* 10 24 
Nov. 8 Idaho Statet* 3 
Nov. 15 Nevada-Reno 10 36 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS (4-7-0) 
De Kalb, Il. . Huskies 
Aug. 30 Ball Statet* 0 29 
Sept. 6 West Virginia ree 
Sept. 13 Wisconsin 17 3 
Sept. 20 lowa 20 48 
Sept. 27 Western tilinorst* ae | 
Oct. 4 Miami, Fla.* gwd 
Oct, 18 Toledo 16 3 
Oct. 25 Miami, 0.t 15 32 
Nov. 1 Bowling Green State 14 34 
Nov 8 Eastern Michigant 3, 
Nov, 15 Ohio amy 
NORTHERN IOWA (10-10) 
Cedar Falls, lowa ° Panthers 
Sept. 6 Mankato State* hy! 
Sept. 13 Kansas State* 10 6 


Sept. 27 Southwest Missourit 3847 


Oct. 4 Arkansas-Pine Blufft* 1 eX 
Oct. IL Eastern Wlinois 21 20 
Oct. 18 Southern Ilinois x x 
Oct. 25 Western tilinoist* 48 «14 
Nov. 1 Montana State 2 
Nov. 8 McNeese Statet* t) W% 
Nov. 15. Indiana Statet* 24067 
Nov. 22 Ilinois Statet* i: «3 
NORTHWESTERN (3-8-0) 
Evanston, Ill. . Wildcats 
Sept. 6 Duket 17 40 
Sept. 20 Armyt 1% 
Sept. 27 Princeton ee 
Oct. 4 Indianat 7 26 
Oct. 11 Minnesota* 10 21 
Oct. 18 Wisconsint 714 
Oct. 25 lowa 10 49 
Nov. I Purduet 7 31 
Nov. & Ohio State 17 35 
Nov. 15 Michigan Statet 0 32 
Nov. 22 Illinois 20 45 
NORTHWESTERN (LA.) STATE (3-8-0) 
Natchitoches, La, . Demons 
Sept. 6 Arkansas State” 10 12 
Sept, 13. McNeese State* 1413 
Sept. 20 Delta Statet* % -% 
Oct. 4 Northeast Louisiana® 21 45 
Oct. 11 North Texas State* 14 3 
Oct. 18 Sam Houston Statet* 14 10 
Oct. 25 Louisiana Tech*$ 17. 33 
Nov. | Southwest Texast* 17 26 
Nov, 8 Nicholls Statet* 20 14 
Nov, 15 Boise State ROLE 
Nov. 22 Stephen F. Austin*® 10 19 
$Shreveport, La. 

NOTRE DAME (5-6-0) 
Notre Dame, Ind. ° Fighting trish 
Sept. 13 Michigant 12 20 
Sept. 20 Michigan State 27 10 
Sept. 27 Purduet a) 
Oct. 4 Alabamat Zi vas 
Oct. 11 Pittsburght y - 
Oct. 18 Air Forcet 15 21 
Nov. 1 Navye ao 
Nov. 8 Southern Methodistt y if 
Nov. 15 Penn Statet 6 3 
Nov. 22 Louisiana State* 7 10 
Nov. 29 Southern California 373 


$Birmingham, Ala,  @Baltimore, Md. 


OHIO (2-9-0) 
Athens, Ohio e Bobcats 
Sept. 6 Bowling Green State 17 38 
Sept. 13 Marshallt 7H 
Sept. 20 Duke* 13° 34 
Sept. 27 Central Michigan 7 13 
Oct. 4 Miami, 0.t 22 29 
Oct, 11 Ball State 23 (36 
Oct. 18 Eastern Michigan*™ 21 27 
Oct. 25 Toledot 10 24 
Nov. 1 Kent Statet 33-23 
Nov. 8 Western Michigan 2115 
Nov. 15 Northern titinoist 7 3 
OHIO STATE (8-3-0) 
Columbus, Ohio . Buckeyes 
Aug. 27 Alabama" x x 
Sept. 13 Washington as 1k 
Sept. 20 Coloradot 36 13 
Sept. 27 Utaht Mey 
Oct, 4 Wlinoist 28 3) 
Oct. 11 Indiana 4 7 
Oct. 18 Purdue 41° #27 
Oct, 25 Minnesotat 23°19 
Noy, 1 lowa 22 13 
Nov. 8 Northwesternt 3 7 
Nov. 15 Wisconsin 712 
Nov. 22 Michigant 17 27 
F£ast Rutherford, NJ. 

OKLAHOMA (10-1-0) 
Norman, Okla, . Sooners 
Sept. 13 UCLAT x OK 
Sept. 20 Minnesotat 1307 
Sept. 27 Miami, Fla, 14 27 


172 »* The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook 


Oct. 4 Kansas Stalet 4) 6 
Oct. 11 Texast 4 7 
Oct, 18 Oklahoma Statet 13.—(O0 
Oct. 25 lowa State 59 14 
Nov, 1 Kansas 48 «6 
Nov. 8 Missourit Sprig 
Nov, 15 Colorado yn 0 
Nov, 22 Nebraska a Wy, 
$Dallas, Tex 

OKLAHOMA STATE (8-3-0) 
Stillwater, Okla. . Cowboys 
Sept. 6 Southwestern Louisiana* x & 
Sept. 13 Tulsa® 25 13 
Sept. 20 Houstont* sel 
Sept. 27 Illinois Statet* ~ Ex 
Oct. 1] Nebraska 24 34 
Oct. 18 Oklahoma 0 13 
Oct. 25 Kansast* 17 10 
Nov. | Coloradot 141 
Nov. 8 Kansas Slate 35, xd 
Nov. 15 Missourit 2) 19 
Nov, 22 lowa Statet 10 15 
OREGON (5-6-0) 
Eugene, Ore. ° Ducks 
Sept. 6 San Jose State* 35 (13 
Sept. 13 Coloradot WW 21 
Sept. 20 Arizonat 20 
Sept, 27 Nebraska 0 63 
Oct. 4 Southern California 6 20 
Oct. 11 Arizona Statet  % 
Oct. 18 Stanfordt 45 28 
Oct. 25 Washington 13° «19 
Nov. 1 California 24° 27 
Nov. 15 Washington Statet 42 39 
Nov. 22 Oregon State 3 13 
OREGON STATE (3-80) 
Corvallis, Ore. ° Beavers 
Sept. 13 Fresno State* 24 33 
Sept. 20 Michigan es | 
Sept. 27 Stanfordt 24 39 
Oct. 4 Washington State 0 34 
Oct, 11 California 23° 20 
Oct. 18 Arizona* 27 
Oct. 25 Boise Statet i x 
Nov. 1 UCLA¢ 0 41 
Nov. 8 Washingtont 21 20 
Nov. 15 Brigham Young tox 
Nov. 22 Oregont 13 34 
Portland, Ore 

PACIFIC (5-7-0) 
Stockton, Calif, ° Tigers 
Sept. 6 Sacramento Statet 49° «417 
Sept. 13. Wyoming Oe Sk 
Sept. 20 New Mexico Statet 19 10 
Sept. 27 Minnesota* + a 
Oct, 4 California-Davist ty 
Oct. 11 Nevada-Las Vegast 14 24 
Oct. 18 Fresno State* 7 43 
Oct, 25 San Jose Statet 26 34 
Nov. 8 Utah State 33. ut 
Nov. 15 Fullerton State 3743 
Nov, 29 Long Beach State* 7 20 
PENN STATE (11-0-0) 
University Park, Pa. ° Nittany Lions 
Sept. 6 Templet 27) 25 
Sept. 20 Boston College 16 12 
Sept.27 East Carolinat 17 10 
Oct. 4 Rulgerst 17 10 
Oct. 11 Cincinnatit 3110 
Oct. 18 Syracuset 24 «20 
Oct. 25 Alabama 19 17 
Nov, 1 West Virginia 27.0 
Nov. 8 Marylandt 20 18 
Nov. 15. Notre Dame 36 
Nov. 22 Pittsburght ) 
PENNSYLVANIA (7-2-1) 
Philadelphia, Pa. e Quakers 
Sept. 20 Dartmouth 19 14 
Sept. 27 Bucknell tare 
Oct. 4 Columbiat 46 «14 
Oct, 11 Brown 7 14 
Oct, 18 Navy oe 
Oct. 25 Yalet aad, 
Nov, 1 Princeton al. 23 
Novy, 8 Latfayettet w 0 
Nov, 15 Harvardt 6 UW 
Nov. 22 Cornell 10 6 
PITTSBURGH (5-5-1) 
Pittsburgh, Pa, e Panthers 
Sept. 6 Marylandt of et 
Sept. 13 North Carolina State* 24 10 
Sept. 20 Purdue 31 30 
Sept. 27 West Virginiat 10 10 
Oct, 4 Templet Zea? 
Qcl. 11 Notre Dame | 
Oct, 25 Navyt 7 ai 
Nov. 1 Syracuse 0 12 
Nov, 8 Miami, Flat oer 
Noy, 15 Rutgerst 38 «10 
Noy, 22 Penn State 0 31 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M (2-9-0) 
Prairie View, Texas ° Panthers 


Aug. 30 Texas Southern*® 

t, 6 McNeese State* 
Sept. 13 Stephen F. Austin* 
Sept. 20 Jackson State* 
Sept. 27 Southern University 
Oct. 4 Grambling Stalet* 
Oct. 11 Bishop*+ 
Oct. 18 Texas Lutheran* 
Oct. 25 Alabama Statet* 
Nov. 1 Mississippi Valley State 
Nov. 15 Alcorn Statet* 
fAustin, Texas 
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PRINCETON (5-5.0) 
Princeton, NJ. ° Tigers 
Sept. 20 Cornell 33: >27. 
Sept. 27 Northwesternt ye 
Oct. 4 Brawnt 0 i7 
Oct. 11 Columbia 3.0 
Oct, 18 Lehigh 13° 34 
Oct. 25 Harvardt ll 6 
Nov. 1 Pennsylvaniat 21 31 
Nov. 8 William & Mary 28 33 
Nov. 15 Yale 21 12 
Nov. 22 Dartmoutht 0 3 
PURDUE (5-6-0) 
West Lafayette, Ind. e Boilermakers 
Sept. 13 Ball Statet 7 18 
Sept. 20 Pitisburght 3 31 
Sept. 27 Notre Dame 3 17 
Oct, 4 Minnesotat 15 45 
Oct. 11 Minois 30 24 
Oct. 18 Ohio Statet 2 4l 
Oct, 25 Michigan Stale 24° 28 
Nov, 1 Northwestern sey 
Nov. 8 Michigant 9 47 
Nov, 15. Jowa 24. 27 
Nov. 22. Indianat 4 21 
RHODE ISLAND (9-2-0) 
Kingston, R.1. e Rams 
Sept, 6 Delaware 13° 29 
Sept. 13. Towson Statet res 
Sept. 20 Maine 4“O«dd 
Sept, 27 Brownt 27. 32 
Oct. 4 Massachusettst rE 
Oct. 18 Boston Universityt 34 «19 
Oct. 25 Richmondt Je 
Nov. 1 New Hampshire 30 20 
Nov. 8 Southern Connecticutt bd 
Nov. 15 Connecticut 56 42 
Nov. 22 Northeastern 4 21 
RICE (3-8-0) 
Houston, Texas ° Owls 
Sept. & Lamart* 29 28 
Sept. 13 Southern Methodistt* 16 40 
Sept. 27 Southwest Texast™ Oo 2 
Oct. 4 Texast* 16 44 
Oct. 11 Texas Christian® 3427 
Oct. 18 Texas Techt 29° (27 
Oct, 25 Texas A&M 28 43 
Nov. 1 Arkansas 15 30 
Nov, 15 Baylort 10 34 
Nov, 22. Air Forcet 17 59 
Nov. 29 Houstun* 20 28 
RICHMOND (8-3-0) 
Richmond, Va. 8 Spiders 
Sept. 6 New Hampshiret t,x 
Sept.13 Massachusetts 9 14 
Sept. 20 Connecticut i 
Sept. 27 Delawaret % 
Oct. 4 Boston Universityt 13 24 
Oct, 18 Virginia Militaryt 2 14 
Oct. 25 Rhode Island a 
Nov, 1 Georgia Re 
Nov. 8 Virginia Techt 24 14 
Nov. 15 Mainet 3724 
Nov, 22 William & Maryt 17 28 
RUTGERS (2-8-1) 
New Brunswick, NJ. @ Scarlet Knights 
Sept. 6 Boston College 10 20 
Sept. 13 Kentucky gee 
Sept, 20 Cincinnatit £8 
Sept. 27. Syracuse 1431 
Oct. 4 Penn State 10 7 
Oct. 18 Florida¢ 28 28 
Oct. 25 Armyt 16 20 
Nov. 1 Louisville 1 
Nov. 8 West Virginiat 0 27 
Nov. 15 on 10 38 
Nov. 22 Temple i318 
$£ast Rutherford, Wa 

SAM HOUSTON STATE (8-3-0) 
Huntsville, Texas e Bearkats 
Sept. 6 Nevada-Reno eR 
Sept. 13 Montana Statet* er 8 
Sept. 20 Lamart® 34 22 
Sept. 27 Angelo Statet* 24 «14 
Oct. 4 Texas Southern® ae | 
Oct. 11 Central State, Okla.t* ey 
Oct, 18 Northwestern Louisiana® 10 14 
Noy. 1 Nicholls State* 28 14 
Nov. 8 Stephen F. Austint® 28 21 
Nov. 15 Western Illinois er 
Nov, 22 Southwest Texast 27.25 
‘SAN DIEGO STATE (5-6-1) 
San Diego, Calif. . Aztecs 
Sept. 6 Long Beach Statet* 34 oid 
Sept. 13 Utah* 7 39 
Sept. 20 UCLAT* 16 34 
Sept, 27 New Mexico* 55 20 
Oct. 4 Stanford 41 22 
Oct, 18 Texas-El Paso* 6 
Oct 25 Air Forcet® 10 31 
Nov. 1 Colorado State 48 23 
Noy. 15 Wyomingt* 20 41 
Nov, 22 Hawaiit* 10 10 
Nov. 29 Brigham Youngt* 0 28 
SAN JOSE STATE (2-8-1) 
San Jose, Calif, . Spartans 
Sept. 6 Oregont* 13% 
Sept. 13 Washington State it) 
Sept, 20 Stanford 7 4 
Sept, 27 California 21 48 
Oct. 4 Fresno Statet 1? 37 
Oct, 11 Utah Statet 32 38 


Oct. 18 Nevada-Las Vegas* 16 16 
Oct. 25 Pacific, Calif. 34 (26 
Nov. 1 New Mexico State* 32, 3 
Nov. 8 Fullerton State 18 20 
Nov. 15 Long Beach Statet 22. (37 
SOUTH CAROLINA (5-6-0) 
Columbia, $.C. © — Fighting Gamecocks 
Aug. 30 Miami, Fla.t* 1S 


Sept. 13 Western Carolinat* x 
Sept. % Georgiat®™ 1 
Oct. Nebraskat © 
Oct, Fi Virginia Tech x 
Oct. 18 Virginia® x 
Oct. 25 East Carolinat 52 10 
7 
4 


Nov. 1 North Carolina State WV 21 
Noy, 8 Florida Statet 14 56 
Nov. 15 Wake Forastt x 4 
Nov. 22 Clemson W 24 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE (5-6-0) 
Orangeburg, S.C. ° Bulldogs 
Sept. 6 Furman 31 38 
Sept, 20 North Carolina A&T 51 14 
Sept, 27 Howardt 27 2k 
Oct. 4 Alcorn Statet 24 «39 
Oct. LI Morgan Statet 14 (10 
Oct. 25 Bethune-Cookman* 36 45 
Oct. 26 Florida A&M* rds 
Nov. 1 Delaware State 20 38 
Nov. 8 Virginia Uniont Ky 
Nov. 15 Grambling Statet 13 10 
Nov. 22 Georgia Southern 3 43 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (6-5-0) 
Los Angeles, Calif, . Trojans 
Sept. 13 Ilinorst 20 10 
Sept. 20 Baylor* 13 20 
Sept. a Washingtont Wy 20 
Oct. Oregont 20 

Oct. il Washington State 31°04«413 
Oct. 18 Arizona Statet 0 24 
Oct. 25 Stanford 30 («6 
Nov. 1 Arizona* ss 
Noy. 15 Californiat 6 14 
Nov. 22 UCLA 7 13 
Nov. 29 Notre Damet 3, a? 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (4-7-0) 
Carbondale, Ill. . Salukis 
Aug. 30 Arkansas State* 12 41 
Sept. 6 Austin Peay Statet wr is 
Sept. 13. Murray State* Zi 
Sept. 20 Eastern Iilinois* 42° 13 
Sept. 27 Youngstown Statet Y 2 
Oct, 4 Kansas te ix 
Oct. 11 Indiana Statet 38 4) 
Oct. 18 Northern lowat x x 
Oct. 25 Illinois State 21 (0 
Nov. 1 Southwest Missouri 28 40 
Nov. 8 Western Illinoist 74 
SOUTHERN METHODIST (6-5-0) 
Dallas, Texas . Mustangs 
Sept. 13 Rice* 40 15 
Sept. 20 Arizona State* x 

Sept, 27 Texas Christiant 56 21 
Oct. 4 Boston Colleget* So. 
Oct. 11 Baylor* 4 21 
Oct. 18 Houstont 7 13 
Oct. 25 Texas 44°14 
Nov. | Texas A&Mt 7 19 
Nov. 8 Notre Dame 4 
Nov. 15 Texas Tech $ 7 
Nov, 22 Arkansast 9 15 
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI (7-4-0) 


Hattiesburg, Miss. e Golden Eagles 
Sept. 6 Northeast Louisianat* ee) 


Sept. 13 Alabamat 13 24 
Sept. 20 Mississippi Statee 20 23 
Sept. 27 Texas A&M* 3 
Oct. 4 Kentuchy* x 
Oct. 18 —_ Statet* 14 7 
Oct. 25 Tulane* 24. «(O«+6 
Nov 1 East Carolina 27.0 
Nov, & Southwestern La.t* 38 «16 
Nov, 15 Florida State* x % 
Nov. 22 Louisvillet* 42° 12 
$Birmingham, Ala,  @Jackson, Miss. 
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY (6-5-0) 
Baton Rouge, La. ° Jaguars 
Aug. 30 Delaware Statet* 8 46 
Sept. 13 Alabama Statet 35 (14 
Sept. 20 Texas Southern* 22 14 
Sept. 27 Prairie View A&MT 4 12 
Oct, 4 Mississippi Valley St.t™ 7 2 
Oct. 11 Nicholls State* 25 22 
Oct. 18 Jackson Statet* 9 27 
Oct, 25 Alcorn State 13° 23 
Noy 1 Tennessee State* 13 10 
Noy 15 Florida A&Mt* 38 «#27 
Nov. 29 Grambling State§ 12. 29 
Shreveport, La. 

§New Orleans 

SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA (4-7-0) 
Lafayette, La. . Ragin’ Cajuns 
Sept. 6 Oklahoma Statet* rE 


Sept. 13 Northeast Louisianat* i 


Sept. 20 Memphis State* 6 3 
Oct. 4 East Carolina 16 14 
Oct. 11 Tulsat* % & 
Oct. 18 Mississippi on ux 
Oct. 25 Stephen F. Austint I ok 
Nov. 1 Tulane* WV 27 
Nov. 8 Southern Mississippi™ 16 38 
Nov. 15 McNeese State* 3 14 
Nov. 22 Louisiana Techt* 23. 28 


SOUTHWEST MISSOURI (6-4-1) 
Springfield, Mo. s Bears 
Sept. 6 Illinois State* voy 
Sept. 13 Indiana State* A 
Sept.20 Western iilinoist* 2707 
Sept. 27 Northern lowa 17 38 
Oct, 4 Nicholls Statet 28 31 
Oct. 11 Jackson State* i® 
Oct. 18 Middle Tennessee Statet x x 
Oct. 25 Eastern Illinoist 27 (28 
Nov. 1 Southern iltinoist 40 28 
Nov. 8 Central Missouri State 37 3 
SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE (3-8-0) 
San oe Texas e Bobcats 
Sept. 6 North Texas Statet* Kvn 
Sept. 13 Abilene Christiant® ‘Oar. 
Sept. 20 Northeast Louisiana® Yeas 
Sept. 27 Rice* 2 
Oct. 4 McNeese Statet? 0 28 
Oct, 11 Northern Arizona* Dee 
Oct, 18 Lamar* 21 24 
Oct, 25 Nicholls Statet 12 20 
Nov, 1 Northwestern Lovisiana* 26 17 
Nov. 15 Stephen F, Austint 21 «43 
Nov. 22 Sam Houston State 25 27 
STANFORD (4-7-0) 
Stanford, Calif. . Cardinal 
pt.13 Texas* 3B 
Sept. 20 San Jose Statet 41 7 
Sept.27 Oregon State 3924 
Oct. 4 San Diego Stalet 22 «4 
Oct. 11 Washingtont 0 34 
Oct, 18 Oregon 28 45 
Oct, 25 Southern Californiat 6 30 
Nov. 1 Washington Statet xy YX 
Nov. 8 UCLA 9 34 
Nov. 22 California 24 22 
Noy, 30 Arizona¢ 28 «417 
#Tokyo, Japan 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE (9-2-0) 
Nacogdoches, Texas e Lumberjacks 
Sept. 6 Alcorn State 42 12 
Sept. 13 Prairie View ASMt* 2 « 
Sept. 27 Lamart* x oR 
Oct, 4 West Texas Statet* eX 
Oct. 11 Nevada-Reno x'e-¥ 
Oct. 18 Nicholls Statet 20 «10 
Oct. 25 Southwestern Louisiana 3 
Nov, 1 Northeast Louisiana Lx 
Nov. 8 Sam Houston State* 21 28 
Nov. 15 Southwest Texas 43 21 
Nov, 22 Northwestern La.t* 19 10 
SYRACUSE (7-4-0) 
Syracuse, N.Y. ° Orangemen 
Sept. 6 Mississippi Statet* 3 
Sept. 13 Army x 4 
Sept. 20 Virginia Techt 14 24 
Sept. 27 Rutgerst 364 
Oct. 4 Missourit® * ox 
Oct, 18 Penn State 20 24 
Oct. 25 Temple 29° «4 
Nov, 1. Pittsburght 122. «0 
Nov. 8 Navyt 24 20 
Nov. 15 Boston College 41 21 
Nov. 22. West Virginia 10 13 
TEMPLE (4-7-0) 
inte ° Owls 
Sept. & Penn State* 25 27 
Sept. 13. Western Michigan ne 
Sept. 20 Florida ASMT Yr oF 
Sept, 27 Brigham Young 24 26 
Oct. 4 Pittsburgh 17 21 
Oct 11 East Carolinat 21667 
Oct. 18 Virginia Tech$ ee 
Oct 25 Syracuset 14 29 
Nov. 8 Boston Colleget 25 28 
Nov, 15 Alabama x ok 
Nov. 22 Rutgers 4 13 
Norfolk, Va. 
TENNESSEE (8-1-2) 
Knoxville, Tenn. e Volunteers 
Sept. & New Mexicot™ erm 
Sept. 13 Mississippi Statet wr. sy 
Sept. 27 Auburn 38 «20 
Oct. 4 Texas-El Pasot o. 8 
Oct 11 Armyt | ae: 
Oct, 18 Alabamat 16 14 
Oct. 25 Georgia Tech 6 6 
Nov. 8 Memphis Statet 17 (7 
Nov. 15 Mississippi¢ 14 
Nov. 22 Kentuckyt 42. «20 
Nov. 29 Vanderbilt 300 
Fackson, Miss. 
TENNESSEE-CHATTANOOGA (6-5-0) 
Chattanooga, Tenn. e Moccasins 
Sept. 6 Auburn wy *% 
Sept. 13 Eastern Kentucky ey ‘x 
Sept. 20 Tennessee Techt* 2) 
Sept. 27 Georgia Southern 1419 
Oct, 11 Appalachian Statet* 0 2 
Oct. 18 The Citadel* 3440¢«21”7 
Oct, 25 East Tennessee Statet* 12 0 
Nov, 1 Marshall 38 C7 
Nov. 8 Western Carolinat* 23 
Nov. 15 Furmant* Oo 28 
Nov. 22 Western Kentucky x x 
TENNESSEE STATE (7-4-0) 
Nashville, Tenn. . Tigers 
Aug. 30 Morris Brown ty 
Sept. 6 Middle Tennessee Statet x x 
Sept. 13 Jackson Statet* 44 i 
Sept. 27 Florida ABMt* 12 0 


Oct. 4 East Texas Statet® 


Oct. 11 Grambling State* 24 Gl 
Oct. 18 Western Kentuckyt* 17 22 
Oct. 23 Morgan State 21 20 
Nov. 1 Southern Universilyt* 10 13 
Nov. 8 Bethune-Cookman" 217 
Nov. 22 Alabama A&MT 24 14 
$Miami, Fla, 
TENNESSEE TECH (1-10-0) 
Cookeville, Tenn. . Golden Eagles 
Sept. 6 Tulsa* i 
Sept, 20 Tenn.-Chattanooga* x ak 
Oct. 4 Georgia Southernt® 0 34 
Oct. 11 Youngstown State 16 23 
Oct. 18 Morehead Statet $9 6 
Oct. 25 Murray State 21 29 
Nov. 1 Akront Sa 
Nov. 8 Eastern Kentucky 7 35 
Nov. 15 Austin Peay Statet 20 «24 
Nov. 22 Middle Tennessee State 12 45 
TEXAS (8-3-0) 
Austin, Texas ° Longhorns 
Sept. 13 Stanfordt* 38 34 
Sept. a Missouri 21 17 
Oct. Rice* 44 (16 
Oct. rT Oklahomat 7 14 
Oct. 18 Arkansast 16 13 
Oct. 25 Southern Methodistt 14 44 
Nov. 1 Texas Tech 44 (21 
Nov. 8 Houstont 34 (24 
Nov. 15 Texas Christian 2 20 
Nov, 22 Baylor 17 10 
Nov. 27 Texas ABMt 10 42 
#Dallas, Tex. 
TEXAS-EL PASO (1-10-0) 
€1 Paso, Texas Miners 
Aug. 30 Northern Michigant* tot: 
Sept. 6 Air Forcet* 6 48 
Sept. 13 New Mexico State* 20 22 
Sept. 20 Hawaii* 7 23 
Sept. 27 lowa eS x 
Nov. 4 Tennessee x ik 
Oct. 11 New Mexica* 23° (27 
Oct. 18 San Diego Statet* 6 34 
Oct. 25 Brigham Young 23° «16 
Nov. 8 Wyoming 21 23 
Nov, 22 Colorado Statet* 28 4) 
Nov. 29 Utaht* 19 §5 
TEXAS A&M (9-2-0) 
College Station, Texas ° Aggies 
Sept. 13 Louisiana State* ee 
Sept. 20 North Texas Statet* x % 
Sept. 27 Southern Mississippit™ Re 
Oct. 4 Texas Techt 28 (27 
Oct. 11 Houston® 43 16 
Oct. 18 Baylort 15 20 
Oct. 25 Ricet 43° 28 
Nov. 1 Southern Methodist 19 17 
Nov. 15  Arkansas¢ 1 6 
Nov. 22 = Christiant 53. 6 
Nov. 27. Tex, 42 10 
FLittle Rock, tk, 
TEXAS CHRISTIAN (3-8-0) 
Fort Worth, Texas e Horned Frogs 
Sept. 13 Tulane* 30° (13 
Sept.20 Kansas Statet* 24 «22 
Sept. 27 Southern Methodist 21 56 
Oct. 4 Arkansas 0 4) 
Oct. 11 Ricet* 27 4 
Oct. 18 North Texas Statet 4 10 
Oct. 25 Baylort 0 45 
Nov. 1 Houston* 21 26 
Nov. 8 Texas Techt 7 63 
Nov. 15 Texast 0 20 
Nov. 22 Texas A&M 6 53 
TEXAS SOUTHERN (1-10-0) 
Houston, Texas Tigers 
Aug. 30 Prairie View Aunty DE ish 
Sept. & Texas A&I* 7 45 
Sept. 13 Angelo State* 6 21 
Sept. 20 Southern Univ.t* 14 22 
Sept. 27 Alabama Stalet 4 24 
Oct. 4 Sam Houston Statet™ % 
Oct. 11 Alcorn State 13. (36 
Oct. 25 Miss. Valley St.t* 40 459 
Nov. 1 Grambling Statet* 6 30 
Nov. 8 Jackson State* 7 2 
Nov. 15 Bishop LEX 
TEXAS TECH (4-7-0) 
Lubbock, Texas ° Red Raiders 
Sept. 6 Kansas Statet* Ki 
Sept. 13 Miami, Fla.* Yt 
Sept. 20 New Mexicot* 32 31 
Sept. 27 Baylort 0 31 
Oct. 4 Texas A&M 27 28 
Oct, 1] Arkansas 7 30 
Oct, 18 Rice 27 29 
Noy, 1 Texast 21 44 
Nov. 8 Texas Christian 63 7 
Nov. 15 Southern Methodistt 73 
Nov, 22 Houstont 16 17 
TOLEDO (4-7-0) 
Toledo, Ohio ° Rockets 
Aug. 30 Florida State* } ees | 
Sept. 6 Kent State 10 7 
Sept.13 Wichita Statet* Ze 5 
Sept, 27 Ball State 19.523 
Oct. 4 Eastern Michigant™ 10 21 
Oct. 11 Miami, 0. 44 26 
Oct. 18 Northern Ilinoist 3 16 
Oct. 25 Ohio 24 10 
Nov, 1 Western Michigant* 13 «18 
Nov, 8 Central Michigan 10 7 
Nov. 15 Bowling Green Statet 0 21 
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1986 College SS CEC CU SS ce 


TULANE (1-10-0) 
New Orleans, La. ° Green Wave 
Sept.13 Texas Christiant* 13° 30 
Sept. 20 Vanderbilt® 7 24 
Sept. 27 Mississippi 10 27 
Oct. 4 Wichita Statet* a 
Oct. 11 Florida State* 12 38 
Oct. 18 Mississippi Statet* 27 (31 
Oct. 25 Southern Mississippi t* 6 24 
Nov. 1 Southwestern La,t* 2706407 
Nov. 8 Louisvillet* 5. 
Nov. 15 Memphis Statet* 21 38 
Nov. 29 Louisiana State* 19 3) 
TULSA (6-5-0) 
Tulsa, Okla, . Golden Hurricane 
Aug. 30 Louisiana Techt* oe | 
Sept. 6 Tennessee Techt* x 
Sept. 13 Oklahoma Statet* 13° 25 
Sept. 20 Arkansas 24 
Sept. 27 Houston® 31 24 
Oct. 4 Fullerton Statet* Ke 
Oct. 11 Southwestern Louisiana*® x  ¥ 
Oct, 18 Central Michigant* v8 
Nov. 1 Wichita Statet 42 26 
Nov. 8 New Mexico* a | 
Nov. 15 Miami, Fla,* a. % 
UCLA (8-2-1) 
Los Angeles, Calif, ° Bruins 
Sept. 6 Oklahoma x x 
Sept. 20 San Diego State* M16 
Sept. 27 Long Beach Statet* x * 
Oct, 4 Arizona Statet 40 17 
Oct. 11 Arizonat 24°19 
Oct. 18 California u4“Ui~<CSr 
Oct, 25 Washington Statet 71 30 
Nov, 1 Oregon Stated 4. 60 
Nov. 8 Stanford 34, 9 
Nov. 15 Washington 14 2) 
Nov, 22 Southern Californiat 13 «WV 
$Portiand, Ore. 

UTAH (8-4-0) 
Salt Lake City, Utah ° Utes 
Sept. 13 San Diego Statet* 39° «O37 
Sept. 27 Ohio State Wi 2k 
Oct. 3 Air Forcet* 15 37 
Oct. 11 Wyoming 377) (20 
Oct. 18 New Mexico* 58 49 
Oct. 25 Arizona State* 27) 34 
Nov, 1 Hawaiit 29 (27 
Nov. & Colorado Statet 19 21 
Nov. 15 Utah State “oT 
Nov. 22 Brigham Youngt 28 «38 
Nov, 29 Texas-El Paso* 55 19 
UTAH STATE (3-8-0) 
Logan, Utah . Aggies 
Sept. 6 Brigham Young 0 44 
Sept. 13 Missouri m ist 
Sept. 20 Kansas yO 
Oct. 4 New Mexico Statet 40 23 
Oct. 11 San Jose State* 35 32 
Oct. 18 Fullerton State* 30 32 
Oct, 25 Nevada-Las Vegast 7 18 
Nov. 1 Long Beach Statet 19 17 
Nov. 8 Pacific, Cal,t 7 3 
Nov. 15 Utaht 7 34 
Nov. 22 Fresno State 19 38 
VANDERBILT (3-7-1) 
Nashville, Tenn. s Commodores 
Sept.13 Maryland” 2: \¥ 
Sept.20 Tulanet* 240417 
Sept. 27 Alabama 20 40 
Oct. 4 Duket* a | 
Oct, 1) Auburnt co 2 
Oct. 18 Georgia 13° 13 
Oct. 25 Mississippit 7 35 
Nov, 1 Memphis Statet ei 
Nov, & Kentucky 31 (24 
Nov, 15 Virginia Tech 24 38 
Nov. 29 Tennesseet 0 30 
VIRGINIA (6-5-0) 
Charlottesville, Va. ° Cavaliers 
Sept. 13 Navy 13 17 
Sept. 20 Georgia Techt* 24° «13 
Sept. 27 Duke* 377 «14 
Oct. 4 Wake Forest 20 18 
Oct, 11 Clemsont* 24 27 
Oct. 18 South Carolinat* Py: 
Oct, 25 Virginia Tech 10 28 
Nov. 1 William & Maryt et 
Nov. 8 North Carolina Statet 22 23 
Nov. 15 North Carolina 22 
Nov. 22) Marylandt 2 33 
VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE (3-7-1) 
Lexington, Va. ° Keydets 
Sept.13 William & Mary 39 3 
Sept. 20 Furmant My 
Sept. 27 James Madison® 144 7 
Oct. 4 Marshallt 16 21 
Oct. 11 The Citadel 414 
Oct. 18 Richmond 14 28 
Oct, 25 Western Carolina 30 35 
Nov. 1 Central Floridat ee J 
Nov. 8 Georgia Tech va 
Nov. 15 Appalachian Statet 10 26 
Nov. 22 East Tennessee State* 23.«19 
VIRGINIA TECH (6-5-0) 
Blacksburg, Va. ° Hokies 
Sept, 6 Cincinnatit* 14 31 
Sept, 13 Clemson 17 20 
Sept, 20 Syracuse 24 «14 
Sepl. 27 East Tennessee Stalet x ek 
Oct. 4° West Virgintat 24 


Oct. 11 South Carolinat x ax 
Oct. 18 Templet 5) ek 
Oct. 25 Virginiat 28 «10 
Nov. 1 Kentuckyt x 
Nov 8 Richmond 14 24 
Nov. 15 Vanderbilt 38 24 
Norfolk, Va. 

WAKE FOREST (4-7-0) 


Winston-Salem, N.C. © Demon Deacons 
Sept. 6 Appalachian Statet* 24° 21 
Sept. 13 Boston Universityt* 3 60 


Sept. 20 North Carolina State* 17 20 
Sept. 27. Army © 7k 
Oct. 4 Virginiat 18 20 
Oct, 11 North Carolinat 14 34 
Oct, 18 Maryland* 3 26 
Nov. 1 Clemsont 10 26 
Nov. 8 Duke 14 ble & 
Nov. 15 South Carolina 3.) 
Nov. 22 Georgia Techt 10 41 
WASHINGTON (6-5-0) 
Seattle, Wash, . Huskies 
Sept. 13 Ohio Statet yen 
Sept. 20 Brigham Youngt 3H 
Sept. 27 Southern California 20 
Oct, 4 Californiat 28 12 
Oct, 11 Stanford 4 0 
Oct. 18 Bowling Green Statet ¥ 
Oct. 25 Oregont 9 13 
Noy. | Arizona State* 7 3 
Noy. 8 Oregon State 20 21 
Nov. 15 UCLAT 21 14 
Noy. 22 Washington State 20 «21 
WASHINGTON STATE (4-7-0) 
Pullman, Wash, e Cougars 
Sepl. 6 Nevada-Las Vegast Pik 
Sept.13 San Jose Statet Hu 
Sept. 20 California 20 19 
Sept. 27 Arizona State* 16 21 
Oct, 4 Oregon Statet 40 
Oct, 11 Southern Californiat 13 31 
Oct. 25 UCLA 30 31 
Nov. 1 Stanford ee | 
Nov, 8 Arizonat 7 2 
Nov, 15 Oregon 39 (2 
Nov, 22 Washingtont 21 20 
WEBER STATE (6-5-0) 
Ogden, Utah e Wildcats 
Sept. 13 Adams Statet* yng 
Sept. 20 Northern Arizona® 3710 
Sept. 27 Portland State 45 2 
Oct. 4 Nevada-Renot* 12 47 
Oct, 11 Montana Statet* 50 36 
Oct, 18 Boise State* 21 24 
Oct. 25 Idaho Statet 46 45 
Nov. 1 Eastern Washington 19 31 
Nov. & Montanat 57 29 
Nov. 15 Idaho 28 31 
Nov. 22 Nicholls State Le. | 
WEST TEXAS STATE (6-3-1) 
Canyon, Texas . Butfaloes 
Sept. 6 Troy Statet* mk 
Sept.13 Central State, Okla.t* ee. 
Sept. 20 Louisiana Tech* 10 20 
Sept. 27 Mississippi Colleget* C28 
Oct. 4° Stephen F. Austin® Ta: 
Oct, 11 Angelo Statet 12 10 
Oct. 18 Howard Payne Ki Ty 
Oct. 25 East Texas Statet* ro 
Nov. | Texas A&l* 7067 
Nov. 15 Eastern New Mexicoy ok! 
Nov. 22 Abilene Christian 18 25 
WEST VIRGINIA (13-1) 
Morgantown, W, Va. ° Mountaineers 
Sept. 6 Northern Iilinoist x « 
Sept. 13 East Carolina® i ok 
Sept. 20 Marylandt 0 28 
Sept. 27 Pittsburgh 10 10 
Oct. 4 Virginia Tech 24.6C«@$9 
Oct. 11 Miami, Fla,t es it 
Oct. 25 Boston Colleget 13 46 
Nov. 1 Penn Statet 0 27 
Nov. 8 Rutgerst 27.0 
Nov. 15 Louisville §2 13 
Nov. 22 Syracuset 13 (10 
tEast Rutherford, NJ. 

WESTERN CAROLINA (4-6-1) 
Cullowhee, N.C. ° Catamounts 
Aug. 30 Appalachian State 1427 
Sept. 13 South Carolina* Y Hy 
Sepl. 27 Newberryt* ey 3 
Oct. 4 Auburn R ix 
Oct, 11 East Tennessee Statet™ 13 3 
Oct. 18 Furman 27 3 
Oct. 25 Virginia Militaryt 35 «30 
Nov. 1 The Citadelt 3 10 
Nov. 8 Tenn-Chattanooga* 3.23 
Noy, 15  Marshallt 10 10 
Nov, 22 North Carolina State Xo 
WESTERN ILLINOIS (§-5.0) 
Macomb, Ill. ° Leathernecks 
Aug. 30 Kansas State* x 4% 
Sept. 13 Mankato Statet* Bk 
Sept. 20 Southwest Missouri* 17 27 
Sept. 27 Northern tilingis* ee 
Oct. 4° Illinois Statet 6 18 
Oct. 11 Northern Michigan 4 7 
Oct, 18 Eastern Mlinoist 3420 
Oct, 25 Northern lowa® 14 48 
Nov. 1 Northwest Missourit Kin te 
Nov. & Southern tilinois 4 7 
Nov. 15 Sam Houston Statet + 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Bowling Green, Ky. ° 
Sept. 6 Gardner-Webbt 
Sept. 13 Livingstont 
Sept. 20 Louisville* 
Sept, 27 Murray State* 
Oct. 4 Eastern Kentuckyt 
Oct. 18 Tennessee Stale* 
Oct. 25 Austin Peay 

1 Georgia Southernt 
Nov. 8 Boston Universityt 
Nov, 15 Eastern Illinois 
Nov. 22 Tenn.-Chattanoogat 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Kalamazoo, Mich. e 
Sept. 6 Eastern Michigan® 
Sept. 13 Templet 

Sept, 20 Long Beach Statet 
Sept. 27 Michigan State 
Oct. 4 Bowling Green State 
Oct, IL Central Michigan 
Oct, 18 Miami, 0.t 

Oct. 25 Ball State 

Nov. 1 Toledo* 

Nov. 8 Ohiot 

Nov. 15 Kent Statet 


WICHITA STATE 

Wichita, Kan, e 
Sept. 6 San Francisco Statet 
Sept. 13 Toledo* 

Sept. 20 Morehead Statet 
Sept. 27 lowa State 
Oct. 4 Tulane* 

Oct. 11 Central Floridat 
Oct. 18 Florida State* 
Oct. 25 Cincinnatit 
Nov. 1 Tulsa 

Nov. 8 Iilinois Statet 
Nov. 15 Arizona State* 
WIDENER 

Chester, Pa, e 
Sept. 6 Norwich 
Sept.13 Moraviant 
Sept. 20 Lebanon Valley? 
Sept. 27 Juniatat 

Oct. 4 Lycoming 

Oct. 11 Susquehannat 
Oct. 18 Delaware Valley 
Oct, 25 Upsalat 

Nov. 1 Wilkes 

Nov. & Albright 

Noy. 15 Villanova 


WILLIAM & MARY 
Williamsburg, Va. . 
Sept. 6 Colgatet 

Sept, 13 Virginia Militaryt 
Sept, 20 Bucknell 

Oct. 4 Harvardt 

Oct. 11 Lehigh 


(4-7-0) Oct. 18 Delaware 7 16 
Hilltoppers Oct, 25 James Madison 34 
iw 8 Nov, 1 Virginia kT 
x» Xx Nov, 8 Princetont 33-28 
14 23 Nov, 15 Holy Crosst es 
27 «(25 Noy, 22 Richmond 28 17 
21 51 WISCONSIN (5-6-0) 
2217 Madison, Wis. ° Badgers 
il Sept. 6 Hawaii* Ph 
re Sept.13 Northern Winoist 38 «17 
» & Sept. 20 Nevada-Las Vegas* 26 «23 
1314 Sept. 27 Wyomingt 41 17 
» & Oct. 4 Michigant 6 33 
(4-6-1) Oct, 11 lowa 13° 23 
Broncos Oct. 18 Northwestern 4 
38 (21 Oct. 25 Illinorst 25 38 
% oo. Nov. 1 Indiana 31 20 
x ox Nov, 8 Minnesotat 18 27 
sa Nov. 15 Ohio Statet 42, "7, 
7 48 Nov. 22 Michigan State 7? 4 
17 24 WYOMING (3-8-0) 
10 10 Laramie, Wyo. e Cowboys 
4 0 Sept. 6 Baylort 18 39 
18 13 Sept. 13. Pacilic, Calif-t Td 
15 21 Sept. 20 Air Force 7 49 
uM 3 Sept. 27 Wisconsin 7 41 
(3-8-0) Oct. 4 lowa State yo 
Shockers Oct. 11 Utaht 20 37 
x Oct, 18 Brigham Youngt 0 59 
15 22 Oct, 25 Colorado State 19 30 
, > Nov. 1 New Mexicot 16 41 
x Xx Nov. 8 Texas-El Pasot 23°21 
ra Nov. 15 San Diego State* 4) 20 
x Xx Nov. 29 Hawaii* 18 26 
{a YALE (4-4-1) 
» x New Haven, Conn, » Elis 
26 42 Sept. 20 Brown 0 9 
0 26 Sept. 27 Connecticutt u ay 
ns Oct. 4 Armyt 16 59 
(7-3-0) Oct, 11 Colgatet xe he 
Pioneers Oct. 18 Columbiat 28 «12 
1 0 Oct. 25 Pennsylvania 7 23 
2..«¢6 Nov. 1 Dartmoutht WoW 
45 7 Nov. 8 Cornell 14 20 
15 17 Nov. 15 Princetont 12 21 
10 18 Nov, 22. Harvard 7 6 
i al YOUNGSTOWN STATE (5-6-0) 
; 4 Youngstown, 0. . Penguins 
“7 Sept. 6 Nicholls Statet* Y 4 
36 10 Sept. 13 Eastern Michigan” 22 (27 
3) 38 Sept. 20 Northeastern 23 «18 
Sept. 27 Southern tilinois hh 

(7-4-0) Ocl. 11 Tennessee Techt 23° 16 
Indians Oct, 18 Austin Peay State* 3 (14 
ths Oct. 25 Eastern Kentucky 29° 36 
38 «439 Nov, 1 Middle Tennessee St.~* 21 28 
ae: Nov. 8 Murray State ett | 
21 14 Noy, 15 Morehead State 20 17 
31 29 Nov, 21 Akront* 5 30 


COLLEGE BOWL GAMES 


Bowl 
Californiat 
Independencet+ 
Hall of Famet 
Alohat 
Cherry} 
Liberty+ 
Freedom} 
Holiday 
Peachs 
Bluebonnet$ 
All-American} 
Florida Citrus* 
Cotton x 
Fiesta x 
Rose y 
Sugary 
Orange z 


For 1986 


Site 
Fresno, Calif. 
Shreveport, La. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Pontiac, Mich. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Anaheim, Calif. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Houston, Tex. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Orlando, Fla. 
Dallas, Tex. 
Tempe, Ariz. 
Pasadena, Calif. 
New Orleans, La. 
Miami, Fla. 


Date 
December 13 
December 20 
December 25 
December 27 
December 29 
December 29 
December 30 
December 30 
December 31 
December 31 
December 31 
January 1 
January 1 
January 1 
January 1 
January 1 
January 1 


+8 p.m. starting time; +9 p.m. starting time; §2:30 p.m. 
starting time; *12 noon starting time; x1:30 p.m. start- 
ing time; y5 p.m. starting time; z8:30 p.m. starting time. 


(All times EST). 


NOTE: No dates were available for the Gator Bowl 
at Jacksonville, Fla., or the Sun Bowl at El Paso, Tex. 
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at linebacker and cornerback Kevin 
Walker, whose nine interceptions in ’85 
tied for the national high. Linebacker 
Bubba Waters and safety Ellis Dillahunt 
are the best of the veterans. 

At Southwestern Louisiana, Nelson 
Stokley has come home. Stokley grew up 
in nearby Crowley, La., and led Louisiana 
State to victories in the 1966 Cotton Bowl 
and the 1968 Sugar Bowl as a quarterback. 

After 16 years as an assistant coach at 
Clemson, Virginia Tech and LSU, Stokley 
begins his first head coaching job with 12 
starters back from a Ragin’ Cajun squad 
that went 4-7 last fall. 

Those returning players might as well 
burn the 1985 playbook, however, because 
Stokley has installed a run-and-shoot of- 
fense and an eight-man defensive front. 

Quarterbacks Thomas King and Clint 
Campbell, who split time in ’85, again will 
battle for the starting job. The biggest 
problem offensively will be up front, 
where guard Leonard Isacks is the only 
apparent standout. 

End Joe DeForest has been switched to 
linebacker to shore up a weak area. De- 
fensively, the Ragin’ Cajuns appear set in 


with every order 
of 1986 sets!! 


Featuring 1986 Sets 
1986 Topps Set (792 cards) 
1986 Fleer Set (660 cards) 
1986 Fleer Mini Set (132 cards) 
1986 O-Pee-Chee Set 
1986 Donruss Leaf Set. 
1986 Sport-Flics 
1986 Star Co. Basketball Set. 
1986 Topps Super 5X7 Set..... 


Receive 50 free mixed 1984 and older 
baseball cards worth up to $10.00 with 
any above set. 


Supplies 
Protect your cards, they will increase in value. 
Deluxe card album........8.95 
Quality 9-pocket vinyl sheets..18¢ each 


the backfield but nowhere else. 


The schedule maker hasn't done 


Rutgers any favors. The only teams the 
Scarlet Knights defeated last year in a 2-8- 
1 season, Richmond and Colgate, have 
been dropped from the schedule. But Flor- 
ida, Penn State, West Virginia, Syracuse, 
Boston College, Army and Pittsburgh are 
back. Thanks a lot. 


Coach Dick Anderson enters his third 


season at Rutgers with question marks on 
offense but seven returning starters on 
defense. Returning at quarterback is Joe 
Gagliardi, a part-time starter last fall who 
completed 58.2 percent of his passes for 
1,273 yards, 


Three of last year’s top runners have 


used up their eligibility, but junior Matt 
Prescott and sophomore Henry Hender- 
son should step in at tailback. Tight end 
Bruce Campbell leads a host of experi- 
enced receivers, although the line lost 
three starters. Anderson will rebuild the 
front wall around guard Lee Getz. 


The defense, headed by linebacker 


Tyronne Stowe and tackle Harry Swayne, 
should be stout, 


Navy must adjust to life without con- 


Howard's Sport Collectibles 
"The Nation's Most Reliable Baseball Card Déaler 


No waiting at Howard's! We Ship Immediately! 


Topps Baseball Sets 


1985 (792 cards)....c-ses0ss 21.95 
1983 (792 cards)......-ss000 39.50 
1982 (792 cards)..........0 


1981 (726 cards). 
1980 (726 cards)..csosss. 
1979 (726 cards).csssossese 


1986 Topps Baseball Team Sets 
Mets and Cardinals............ss 3.95 each 
..2.95 each 
Tigers, Reds, Royals..........sss000 2.25 each 
Any other team of your choice...1.75 each 


All cards are in mint condition. We are a full time 
dealer and have the largest inventory in the USA. 

We are here all day and night to take you order! 

No waiting 6 weeks or longer! 100% retum privilege! 


sensus All-America tailback Napoleon 
McCallum, But Coach Gary Tranquill 
enters his fifth season with the Midship- 
men looking forward to a strong passing 
game featuring quarterback Bill Byrne, 
split end Troy Saunders and tight end 
John Sniffen. 

The defensive line is bigger and more 
experienced with returning starters Chad 
VanHulzen, Mike Musser and Kent Van- 
Horn. Linebacker Vince McBeth and safe- 
ty Marc Firlie are the Middies’ best de- 
fenders. 

Wichita State, Tulsa and Northern Ili- 
nois are new independents this year. 
Northern Illinois has left the Mid-Ameri- 
can Conference, while Tulsa and Wichita 
State are refugees from the Missouri Val- 
ley Conference, which dropped football. 

Tulsa probably shed a few tears over 
the demise of the Valley. The Golden Hur- 
ricane ended a 6-5 season with its sixth 
consecutive MVC title and a 26-game con- 
ference winning streak. 

Second-year Coach Don Morton must 
find a replacement, however, for Gordon 


Continued 


For MC, VISA 
or COD call TOLL- 


Topps All Star Glossy Sets 
1986 (22 cards).....000+« 4.95 
1985 (22 cards).......... 


1000 Unsearched 1986 Topps 
Baseball cards! Only 19.95. 
Factory Sealed! 


Same deal, 1000 Unsearched 
1985 Topps cards! Only 25.95, 


Topps Traded Sets 
1985 (132 cards) 11.95 
1982 (132 cards)... 

1981 (132 cards).... 


With every order over $100, receive 


. ds : 
ee Howard's Sport Collectibles This sin addition to other free omer 

We accept VISA and Mastercard and COD orders by calling 119 E. Main St. 

1-800-457-9974, for information call 1-419-943-2612. Also, Dept. SNYB aig cottons We Aust Sh,00 toeca oad 


recieve free catalog with your order or send $5.00. You can 


also mail in your order to the following address: £0) say. paare 2 8) Oi pec. Ae ot. 


Leipsic, OH 45856 


(FOR ORDERS ONLY) AND IN 
OHIO CALL 1-419-943-2612 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-457-9974 


The Sporting News 1986 College Football Yearbook * 175 


Major Independents 


Continued 


ee —— ————————————  — — 


Brown, who rushed for 1,201 yards last 
fall, and placekicker Jason Staurovsky, 
the school’s all-time leading scorer. 

But option quarterback Steve Gage is 
back. Gage rushed for 873 yards and 17 
touchdowns and threw for 1,069 yards last 
season. His top three receivers—Ronnie 
Kelley, Eric Brown and Kevin Andrews— 
also return. 

Linebackers Xavier Warren and Tony 
Buford sat out ’85 with injuries, but their 
return should give the defense a big boost. 
Former tight ends Donnie Dee and Earl 
Johnson have been moved to the defen- 
sive line, and both are expected to start. 


Wichita State expects to have a strong 
passing game with the return of three- 
year starter Brian McDonald at quarter- 
back. Coach Ron Chismar also has re- 
cruited four wide receivers, including jun- 
ior college transfers Terry Franklin and 
Anthony Hardy. Tailback Valasco Smith 
rushed for 757 yards last season. 

Defensive pluses include tackle Mark 
Duckens and the inside linebacking tan- 
dem of Kirk Allen and Derrick Westfield. 
But the Shockers lack depth at most de- 
fensive positions and must revamp their 
offensive line. 

When second-year Coach Jerry Petti- 


bone calls the Northern Illinois schedule 
a challenge, he’s not exaggerating. The 
Huskies’ first season as an independent 
after 11 years in the MAC includes con- 
tests with Miami (Fla.), West Virginia, 
lowa and Wisconsin. 

But the Huskies do return all five start- 
ers from their offensive line, including 
standout guard Todd Peat. Quarterback 
Marshall Taylor is coming off an impres- 
sive freshman campaign, and noseguard 
Doug Bartlett is an honors candidate on 
defense. 


Herb Gould covers Notre Dame football for the 
Chicago Sun-Times. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Southwest Recruiting Service 
Prep and Junior College Scouting Report 
735 W. Rosal Pl. 

Chandler, Arizona 85224 
(602) 821-0467 


OC NATIONAL REPORT (7 Letters) 

* The Top 100-200-300-400-500 Prep Players in the 
Nation as rated by Coaches & Sportswriters 

® Plus the second 500 Rated Prep Players in the Nation 

® The Top 100-200-300 Junior College Players in the 
Nation. (We have the most accurate & complete 
Junior College report anywhere) 

¢ Height, Weight, 40 Yard Speed, Position and College 
visils on each 

* Up to date information on any new Stars on the scene 

« A signing issue telling you where the top players 
went, who won the recruiting wars and a raling list 
of the top 40 Teams .... gece gy . $20.00 


() WESTERN REPORT (7 Letters) 

* All the Top Prep & Juco prospects from the 11 
Western States: Az., Ca., Co., Id.. Mt., NM. Nv., Or., 
UL, Wa., and Wy 

* Height, Weight, 40 Yard Speed. Position and College 
visits on each 

© A rating of the Top 100-200 Prep & Junior College 
Players from this group - as rated by Coaches and 
Sportswriters 

© Asigning issue telling where all the top western prep 
and junior college players went 

® Also a rating of how all the teams in the PAC 10, WAC 
and PCAA placed in the recruiting race and the top 
players who went elsewhere. (A must for Western 
College Football fans.) ‘ $20.00 


C) SOUTHWEST AND BIG 8 REPORT 
Vv Letters 


| the top Prep & Juco prospects from the Southwest 

and Big 8 States: Ak., Co., la., Ks., Mo., Ne., Ok, and 
Texas 

© Height, weight, 40 yard speed, position and college 
visits on each 

e Arating of the top 100-200 & 300 prep players anda 
rating of the top 100 junior college players - as rated 
by coaches & sportswriters 

© A signing issue telling where all the top Prep & Juco 
players from these states went 

* Also a rating of how all the teams in the Southwest 
& Big 8 placed in the recruiting race and the top 
players that went elsewhere . Pto-aty $20.00 


OC YES, | want Southwest & Big 8, 
National and Western Reports and 
SAVE $10.00.......... TOTAL: $50.00 

2 —————— 

Address: 

City/St./Zip: 

Favorite Team: = 

Make Checks Payable To: 


Southwest Recruiting Service 
W. Rosal Pl. 
Chandler, Arizona 85224 
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FOOTBALL 
CLASSICS 


Mad tadlo broadcasts of these exciting COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL GAMES from yesteryear... 


SET #1: 1965 Orange Bowl. Alabama vs, Texas. Joe 
Namath in his last college game under coach "Bear 
Bryant”. First bow! game to be played at night 

SET #2: Notre Dame ys, Purdue. 1969 from Lafayette, 
Indiana. Joe Theisman at quarterback 

SET #3: Notre Dame vs. USC, 1969, One of the most 
heated rivalries in college football comes to South 
Bend, Indiana, for a showdown. A thrilling game 
featuring John Thelsman 

Listen to this! Original play-by-play broadcasts of 
these great NFL CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES.. 

SET #4; 1958 Baltimore Colts ys. NY Giants, Johnny 
Unitas and Frank Gifford. First “sudden death” game. 
SET #5; 1961, Green Bay Packers vs. NY Giants Vince 
Lombardi coaches. 

SET #6: 1986. NY Giants vs. Chicago Bears. Mike 
Ditka, Sam Huff, and Y.A. Tittle star 


You get three hours of live radio broadcasting of these 
greal games for only $11.00 per sel! Order any three 
sets for $28,00, all six sets $54,00. We pay postage and 
handling. Money back guarantee. FREE giant catalog 
listing hundreds of other sports and “Old Time Radio” 
programs. For catalog only...send $5.00. For same 
day service call (904) 377-7480. MasterCard/VISA 
encouraged or send check/money order to BWP 
Radio, Inc., 1105 N. Main St., Suite 9E, Gainesville, FL, 
32601. Canadian residents add $5.00 per set. 


ial 


4986 FOOTBALL FUN BOOK 
ORDER NOW! 


Our 24th year of the 
McElhenny Wright Football 
Fun Book gives you oll the 

. information you need ina 
concise pocket sized book. 
The Football Fun Book Contains: 
* Complete NFL Schedules 
* Complete Nat'l Television Schedule 
* Schedules of 100 Major Colleges 
* Predicted winners . .. Hugh's Views 
and Dick's Picks 
* Football Trivia... Records 
* Chance to win an autographed 
football from NFL Hall of Famer 
Hugh McElhenny. 
Send $2,50 with name and address to: 
McElhenny-Wright Production 
W. 933 Third, #206 
Spokane, WA 99204 
(509) 455-4080 
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MAJOR LEAGUE 
BASEBALL 
TRYOUT 


For Free Brochure write: 
BASEBALL 
TRYOUT 


P.O. Box 6207, Evanston, IL 60204 


Authentic NFL “Game” Jerseys 
Salians All teams, $44.95 + $4.95 p/h each 
Deven $ (36-38); (40-42); L (44-46): XL (48-50) 
Product National Football League 
e@jackets @Caps @T-Shirts 
Send $1.00 for full-color NFL catalog. Fee deducted Irom Ist order. 


SPOR is 73 Village Dr,, Ormond Beoch, FL 32074. 

T Orders and inquiries call 904-673-2823. 

CORNER ORDERS ONLY by MoslerCord or Visa 
call toll-free }-800-672-PROS. 


DISCOVER 
CLASSIFIED 


DO YOU NEED 
TO GET YOUR 
MESSAGE ACROSS? 


Classified reaches nearly 3 million 
ready buyers every week! 


CALL TODAY! 
314-993-7767 


The Sporting News 
Classified Advertising Department 
P.O.Box56 St. Louls, MO 63166 


RANE 
aS 


Motorcraft races the toughest courses | 
to get into your garage. | 


High-performance racing cars that generate about 600 horsepower demand tough, quality 
parts. So does your car. And Motorcraft spark plugs, filters, batteries and motor oil deliver top 
performance, out on the race course or on the highway. Because the technology used to 
develop Motorcraft racing parts is the same technology used to develop Motorcraft quality 
parts for your car or truck. 

Motorcraft quality parts have been installed as original equipment in more than 35 million 
Ford, Mercury and Lincoln cars and Ford trucks and are engineered to meet the needs of all 
vehicle manufacturers. So no matter what kind of car or truck you own, there's only one logical 
choice. Motorcraft, of course—so you know you're getting reliable original equipment quality 
replacement parts. Race-proven parts. Trustworthy parts. Motorcraft from Ford. Quality parts 


for all makes of cars and trucks. 
from Ford 


EXCEEDS THE NEED i 


Buckle up—together we can save lives, 


Milds Box, 12mg, “tar”, 1.0m 


—~ ©1986 B&WT Co. 


COME UPTO 


NEW MILDS | 


